
 BLANDFORD FORUM 

TOWN COUNCIL 
 
To:   Town & General Purposes Committee Members (Cllr R Holmes, Cllr T Clarkson, Cllr H 

Miéville, Cllr S Stevens, Cllr Y Miéville, Cllr B Quayle, Cllr M Putt, Cllr G Del-Pinto, Cllr 
S Morgan)  
 

All other members of the Town Council    Dorset Council Councillors  
Members of the Public & the Press     

 
Dear Member, 
 

TOWN & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Town & General Purposes Committee which 
will be held in the Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion, The Tabernacle, Blandford Forum DT11 
7GQ on Monday 13th October 2025 to follow the Planning Committee meeting that starts at 
7pm to consider the following items. This meeting will also be available to view online using 
Microsoft Teams using this link. 

 
Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk 
6th October 2025 
 
 

A G E N D A 
 

Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour, 
which may be extended at the discretion of the Committee, during which time members of the 
public may speak. During the course of the meeting, members of the public and our elected 
representatives from the Dorset Council may indicate they wish to speak, and, at the 
discretion of the Chairman, and with the approval of the Members, they may be allowed to do 
so on points of information only. The Committee may on occasion invite members of the 
public to comment on specific issues where points of information or their particular 
knowledge on a subject might prove of benefit to the Committee.  
 

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters 
in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, 
marital status, religion, belief or disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety and Human 
Rights. Disabled access is available. 
 

All in attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may 
occur during the meeting. 
 
 

1. Public Session 
 

2. Apologies 
 

3. To receive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations  
 

4. Minutes of the meeting held on 14th July 2025  
 

5. Committee Clerk's Report & Correspondence 
 
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NjUxNzE2MjItMWJhMy00MzMyLWIyZWMtMTZlOWM4OGYwMjlh%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220c3baf8d-62e3-449c-a9c3-94a2df169799%22%7d
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/140725-1.pdf


6. General Updates from: 
 

6.1 Blandford Business Support Group 
6.2 Blandford Police (report to follow) 
6.3 Market Manager  

 
7. DC Highways 

 

7.1 To discuss a resident’s concerns over pedestrian crossing points on Salisbury 
Road 
 

8. Review of Town & General Purposes Budgets to 30th September 2025 
 

8.1 Analytical Review of Revenue Budget    
8.2 Review of Earmarked Reserves   
8.3 Reserve Accounts  

 
9. Christmas 2025 
 

9.1 To consider Christmas Window Competition details and expenditure approval 
for proposed prize money  

 

9.2 To appoint the judges for the Christmas Window Competition 2025 
 

9.3 To approve a newsletter to all businesses regarding the small Christmas trees 
and decorations 

 
10.  An opportunity for Members to suggest items for possible inclusion in the 2026/2027 

budget to enable time for officers to investigate costs that can be brought back to the 
next Committee meeting in November  

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

20th October   Corn Exchange Meeting at 7pm 
27th October Town Council Meeting at 7pm, followed by a Barnes for a Recreation 

Trust Meeting 
  

Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings are available from Blandford 
Library, the Town Clerk’s Office and online at www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk. 

 
 

Twinned with Preetz, Germany 
 

Twinned with Mortain, France 
 

 
 

 

Town Clerk’s Office 

Church Lane, Blandford Forum  

Dorset DT11 7AD 
 

Tel: 01258 454500 

Email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/


Agenda Item No. 5 
 

Committee Clerk’s Report 
 
Dog Waste Bin request, Angus Close – At the last meeting the committee heard a request 
from a resident in Agus Close for a dog waste bin to be installed due to the high volume of 
waste being left on the floor. The committee agreed to contact the housing provider, 
Sovereign, who owns the land to see if they would carry this out. They responded on 20th 
August to say that regrettably, they have advised that they would not install this, as they have 
no infrastructure set up for collections. They have said they will speak with residents and ask 
those who are dog owners to be more mindful when it comes to disposing of dog waste. 
 
Previous request for traffic calming measures on Park Road – A resident’s request for as 
speed survey on park Road was heard at the last meeting in July. The council responded to 
the resident informing them that that they agree that speed can be an issue on this road and 
would support the idea of a group of residents carrying out a speed survey, however the 
council do not have the resources to be involved in it. The resident declined the idea of 
volunteering to carry out a speed survey. We contacted the speed survey Team at Dorset 
Council to see if there were any historical issues with speed on this road. They informed us 
that a survey was carried out in 2018 the results then showed speeds to be low and as the 
layout of the road hasn’t changed since this survey it is unlikely to be much different now 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Agenda Item No. 6.3 
Market Report  

 

 



 
 

 



Agenda Item 7.1 

 
To discuss a resident’s concerns over pedestrian crossing points on 

Salisbury Road 
 

 
The following email was sent to the council by a resident on 18th September 2025:- 
 
Salisbury Road is a heavily used route running through the whole of Blandford, and it is 
especially busy with school students. Currently, there are only two sets of traffic lights along 
the road, one of which frequently does not work. 
 
Since my son has started walking to school, I’ve noticed there are very few safe crossing 
points for children. The only ones available are the lights by the Co-op and the lights by the 
cemetery. However, there are popular destinations along the road, such as Budgens and 
One Stop, where many children and other pedestrians cross without a designated crossing. 
This is a very busy road, and I often see children running across unsafely because they have 
no other option. The situation is made worse when the traffic lights at the T-junction by the 
cemetery either do not function properly or take up to 10 minutes to change to a green man 
light.  
 
Could the traffic lights at the T-junction be checked, and could the council also consider 
installing either an additional set of traffic lights or a zebra crossing along Salisbury Road to 
provide safer crossing points? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Agenda Item 8.1 

 
Analytical Review of Revenue Budget to 30th September 2025  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Agenda Item 8.2 
 

Review of Earmarked Reserves to 30th September 2025 
 
 



Agenda Item 8.3 
 

Reserve Accounts to 30th September 2025 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Agenda Item 9.1 
Christmas 2025 

 

To consider Christmas Window Competition details  
and expenditure approval for proposed prize money  

 

Background 
Every year in December the Town Council holds the Christmas Window Competition, to 
encourage shops and businesses to decorate their windows and create a Christmas 
atmosphere in the town centre and beyond. This is always well received. Details of the 
Christmas Window Competition are below, in the form of a poster that shops will receive.  

 

 
 
Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Committee agrees how many prizes should be given and the 
individual amounts, using funds from the Christmas Lights or Town Improvements budget line 
(Expenditure Authority: General Power of Competence Localism Act 2011 sl-8).   



Agenda Item 9.2 
 

To appoint the judges for the Christmas Window Competition 2025 
 

The judging panel has previously included the Mayor, the Chairman of the Town & General 
Purposes Committee and, in former years, the editor of the Forum Focus, the High Sheriff, 
the Mayor’s youth representative where relevant, etc. It is suggested that the Committee 
selects another judge and the judging takes place over 5th-7th December 2025 with 
certificates presented the following week, to give more time for windows to be decorated. 
 

Councillors are requested to appoint the judging panel, agree the judging weekend and when 
the certificates will be presented to the shopkeepers. 
 

Agenda Item 9.3 
 

To approve a newsletter to all businesses regarding  
the small Christmas trees and decorations 

 

 
 

Recommendation 
Councillors are requested to approve the newsletter so it can be sent to all businesses in the 
town centre and to the businesses in the surrounding industrial estates that have contributed 
in recent years. 
 

Becci Brady  
Committee Clerk  
6th October 2025 
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