
 

 

Climate, Biodiversity & Nature Working Group Meeting 

Wednesday 4th June 2025 at 7pm 

Held online via Teams  

NOTES 

In Attendance 

  

Cllr Y Miéville (chair)  Cllr M Putt  

 Cllr A Cross    Nicci Brown     

Cllr T Clarkson   Cllr S Morgan 

Cllr G Del-Pinto   Cllr S Chapman     
 Linda Scott-Giles   Becci Brady 
 
Marten Gregory   Gabriella Taylor 

 
1. Apologies  

 

Cllr S Hitchings   Cllr H Miéville 
Janet Tyson 
 

2. Speakers- Gabriella Taylor and Marten Gregory from Dorset Council's Recycling 
Team 
 

Gabriella is a Recycling Officer and focuses on projects including household recycling 
centres and litter reduction. Marten is the Recycling Team Leader.   
 

The household recycling, rubbish and glass are collected on alternat fortnightly 
collections, and food waste bins are collected weekly. They operate 10 household 
recycling centres across Dorset, with 153 collection vehicles in operation . Currently they 
are the number one unity authority collecting 63% of household recycling. Costs is one of 
the main reasons for them encouraging households to recycle more, there are 
approximately 10 tonnes of household rubbish in each vehicle at any given time, that 
costs £1,300 to dispose of.  
 

- Household waste is now treated by a Biological Mechanical Treatment process (MBT) 
at the new treatment site in Poole. 

- Household Recycling goes to a facility in Wales, and to save carbon footprint they 
collect things on the way back which makes a great dela of sense! At the facility 
cardboard and paper are separated out. Cans are separated by magnets, processed 
and made into new cans. Infra-red technology separates the plastic waste.  

- Glass is collected and sent to a variety of different plants across the country, melted 
and made into new glass products. 

-  Food waste is proving an issue, with 27% of food waste ending up in the rubbish bins 
which impacts costs hugely. Food waste  is taken to a plant in Piddlehinton and used 
to generate electricity and a fertiliser for farms.   

 

The recycling team are proactive in their efforts to encourage the use of their services 
through various campaigns and initiatives such as leaflet drops to residents to explain 
their services, as well as imagery on the side of their collection vehicles and stickering of 



bins. Campaigns to educate people on what can and cannot be collected and Community 
group talks, as well as site visits to the recycling facilities are all happening. Working in 
schools is an initiative to engage with primary school age children and hopefully that 
impacts the whole family. They also subsidise food composters to encourage home 
composting food waste.  
 

Reducing and reusing projects in the form of ‘give and take events’ have proved popular 
recently to encourage reusing items. Swish events work in the same was but purely for 
clothes and textiles, as well as electrical give and take days that are about to be tried out, 
the first one in Blandford will be held on 12th July and the council are happy to help 
spread the word. The Zero waste map on their website directs people to all events they 
hold, as well as all recycling services.  
 

National policy development:  
- The sale and supply of disposable vapes have been banned as of June 

2025 which will make a huge impact on landfill sites. 
- Extended producer responsibility, i.e. People producing the packaging will 

have to pay for the disposal of it. 
- The Deposit return scheme is imminent, and they will have information on 

that soon. 
 

Cllr Cross asked if any information will be given regarding the new recycling centre that is 
being built in Blandford. Marten said he will feed that back to their contracts team and 
see what they have planned. It is not due to open until Autumn 2026. 
 

Nicci Brown invited Marten, Gabriella and team would like to attend the Green Fair on 
Saturday 5th July 2025 at the Marsh and Ham as representatives from Dorset Council  
which they will try to see if they can attend.  
 

We thanked Gabriella and Marten for a very through and interesting presentation.  
 

 

3. Update from Blandford War on Waste/Clean up Blandford  
 

Yvonne has had a positive response from the schools but nothing from businesses as 
yet. 
 

Litter picks have been going well and they have noticed the demographic changing with 
an increasing number of younger people helping, but they do need more help.  
 

The next litter pick is on Saturday 21st June, meeting at the Marsh and Ham from 10am-
12pm, the Blandford womble will be in attendance! 

 

4. Update on ‘Plastic Free Community’ status 
 

No updates. 
 

5. Mass- Unwrapping   
 

The general feeling amongst the group was that  it might upset shoppers, and the aim 
could be misinterpreted. The group has decided to put this idea on gold for a while to 
focus on other ideas.  

 
 

 6.   Update from Blandford + NP group  

 

 The Wards Drove application has now had it’s original decision overturned and 136 new 
homes have been approved for the site. The group will be keeping a close eye on how 
the S106 money will be used and will be discussing this at  forthcoming meetings.  

 The group will be looking at identifying possible sites for housing at their next meeting on 
30th June. 

 
 



7. Any other updates  
 

Yvonne would like to re-look at the ‘Bin your Butt’ campaign in the not too distant future 
as she has noticed a lot of cigarette ends around the town. 
 

     8.   To agree next steps  
 

 Becci will set up a WhatsApp group for this group to communicate with each other when 
required.  

 
9. Date of next meeting 

 

The next meeting is scheduled on Wednesday 10th September 2025 on Teams. 


