BLANDFORD FORUM TOWN COUNCIL ;f 4
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting < “,
Held on Monday 28t July 2025 at 7:00pm in Woodhouse Garden;\P"é%l'i?n

PRESENT O

Clir H Miéville — Chairman of Council ClIr C Stevens- Vice Chairman of Couri\é'rkj‘?”@,«,,
Clir S Hitchings Clir L Hitchings \ng,
Clir B Quayle Clir A Cross N
Clir R Holmes Clir N Lacey-Clarke

Clir T Clarkson Clir Y Miéville

Cllr S Morgan Clir S Chapman

Clir G Del-Pinto

IN ATTENDANCE

Committee Clerk Operations Manager

Peter Aldous Alan Parker

Antonia Lopez Calvin Hewitt

Liz Rawlings Nicci Brown (via Microsoft Teams)

40. PUBLIC SESSION

40.1 Peter Aldous represents Extinction Rebellion Wimborne and Eco Blandford. Peter voiced his
concerns regarding the council’s use of Glyphosate products in its outside spaces. Peter shared
his concerns that the use of this product is poisonous and dangerous for residents’ health, as well
as harming animals and the land itself. Peter is pleased that the town council are investigating the
use of this product, however he feels that the Operations Manager's recommendation contains
too much emphasis on cost and not enough on the long term benefits of stopping the use of
Glyphosate.

40.1 Calvin Hewitt explained that he has concerns over properties in Blandford that are being made
vacant and that the current residents of these homes are being given money to be re-housed
elsewhere. Mr Hewitt asked who Dorset Council intend to house in these homes? Clir H Miéville
explained that these homes are the responsibility of Dorset Council. Clir Lacey-Clarke responded
as one of our Dorset Councillors. He explained that the local homes that have recently been
made vacant are not owned by Dorset Council, they purely lease them from private owners and
lease them to people in receipt of housing support. He explained that due to the need for
extensive refurbishment of these buildings and the repair costs being so high, there are some
incentive schemes to encourage the current residents to move to safer homes. If they are to make
these homes usable then Dorset council will need to purchase them and unlikely that this will
happen. Mr Hewitt asked if these homes would be used to house Asylum seekers, to which Clir
Lacey-Clarke explained that this is unlikely due to the lack of infrastructure and support around
the area to support them.

40.2 Alan Parker spoke to the council regarding the Pro Barber shop on East Street. Mr Parker has
concerns over the signage and colour scheme that has been used by them, explaining he feels
they are not in-keeping with the town. Mr Parker would like to know what authority the town
council has over this issue. ClIr Lacey- Clarke and other members explained that Blandford
Forum Town Council has no authority, however the issue has been reported and is currently in
the hands of Enforcement Officers and Conservation Officers at Dorset Council.

41. REPORT FROM DORSET COUNCIL COUNCILLORS

Clir Quayle asked if anyone knows any children that could benefit from the school holiday
programme that DC are running, if so please do get in touch with Dorset Council.
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41.

42.

43.

44,

45.
451

45.2

REPORT FROM DORSET COUNCIL COUNCILLORS (cont.)

Broadband services have now been upgraded in shorts lane and Wessex Water are currently
conducting works on Salisbury Road. ClIr Quayle reported his concerns regarding the quality of
the road resurfacing work that was recently carried out on Wimborne Road. Clir Quayle has
reported these concerns to Dorset Highways and will continue to press them for an answer on
this.

Dorset Council have published their plans to modernise services to save money which our
councillors are concerned about and will keep us up to date as to what cuts will possibly be
coming. Blandford is still without a community highways officer so if any potholes are noticed
please report them to the Dorset councillors.

The new booking system at the recycling centre will not go ahead as planned for the time being
due to the large amount of concerns raised.

Clir Lacey-Clarke spoke about an investigation that found a series of governance failures under
the previous administration at Dorset Council between December 2022 and October 2024
resulting in a £14 million discrepancy in funds. Key findings include officers bypassed controls,
undeclared expenses and a lack of internal controls. This has resulted in 11 officers being
dismissed.

Clir Lacey-Clarke informed the council that he has become the chair of the Scrutiny Committee at
Dorset Council.

The Nature and Climate committee at Dorset Council are reducing the use of Glyphosate spray.
There is an emerging policy that is not yet in place but indicates that if a town or parish council
declares themselves a glyphosate free area, Dorset Council will honour this and will not spray this
product in those areas.

Clir Lacey-Clarke explained he spoke with the travelling community that arrived at Stour
Meadows and worked with them to suggest a new more suitable area to move to.
APOLOGIES

Clir M Putt Clir J Robinson

TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS

Clir Lacey-Clarke and Clir Morgan are members of the Blandford Business group so they
will abstain from voting on this agenda item.

MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS HELD ON 23" JUNE 2025

It was PROPOSED by ClIr Holmes, SECONDED by ClIr Cross and AGREED (11 in favour, 2
abstentions) that the Minutes be APPROVED and SIGNED.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE

Deputy Town Crier — The interview date was Wednesday 2nd July 2025 and CliIrs S Hitchings and
Stevens were on the panel with the Town Crier and Town Clerk, who appointed Mike Lofthouse
as Deputy Town Crier. His first event with Town Crier, Liz Rawlings will be in Lyme Regis on
Wednesday 23rd July 2025 for Somers Day (Admiral Sir George Somers) and Mike has sourced
a fabulous ouitfit for the role.

Freeman, Cyril Hill — Cyril's nephew, Gary Manson has offered the return of Cyril's Freeman
certificate and this will be displayed with the other Freedom certificates and photos when we
return to the Corn Exchange.
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45. TOWN CLERK'’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE (cont.)

45.3 Blandford Community Fridge — The community fridge receives volunteering recognition from the
High Sheriff of Dorset — The Town Clerk nominated the Fridge volunteers for this award following
an announcement by the DAPTC. Callum Bremner JP supported the nomination and visited the
Fridge on 16th July 2025 to bestow a High Sheriff Award on behalf of His Majesty the King to the
Fridge volunteers; recognising their efforts and thanking them for their outstanding work without
reward, other than to see their community flourish. Callum spent time chatting with volunteers
about their aims to reduce food waste and the many benefits they experience from being an
active volunteer.

45.4 Town Hall Benches — The Blandford Men’s Shed has been given paint from the venue paint
scheme to paint the Town Hall benches and tables with. Clir Stevens has been liaising with the
group and we are very grateful for their support and expertise.

45.5 Notice for Blandford / Mortain Twinning Meeting — Clir Cross asked the office to publicise the
twinning meeting taking place in the Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion, which has been done on our
social media.

45.6 Calendar — The Town Council calendar for 2026, the profits of which go to the Mayor’s Charities,
has been approved by the Chairman of Council and is with the printer. This is much earlier than
the 2025 production, so we hope to start selling them in August.

45.7 Allotment Agreements — All the allotment letters (notifying plot holders of the rent for the next
year), agreements and invoices have been distributed for both the Lamperd’s Field and Elizabeth
Road allotment sites.

45.8 Garrison Visit — The Garrison and the Royal Signals Museum have been kind enough to host
councillors, staff, criers, mace bearers and Freemen on Friday 25th July 2025 for a morning,
which will include a tour of the Camp.

45.9 Forthcoming Events — Please come along and support the forthcoming council events:

* Friday 8th August at 10am — Jamie Jigsaw at Woodhouse Gardens

» Tuesday 12th August at 7pm — Stour Valley Band at Woodhouse Gardens

* Friday 12th September at 10am — Dorset Architectural Heritage Week at the Cemetery Chapel
 Saturday 13th September at 10:30am — Dorset Criers’ Competition and Mayor’s Civic Day

46. CIVIC REPORT

The paper was distributed to Councillors via email prior to the meeting (see Appendix B).
47. RECOMMENDATIONS AND RECEIPT OF MINUTES
471 TOWN & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 14™ JULY 2025

47 .1.1 Recommendations (none)

The paper was noted (see Appendix C).

47.1.2 The Minutes were RECEIVED.

48. TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE TRIAL USE OF ALTERNATIVES TO GLYPHOSATE
The paper was noted (see Appendix D).

It was PROPOSED by Clir Y Miéville, SECONDED by ClIr Stevens and AGREED in a named
vote (10 in favour, 1 non-vote,1 abstention) that

Councillors agreed to stop using glyphosate in all its public areas, but and we
should publicise what we are doing and why we are doing this in every green space
that the council are responsible for to explain the reason for this, and to also
publicise this online. Councillors also ask the town council staff to explore
opportunities regarding the rumoured emerging policy on the use of Glyphosate
from Dorset Council.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |
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48.

49,

TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE TRIAL USE OF ALTERNATIVES TO GLYPHOSATE (cont.)

Councillor Against Abstention

Clir C Stevens

Clir B Quayle

Clir N Lacey-Clarke

Clir G Del-Pinto

Clir Y Miéville

Clir S Hitchings

Clir S Chapman

Clir R Holmes

Clir T Clarkson

Clir A Cross

CliIr L Hitchings

Clir S Morgan

x<|>| [x|x| [x xxxxxg

Clir H Miéville

TO CONSIDER EXPENDITURE AND OPTIONS FOR THE TOWN CHRISTMAS TREE,
DECORATIONS AND LIGHTS

The paper was noted (see Appendix E).

It was PROPOSED by CliIr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by ClIr Quayle and NOT AGREED (4 in
favour, 7 against, 2 abstentions) that

The town council does all the same Christmas decorations as we did last year.

Clir Quayle left the meeting at 8:33pm.

50.
50.1

50.2

50.3

It was PROPOSED by CliIr L Hitchings , SECONDED by ClIr Holmes and AGREED unanimously
that
In regard to Woodhouse Gardens, the council agrees that we do not commit to any
expenditure until we receive both contractor quotes and can make an informed
decision.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

It was PROPOSED by CliIr S Hitchings , SECONDED by ClIr Y Miéville and AGREED (11 in
favour, 1 abstention) that

Regarding the Main Christmas Tree, the council agree to employ a contractor to
install and decorate a 22ft Nordman Fir at a cost of £5,050.00 outside of the Corn
Exchange and allow the staff to decorate the Corn Exchange building the same as
last year (Expenditure Authority: General Power of Competence, Localism Act 2011,
$1-8).

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |
TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE AND CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS FROM THE:

Neighbourhood Plan — Blandford + Monitoring Group

The paper was noted (see Appendix )ClIr Cross reported that the future of the Local
Neighbourhood Plan remains uncertain.

BFTC Commemoration Group

Nothing to report.

Climate Change & Biodiversity Working Group
Nothing to report.
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50. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE AND CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS FROM THE: (cont.)

50.4 Dorset Council Grant to support the Market Area Enhancement Project (no update)

The group has still not had a response form Dorset Council. Clir Lacey-Clarke said he will follow
this up with Dorset Council at his meeting with them next week.

51. TO CONSIDER SPONSORING THE BLANDFORD BUSINESS AWARDS 2025

No report was received and so no proposal was made.

52. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE TOWN COUNCIL PLAN
The paper was distributed to Councillors via email prior to the meeting and noted.
53. REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ORGANISATIONS

The Mortain Twinning Association held a meeting 2 weeks ago with 15 members in attendance.
The Chair, Roger Carter, was very happy with the turnout, they explained what has been set up
so far and that exciting things are beginning to happen for the group.

54. PLANNING MATTERS
54.1 The paper was noted (see Appendix ).

54.1.1 P/LBC/2025/03903- Kings Arms Hotel, Whitecliff Mill Street, Blandford Forum DT11 7BE -
External repairs & Internal refurbishment of bedrooms and public rooms. Retain works/repairs.

It was PROPOSED by CliIr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by ClIr Cross and AGREED unanimously
that

The Town Council has no objections to the application, which is in accordance with
Blandford + NP Policies: B10 Design Code: CA2 Built Form Code: 9 ,15, 16.17,19

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

54.1.2 P/FUL/2025/04035- Land at Plough Estate Blandford Heights Industrial Estate, Blandford Forum
DT11 7UG - Retain change of use of land for the siting of food trailer & attached timber shelter

It was PROPOSED by CliIr Stevens , SECONDED by CliIr Lacey-Clarke and AGREED
unanimously that

The Town Council has no objections to the application, which is in accordance with
Blandford + NP Policies: B10 Design Code: CAS5, Built Form Code: 1,2 & 7

54.1.3 P/FUL/2025/04068 3b Clump Farm Clump Farm Industrial Estate Blandford Forum DT11 7TD-
It was PROPOSED by Clir, SECONDED by ClIr and AGREED unanimously that

The Town Council decided that whilst not enough time was given to gather a public
response on this matter, a straw poll was taken and the councils unofficial
response is that there are no objections to the application, which is in accordance
with Blandford + NP Policies: B10 Design Code: CA5, Built Form Code: 1,2 & 7

54.2 Appendix B — CliIr Cross took Councillors through Appendix B, which was distributed to
Councillors prior to the meeting.

55. CONFIDENTIAL
It was PROPOSED by Clir Chapman, SECONDED by Clir Cross and AGREED unanimously that
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55. CONFIDENTIAL (cont.)

The public and press may be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that publicity
might be prejudicial to the public interest as per Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings)
Act 1960.

55.1 To consider a nomination for Freeman of Blandford Forum (Stage1) (papers distributed to
councillors only)

It was PROPOSED by CliIr Lacey-Clarke , SECONDED by Clir Del-Pinto and NOT AGREED 4 in
favour, 7 against, 1 abstention that
That the council postpones this vote until the next town council meeting to consider
this nomination further.

It was PROPOSED by CliIr L Hitching, SECONDED by Clir Cross and AGREED 5 in favour, 1
against, 6 abstentions that
The Town Council agrees to take this nomination to stage two.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

55.2 To consider a request from Dorset Highways for a change of speed limit

As this item was a late addition to the agenda a vote was not taken. However, the
Town Council supports the proposed change of speed limit proposed by Dorset
Highways. The council will write to the Highways Officer and pose the following
question: Can highways look at the capacity of the current network and report back
to us if any improvements can be made to improve capacity and flow of traffic.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

The meeting closed at 9:48pm.

SIGNED ...oiiiiiiiiiri s DATED .....cocvveeieiiaes
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