
BLANDFORD FORUM 

TOWN COUNCIL 
 
To:   All Town Councillors    Dorset Council Councillors 
 Members of the Public & Press    
 
Dear Member, 
 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Town Council which will be held in the 
Corn Exchange, Market Place, Blandford Forum DT11 7AF on Monday 30th March 2026 at 
7:00pm to consider the following items. This meeting will also be available to view online 
using Microsoft Teams using this link.  

 
Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk 
23rd March 2026 

 
A G E N D A 

 

Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour, which may be 
extended at the discretion of the Council, during which time members of the public may speak. During the 
course of the meeting, members of the public and our elected representatives from the Dorset Council may 
indicate they wish to speak, and, at the discretion of the Chairman, and with the approval of the Members, they 
may be allowed to do so on points of information only. The Council may on occasion invite members of the 
public to comment on specific issues where points of information or their particular knowledge on a subject 
might prove of benefit to the Council.  
 

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of 
any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, religion, belief or 
disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. Disabled access is available. 
 

All in attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may occur during the 
meeting. 

 
1. Public Session 
 

2. Report from Dorset Council Councillors 
 

3. Apologies 
 

4. To receive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 
 

5. Minutes of council meetings:  
 

5.1 Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 23rd February 2026 
 

5.2 Minutes of the Corn Exchange Meeting held on 20th October 2025 
 

6. Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence 
 

7. Civic Report  
 

8. Recommendations and Receipt of Minutes  
  

8.1 Town & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Monday 9th March 2026 
8.1.1 Recommendations 
8.1.2 To RECEIVE the Minutes 
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NjBmOWU0NTItYWViNi00ZGY4LTk0Y2EtODI5ZjYyOGI2ZGVj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220c3baf8d-62e3-449c-a9c3-94a2df169799%22%7d
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/230226.pdf
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/201025-Corn-Exchange-Minutes.pdf
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/town-council/meetingscommittees


8.2 Finance & Staffing Committee Meeting held on Monday 23rd March 2026 
8.2.1 Recommendations  
8.2.2 To RECEIVE the Minutes  

 

9. To consider quotations for the Charter 400 Mosaic at Woodhouse Gardens  
 

10. To consider support for the “Statement of Reasonable Expectations” document with 
Dorset Council 

 

11. To approve an amendment to the R&A hire charges  
 

12. To retrospectively approve expenditure for repairs to the CCTV system 
 

13. To consider expenditure for the Toilet Cleaning Contract 
 

14. To receive an update and consider any requests from the: 
 

14.1 Neighbourhood Plan Working Group – Blandford +  
 

14.2 BFTC Commemoration Group 
 

14.3 Climate, Biodiversity & Nature 
 

14.4 Dorset Council Grant to support the Market Area Enhancement Project 
 

15. To consider a Green Grant Application 
 

16. Reports from Community and Local Organisations (Councillors are requested to 
advise the Chairman of Council or the Town Clerk if they wish to make a report under 
this heading) 

 

17. Planning Matters 
 

17.1 Appendix A – New Planning Applications (refer to Appendix A attached) 
 

18. Confidential  
 

The public and press may be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that publicity 
might be prejudicial to the public interest as per the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960. 
 

18.1 To receive an update report on legal matters currently being dealt with by the 
Town Council’s solicitor (paper distributed to Councillors separately) 

 
 
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
13th April   Planning Meeting 
20th April  Annual Town Assembly at 6pm 
3rd April  Good Friday 
6th April  Easter Monday 
27th April  Town Council Meeting (followed by Trust Meeting) at 7pm 
 

Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings are available from Blandford Library, 
the Town Clerk’s Office and at www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

 
Twinned with Preetz, Germany 

 
Twinned with Mortain, France 

 

 
 

 

Town Clerk’s Office 

Church Lane, Blandford Forum  

Dorset DT11 7AD 
 

Tel: 01258 454500 

Email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 
 

  

https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/town-council/meetingscommittees
http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/


Agenda Item No. 6 
Town Clerk’s Report 

 
 
Festival of Remembrance – The BSVB has advised that they would expect the concert to still 
form part of their 10 engagements for the Town Council should this Festival of Remembrance 
be cancelled by the RBL at short notice. 
 
Mr & Mrs Dymond – A thank you letter has been received from Mr & Mrs Dymond who 
received a Diamond wedding anniversary bouquet from the Mayor!  
 
Asset of Community Value Nomination – Dorset Council has decided to list the Blandford 
Methodist Church Hall and Car Park adjacent to the Blandford Methodist Church as an asset 
of community value. 
 
Update on Events  
 

• We had a very good turnout for Commonwealth Day this year, with the majority of 
Councillors in attendance. Thank you for supporting this event.  
 

• The evening talk with Simon Hoare MP in the Town Hall went smoothly and was very 
well received.  

 

• There was a great atmosphere at the Community Expo on 14th March 2026 and we 
received very positive feedback. It was good to see some new groups in attendance.  
 

• The Blues Brothers tribute was a successful, enjoyable event with ticket sales over 
100 and the bar takings were £588.50. 
 

• Forthcoming events are listed here: www.ticketsource.co.uk/blandford-forum-town-
council 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/blandford-forum-town-council
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/blandford-forum-town-council


 Agenda Item No. 9 
 

To consider quotations for the Charter 400 Mosaic at Woodhouse Gardens  
 

Report 
 

At the Town Council meeting held on the 29th September 2026 it was resolved that: 
 

The Town Council is minded to select Option 1 for the Charter 400 mosaic and 
asks officers to seek a further two quotes and asks H&W for a contribution, 
bringing it back to council in due course (Expenditure Authority: General Power 
of Competence, Localism Act 2011, S1-8). 

 

Further quotes have been sought and ideas from Councillors followed up, and the latest prices 
are outlined below. Once a contractor is chosen then officers will approach a local company 
for sponsorship to help with funding. 
 
Financial Implications 
 

Company A: 
Scope of Works  
• Erect Heras security fencing for the duration of the works  
• Pressure wash the stones & identify any damaged blocks.  
• Source new stones to match damaged blocks as closely as possible  
• Mark all areas where damage is evident  
• Mark and record each stone before removal  
• Re-Grade the sub-base ensuring its level across the full mosaic  
• Replace each stone back into its original location. Tamp until level  
• In-fill between blocks with sand  
 

“We intend to initially contact the original installer and enquire as to where the blocks were 
sourced. If this fails, we have been in contact with MC Slate in Bow, Devon who operate a large 
new and reclaimed stone yard https://world-of-stone.co.uk/reclaimed-stone-products/. They 
can cut and supply blocks to match our requirements. We have used them for past projects 
and confirm that they have an excellent service and reputation.  
 

Warranty It’s clear that there are services running under the mosaic, and we won’t know the 
condition or type of sub-base laid until we lift the stones. We are therefore able to offer a 12 
month warranty which will cover any settlement period. After this we would not expect there to 
be any movement under normal usage (no vehicles).” 
 

For the sum of: £8,650.00 
 
Company B: 
1, Lift all pavers in circle  
2, Relay scalped base and compacted down 
3, Relay pavers on a cement screed base 
4, Point in pavers 
5, Take away spoil 
 
It looks like the existing pavers are bedded down on a cement screed, so when they are lifted 
out it is uncertain how many can be reused. 
 
We have allowed 20 working days to do the job so if it takes less time the charge will reduce, 
but if it takes longer, it will cost more than the estimate price below. 
Allowance is made to buy 2088 pavers as this is the smallest amount  from the merchants as 
they won't split packs, if we go over this amount used there will be a extra charge for more 
pavers. 
 
Labour and Materials estimated for the sum of £15,135.00 

https://world-of-stone.co.uk/reclaimed-stone-products/


 
Company C: 
 

The mosaic specialist company declined to quote as they did not feel it was a specialist enough 
project.  
 
Company D: 
 

Declined to quote as they don’t feel the work is within their scope. 
 
Recommendation 
 

It is recommended that Councillors select a company to carry out the work and a budget to 
take the required funds from (Expenditure Authority: General Power of Competence, Localism 
Act 2011, S1-8).   
 
Jon Goodenough 
Operations Manager 
2nd March 2026 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Agenda Item No. 10 
 

To consider support for the “Statement of Reasonable Expectations” 
document with Dorset Council 

 
Report 
 

Neil Wedge, the Chief Executive of the DAPTC has been in touch to update on the revised 
arrangements for the Dorset Association of Parish and Town Councils (DAPTC) 2025 Annual 
General Meeting. Neil has advised that, ‘you will be aware we have been working with Dorset 
Council (DC) since the middle of last year to develop a partnership agreement or charter that 
we have called a 'Statement of Reasonable Expectations'. This is aimed at a mutually agreed 
set of expectations to reset and improve how parish meetings, councils and towns work with 
DC. This process has ended up becoming quite lengthy. However, I am pleased to confirm that 
following some minor tweaks there is a document that DC's Cabinet (attached) has now 
adopted. The document was drafted by DAPTC originally.’ 
 
The AGM has been rescheduled to Saturday 30th May 2026 at 10am. This change has allowed 
DC additional time to take the draft Statement of Reasonable Expectations (SoRE) through its 
internal service areas and, importantly, through its governance and elected-member 
decision-making processes. 
 
The draft SoRE was presented by Sam Crowe at the Dorset Council Cabinet meeting on 
Tuesday 3rd March 2026. It is now for all member councils to review it. This Cabinet stage 
represents the final step before we can confidently present the SoRE as part of the business 
of the AGM. DAPTC’s aim is to ensure that the version we receive is one that DC has endorsed 
and that parish and town councils can meaningfully debate and vote upon. 
 
By moving the AGM to 30th May, councils will have just under 11 weeks to review and 
consider how they wish to vote at the AGM on all matters and specifically the SoRE. To support 
your deliberations, DAPTC will also be providing: 
 

• an explanatory note outlining the background and purpose of the SoRE, 
• suggested agenda wording for your council meetings, and 
• a short video setting out why the SoRE is important for future partnership working: 

VIDEO LINK 
 
We have had a few delegates register for the previous AGM date of 14 March - they will 
be emailed with the new date. For those Clerks attending the meeting with DC's Chief Exec, 
Catherine Howe online on Monday - Sam Crowe will give you an update on the above. If you 
want to look at the cabinet papers for 3 March (Item 15 P.439) you can do so HERE and 
the Dorset Echo article released after the SoRE was taken back through Overview Committee. 
BCP Clerks - just to advise of the AGM change, plus also the attached document may be of 
use for us to discuss with BCP going forward. We have Cllr Millie Earl confirmed as one of our 
speakers at the AGM. 
 
The document has been distributed to Councillors separately by email and can be viewed at 
Appendix A. 
 
Recommendation 
 

Councillors are asked to consider if they would like to support the document at the upcoming 
AGM. 
 
Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk  
27th February 2026 

https://url41.mailanyone.net/scanner?m=1w00OJ-000000004Dp-2CCG&d=4%7Cmail%2F90%2F1773161400%2F1w00OJ-000000004Dp-2CCG%7Cin41g%7C57e1b682%7C28544948%7C14205758%7C69B04D63AFC78E563FB9066803ED369F&o=%2Fphti%3A%2Fvts%2F.me1om1oc0754690%2F3770c0%3F6c074orshy%3Dcpaef%3D%26f%3Dv%26elsic&s=-T3k9Z4NTkVLa3lAnRJwDMNgp5Y
https://url41.mailanyone.net/scanner?m=1vvdgT-00000000063-2FD3&d=4%7Cmail%2F90%2F1772121000%2F1vvdgT-00000000063-2FD3%7Cin41k%7C57e1b682%7C28544948%7C14205758%7C69A06C8DD5C81481A8E0CDF61D5AFD7D&o=%2Fphto%3A%2Fmts.ndeoovdrgntrsiouceckol.d.u%2Fgvsmocgnt%2Fueb862iPul3%2Fo0c%25tepr2rk0s%252ac%252par00--Mr3d1620.2082%25b230nCai%250Tpet1f%3F%3D.d0&s=OKsnXIPR6O71lGSFD7DL2PYBnCI
https://url41.mailanyone.net/scanner?m=1vvdgT-00000000063-2FD3&d=4%7Cmail%2F90%2F1772121000%2F1vvdgT-00000000063-2FD3%7Cin41k%7C57e1b682%7C28544948%7C14205758%7C69A06C8DD5C81481A8E0CDF61D5AFD7D&o=%2Fphtw%3A%2Fwtstow.cseedrkchon.u%2F.o4%2Few3589s2es95-rvy.urssaedosy-iot--nclculfdi-cutfi%2Fkrow&s=aC4mmkUTjVEMcVtqZwXx4XTSh0g


Appendix A 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Agenda Item No. 11 
 

To approve an amendment to the R&A hire charges  
 

 
  
This is to note that the incorrect price was given on this for the R&A meeting, Monday 19th 
January 2026, highlighted in yellow, which was one side £19.50 - £19.57- 21.00 and both 
sides £39.00 - £40.17 - £41.00.  
 
Please note that the correct prices are indicated above for approval. 
 
Rachael Harding 
Bookings Receptionist  
25th February 2026  
 
 



Agenda item 12 
 

 

To retrospectively approve expenditure for repairs to the CCTV system 
 
 
Report 
 
We received a complaint from the Police that the CCTV system was not fully operational and 
after an inspection by the new contractors they have submitted a quote to repair and in some 
cases upgrade the system where there have been issues. As will be noted some of the 
brackets are rusted which is also a Health and Safety issue. 
 
The quote is detailed below: 
 
P2P & Bracket Replacements: Supply and replace the failed Point to-Point (P2P) link 
between Cameras 9 and 10, as well as six rusted Hikvision DS-1275ZJ-NA PTZ pole 
brackets.  
 
Bracket Locations: Replacements are required at Salisbury Street, West Street, Sheep 
Market Hill, Kings Arms Hotel, and Damory Street. 
 
System Protection: An Uninterruptible Power Supply (UPS) will be installed near the recorder 
at the Police Station to prevent system downtime and data loss during power surges or 
outages. 
 
Power Requirements: This requires standard UK plug socket for connection.  
 
Storage Upgrade: The existing 8TB hard drive storage (2 x 4TB) will be upgraded to a 10TB 
1 x existing 4TB and new 6TB) unit to increase the recording capacity, which is currently at 
the 28-day compliance limit.  
 
The project is estimated to take two days to complete and includes the following logistical 
arrangements: 
 
Labour & Access: The quote includes two engineers and the hire of a self-drive transit van 
with a rear-mounted boom lifter.  
 
Specialist Equipment: A transit-mounted lifter is required as the camera locations are in 
restricted areas where standard booms with outriggers cannot be safely deployed. 
 
Financial Implications 
The cost quoted is £3,190.97+VAT.  
 
Recommendation 
It is recommended that councillors retrospectively approve expenditure for this essential work 
using funds of 3,190.97 from budget line 1340, CCTV Equipment, which has a balance of 
£46,930.41. (Expenditure Authority: General Power of Competence, Localism Act 2011, S1-
8).   
 
Jon Goodenough 
Operations Manager 
March 13th, 2026 
 
 
 



          Agenda Item 13 
 

To consider expenditure for the Toilet Cleaning Contract 
 
The lease for the Marsh & Ham toilet block (including the Information Centre) was, originally 
with North Dorset District Council (now the Dorset Council), this expired in 2016. 
  
Since that time the toilet cleaning contract has only been offered on a one-year basis until 
such time as the future of the public toilets in the Marsh and Ham car park is confirmed.  
 
The toilet cleaning contract expires on the 31st March 2026 and the current contractor has 
quoted for £9,001.08, which represents no increase from 25/26.  
 
The financial regulations state that for expenditure below £25,000 but above £5,000 three 
quotations will be obtained, where possible. As is clear from previous experience on tenders 
for this facility this local company provides a very competitive quote and a good service and 
have always been flexible with extra cleans etc. In past quotations they have been 
significantly better value for money than the nearest tendered in price, in addition other 
contractors are, ideally looking for a longer contract period which the Town Council is not in a 
position to offer at this time. 
 
Despite the ongoing issue with the uncertainty of the future of the toilet block, officers felt that 
other quotes should regularly be sought to ensure we are getting value for money and this 
was carried out four years ago which showed that the current cleaners were approximately 
£5000.00 cheaper than their nearest competitor. Once the future of the toilets is certain and 
they are fully open again then more quotes should be sought, and a longer contract offered. 
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that the Town Council renews the cleaning contract with the existing 
contractor for a period of one year only, using a maximum of £9288.00 from budget line 6650 
(Expenditure Authority: General Power of Competence, Localism Act 2011, S1-8).  
 
Jon Goodenough  
Operations Manager  
4th March 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Agenda Item No. 15 

To consider a Green Grant Application 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 



         Agenda Item No. 17.1 

PLANNING APPENDIX A – NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS  
Meeting on Monday 30th March 2026 

 
 

 Application & Date Application Details 
Comments/ 

Blandford + Neighbourhood Plan 
2011-2033 

1 

P/FUL/2025/07628 
Applicant:  
Mr Stringer 
Deadline: 24/03/26 
(extension to 02/04/26 
granted) 

13-15 West Street Blandford Forum DT11 7AW  
Change of use of building to hotel (use class C1) 

Blandford + NP Policies: B10 
Design Code: CA2 
Built Form Code:15, 16, 17 & 19 

2 

P/LBC/2026/01240 
Applicant: Peter 
Robinson 
Deadline: 01/04/26 

2 West Street Blandford Forum DT11 7AJ 
Internal alterations including removing modern plaster board & changing 
floor finishes 
 

Blandford + NP Policies: B10 
Design Code: CA2 
Built Form Code:16&17 

3 
P/LBC/2026/01240 
Applicant: Mr Griffiths 
Deadline: 01/04/26 

32 Langton Crescent Blandford Forum DT11 7EP 
Erect two storey and single storey side extensions. 

Blandford + NP Policies: B10 
Design Code: CA4 
Built Form Code: 11, 15, 16, 17 

 
 
Applications for Tree Works for Information Only 
 

 Application & Date Application Details 

1   

 
 

https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=419803&cuuid=6B95F0D8-C825-477D-A9D3-520122572529
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=419803&cuuid=6B95F0D8-C825-477D-A9D3-520122572529
Blandford%20+%20NP%20Policies:%20B10%20Design%20Code:%20CA2
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=421300&cuuid=4E39BA70-D1FD-4330-9D63-1BD5C7656172
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=421360&cuuid=8699916D-C2C9-46BB-9943-F26DDA21E5FA
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=421360&cuuid=8699916D-C2C9-46BB-9943-F26DDA21E5FA
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=421360&cuuid=8699916D-C2C9-46BB-9943-F26DDA21E5FA
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