BLANDFORD FORUM
TOWN COUNCIL

To: All Town Councillors Dorset Council Councillors
Members of the Public & Press

Dear Member
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Town Council which will be held in
Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion, The Tabernacle, Blandford Forum DT11 7GQ on Monday
28t July 2025 at 7:00 pm to consider the following items. This meeting will also be available
to view online using Microsoft Teams using this link.

Usse.

Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
218t July 2025

AGENDA

Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour,
which may be extended at the discretion of the Council, during which time members of the
public may speak. During the course of the meeting, members of the public and our elected
representatives from the Dorset Council may indicate they wish to speak, and, at the
discretion of the Chairman, and with the approval of the Members, they may be allowed to do
so on points of information only. The Council may on occasion invite members of the public
to comment on specific issues where points of information or their particular knowledge on a
subject might prove of benefit to the Council.

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters
in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation,
marital status, religion, belief or disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety and Human
Rights. Disabled access is available.

All in attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may
occur during the meeting.

1. Public Session

2. Report from Dorset Council Councillors

3. Apologies

4. To receive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations

5. Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 23 June 2025

6. Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence

7. Civic Report (to follow)


https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NjcxOTNlMzQtOGI5ZS00YTU1LTgyNDktMjVjZWIzMzk5Y2Rj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220c3baf8d-62e3-449c-a9c3-94a2df169799%22%7d
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/230625.pdf

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

Recommendations and Receipt of Minutes
8.2 Town & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on 14" July 2025

8.2.1 Recommendations (none)
8.2.2 To RECEIVE the Minutes

To receive a report on the trial use of alternatives to glyphosate

To consider expenditure and options for the town Christmas tree, decorations and
lights

To receive an update and consider any requests from the:

11.1  Neighbourhood Plan — Blandford + Monitoring Group

11.2 BFTC Commemoration Group

11.3 Climate Change & Biodiversity Working Group
(meeting held on 4" June 2025, next meeting scheduled for 10" September
2025)

11.4 Dorset Council Grant to support the Market Area Enhancement Project (no
update)

To consider sponsoring the Blandford Business Awards 2025 (information to follow)
To receive an update on the Town Council Plan (distributed separately by email)

Reports from Community and Local Organisations (Councillors are requested to
advise the Chairman of Council or the Town Clerk if they wish to make a report under
this heading)

Planning Matters
15.1 Appendix A — Planning Applications
15.2 Appendix B (to follow)

Confidential

The public and press may be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that publicity
might be prejudicial to the public interest as per the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960.

16.1 To consider a nomination for Freeman of Blandford Forum (Stage 1) (distributed
to Councillors only)

Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings are available from the Town

Clerk’s Office and online at www.blandfordforum-tc.qov.uk

Twinned with Preetz, Germany LOCAL COUNCIL Twinned with Mortain, France
- AWARD SCHEME
______ "QUALITY GOLD

Town Clerk’s Office
Church Lane, Blandford Forum
Dorset DT11 7AD

Tel: 01258 454500
Email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk
www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk



https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/140725.pdf
http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/

Agenda Item No. 6
Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence

Deputy Town Crier — The interview date was Wednesday 2" July 2025 and Clirs S Hitchings
and Stevens were on the panel with the Town Crier and Town Clerk, who appointed Mike
Lofthouse as Deputy Town Crier. His first event with Town Crier, Liz Rawlings will be in Lyme
Regis on Wednesday 23™ July 2025 for Somers Day (Admiral Sir George Somers) and Mike
has sourced a fabulous outfit for the role.

Freeman, Cyril Hill — Cyril's nephew, Gary Manson has offered the return of Cyril's Freeman
certificate and this will be displayed with the other Freedom certificates and photos when we
return to the Corn Exchange.

Blandford Community Fridge — The community fridge receives volunteering recognition from
the High Sheriff of Dorset — The Town Clerk nominated the Fridge volunteers for this award
following an announcement by the DAPTC. Callum Bremner JP supported the nomination
and visited the Fridge on 16th July 2025 to bestow a High Sheriff Award on behalf of His
Majesty The King to the Fridge volunteers; recognising their efforts and thanking them for
their outstanding work without reward, other than to see their community flourish. Callum
spent time chatting with volunteers about their aims to reduce food waste and the many
benefits they experience from being an active volunteer.

Town Hall Benches — The Blandford Men’s Shed has been given paint from the venue paint
scheme to paint the Town Hall benches and tables with. Clir Stevens has been liaising with
the group and we are very grateful for their support and expertise.

Notice for Blandford / Mortain Twinning Meeting — ClIr Cross asked the office to publicise the
twinning meeting taking place in the Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion, which has been done on
our social media.

Calendar — The Town Council calendar for 2026, the profits of which go to the Mayor’s
Charities, has been approved by the Chairman of Council and is with the printer. This is
much earlier than the 2025 production, so we hope to start selling them in August.

Allotment Agreements — All the allotment letters (notifying plot holders of the rent for the next
year), agreements and invoices have been distributed for both the Lamperd’s Field and
Elizabeth Road allotment sites.

Garrison Visit — The Garrison and the Royal Signals Museum have been kind enough to host
councillors, staff, criers, mace bearers and Freemen on Friday 25" July 2025 for a morning,
which will include a tour of the Camp.

Forthcoming Events — Please come along and support the forthcoming council events:

e Friday 8™ August at 10am — Jamie Jigsaw at Woodhouse Gardens

e Tuesday 12" August at 7pm — Stour Valley Band at Woodhouse Gardens

e Friday 12" September at 10am — Dorset Architectural Heritage Week at the Cemetery
Chapel

e Saturday 13" September at 10:30am — Dorset Criers’ Competition and Mayor’s Civic
Day



Agenda Item No. 9

To consider a report on the trial use of non-Glyphosate based weedkillers
in Town Council areas

Background

Following a request from Councillors, | reviewed the Town Council’s use of glyphosate-based
weedkillers and explored potential alternatives. We have trialled two non-glyphosate based
weedkillers, New way weed spray and Spot on weed and moss killer a natural product
composed of acetic acid, similar to a highly concentrated vinegar. While precautions are
necessary in confined spaces and with the concentrated form due to its irritant properties, it is
generally regarded as safe.

Safety Measures

It is important to note that, regardless of the product selected, only trained staff will be
authorised to apply any herbicides. All personnel will be equipped with appropriate Personal
Protective Equipment (PPE), including spraying suits.

Current Use of Glyphosate

We currently use a glyphosate-based weedkiller (trade name Roundup) across several
venues:

Larksmead: Applied along the inner fence line. While strimming is an option, it risks
damaging the fence and would require more frequent maintenance.

Woodhouse Gardens: Used on paths and along the surrounding walls.

Amenity Areas: Applied to paths and edging around walls and fences.

Park Road: Used on paths.

Cemetery: Sprayed around all memorials to avoid strimming, which can cause damage and
lead to complaints. Hand-pulling weeds would require substantial staff time and be more
frequent. This product is also used on paths and boundary walls at this site.

Additionally, we have performed ad hoc applications for external bodies, for example

footpaths were sprayed for the Dorset Council in 2019.

Application Rates and Costs

New-Way Weedspray can be mixed at a ratio of 1 part product to 3 parts water, effectively
targeting soft tissue weeds such as grasses and broadleaf weeds, as well as moss.

New-Way Weedspray: Typically applied at 65-125 litres per hectare, costing between £4.94
and £9.50 per 100 square meters.

Spot on weed and moss Kkiller is very similar in application rates as the New Way

Glyphosate: Typically applied at 10 litres per hectare, costing approximately £1.50 per 100
square meters.

As such, non-glyphosate options are significantly more expensive.



The major difference for the grounds team is that Roundup takes within 2-3 hours, and New-
Way takes 2-3 days and if it rains within that time the product is washed away and would
need to be reapplied. This reduces the window of opportunity and also means staff time
could be duplicated if forecasts aren’t accurate.

We have trialled two now and one is slightly better but in all honesty they are not as good as
roundup as the results show.

A trial of New-Way Weedspray has been conducted including a trial area where we also used
the last of the glyphosate as a comparison. The weather was dry and sunny and the weeds
were growing actively, ideal conditions for the application of weedkiller.

Sprayed with Glyphosate free weedkiller

As can be seen the glyphosate is far more effective and the non-glyphosate has not had a
massive effect despite being applied at a higher rate. This would require at least another
treatment and quite possibly more.

Sprayed with Glyphosate

The alternative is to hand pull weeds which is massively labour intensive or to let the weeds
grow which is a divisive subject especially at the Cemetery.

At the moment we spray round all the plots to prevent machines damaging the memorials
whilst cutting the grass, and it is this attention to detail that has won the Town Council
consecutive Cemetery of the Year awards. It would not be possible to pull the weeds
manually throughout the summer and it appears that the non-Glyphosate weedkiller will not
be as effective.

A trial of the Spot On Weedkiller proved to be slightly mor effective but again not as effective
as Glyphosate despite being applied in ideal conditions and at a higher rate.

The non-Glyphosate is most effective on broad leaf weeds but is not effective or at best
minimally so on grass and narrow leaved weeds.

Hot Foam, another alternative, is not suitable for our low usage and would be very expensive
and labour intensive.”

There was an extensive survey carried out in Cardiff, which was previously sent to
Councillors, summing it up it found:

“An independent scientific report assessing three different types of weed killer to manage
plant growth on Cardiff's highways and pavements has concluded that glyphosate is “the
most effective and sustainable weed control method currently available.”



The scientific trial assessed the viability of two ‘eco-friendly’ alternatives to the glyphosate-
based approach used by the majority of local authorities in the UK. It found that glyphosate
has a smaller overall environmental footprint than the two alternatives trialled, which were
acetic acid (a highly concentrated vinegar) and a hot foam treatment (a plant-based product
which combines hot water with a biodegradable foam). Glyphosate was also the least
expensive product tested and ranked highest for customer satisfaction.

Dr Jones, said: “This is one of the most comprehensive real-world studies comparing
glyphosate with the alternative methods of weed control currently available worldwide.

“What we found was that not only is glyphosate the most efficient and effective way of
controlling weeds, but once you look at the full life cycle of the product, factoring in things like
the amount of fuel and water-used, it is also the least damaging to the environment.

“The responsible glyphosate-based approach to weed control currently used by the council is
the most sustainable method of weed control currently available in the UK.”

In light of the results the Council will continue with its current integrated approach to weed
control, which combines hand weeding, hoeing, forking, mulching and mechanical sweeping,
and the application of approved herbicides, while also taking measures to continue reducing
the use of glyphosate-based products.”

Recommendations
It appears to come down to what Councillors want most:

Higher standards maintained with same staff time spent on the task of weedkilling then
Glyphosate based weedkiller.

Lower standards and more time spent but greener — then rely more on the alternative.

Or a mix of the two could be used, similar to Cardiff, which | would recommend, so we
continue to use some Glyphosate based weedkiller especially at the Cemetery.

We have bought an extra electric strimmer which is being used more in some areas meaning
we use less weedkiller, but as explained this is not suitable in some areas.

It is not recommended that we no longer tackle weeds because we have received numerous
complaints about the back of the churchyard since the church asked us to stop maintaining it
and our focus is on providing recreation areas that need to be accessible to the public.

Jon Goodenough
Operations Manager
15 July 2025



Agenda Iltem No. 10

To consider expenditure and options for the town Christmas tree,
decorations and lights

Report
A meeting was held between a local company who specialise in Christmas Decorations and

the Town Clerk and Operations Manager on 29 April. The aim was to consider the
proposals put by the company as Councillors have always expressed an interest to improve
on the current Christmas display.

The meeting covered all aspects of the Town Councils Christmas display including the small
Christmas trees, the main tree, the lights at Woodhouse Gardens and extra decorations on
the Corn Exchange.

Small Trees
Town Council agreed at the meeting held on the 215t April 2025 that:

The Town Council approves expenditure of £8,900.00+VAT for the
installation and removal of the trees and column lights from the
Christmas light budget line 1025 (Expenditure Authority: General Power of
Competence, Localism Act 2011, S1-8).

However, the company we spoke to have said:

“‘Regarding the small Christmas trees, we would charge a similar rate to what you're currently
paying your installer. However, as experienced Christmas decorators, we would recommend
either using real trees or reviewing your existing ones to assess whether they could be
upgraded for a more cohesive and high-quality appearance. While we understand you
already have arrangements in place for 2025, we would be happy to provide a quotation for
2026 if you'd like to explore options for the future.”

Main Christmas Tree
With regard to the main Christmas tree installed outside the Corn Exchange they have
proposed the following:

22ft Nordman Fir Christmas tree to be lit with 3000 warm white LEDs with 20% ice white
twinkle. With an 850mm lit star (warm white lights and 20% ice white twinkling) to be installed
at the top of the Christmas tree for a total price of £5,050.00 no VAT

For comparison the supplier who provided the tree last year would charge £2383.00 for a 22ft
Nordman (delivery and installation included), this would then be decorated using our own
lights by Town Council Staff. There is an extra charge of around £200.00 for the cherry picker
we hire for the job. So a total of approx. £2,583.00 + VAT

It would only be fair to state that it is unlikely that the staff we have would decorate the tree to
the same standard that the professional company would. So, it really is just a comparison of
price.

If we use the supplier who provided the tree in the Churchyard last year then the cost would
be:

Extra Corn Exchange Decoration

As Councillors will know the Corn Exchange is Grade 1 listed and this prevents us attaching
anything to the building with a fixing that could be considered permanent or in any way
damages the building. without permission.




The company we spoke to have come up with the following three options which do not
require permanent or damaging fixings.

Option One
2 x 6ft single sided wreaths to be installed in the outer archways of the Corn Exchange. Lit

with warm white LEDs and decorated in naturals with heritage colour baubles to be in
keeping with the town colours, buildings and surrounding countryside.

To be installed using the "flower hanging" fixings and secured to reduce movement in wind.

For a Price of £1,620.00 no VAT

Option Two
2 x 6ft double sided wreaths to be installed in the outer archways of the Corn Exchange. Lit

with warm white LEDs and decorated in naturals with heritage colours to be in keeping with
the town colours, buildings and surrounding countryside.
To be installed using the "flower hanging" fixings and secured to reduce movement in wind.

For a price of £3,000.00 no VAT

Option Three
12m of lit and decorated garland to be installed around the internal doorway to bring a focal

point as you walk through from outside the Corn Exchange into the main entrance.
Lit with warm white LEDs and decorated in naturals with heritage colours to be in keeping
with the town colours, buildings and surrounding countryside.

Installation method to be confirmed.
For a price of £1,140.00 No VAT

Woodhouse Gardens lighting.

Option One

4.5m Lit and decorated garland to be installed on archway of "Woodhouse Gardens"
entrance sign.

Lit with warm white LEDs and decorated in naturals with heritage colours to be in keeping
with the town colours, buildings and surrounding countryside.

For a price of £410.00 no VAT

Option Two
Branch wrap tree on the entrance lawn with 3000 warm white LEDs with 20% ice white

twinkle.
Branch wrap tree nearest pavilion with 2000 warm white LEDs with 20% ice white twinkle.

For a price of £405.00 no VAT

Option Three
Warm white Festoon lights to be installed throughout the gardens to create a trail through the
grounds

For a price of £16.00 per meter. no VAT

Option Four
Create a curtain of lights tunnel with warm white LEDs up and over the central archway.

For a price of £310.00 no VAT



Option Five
10ft lit Nordman Fir Christmas Trees to be installed in customer chosen position in the

Woodhouse
Gardens. Installed in pot and secured. Lit with warm white LEDs with 20% ice white twinkle.

For a price of £680.00 no VAT

Option Six
10ft lit & decorated Nordman Fir Christmas Trees to be installed in customer chosen position

in the Woodhouse Gardens. Installed in pot and secured. Lit with warm white LEDs with 20%
ice white twinkle.
Decorated in nutcracker theme to bring focal point and fun for families.

For a price of £890.00 no VAT

Again, for comparison the lights last year at Woodhouse Gardens cost the Town Council
£2367.62 + VAT

All the options listed for a total price of £13,521.00 no VAT, this is unlikely due to the two
very similar options regarding the decorating of the Corn Exchange.

Woodhouse Gardens
Quote to follow from the contractor who has lit Woodhouse in the past.

Recommendation

It is recommended that Councillors note the report and decide if they wish to move forward
with any of the options mentioned and if so, which options they would want, in addition to
then approve related expenditure using funds from what budget line. There is £15,000.00 in
the Christmas lights budget line but £8,900.00 is already allocated to installing the small
Christmas trees and the column lighting, leaving £6,100.00 Councillors should further decide
if they wish to buy the main Christmas Tree from last year’s supplier at a total cost of
£2383.00. (Expenditure Authority: General Power of Competence, Localism Act 2011, S1-8).

Jon Goodenough
Operation Manager
28 May 2025



Agenda Item No. 11.1

Neighbourhood Plan Update

At the last meeting on 30" June 2025, The Chair outlined the Group’s wish to start the next
B+NP review, due by October 2028, including a new vision for the B+ area. However, the
recent withdrawal of funding support, by the government, needed to undertake this work, has
now put the future of neighbourhood plans into doubt. In addition, the new Dorset Council
Local Plan will be out for consultation, over the summer.

The group were very grateful to have Ed Gerry, Community Planning Manager at Dorset
Council attend the meeting. Ed responded to a series of questions that members put to him
regarding the future of Neighbourhood Plans. Ed made a point that as part of the Local Plan
consultation there will be an in-person exhibition regarding this in Blandford, and he will
inform us of the date.

A date had been set for the group to meet with Clir Nick Ireland, leader of Dorset Council on
28" July, however it was decided that the meeting should be moved to a mid-September /
October date, when the picture is clearer as regards the Local Plan and the fate of
neighbourhood plans.

Councillors please note the following:

The planned start of the next review of the B+NP (due October 2028) has been put on hold
until the autumn as there are many too many unknown factors that will affect the NP, going
forwards. These include:

- The content of the new Dorset Local Plan, due to go to public consultation on August
18! for 8 weeks.

- The recent withdrawal of government funding for neighbourhood plans, and their reviews,
which will probably see NPs phasing out as they will be too expensive to fund from council
precepts.

- The introduction of National Development Management Policies (NDMPs) by the
government, probably later this year. NDMPs are proposed new national planning policies
that would apply across England, potentially taking precedence over local and
neighbourhood plans in certain areas. Neighbourhood plans, like B+NP, on the other hand,
are locally developed plans shaping development within a specific neighbourhood area. The
relationship between these two types of plans is currently under review as part of planning
reforms.

It is worth remembering that the B+ Neighbourhood Plan policies are still in place and will be
operative until superseded by the adoption of the new Dorset Council Local Plan.”

Minutes from the meetings are all available to view and are displayed in the public domain at
https://blandfordplus.org.uk/

The next meeting will be held in September 2025, date tbc.

Becci Brady
Committee Clerk
8th July 2025


https://blandfordplus.org.uk/

Agenda Item No.

PLANNING APPENDIX A — NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Meeting on Monday 28" July 2025

15.1

Application & Date

Application Details

Comments/
Blandford + Neighbourhood Plan
2011-2033

P/LBC/2025/03903
Applicant: Bayntun
Deadline: 5" August
2025

Kings Arms Hotel White Cliff Mill Street Blandford Forum DT11 7BE
External repairs & internal refurbishment of bedrooms and public
rooms. Retain works/repairs.

Blandford + NP Policies: B10
Design Code: CA2

Built Form Code: 9 ,15,
16.17,19,

P/FUL/2025/04035
Applicant: Mr Newman
Deadline: 6" August
2025

Land at Plough Estate Blandford Heights Industrial Estate Blandford

Forum DT11 7UG
Retain change of use of land for the siting of food trailer & attached
timber shelter

Blandford + NP Policies: B10
Design Code: CA5
Built Form Code: 1,2 & 7



https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=415618&cuuid=C7E231E0-D788-42AE-BD24-F86632C28EDA
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=415618&cuuid=C7E231E0-D788-42AE-BD24-F86632C28EDA
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=415759&cuuid=47411A3C-8E8B-425C-8F0D-88A1D3702FE2
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=415759&cuuid=47411A3C-8E8B-425C-8F0D-88A1D3702FE2
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=415759&cuuid=47411A3C-8E8B-425C-8F0D-88A1D3702FE2
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