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BLANDFORD FORUM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Town & General Purposes Committee 

Held on Monday 14th July 2025 at 7:00pm in Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion 
 

PRESENT 
 

Cllr R Holmes – Committee Chairman  Cllr T Clarkson- Committee Vice Chairman 
Cllr M Putt     Cllr G Del-Pinto 
Cllr S Morgan     
  
 

IN ATTENDANCE 
 

 David Sidwick – Dorset Police & Crime Commissioner 
 Nicci Brown     Janet Tyson 

Committee Clerk    Town Clerk   
   
 

SITTING IN 
 

 Cllr S Chapman    Cllr N Lacey-Clarke 
 Cllr S Hitchings      
 

1. PUBLIC SESSION 
  

1.1 Resident, Janet Tyson explained her concerns regarding the upkeep, facades and signage 
of shop fronts in Blandford Forum Town Centre. Janet feels they are not adhering to the 
design codes that are in place as part of the local neighbourhood plan and the emptiness of 
buildings reflects badly on the town in terms of business and tourism and for the residents 
that live here. Janet would like to know if the council can do anything to help this matter. Cllr 
Holmes agreed on all points raised, particularly how the colour pallets of many shop 
frontages are not in-keeping with the design code. Cllr Chapman raised the fact that the 
Conservation Officers at Dorset Council have authority. Cllr Lacey-Clarke responded to the 
points raised and informed the committee and residents present that the listed buildings 
must apply for planning permission to make any amendments and changes of signage. For 
all other buildings no planning permission is required to make changes, hence the design 
code does not have to be adhered too. Janet asked who is responsible for the upkeep and 
maintenance of buildings, Cllr Lacey-Clarke said it depends on the circumstances of each 
building, i.e. tenant, freeholder, and there is no legal requirement to maintain the buildings 
unless there is a safety issue or it is listed. 
 

1.2 David Sidwick, Dorset Police & Crime Commissioner, presented the committee with an 
overview of Dorset Police’s Operational Plan. David explained that his position is ‘holding 
Dorset Police to account’. He explained his vision is to make Dorset the safest county and 
went on to explain the priorities that Dorset Police feel they need to make to achieve this.  
 

‘Operation Relentless’ aims to support projects and initiatives that reduce Anti-social 
behaviour (ASB) and increase public feeling of safety in areas affected by ASB. Dorset 
Police can spend money directly to reduce ASB each year in the county.  
 

Dorset road safety has statistically improved year on year. This is partly due to enforcement 
and operations and community involvement. This is also due to new technology, warning 
signs on roads, amongst many other new initiatives to improve road safety. 
 

 Retail crime initiatives have been implemented to reduce shoplifting in the county, targeting 
prolific shoplifters and improving the sharing of information between shopkeepers. David 
explained that more reporting is needed from retailers, something he is committed to 
improving but regularly communicating with retailers.  
 

A new digital capabilities unit has been implemented to target cyber-crime. Hannah Bird is 
heading up this department and David explained she would be happy to come to explain 
what our residents can do to prevent being victims of cyber-crime. 
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1. PUBLIC SESSION (cont.) 
  

David explained that making policing more visible is the hardest objective to fulfil. When he 
took appointment there were 1287 officers at Dorset Police. Currently there are 1459 so 
there has been an improvement but he would like to increase this more. Front Offices are 
being used less, and David feels that community contact points are far more useful. 
Currently Blandford Forum have these in M&S, the marketplace and Tesco, but if it is felt 
there is a better location for it they would be happy to discuss changing this.  
 

David explained the importance of reporting crimes and intelligence, and how to report this. 
This has changed over the last decade or so and can be very confusing for residents as to 
know where to report what. There is new guidance on this which David will provide the 
council with which we can chare with residents. 
 

Operation Viper, which is currently in operation in Blandford, aims to combat drugs 
partnership and is actively reducing county lines, along with other prevention projects . 
David feels not enough is currently being done and this is a big priority of Dorset Police 
moving forward. 
 

The Rural Crime Team has increased in size and is aware of the importance of reducing 
rural crime. Crimes against animals, theft of farming machinery, fly-tipping are among some 
of the rural crimes that are being committed. 16 volunteers have joined the team, this as well 
as implementing new operations have seen some great results in terms of prosecutions.  
 

Putting victims and communities first, for example hate crimes and support for vulnerable 
and young people is another priority of the police.  
 

Dorset Police obtain money to operate through national grants from the government, and 
through the payment of council tax. Dorset Police currently receive the 2nd least amount of 
funding in the country. David explained that this is the main reason why they cannot fund for 
more visible policing at present. 
 

Dorset is currently rated as the 8th safest place to live in the country, where 90% of people 
say they feel safe and we are the 4th safest place in terms of knife crime.  
  

2. APOLOGIES 
 

Cllr H Miéville - Chairman of Council Cllr C Stevens – Vice Chairman of Council  
Cllr Y Miéville     Cllr B Quayle      
 

Cllr Lacey-Clarke left the meeting at 8:30pm. 

 
3. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR 

DISPENSATIONS  
 

 None had been submitted. 
 
4. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 17th MARCH 2025 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Holmes, SECONDED by Cllr M Putt and AGREED that the 
Minutes be APPROVED and SIGNED.    

 
5.  COMMITTEE CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE  
 

  The paper was noted (see Appendix A).  
 

Free Car Park Days 

The Dorset Council parking team approved the request for a change in dates and the free 
parking dates are now as follows:  
 

5th July – Armed Forces Expo 
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5.  COMMITTEE CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE (cont.)  
 

13th September – Town Criers Competition & Civic Day 
9th November – Remembrance Sunday 
29th November – Christmas shopping day 
25th August – Blandford Summer Fayre at Marsh & Ham (replaces 5th December) 
 

There will also be free parking on Saturday 6th December for Small Business Saturday. 
 

Update from Dorset Council regarding Traffic calming near Archbishop Wake Primary 
School – Emma Selway the Road Safety Officer at Dorset Council replied to our request for 
traffic calming measures on Black Lane and around that area on 9th April 2025 to inform us 
that a speed indicator device has been placed in Black Lane, Blandford to help manage 
speeds and the school are now operating the 20 mph flashing lights during school 
times. Christina Nuala Liddy was appointed as the patrol for Archbishop Wake Primary 
School at Black Lane, Blandford on 22nd April 2025. Dorset Council also successfully 
recruited Rob Wigley to begin his post for the school crossing patrol site on Wimborne Road 
in May. Emma thanked us for our cooperation and continuing to care! 
 

Pro Barber Shop Front – Email received from Dorset Council Enforcement Team on 1st July 
2025:  
I can confirm that the planning breaches to number 71 East Street are being investigated, 
and the tenants are aware that the sign is not acceptable on a listed building and it will need 
to be removed. In addition to this they are aware any other works that have not been 
discussed with the Conservation team and the correct planning consents put in place may 
require further Planning Enforcement action to be taken if unacceptable.  
 

Dorset Police Bi-Monthly Meetings – Dorset Police emailed the town council on 10th July 
(which was forwarded to councillors) to inform us that they will be hosting bi-monthly 
meetings online for North Dorset on behalf of the Police and Community Safety Partnership. 
These meetings will provide an overview of activity in your area, including current priorities 
and actions being taken to improve community safety. There will also be an opportunity to 
ask questions during the session. However, in order to provide accurate and informed 
responses, we kindly ask that any specific queries be submitted via email at least seven 
days in advance. In order to begin these in a timely fashion, the first meeting will be at 1900 
hrs on Wednesday 13th August. Following meetings will take place every other month at 
1900 hrs on the third Tuesday. Meeting invites will be following. 
 

6.  GENERAL UPDATES FROM: 
 

6.1  Blandford Police – a report was circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting. Councillors 
were thankful for the report.  

 

6.2  Blandford Business Support Group  
 

Nothing received. 
 

6.3  Market Manager  
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix B). 
 

7.  DORSET COUNCIL HIGHWAYS 
 

7.1 To consider a resident’s proposal for traffic calming measures on Salisbury Road  
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix C). 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr G Del-Pinto, SECONDED by Cllr R Holmes and AGREED 
unanimously in favour that  
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7.  DORSET COUNCIL HIGHWAYS (cont.) 
 

The Committee agrees with the resident that there is a speed issue on this road 
and would support the resident if they wish to form a group and carry out a 
speed survey themselves, however the council does not currently have the 
physical resources to support this.   

ACTION: TOWN CLERK 

 
7.2 Update on previous proposal of new 20mph speed signage on Park Road 

 

  The paper was noted (see Appendix D). 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr R Holmes, SECONDED by Cllr M Putt and AGREED 
unanimously that  

 

The Committee does agree with the resident that there is a speed issue on this 
road and would support the resident if they wish to form a group and carry out 
a speed survey themselves, however the council does not currently have the 
physical resources to support this.   

ACTION: TOWN CLERK 

 
8. TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM A RESIDENT FOR A DOG WASTE DISPOSAL BIN  
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix E). 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr R Holmes, SECONDED by Cllr M Putt and AGREED 
unanimously that  
 

The Council writes to Spectrum Housing who own the land and asks them to 
implement a dog waste bin along with the information provided by residents.  

 

ACTION: TOWN CLERK 

 
9.       REVIEW OF TOWN & GENERAL PURPOSES BUDGETS TO 30th JUNE 2025 
 

9.1  Analytical Review of Revenue Budget  
  

The paper was noted (see Appendix F). 
 

9.2  Review of Earmarked Reserves  

  

The paper was noted (see Appendix G).  
 

9.3  Reserve Accounts  
  

The paper was noted (see Appendix H).  
 

 
The meeting closed at 9:10pm. 
 

 
SIGNED: ………………………………………………………    DATED: ………………………………... 
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