£2% BLANDFORD FORUM
- TOWN COUNCIL

Climate, Biodiversity & Nature Working Group Meeting
Wednesday 10" September 2025 at 7pm

Held online via Teams

NOTES

In Attendance

Clir Y Miéville (chair) Clir H Miéville
Clir M Putt Clir S Morgan
Nicci Brown Janet Tyson
Becci Brady

1. Apologies

Clir N Lacey-Clarke Clir T Clarkson
Clir A Cross Clir G Del-Pinto

Linda Scott-Giles

2. Update from Blandford War on Waste/Clean up Blandford

Last month’s litter pick was cancelled and there has been a noticeable drop in volunteer
numbers. The next litter pick will be on 27t September . A clean-up was done during the
Summer Fayre in August and the rangers kindly provided a skip under the bridge to use
which was useful.

3. Update on ‘Plastic Free Community’ status

Yvonne is awaiting training from Keziah, the Climate support officer from Dorset Council to
be able to offer climate awareness information in schools. Forum Café is anticipated to be the
first business to sign up.

4. Update from Blandford + NP group

Current topics being discussed and worked on:

-Updating the Non-Designated Heritage Asset List

-Commenting on local plan consultation, more information to follow

-A Dorset Design Code meeting with consultants working on behalf of Dorset Council has
been scheduled in Blandford on 8" October

-The next working group meeting is scheduled for 15" September

5. The use of Glyphosate in Blandford Forum

In July’s Town Council meeting, Blandford Forum Town Council agreed to stop the use of
Glyphosate on the areas they are responsible for. Nick Ireland, Leader of Dorset Council
attended a council meeting on 8" September, Yvonne asked for his thoughts on Dorset
Council’s future use of Glyphosate, to which he seemed non-committal regarding the idea of
following in Blandford’s footsteps.



6. Feedback from Dorset Council’s Climate & Nature Workshop event on 27th August

Yvonne attended the Dorset Council’s climate and nature workshop which had
representatives from many councils present. They presented their plan for 2024-2029
focusing on a Local nature recovery strategy. There is a new initiative named solar together
to promote installation of solar power, Yvonne will share the info with the group.

Yvonne has signed up to be a climate ambassador run by the met office to go into schools.

Low Carbon Dorset hold climate exhibitions, the group will suggest they hold one at the Corn
Exchange when it is up and running.

A suggestion was made regarding sustainable planting for the Town Council planters. Instead
of bedding plants an alternative option was to use plants that wouldn’t use so much of a
carbon footprint as bedding plants do.

7. Any other updates

Some members attended an online meeting today with Edd Moore who has published a book
which explains how he opened a green school in Bali, it is named ‘100 ideas for primary
schools’. Members felt it was a very interesting talk full of great ideas and would be benéeficial
for schools to hold some copies.

Nicci explained The Green Fair in July went well, and the location of the Marsh and Ham was
good, however they only had 12 stalls which was a bit disappointing after contacting 100
associations/vendors. Nicci suggested the Green Fair merge with the Summer Fayre next
year, and to have this climate group involved. We will discuss further and see how we can
become more involved in next year’s event.

8. To agree next steps

- Discuss further to see how we can become more involved in next year's Green fair event.
-Continue with littler picking

-Continue with the Plastic Free agenda

-Obtain some copies of Ed Moore’s book for local schools and to use for educational visits
-Yvonne will carry out a river water sample test on 27" September under the Earth Watch
scheme

9. Date of next meeting

The next meeting is scheduled on Wednesday 22" October 2025 at 7.00pm on Teams.



