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BLANDFORD FORUM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Town Council Corn Exchange Meeting 

Held on Monday 21st July 2025 at 7:00pm in Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion 
 

PRESENT 
 

Cllr S Hitchings – Committee Chairman  Cllr A Cross – Committee Vice Chairman 
Cllr H Miéville – Chairman of Council   Cllr C Stevens – Vice Chairman of Council   
Cllr L Hitchings    Cllr B Quayle  
Cllr T Clarkson    Cllr S Chapman 
Cllr S Morgan    Cllr R Holmes 
Cllr Y Miéville    Cllr M Putt  

 Cllr J Robinson  
 

IN ATTENDANCE 
 

Town Clerk      Operations Manager 
Nicci Brown (via Microsoft Teams) 

 
10. PUBLIC SESSION 
 

Cllr Y Miéville informed Councillors that there is a litter pick taking place this Saturday, meeting at 
the Mortain Bridge at 10am. 
 

Cllr Cross updated Councillors on the planning session he attended with Cllr Carter last week, 
which will be reported on as part of the B+ report at the full council meeting next week.  
 

11. APOLOGIES 
 

 Cllr G Del-Pinto      Cllr N Lacey-Clarke   
 

12. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

None 
 

13. MINUTES OF THE CORN EXCHANGE MEETING HELD ON 19TH MAY 2025  
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Holmes, SECONDED by Cllr Cross and AGREED (11 in favour, 2 non-
votes/abstentions) that the Minutes be APPROVED and SIGNED. 

 
14. TOWN CLERK'S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Tile Sponsorship Scheme - The meeting Chairman has approved the flyer for this opportunity and a 
local website designer has been busy setting us up with Stripe to allow for online payments. Cllr S 
Hitchings has also purchased three tiles for family members and commented that the process was 
very easy to follow. To date, 23 tiles have been purchased by the public.  
 

Works - Works are going well and a progress meeting was held on 30th June 2025 between the  
contractor and the Town Council’s Design Team, the Town Clerk and Cllr S Hitchings. The  
next – and final – meetings are scheduled for 23rd July, 19th August and 24th September  
2025. Photographs of the latest work and updates have been sent to Councillors and the next  
financial statement will be distributed as soon as it is received. 
 

Town Hall - The paint colour scheme seen in the Corn exchange is being continued throughout the 
building and also on the legs and frames of the Town Hall tables and benches. Paint has been 
bought for the Blandford Men’s Shed to work on the tables and benches and we look forward to 
seeing them in situ later in the year. 
 

Financial Statement – An up-to-date financial statement was provided in the agenda. 
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15. TO CONSIDER ADDITIONAL EXPENDITURE FOR THE COAT OF ARMS  
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix A).  
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Holmes, SECONDED by Cllr Chapman and AGREED unanimously that 
 

Councillors note the report and agree that the Town Council approves the additional 
expenditure to carry out the essential restoration works to the Coat of Arms, using 
the Corn Exchange project budget line and the £1,000 grant from The Georgian 
Group (Expenditure Authority: Localism Act 2011 s1-8). 
 

     ACTION: TOWN CLERK 

 
16. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON EVENTS BEING ARRANGED FOR THE CORN EXCHANGE  
 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix B).  
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Y Miéville, SECONDED by Cllr Stevens and AGREED unanimously that  
 

Councillors note the report and agreed that the Town Council authorises 
expenditure for officers to continue booking acts, paying deposits and seeking 
sponsors of events for the Corn Exchange, with the aim of providing affordable 
events to the local community (Expenditure Authority: General Power of 
Competence, Localism Act 2011, S1-8). In addition, staff man the bar where 
appropriate for comedy nights until this can be assessed for profitability. 
 

     ACTION: TOWN CLERK 

 
The Town Clerk advised she is contacting a Taylor Swift tribute act and Councillors 
suggested the following, which the Town Clerk will look into:  
 

Mark Steele – BBC presenter  
Queen tribute 
ABBA tribute  
 

The meeting closed at 7:31pm.  
 
 
SIGNED ….………………………………………….………………………       DATED ………..…………. 


