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BLANDFORD FORUM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of Town Council Planning Meeting 

Held on Monday 30th June 2025 at 7:00pm in Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion 
 

PRESENT 
  

Cllr A Cross – Chairman    Cllr C Stevens – Vice Chair/Vice Chair or Council 
Cllr H Miéville – Chairman of Council   Cllr S Hitchings 
Cllr R Holmes    Cllr S Morgan 
Cllr Y Miéville    Cllr S Chapman 
Cllr T Clarkson      Cllr M Putt  
Cllr G Del-Pinto     Cllr J Robinson     
       

IN ATTENDANCE 
 

Town Clerk      Committee Clerk  
Tim Hoskinson, Wyatt Homes   Steve Clark, Wyatt Homes  
Andy Ward, NEW Masterplanning   Tom Smith, NEW Masterplanning 
 

IN ATTENDANCE (VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS) 
  

Cllr Lee Hitchings                           Nicci Brown (resident) 
  

11.  PUBLIC SESSION 
 

11.1 Tim Hoskinson MRTPI, Planning Director of Wyatt Homes 
 

Tim and his team delivered a detailed presentation, providing an overview of their objectives 
of the proposed planning application that the council voted against at February’s planning 
meeting. Tim explained that the site is proposing 490 new homes, and they are currently in 
discussions with Dorset Council regarding highways issues. They will be looking to engage 
with the Town Council in the Autumn to discuss the second phase of building. They believe 
the benefits of this development will outweigh the concerns of lack of infrastructure and 
overdevelopment and they referred to a new tree lined street, better cycle routes and 
connectivity, an improved route for buses in the future, affordable housing, and infrastructure 
provisions through financial contributions for education and healthcare.  
 

Tom Smith and Andy Ward from NEW Masterplanning explained that they have applied the 
Design Codes from the Neighbourhood Plan and showed their design vision of what each 
phase would look like.  
 

Cllr Cross observed that there has recently been a large amount of traffic build-up on the 
main road for the new recycling centre and informed the Wyatt’s team to be mindful of this. 
Cllr Cross also asked how many affordable houses would be built, to which Tim responded 
that 30% of the development would be affordable housing. Cllr Cross asked what power 
sources would be introduced and Tim explained he is anticipating that this development 
would be electric rather than gas and will have solar panels installed on properties. 
 

Cllr H Miéville asked what social facilities will be provided for the residents in the bigger 
scheme. Tim explained that the contributions from the houses, the local centre and the land 
for the school will underpin this scale of development and bring footfall for the commercial 
units. Cllr Cross informed the council that the proposed health centre currently has no funding 
to set this up, and the B+ Neighbourhood Plan Monitoring Group intends to speak to Simon 
Hoare MP to see if he can help with this. Tim said if funding does become available there is a 
building that they have earmarked for a health centre and hopes that this can be 
implemented. 
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11. PUBLIC SESSION (cont.) 
 

Cllr S Hitchings asked what contribution will be made by Wyatts and Tim confirmed it will be 
£6,000 per applicable household towards education, plus a SEN contribution of £1,200 per 
household as well as a nursery contribution and an NHS contribution. Cllr S Hitchings asked 
if they are splitting the contribution between primary and secondary education provisions and 
how is Dorset Council going to afford to build a school as Wyatts are only providing the land. 
Tim explained that the purpose for this site is to also intake children from the local area as 
well as the new development. Cllr S Hitchings asked what the size of the roundabout will be. 
Andy Ward explained that it will be able to take large vehicles, but they don’t have the exact 
dimensions. 
 

The Chairman thanked the Wyatt Homes team for its efforts in detailing the application to the 
Planning meeting.  
 

11.2 Cllr S Hitchings explained that the Town Council seal had been used by accident and asked 
for permission for the town crest to be used on the poster for the Summer Festival on 24th 
August 2025 instead. Cllr S Hitchings also requested that the council votes to change the 
free parking day that had been designated for 5th December to 24th August for the Summer 
Festival.  

 
12. APOLOGIES  
 

 Cllr N Lacey-Clarke    Cllr B Quayle   
 Cllr L Hitchings (online via Microsoft Teams)     

 
13. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
 

 None 

 

14. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 19th MAY 2025 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr R Holmes , SECONDED by Cllr H Miéville and AGREED (11 in 
favour,1 non-vote/abstention) that the Minutes be APPROVED and SIGNED. 

 
15. TO DISCUSS APPLICATION NO. P/FUL/2024/06927, LAND SOUTH OF BOLNEY, 

SALISBURY ROAD, BLANDFORD FORUM DT11 7SP 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr  A Cross, SECONDED by Cllr C Stevens and AGREED (11 in 
favour and 1 non-vote) that 
 

The Town Council suspends Standing Orders to revisit the planning application. 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr A Cross, SECONDED by Cllr H Miéville and AGREED (9 in favour 
and 3 non-votes/abstentions) that 
 

The Town Council reverses its previous decision and gives full support to this 
proposed application in view of the new information.  Design Code: CA6, Built Form 
Code: 11, 12, 14. 

 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
             

It was PROPOSED by Cllr  R Holmes, SECONDED by Cllr H Miéville and AGREED 
unanimously that 
 

  Standing orders are reinstated.  
 

16. APPENDIX A – NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS        
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix A). 
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16. APPENDIX A – NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS        
 

16.1 P/HOU/2025/02752 – 42 Marston Close – Erect side extension 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr S Chapman, SECONDED by Cllr T Clarkson and AGREED (11 in 
favour, 1 abstention) that 
 

The Town Council has no objections to the application. Blandford + NP policies 
B10, Design Code: CA4, Built Form Code: 11, 14 and 15 & 16 apply.  

 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
                    

16.2 P/HOU/2025/03280 – 4 Market Place – Display 2 x Non-Illuminating Fascia 
   

It was PROPOSED by Cllr S Chapman , SECONDED by Cllr H Miéville and AGREED 
unanimously that 

The Town Council has no objections to the application. Blandford + NP policies 
B10, Design Code: CA2, Built Form Code: 9 apply.  

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
17. APPENDIX B – DORSET COUNCIL DECISIONS ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND 

APPLICATIONS AWAITING DECISIONS 
 

 The paper was emailed to Councillors prior to the meeting (Appendix B).  
 
18.  SITE VISITS/DORSET COUNCIL PLANNING MEETINGS 
  

None  
 
It was PROPOSED by Cllr S Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr Y Miéville and AGREED 
unanimously that  

 

The Town Council suspends Standing Orders to revisit the next item.  
 

19.  TO CONSIDER A REQUEST TO AMEND ONE OF THE AGREED FREE PARKING DATES  
 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix C). 
 

Cllr S Hitchings explained that a group of volunteers are organising a summer event and 
would like to make use of a parking area, but it is costly to do so and they would therefore 
appreciate one of the agreed free parking days being changed to cover it.  
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr S Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr Y Miéville and AGREED 
unanimously that 

 

The request to cancel the free parking date on 5th December 2025 and change it 
to 25th August 2025 is approved.  

 ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr S Chapman, SECONDED by R Holmes and AGREED 
unanimously that  
 

The use of the town crest is approved.  

 ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr S Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr Y Miéville and AGREED 
unanimously that  
       

Standing Orders are reinstated. 
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20. CLERK’S REPORT AND CORRESPONDENCE 
  

Funding for Neighbourhood Plans – The decision was made by central government last week 
to stop all funding for community neighbourhood plans . There is a petition to challenge this 
decision which can be found on the DAPTC website, and the link was sent to the B+ 
Neighbourhood Plan group. 
 

Gift – The gift Councillors discussed at the last council meeting has been ordered by the 
Town Clerk using the Civic Budget. 
 

Green Fair – The Town Council’s Armed Forces Expo is taking place at the Legion on 
Saturday 10am to 2pm. The Legion has arranged for the Ringwood Pipe Band to play at 
9:30am in the Market Place and they will be holding a short opening ceremony outside the 
Legion at 10am before the Expo opens. Also that day, the Green Fair is taking place at the 
Marsh & Ham 12-5pm. The Town Clerk has prepared a display for a BFTC table and the 
caretaker will be taking it over along with chairs and a table at 11:45am, for the following 
Councillors to man the BFTC table: 
 

12pm-2pm – Yvonne and Samantha 
2pm-3pm – Sheila 
2pm-4pm – Maggie  
3pm-4pm – Rosemary 
 

The meeting closed at 8.31pm. 
 
 

SIGNED: …………………………………………………………   DATED: ………………………………. 
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