
Page 1 of 4 

BLANDFORD FORUM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 27th October 2025 at 7:00pm in Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion 
 

PRESENT 
 

Cllr H Miéville – Chairman of Council   Cllr C Stevens – Vice Chairman of Council 
Cllr S Hitchings    Cllr Y Miéville   
Cllr G Del-Pinto    Cllr M Putt 
Cllr A Cross    Cllr R Holmes 
Cllr S Chapman    Cllr T Clarkson  
Cllr B Quayle    Cllr L Hitchings 
Cllr S Morgan    Cllr J Robinson   

   
IN ATTENDANCE 

 

 Town Clerk    Operations Manager 
  
The Chairman asked Councillors to be considerate with mobile phone usage during meetings, with 
accepted use for looking at the agendas and reports.  
 
77. PUBLIC SESSION 
 

 There were no members of the public in attendance.  
 
78. REPORT FROM DORSET COUNCIL COUNCILLORS 
 

 Cllr Quayle reported that the Dorset Council is going through a governance review. At the full 
council meeting last week, the Youth Justice Plan was approved by Councillors. Dorset Council 
has launched the Dorset Innovation Park company with the aim of supporting local jobs.  

 

The Local Plan consultation deadline has been extended to 31st October 2025.  
 

Dorset Council has become an Age Friendly Community and more research is being undertaken 
to find out what it involves.  
 

Cllr S Hitchings asked Cllr Quayle to ask the relevant teams to remove signage once works are 
completed, after a discussion about works at Langton Road and Sheep Market Hill. Cllr Holmes 
asked about improvements to public transport following Cllr Ireland’s mention of government 
funding at the last meeting he attended and Cllr Quayle responded to say that he did not think 
significant improvements would happen. 

 
79.      APOLOGIES 
 

 Cllr N Lacey-Clarke      
 
80.  TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

 None  
 
81. MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS HELD ON 29TH SEPTEMBER 2025  
  

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Cross, SECONDED by Cllr Clarkson and AGREED unanimously that 
the Minutes be APPROVED and SIGNED. 

 

82.  TOWN CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE  
  

The paper was noted (see Appendix A). 
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82.  TOWN CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE (cont.)  
  

Allotment Relocation – The Town Council solicitor has advised that the Blandford Trusts and 
Wyatt Homes now wish to proceed to exchange. On completion the Town Council will collect the 
option fee (£15,000) plus VAT and the contribution to the professional costs up to £25,000 for 
solicitors and £17,500 of land agent fees. The RFO has therefore sent the invoice for this.  
 

Data Protection Toolkit Service – The RFO recently undertook training, with a specialist company 
that works with the DAPTC, for the new Assertion 10 rules for the audit process that are being 
introduced. As a result, the Town Council was offered a £100 discount from £695+VAT for 12 
months to £595+VAT, which has been accepted, and the service includes: 

• Online hub with guided learning journey for data protection and FOI 
• Assertion 10 readiness support 
• Data protection and FOI deep-dive best practice masterclasses for senior staff  
• Unlimited, regular refresher training courses on Zoom for all council staff 
• Unlimited, regular refresher training courses on Zoom for all councillors 
▪ 2 hours of 1-2-1 Darren time and bespoke support over the 12 months 
• No obligation to renew beyond 12 months 

 

Corn Exchange IT – The broadband was successfully installed on Thursday and the IT company 
is now due to complete the extension of the signal throughout the building on 3rd November 2025. 
As well as guidance from Cllr L Hitchings, a member of the RBL – who originally relocated the 
staff IT system – has been incredibly helpful and when the Town Clerk asked where she should 
dispose of a redundant data cabinet he said it would be useful for the Legion’s IT set up. This was 
therefore offered as thanks for his time and advice. He has also been asked to relocate the IT 
equipment back to the office. The move back for the staff is planned for 21st November and the 
last day with the Legion is 30th November 2025.  
 

Committee Meetings – Due to the timing of the Corn Exchange reopening, Remembrance and the 
staff relocation, Councillors were asked if they would be satisfied with the R&A and T&GP 
budgets being considered as part of the overall budget setting process instead of holding the two 
committee meetings when there is so much pressure on staff to deliver the Corn Exchange by 
Remembrance. Councillors approved this stance and the Town Clerk will prepare the relevant 
notices.   

        

Corn Exchange Opening – The council approved an opening event for the Corn Exchange on 
Sunday 30th November between 12pm and 5pm, with lots of different activities happening 
throughout the Town Hall, Council Chamber, Shambles and Corn Exchange. However, the 
company who had originally offered to produce this confirmed they were not able to on Tuesday 
of last week. Staff therefore gathered to pool ideas and start planning an event that will be 
advertised later this week once all contributors are confirmed. The aim is to show people how 
versatile the building has become whilst promoting local groups/organisations and trying to raise 
awareness of the building’s incredible history. In the Shambles, we will have a bar, photo booth, 
the Time Traveller’s Kitchen (with a Georgian Christmas theme) and a clay model making 
workshop. There will be a food truck outside making flatbreads, chips, etc. The Town Museum 
and Fashion Museum have been invited to do a Georgian display in the Town Hall. The Mace 
Bearers will have a table displaying the town’s silver in the Town Hall too. In the Council Chamber 
there will be a rod puppet making workshop. In the Corn Exchange will be music, Nepalese 
dancing, and an animal workshop with iguanas, snakes and spiders! 
 

Planning application – P/NMA/2025/06199 Larksmead 101 Salisbury Road Blandford Forum – 
The planning application was sent on 23rd October with a deadline to comment on the following 
day which would not have given enough time for it to have been discussed. It is a non-material 
Amendment to relocate garden wall/fences splitting rear gardens to adjoining neighbour and 
increase hardstanding for garage access; to Planning Permission No. P/VOC/2024/04718. 
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83. CIVIC REPORT 
 

The paper was distributed to Councillors via email prior to the meeting (see Appendix B). 
 
84. RECOMMENDATIONS AND RECEIPT OF MINUTES  
 

84.1 Recreation & Amenities Committee Meeting dated 15th September 2025  
 

84.1.2 To Receive the Amended Minutes    
 

 The amended MINUTES were RECEIVED.  
  

84.2 Town & General Purposes Committee Meeting dated 13th October 2025 
   

84.2.1 Recommendations 
 

 None  
 

84.2.2 To Receive the MINUTES 
 

 The MINUTES were RECEIVED. 
 
85. TO RETROSPECTIVELY APPROVE EXPENDITURE FOR REPLACEMENT LAPTOPS AND 

CONSIDER USAGE FOR THE REDUNDANT MACHINES 
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix C). 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr Y Miéville and AGREED (14 in 
favour, 1 against) that 
 

Councillors retrospectively approve expenditure for three replacement laptops at 
£549.89 each (Expenditure Authority: General Power of Competence, Localism Act 
2011, S1-8)  and resolve to allow staff or Councillors to purchase old machines but 
those individuals must cover the cost of the IT company wiping the machines.  
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

        
86. PLANNING MATTERS  
 

86.1 The paper was noted (see Appendix D). 
 

86.1.1 P/LBC/2025/05138 -  26 White Cliff Mill Street Blandford Forum DT11 7BE  
Carry out re-roofing works. Replacement of existing front & rear doors & creation of ceiling loft 
hatch. Retain replacement of 2no. windows 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr Holmes and AGREED unanimously 
that 

The Town Council has no objections to the application, which is in accordance with 
Blandford + NP Policies: B10 Design Code: CA2. Built Form Code: 15 & 17.  

          

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
86.2 Appendix B – Dorset Council Decisions on Planning Applications and Applications Awaiting 

Decisions 
 

Appendix B was distributed to Councillors prior to the meeting.  
 
86.3 Site Visits/Dorset Council Planning Meetings 
 

 None 
                                     

https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/131025-1.pdf
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=416997&cuuid=C05C3CA9-8500-461B-BCA9-99FCE2742589&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=416997&cuuid=C05C3CA9-8500-461B-BCA9-99FCE2742589&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
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87.  TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE AND CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS REGARDING: 
 

87.1 Neighbourhood Plan Working Group – Blandford +   
 

 Cllr Cross informed Councillors that the B+ Group has arranged a get together at the Brewery 
with surrounding parishes and Simon Hoare MP in attendance at 6:30pm on 27th November 2025.  
 

87.2 BFTC Commemoration Group 
 

There will be a festive get together on 2nd December 2025 when they will be discussing the future 
of the Group.  

 

87.3 Climate, Biodiversity & Nature 
 

The meeting scheduled for last week was postponed until late November. A litter pick was held on 
Saturday, which was very successful. 
 

Cllr Chapman added that the Blandford Repair Café were awarded at the Volunteer Dorset event 
last month.  
 

87.4 Dorset Council Grant to support the Market Area Enhancement Project 
 

87.4.1 To receive an update from the working group meeting held on 22nd September 2025 and the 
proposed layout (subject to suggestions being received by the Town Clerk) 

 

  The Town Clerk distributed suggestions submitted by Nicci Brown and Mickey Westwood prior to 
the meeting.  

 

 Cllr Stevens tabled a plan/image, which included buskers, musicians, a chess board, tables / 
chairs, planters, a plinth, and a lion (ref. Alfred Stevens). 

 

Cllr H Miéville updated members that he had spoken to a manager at Reeve and she was not 
aware of the proposal. He explained the thoughts of the working group and although she agreed 
that it would be beneficial to extend the café seating into the pedestrian area, she explained that 
people pull up and pop into the shop and they wouldn’t want to lose that. Cllr H Mieville will speak 
to her again after she has had the opportunity to speak with the director of the company and will 
then feedback to council.  

 
88. REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 
 

Cllr Stevens reminded members that he and Cllr H Miéville will be attending the DAPTC event on 
Thursday and there are a lot of speakers lined up to present to Councillors and clerks about 
devolution.  

 
89. REMEMBRANCE BRIEFING 
 

The Town Clerk updated Councillors on the plans for the Remembrance events and distributed 
the updated Civic Protocol for Remembrance Sunday.  

 

 

The meeting closed at 8:31pm. 
 
 
 
 

SIGNED ….………………………………………….………………………       DATED ………..…………. 


	PRESENT
	IN ATTENDANCE

