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BLANDFORD FORUM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of Town Council Planning Meeting 

Held on Monday 8th September 2025 at 7:06pm in Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion 
 

PRESENT 
  

Cllr C Stevens –Deputy Chairman/ Acting Chairman (in the absence of Cllr A Cross) 
Cllr H Miéville – Chairman of Council/ Acting Vice Chairman  
Cllr S Hitchings    Cllr N Lacey-Clarke 
Cllr R Holmes    Cllr S Morgan 
Cllr Y Miéville    Cllr S Chapman 
Cllr T Clarkson      Cllr M Putt  
Cllr J Robinson    Cllr B Quayle     
         

IN ATTENDANCE 
 

Town Clerk      Operations Manager  
Committee Clerk     Nicci Brown       
Cllr C Tompsett (Bryanston Parish Council) Ruth Berry   Angela Hunt 

 
21. PUBLIC SESSION 

 

Resident Ruth Berry is concerned regarding the Sovereign Housing properties at Pines 
Court, Bakers Corner, The Bakery and Assembly Place. She has received confirmation from 
Sovereign Housing that they will be selling the properties and Ruth has asked them if they 
have a buyer or if they will be going on the open market, which they have not yet responded 
too. Ruth recognised that the properties are in disrepair and do need work doing, she has 
asked that if they are sold to someone would they need planning permission to do renovate 
them and is concerned they could be changed into HMO’s. Cllr Lacey-Clarke explained that 
he and Cllr Quayle are aware of residents’ concerns regarding the future of these properties, 
and the Dorset Council Cabinet Member for Housing gave their assurances last week that 
they will be going to the open market.  
 

Cllr H Miéville gave his thanks to the Town Clerk and all the staff for the great organisation of 
the Skatefest event. He is also gave his thanks to the organisers of the summer fayre, 
particularly to Cllr Stevens for all his hard work. 
 

Nicci Brown asked if anyone knows what has happed with 26 East Street as it has been 
removed from auction. Cllr Lacey-Clarke explained that the compulsory purchase order has 
gone through. The Property and Assets team at Dorset Council is completing a master list of 
assets and this property is being discussed. 

                    

22. APOLOGIES  
 

 Cllr A Cross      Cllr G Del-Pinto 
 Cllr L Hitchings  

 
23. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
  

Cllr Lacey-Clarke and Cllr Quayle advised they will make their own responses to the Dorset 
Council consultations as Dorset Councillors.  

Cllr S Morgan and Cllr J Robinson have interests in the Blandford Business Awards and will 
abstain from voting.  

 
24. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 30th June 2025  
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Clarkson, SECONDED by Cllr R Holmes and AGREED (11 in 
favour and 1 non-vote) that the Minutes be APPROVED and SIGNED.   
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25. APPENDIX A – NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS        
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix A). 
 

25.1 P/FUL2025/04489 – Hospital Metalcraft Ltd, 3 Blandford Heights Industrial Estate 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr S Chapman, SECONDED by Cllr M Putt and AGREED (10 in 
favour, 2 abstentions) that 
 

The Town Council has no objections to the application. Blandford + NP policies 
B10, Built Form: 11 & 16, Design Code: CA5 apply. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
                    

25.2 P/FUL/2025/04658 – 51 East Street  
   

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Chapman, SECONDED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke and AGREED 
unanimously that 

 

The Town Council has no objections to the application. Blandford + NP policies 
B10, Built Form: 9,15,15 & 17, Design Code: CA2 apply. 
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

    
25.3 P/FUL/2025/04717 – 65 East Street  
  

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Putt and AGREED (10 in 
favour, 1 against, 1 abstention) that 
 

The Town Council has no objections to the application. Blandford + NP policies 
B10, Built Form: 9,15,15 & 17, Design Code: CA2 apply. 
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

  
25.4 P/LBC/2025/04718 – 65 East Street 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Putt and AGREED  (10 in 
favour, 1 against, 1 abstention) that 
 

The Town Council has no objections to the application. Blandford + NP policies 
B10, Built Form: 9,15,15 & 17, Design Code: CA2 apply. 
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
25.5 P/FUL/2025/0444 – The Old Rectory & Parish Centre, Sheep Market Hill 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Chapman and AGREED 
unanimously that 

 

The Town Council has no objections to the application. Blandford + NP policies 
B10, Built Form: 10, 12 & 15, Design Code: CA2 apply. 
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
25.6 P/LBC/2025/03074 – The Old Rectory & Parish Centre, Sheep Market Hill 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Chapman and AGREED 
unanimously that 

 

The Town Council has no objections to the application. Blandford + NP policies 
B10, Built Form: 10, 12 & 15, Design Code: CA2 apply. 
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
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25. APPENDIX A – NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS (cont.)     
 

25.7 P/LBC/2025/04657 – 27 White Cliff Mill Street 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr  Putt and AGREED 
unanimously that 

 

The Town Council has no objections to the application. Blandford + NP policies 
B10, Built Form: 15, Design Code: CA2 apply. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
26. APPENDIX B – DORSET COUNCIL DECISIONS ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND 

APPLICATIONS AWAITING DECISIONS 
 

 The paper was emailed to Councillors prior to the meeting (Appendix B).  
 
27.  SITE VISITS/DORSET COUNCIL PLANNING MEETINGS 
  

None   
 
28. TO CONSIDER RESPONDING TO THE DORSET COUNCIL’S LOCAL PLAN AND 

TRANSPORT PLAN CONSULTATIONS  
 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix C). 
 

It was noted that the B+ Group will submit a response and individuals are also encouraged to. 
Cllr Lacey-Clarke proposed that a working group is organised to give a response on behalf of 
the Town Council. Cllr S Hitchings asked if the response should be based on proposed 
developments in Blandford Forum or other neighbouring areas which should be taken into 
consideration. Cllr Lacey-Clarke suggested all areas should give their own response and then 
work together once we have all decided on what each area’s stance is.  
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr H Miéville and AGREED 
unanimously that 

 

The Town Council delegates authority to the working group to respond to the 
consultations by 13th October 2025 and all Councillors are given the opportunity 
to attend the working group meeting.     

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
29. CLERK’S REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Asset of Community Value 
Blandford Library has been approved as an Asset of Community Value once again. This will 
remain on the Asset register until August 2030.  
 

Note of Thanks 
Geordie Thomson has written to the Town Council to say thank you for the presentation 
made to him on Saturday 16th August 2025. He said he was very proud to be recognised for 
his service to the town and he has enjoyed his tenure as the Town Trumpeter. Geordie 
added, ‘Please thank the Committee and everyone involved, for me it has been an honour 
and a privilege to be a part of every ceremony big or small and I shall remember them all with 
a smile. I will of course be a part of the Remembrance this year but sadly my last. It is time to 
move aside and nurture in new blood for the future’. 
 

First Repayment  
The first Public Works Loan Board repayment for the Corn Exchange project will be taken by 
direct debit on 17th September 2025 and totals £63,570. 
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30. TO CONSIDER SPONSORING THE BLANDFORD BUSINESS AWARDS 2025 
 

  As the organiser for the event, Cllr Robinson left the room during discussion and voting. 
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix D).  
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr H Miéville, SECONDED by Cllr R Holmes and AGREED (7 in 
favour, 1 against, 3 abstentions, 1 non-vote) 

 

The Town Council agrees to sponsor the Entrepreneur category using funds of 
£200 from the T&GP Town Improvement budget line (Expenditure Authority: 
Localism Act 2011 s1-8). 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 Cllr Robinson returned to the meeting. 
 

31. TO APPROVE EXPENDITURE FOR TABLES AND CHAIRS IN THE TOWN HALL, CORN 
EXCHANGE AND WOODHOUSE GARDENS 

 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Chapman and AGREED 
unanimously that 

 

The Town Council agrees to go with Company A at £21,350 + VAT for the main 
chairs and tables in Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion and the Corn Exchange, and 
Company B at £2,574 + VAT for the cross-back stacking chairs for the Town Hall. 
It was agreed that £1,000 is approved as a contingency for extra items that might 
be needed, to be purchased by the staff (Expenditure Authority: Localism Act 
2011 s1-8). 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
   

The meeting closed at 7:45pm. 
 
 

SIGNED: …………………………………………………………   DATED: ………………………………. 
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