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All other recipients for information only. 

Tuesday, 08 September 2026 

 

Dear Member 

Summons 

You are summoned to a meeting of the Recreation and Amenities Committee of Blandford 

Forum Town Council for the transaction of the business shown on the agenda below. To be held 

at 7pm on Monday, 14 September 2026 in the Corn Exchange. The quorum for the Recreation 

& Amenities Committee is 5. 

Public Participation and Democratic Quarter Hour 

Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour, 

which may be extended at the discretion of the Committee, during which time members of the 

public may speak. During the meeting, members of the public and our elected representatives 

from the Dorset Council may indicate they wish to speak, and, at the discretion of the Chairman, 

and with the approval of the Members, they may be allowed to do so on points of information 

only. The Committee may invite members of the public to comment on specific issues where 

their particular knowledge on a subject might prove of benefit to the Committee.  

Join on Teams here.  

 

General Duties of the Council 

Members are reminded that, in exercising its functions, the Council must consider the following: 

Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, religion, belief or 

disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety, and Human Rights. Disabled access is 

available. Councillors are reminded of The Seven Principles of Public Life: 

Selflessness, Integrity, Objectivity, Accountability, Openness, Honesty and Leadership. 

Recording of Meetings 

All attendees should be aware that filming, recording, photography or similar activity may take 

place during the meeting. 

Date of next Recreation and Amenities Committee Meeting: Monday, 16 November 2026 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

Claire Commons BA (Hons), Town Clerk

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YjFlMDYyM2QtYzgyZS00ZWJlLTk2ZGYtYmYzNTE1Nzc0NmYx%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2265e5950c-ab1c-41cc-9090-4a755c733f54%22%7d


Timings given on this agenda are for guidance only. The order of business may be changed at the Chair’s discretion, and 
items may be taken earlier or later than indicated. (Standing Order 1a) 

Recreation and Amenities Committee of Blandford Forum Town Council, Monday, 14 
September 2026, 7pm Corn Exchange.  

Agenda 

RA2.1           PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ............................................................................................................................................................................................................... 3 

(7:00 pm) To allow the public to make representations to the Council.  .......................................... (up to 15 mins) 
Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12, S.10 

RA2.2          APOLOGIES ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 4 

(7:15 pm) To receive and consider for acceptance, apologies for absence from Councillors 
summoned to attend  ..................................................................................................................... (1 min) 
(Local Government Act, 1972 s.85) 

RA2.3 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST ................................................................................................................................................................................................ 5 

(7:16 pm) To declare interests relating to the business of the meeting. ........................................................ (2 min) 
Blandford Forum Town Council Code of Conduct, 2021 

RA2.4  MINUTES ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 7 

(7:18 pm) To receive the minutes of the previous meeting of the Recreation and Amenities 
Committee. ..................................................................................................................................... (2 min) 
(Local Government Act 1972 Sch 12) 

RA2.5          OFFICER REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE ............................................................................................................................................................................ 8 

(7:20 pm) To receive reports pertaining to the Recreation and Amenities Committee. ................................ (5 min) 
(Local Government Act 1972 Sch 12) 

RA2.6          SKATE PARK EXPENDITURE .................................................................................................................................................................................................... 10 

(7:25 pm) To receive report and consider authorised expenditure for emergency repairs. .......................... (5 min) 
(General Power of Competence) 

RA2.7           FINANCE REPORTS  ........................................................................................................................................................................................................................ 11 
(7:30 pm) To receive reports from the Responsible Financial Officer. ........................................................... (5 min) 
 

Anticipated meeting end time 7:30pm 



Recreation and Amenities Committee meeting, Monday, 14 September 2026 

RA2.1      Public Participation 

(7:00 pm) To allow the public to make representations to the Council.  (up to 15 mins) 
Local Government Act 1972, Schedule 12, S.10 

Report Author: Town Clerk 

RA2.1.1 Background 

a The Standing Orders of the Council (specifically Standing Order 3) provide for a designated 

Public Participation session at each meeting of the Council and its Committees. 

b During Public Participation, members of the public are invited to address the meeting 

regarding matters on the published agenda or within the Council’s powers. 

c Public Participation is distinct from the formal business of the meeting. Once the session 

concludes, the public are observers only and must not participate further unless invited by a 

resolution of the Council. 

d The Council’s commitment to openness, transparency, and community engagement supports 

the inclusion of Public Participation within the formal structure of the meeting.  

e At the Annual Meeting of the Council, Public Participation shall only commence after the 

election of the Chair, in accordance with the requirements of the Local Government Act 1972 

and Standing Orders.  

RA2.1.2     Members of the public registered to speak 

a None registered at the point of issuing papers. 

RA2.1.3 Conduct of Public Participation 

a Public Participation will occur at the start of the meeting. 

b Each speaker may address the meeting for a maximum of three minutes, subject to the 

Chair’s discretion to extend or reduce this time if necessary. 

c The maximum total duration for Public Participation shall normally be 20 minutes unless the 

Council resolves otherwise.  

f Speakers are asked to address the meeting courteously, and must not make offensive, 

defamatory, or irrelevant comments. Speakers do not have a right to expect debate or 

immediate responses. 

RA2.1.4      Recording of Public Participation 

a The minutes of the meeting shall record that Public Participation took place and will 

summarise the general topics raised, but shall not record the names of individual speakers. 

RA2.1.5 Recommendation 

a That the public comments are received, and any points of note are identified for 

consideration at future meetings of the Council or its committees or for action by officers of 

the Council  

RA2.1.6 Reason for Recommendation 

a To acknowledge public engagement in accordance with Standing Orders and ensure that 

matters raised are appropriately considered without committing the Council to immediate 

decisions. 
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RA2.2     Apologies 

(7:16 pm) To receive and consider for acceptance, apologies for absence from Councillors summoned 

to attend  (1 min) 
(Local Government Act, 1972 s.85) 

Report Author: Town Clerk 

RA2.2.1 Background 

a Councillors are holders of public office and are summoned to attend meetings of the Council 

and its committees. 

b In accordance with Section 85 of the Local Government Act 1972, the Council must consider 

and decide whether to accept the reason for absence provided by any Councillor who is 

unable to attend a meeting. 

c If a councillor fails to attend any meeting of the Council (or its committees) for a period of six 

consecutive months, without having obtained formal acceptance of their apologies by the 

Council (or the relevant committee), they are automatically disqualified from office.  

RA2.2.2 Apologies received and reason 

No apologies have been received.  

 

RA2.2.3 Recommendation 

a That the Council considers and either accepts or rejects each apology for absence received.  

RA2.2.4 Reason for Recommendation 

a Accepting apologies resets the six-month period for continuous attendance, ensuring    

compliance with Section 85 of the Local Government Act 1972.  

(End) 
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RA2.3 Declarations of Interest 

(7:18 pm) To declare interests relating to the business of the meeting. (2 min) 
Blandford Forum Town Council Code of Conduct, 2021 

Report Author: Town Clerk 

RA2.3.1      Background 

 All Councillors and Officers are reminded of their obligations under the Blandford Forum 

Town Council Code of Conduct to declare any Disclosable Pecuniary Interests, Other 

Registerable Interests, or Non-Registerable Interests relating to matters on the agenda. 

 Where a matter arises at a meeting which relates to an interest, it is the individual  

Councillor’s responsibility to declare that interest at the earliest opportunity in accordance 

with the Code of Conduct.  

The Clerk will report any dispensations granted prior to the meeting. 

Refer to Tables 1 and 2 in the Code of Conduct for further details about the types of 

interests which may apply.  

If you think you need to request a dispensation, the process is included within the 

Dispensation Request Form.docx. 

The table below provides a summary of what your responsibilities are depending on the type 

of interest declared. 

 

Type of Interest 

Declare at 

Meeting? Stay for Debate? Vote? Withdraw? 
Notes 

DPI (registered or 

not) Yes No No Yes 

Must declare and 

withdraw, unless 

dispensation granted 

Other/Non-

Registerable (not 

prejudicial) Yes Yes Yes No 

Declare, but may 

participate fully 

Other/Non-

Registerable 

(prejudicial) Yes 

No (except to 

speak if public 

can) No Yes 

Declare, may speak if 

public can, then withdraw 

With Dispensation Yes As specified 

As 

specified As specified 

Dispensation may allow 

limited participation 

 

https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Section-9-BLANDFORD-FORUM-TOWN-COUNCIL-CODE-OF-CONDUCT-APPROVED-JULY-2021.pdf
https://sheptonmallettc.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/Councillors/EeCS1Q9sVR1HnwA83lAPRZABiyQvQxfwn_vUU070z_VvLw?e=u6f1KJ
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RA2.3.2      Recommendation 

That the Council notes the declarations made in relation to the business of the meeting. 

RA2.3.3      Reason for Recommendation 

Recording declarations at the meeting ensures transparency, compliance with the Council’s 

adopted Code of Conduct, and adherence to statutory obligations. 

(End) 



Timings given on this agenda are for guidance only. The order of business may be changed at the Chair’s discretion, and 
items may be taken earlier or later than indicated. (Standing Order 1a) 

RA2.4       Minutes 

(7:20 pm) To receive the minutes of the previous meeting of the Recreation and Amenities Committee. (2 min) 
(Local Government Act 1972 Sch 12)  

Report Author: Town Clerk 

RA2.4.1 Background 

a.  In approving draft minutes, the Council is concerned solely with whether the minutes  

accurately record the proceedings and resolutions of the relevant meeting. 

b. It is immaterial whether individual Councillors were present at the meeting to which the 

minutes relate. 

c. If any corrections are necessary due to inaccuracies, amendments must be approved by 

formal resolution before the minutes are signed. 

Recommendation 

That the minutes of 15th June 2026 be approved for signing as a true record of the decisions 

taken.  

(End) 

 

https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/150626-RA-Minutes.pdf
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RA2.5      Officer Report to the Committee 

(7:20 pm) To receive reports pertaining to the Recreation and Amenities Committee. (5 min) 
(Local Government Act 1972 Sch 12) 

Report Author: Operations Manager 

RA2.5.1     Summary 

a. Reports provided within this item are to be received, they provide updates on decisions 

already taken by the Committee and actions taken under the Scheme of Delegation (where 

not previously reported). 

 

Report by Operations Manager June 2026 – September 2026 

STAFFING 

One of the outside staff has moved to the Caretaking to cover long term sick and we have brought in and 

agency worker outside, this has eased the pressure on the staff to cover shifts. 

CORN EXCHANGE 

The Corn Exchange continues to be busy and the changeovers and cleaning are being well managed by 

the Caretakers at the moment. 

RUGBY CLUB 

The Rugby Club continue to maintain the pavilion at Larksmead in line with their repairing lease. 

PARK ROAD 

The floodlights are now installed and the club continues to thrive. 

The Bowling Club have asked for their veranda cover to be cleaned and contractors are being sought. 

The Cricket Club had a good season and the new arrangement with the Club maintaining the square is 

going well. 

The underground tank ran out of stored water for the first time in many years during the hot spell. 

PLAY AREAS 

All the work on replacing the surfacing and adding replacement equipment has been completed. 

TOWN 

  The planters received a lot of compliments, and they continue to have a good display. All the planters 

were planted up by staff this year. 

TREES 

Tree works are due to start next month and the five yearly survey should take place in the next few 

weeks. 

CEMETERY 

The cemetery has received lots of compliments about the way it is kept and the very hot weather has 

suppressed weed growth since the ban on weedkiller. 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 

All Risk assessments, COSSH folder, method statements and policies have been update. 
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VANDALISM 

June 2026 – August 2026 

Date Location Remarks 

12 Jun Skate Park Broken Glass 

24 Jun Marsh and Ham Toilets Toilet blocked 

25 Jun Railway Arches Broken Glass and Litter 

30 Jun Skate Park Broken Glass 

05 Jul Marsh and Ham Toilet Toilet blocked 

16 Jul Skate Park Broken Glass 

20 Jul Railway Arches Broken Glass 

29 Jul Tabernacle Toilet Toilet Blocked 

03 Aug Railway Arches Broken Glass 

08 Aug Skate Park Broken Glass 

20 Aug Marsh and Ham Toilets Toilet Blocked 

23 Aug Skate Park Broken Glass 

29 Aug Skate Park Broken Glass 

30 Aug Marsh and Ham Toilets Toilet badly blocked 

04 Sept Tabernacle Toilet Toilet Blocked 

Evidence of drug use and rough sleeping at public toilets at various times throughout the period (Police 

aware). 

 

 

(End)  
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RA2.6      Skate Park Expenditure 

(7:25 pm) To receive report and consider authorised expenditure for emergency repairs. (5 min) 
(Local Government Act 1972 Sch 12) 

Report Author: Operations Manager 

RA2.6.1     Summary 

a. Reports provided within this item are to be received, they provide updates on decisions 

already taken by the Committee and actions taken under the Scheme of Delegation (where 

not previously reported). 

 

The long hot weather we have been experiencing has taken its toll on the ramp surfacing at the Skate 

Park, leaving around 15 sheets cracked and a further similar number going in the same direction. 

A site meeting was held with the contractor who maintains the Skate Park and various options were 

discussed assuming that hotter summers are going to be the norm. 

The ramp covering were replaced five years ago and have been well used in that time but the increase in 

temperatures and the time these are lasting has caused the infrastructure to contract and start to crack 

the surfacing were they are rivetted. 

On the pieces of equipment that have been replaced this is not the case as the surfacing and 

infrastructure beneath contract and move together. On the original larger pieces this is not the case. The 

original pieces were installed around the year 2000 and they are not therefore entirely compatible with 

the new surfacing, however, to replace these entirely would be very expensive and it may be better to 

consider this when the whole park is resurfaced as it will need to be in approx. two to three years. 

An option would be to replace the ramp surfacing with PLY but it is very uncertain how long this would 

last and how it would go down with users being the cheap option. The usual potential hazards with wood 

would apply especially regarding delaminating and splinters etc. 

A quote for the replacement of these 15 is detailed below. 

A further quote for the replacement of one smaller piece of equipment is outlined. 

A ball park figure is quoted to replace the major equipment. 

Financial Implications 

Two other Skate park builders were approached but one did not reply and the other does not deal in the 

type of surfacing the Town Council has. 

The regular contractor that we use has quoted as follows: 

Removal and licensed disposal of 15 no. existing riding surfaces 

Preparation of the steel substrate for resurfacing 

Apply a flexi-bond & new replacement riding surface sheets 

Increase & upgrade riding surface fittings 

This includes: 

15 Skatelite Pro Composite (slate black) 2440 x 1220 x 6.5mm £335.00 =£5,025.00 

2 Galvanised sheet steel 2440 x 1220 x 2mm £120.00 =£240.00 

Delivery £150.00 

Installation £4815.00 

Plus consumables 

For a total price of £11,746.05 + VAT 

Recommendation 

It is recommended that Councillors authorise expenditure for these emergency repairs using budget line 

1305 Skate Park which has a balance of £63,781.00. 

 

(End) 
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RA2.7       Finance Reports  

(7:30 pm) To receive quarterly reports from the Responsible Financial Officer. (5 min) 
(Local Government Act 1972 Sch 12) 

Report Author: Responsible Financial Officer
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Reserve Accounts 

 

(End) 
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