
 BLANDFORD FORUM 

TOWN COUNCIL 
 
To:   Town & General Purposes Committee Members (Cllr R Holmes, Cllr T Clarkson, , Cllr H 

Miéville, Cllr S Stevens, Cllr Y Miéville, Cllr B Quayle, Cllr M Putt, Cllr G Del-Pinto, Cllr 
S Morgan)  
 

All other members of the Town Council    Dorset Council Councillors
 Members of the Public & the Press     
 
Dear Member, 
 

TOWN & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Town & General Purposes Committee which 
will be held in the Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion, The Tabernacle, Blandford Forum DT11 
7GQ on Monday 14th July 2025 at 7:00 pm to consider the following items. This meeting will 
also be available to view online using Microsoft Teams using this link. 
 

 
Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk 
7th July 2025 
 
 

A G E N D A 
 

Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour, which may 
be extended at the discretion of the Committee, during which time members of the public may 
speak. During the course of the meeting, members of the public and our elected representatives from 
the Dorset Council may indicate they wish to speak, and, at the discretion of the Chairman, and with 
the approval of the Members, they may be allowed to do so on points of information only. The 
Committee may on occasion invite members of the public to comment on specific issues where points 
of information or their particular knowledge on a subject might prove of benefit to the Committee.  
 

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the 
exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, 
religion, belief or disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. Disabled access 
is available. 
 

All in attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may occur during 
the meeting. 

 
1. Public Session 

 

1.1 Janet Tyson – Shop Fronts in Blandford Forum 
 

1.2 Presentation from David Sidwick, Dorset Police & Crime Commissioner  
 

2. Apologies 
 
3. To receive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations  

 
4. Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th March 2025 

 
5. Committee Clerk’s Report and Correspondence 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YTE5ZThjMDYtMDQ0Yy00MmE4LWFiOWEtZGUyMjkzNGJiYjY4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220c3baf8d-62e3-449c-a9c3-94a2df169799%22%7d
https://www.dorset.pcc.police.uk/about-us/meet-the-police-and-crime-commissioner/
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/170325.pdf


6. General Updates from: 
 

6.1 Blandford Police  
 

6.2 Blandford Business Support Group 
 

6.3 Market Manager 
 
7. DC Highways  

 

7.1 To consider a resident’s proposal for traffic calming measures on Salisbury Road  
 

7.2 Update on previous proposal of new 20mph speed signage on Park Road 
 
8. To consider a request from a resident for a dog waste disposal bin 

 
9. Review of Town & General Purposes budgets to 30th June 2025 

 

9.1 Analytical Review of Revenue Budget  
 

9.2 Review of Earmarked Reserves 
 

9.3 Reserve Accounts 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

21st July Corn Exchange Meeting at 7pm 
28th July Town Council meeting at 7pm  (including planning applications) 
 
  

Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings are available from Blandford 
Library, the Town Clerk’s Office and online at www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk. 

 
 

Twinned with Preetz, Germany 
 

Twinned with Mortain, France 
 

 
 

 

Town Clerk’s Office 

Church Lane, Blandford Forum  

Dorset DT11 7AD 
 

Tel: 01258 454500 

Email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/


Agenda Item No. 5 

Committee Clerk’s Report 
 
Free Car Park Days 
 

The Dorset Council parking team approved the request for a change in dates and the free 
parking dates are now as follows:  
 

5th July – Armed Forces Expo 
13th September – Town Criers Competition & Civic Day 
9th November – Remembrance Sunday 
29th November – Christmas shopping day 
25th August  – Blandford Summer Fayre at Marsh & Ham (replaces 5th December) 
 

There will also be free parking On Saturday 6th December for Small Business Saturday. 
 
Update from Dorset Council regrading Traffic calming near Archbishop Wake Primary 
School  
 

Emma Selway the Road Safety Officer at Dorset Council replied to our request for traffic 
calming measures on Black Lane and around that area on 9th April 2025 to inform us that a 
speed indicator device has been placed in Black Lane, Blandford to help manage speeds and 
the school are now operating the 20 mph flashing lights during school times.  
 

Christina Nuala Liddy was appointed as the patrol for Archbishop Wake Primary School at 
Black Lane, Blandford on 22nd April 2025.  
 

Dorset Council also successfully recruited Rob Wigley  to begin his post for the school 
crossing patrol site on Wimborne Road in  May. Emma thanked us for our cooperation and 
continuing to care! 
 
Pro Barber Shop Front  
 

Email received from Dorset Council Enforcement Team on 1st July 2025: 
 

I can confirm that the planning breaches to number 71 East Street are being investigated, and 
the tenants are aware that the sign is not acceptable on a listed building and it will need to be 
removed. In addition to this they are aware any other works that have not been discussed with 
the Conservation team and the correct planning consents put in place may require further 
Planning Enforcement action to be taken if unacceptable.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



          Agenda Item No 6.3 
 

Blandford Forum Market Update July 2025 
 

If we need to cancel the street market due to high winds/yellow weather warnings, Dorset council 
do not charge us for parking compensation.  

I continue to follow up all enquiries 

Pitches let by day 

Saturday 

Sat 4th Jan Market Cancelled due to high winds (no parking compensation paid) 

Sat 11th Jan 5 pitches let 

Sat 18th Jan 4 pitches let  

Sat 25th Jan 5 pitches let 

Sat 1st Feb 6 pitches let 

Sat 8th Feb 3 pitches let  

Sat 15th Feb 7 Market Cancelled due to high winds (no parking compensation paid) 

Sat 22nd Feb 5 pitches let 

Sat 1st Mar 4 pitches let 

Sat 8th Mar 4 pitches let 

Sat 15th Mar 7 Pitches let 

Sat 22nd Mar 3 pitches let  

Sat 29th Mar 6 pitches let  

Thursday 2nd Jan 3 pitches let 

Thursday 9th Jan 3 pitches let 

Thursday 16th Jan 8 pitches let 

Thursday 23rd Jan no spaces used (no parking compensation paid) 

Thursday 30th Jan 6 pitches let 

Thursday 6th Feb 8 pitches let 

Thursday 13th Feb 3 pitches let 

Thursday 20th Feb no spaces used (no parking compensation paid) 

Thursday 27th Feb 8 pitches let 

Thursday 6th Mar 7 pitches let 

Thursday 13th Mar 7 pitches let 

Thursday 20th Mar 8 pitches let 

Thursday 27th Mar 9 pitches let 



Thursdays continue to have a higher occupancy. The corn exchange works continues to have 
an impact on the market. We have had four days cancelled due to high wind speed/stormy 
weather where no parking compensation was paid.  

It has been a difficult year so far, but the traders all seem to appreciate that the Corn Exchange 
refurbishment is necessary and, when finished will be a fantastic resource and should improve 
the town centre and help increase commerce in the town. 

Greenslade Fish Mongers continue to come to Blandford Forum Market on Thursdays as well 

as Saturdays.  

Average Weekly Pitches Let 

 

 

Jan 2024  18.91 average pitches let.  Jan 2025 11.66   average pitches let. 

Feb 2024  16.2 average pitches let.  Feb 2025 12.0   average pitches let. 

Mar 2024  21.83average pitches let.  Mar 2025 18.3      average pitches let. 

The average for the 1st quarter of 2024 is 18.98 

The average for the 1st quarter of 2025 is 13.98 

 

The difference in these figures are due to the Corn Exchange works and the loss of the Indoor 
Market and 4 street pitches which cannot be let due to the hoarding. The Clothes stall were also 
not here for this period due to their operational issues. If they had been at the market we would 
have increased the average by 3 each month in the 1st quarter of 2025 

Indoor Market 

The Indoor Market Traders have now restarted their indoor market “tabletop sale” in the Parish 
Centre opposite Woodhouse Gardens. The Indoor traders are asking many questions about the 
Corn Exchange and its expected completion, which is positive. They have told me they are trying 
to keep the Indoor Market going so that they will be able to return to the Corn Exchange when it 
re-opens. The Café continues at Woodhouse Gardens and is busy. Lisa from the café at 
Woodhouse Gardens continues to tell me that it is “doing ok” I continue to follow up new 
enquiries for stalls. 
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NABMA (National Association of British Market Authorities) 

NABMA continue to be a fantastic resource for the market industry. They have a wealth of 
knowledge, are easy to contact and reply immediately with any advice. Their “Basecamp” 
resource continues to be invaluable by putting us in touch with many other Market 
Teams/Managers nationwide. 

I attended the National Market Traders Federation conference on 14th and 15th April. (at no 

cost to the Council). This, as always, was very interesting and informative. The conference 

was mostly centred on, how we, as an industry attract and retain new traders with much 

emphasis on young traders. 

Chip & Pin Card payments 

Most of our traders are now able to accept Chip & Pin Card payments. There was much resistance to 

this, but it is becoming more and more necessary due to the imminent closure of Lloyds Bank in 

November and the subsequent loss of the cash point. 

Andy Reynolds 

Market Manager 

June 2024 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Agenda Item No  7.1 
 

To consider a resident’s proposal for traffic calming measures on 
Salisbury Road 

 
 
A resident contacted the council on 8th April 2025 to inform us that an increasing number of 
cats are being hit by cars that are speeding on Salisbury Road between the One Stop Shop 
area (by Hunt Road) and Shottesford Avenue/Preetz Way. They have asked if councillors 
would consider supporting the implementing traffic calming measures, such as speed bumps 
on this road. 
 
 
 
 

          Agenda Item No   7.3 
 

Update on previous proposal of new 20mph speed signage on Park Road 
 
In the November 2024 T&GP meeting a resident requested for the speed limit on Park Road to 
be changed to 20mph. Our Dorset councillors agreed to speak with DC to see if this would be 
possible. Cllr Lacey-Clarke has since been in touch with them and in response we received the 
following email from Tony Burden the Road Safety Officer on 8th May 2025: 
   
I recommend taking the time to read through the guidance 20mph Limits and Zones - Dorset 
Council and the new 'helpful information' added to the site. Specifically, note the section that 
states:  
There must be significant community support before we consider implementing a 20mph 
scheme. In assessing community support there is a minimum expectation that the town or 
parish council and local ward member agree with the proposals and there is evidence of broad 
community consensus e.g. through a community survey.   
You can also toggle through the questions on the application form to see what evidence the 
Town Council needs to submit.  
Once you have read the guidance, feel free to contact me again if you would like to discuss the 
merits of an application and the extent of any 20mph scheme in the town. 
 
Councillors need to be aware that if they wish to support this then a speed survey is 
mandatory and must be carried out by volunteers prior to submitting a request for a change of 
speed limit. 
 
 
 
Becci Brady 
Committee Clerk 
June 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://url6.mailanyone.net/scanner?m=1uCt51-0000000CuC6-3ni2&d=4%7Cmail%2F90%2F1746679200%2F1uCt51-0000000CuC6-3ni2%7Cin6l%7C57e1b682%7C28544948%7C14205758%7C681C361366F41310FCFB2FA11AA87CD1&o=%2Fphtw%3A%2Fwtstow.osecdroiun..gvclmwukh20p%2F%2F-m-lntsaiisenoz-d&s=yZuDyM11p6w19AZ7Z2Ert1RERCc
https://url6.mailanyone.net/scanner?m=1uCt51-0000000CuC6-3ni2&d=4%7Cmail%2F90%2F1746679200%2F1uCt51-0000000CuC6-3ni2%7Cin6l%7C57e1b682%7C28544948%7C14205758%7C681C361366F41310FCFB2FA11AA87CD1&o=%2Fphtw%3A%2Fwtstow.osecdroiun..gvclmwukh20p%2F%2F-m-lntsaiisenoz-d&s=yZuDyM11p6w19AZ7Z2Ert1RERCc


Agenda Item No. 8 
 

Request from a resident for a Dog waste disposal bin  
 

A resident emailed the Town Council on 1st July 2025 to inform us that in the walk-through 
from Larksmead to Angus Close, there is a significant amount of dog foul bags that have been 
left on the ground. We already have two bins in use at Larksmead Recreation Ground and the 
distance between the two areas is shown in the map below.  
 
The resident has requested that we install a dog waste disposal bin at this location due to the 
smell and proximity to houses (see map and photograph below). 
 

  
 
However, a resident of the part of Angus Close next to the alleyway has seen this proposal 
being discussed on Facebook and has written to the Town Council objecting for the following 
reasons; I am concerned about the proposal of a dog poo bin being put on that piece of 
grassland to the side of number 6 Angus Close. I feel a poo bin would make dog walkers throw 
poo bags there even more as when the bin is full they would dump the bags on the grass in 
the area. In the summer the smell will be horrendous and will waft into the residential area.  
This is just a short cut to walk dogs at Larksmead and there are plenty of dog poo bins there 
for walkers to dispose of the waste. From memory I think that the area in question is actually 
owned by Spectrum Housing Association. 
  
The resident who requested the bin asked other residents to support this and email the office, 
but nothing has been received to date. 
 
In order to have a dog waste disposal bin installed we would need to make a request to Dorset 
Council and councillors should be aware that Blandford Forum Town Council will be expected 
to pay for the unit, pay for it to be installed, and pay for it to be emptied and maintained. There 
currently is no budget allocated for this.  
 
The cost of a unit is approximately £240 + delivery. 
 
Recommendation  
 

It is recommended that Councillors note the report and decide how they wish to move forward.  
 
Becci Brady 
Committee Clerk 
3rd July 2025 
 
 
 



Agenda Item No 9.1 
 

Analytical Review of Revenue Budget  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 



Agenda Item No. 9.2 
Review of Earmarked Reserves 

 

 



 
Agenda Item No. 9.3 

Reserves 
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