


szallawmg tte (Great Chire of &5 landford i 1737 the @w//&
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$Badatard Brotternd in 1734

% (Corn (gxc/mﬂg@wa@am later, cnw IO, and in
15T the hall wad rickly decorated with facence tiled.

G liede decorative tiled were concealed beneatte plopoood boxing

Jor deveral decaded, and we car wow enjoy thect tedtoialtion

and ‘ecndtatement ad partt of the tefutbidfument of the town'd

dtwnviing (Grade 1 sHated budding, whick cd the jewel cn the
crown of landford Cfoame.



(CAmong the decorative detacld cd the face of emerer.,
the Crreck goddedd of agricultute, featuted on dome of
the tited Cocetured ).

CAs a revered figure in anciont Crreck veligion and the
decty of harledt, gracn, and fertility, et predence (4

edpecially fitting in the (Corn (Sxchange, whete cotn wad
traded in the 17t contury.
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Dl fantadtic photogiaph
wad eodly provided by
Songy Harridon from
Sl (Gorge Cafe
and dhonwd the tiled in the
Cotu Sxchange.

taken arownd 1770.



CAd part of the refurbidhment workd in
2024/ 2025 a specialedt: condultant in fidtoric
tiling addedded the condition of the tiled and provided
tecommendationd for thect ‘tepact and replacerent.

Sliia wad deppo'tted by a compliehendive tepott provided
by the project architect, CPHaleolne Stimmondd.

Slre are 23 difforent typed of tile, with aownd
1,200 in total, and the redtoration procedd took wea'ily
2,000 teowra to complete.



G lte coata vode dignificantly on the tiled and the & on
(CCvenedl carefully condidered the financial cmpact on the
overall project but agieed to proceed. (ne of the dix
obijectived ot the ‘efutbidfment plofect that wete adopted
by the S one Covencel and have undetpinned (ed
developmentt for the ladt few yea'td cd
‘Beawtiful
G lte beactyy of the building madt be redtored and
enthanced whetevet poddible, temoving ciapp’toptiate



Kpindtating the full tiling dcheme cd one of the modt
impottant adpectd to deliveting thid objective. S
addition, grant funding - duch ad the Crovermment'd
Crmmanityy Ownerdtiip Sund, Ohe S/ Hgim
@W and. orvdet: Covencil s (© apctal O@V&my@
Sund - wad digucticantly linked to redtoring the
tetitage of the budlding. ©le full dcove tiling dcheme
wad a ey part of thcd and one of the modt crmpottant



G ltede photogaphd were takeon p'iot to the tefurlbidhment wo'tbd and dhow
the bojing in of the tiled.



&5 hielp reduce overall codtd of the project, & own
(Cowneil ataff det to work removing the boarding that
wad boxing cn the tiled .

Sl proved to be a Lot toughet than anticipated !




degpe of workd tegucted cocld be
addedded by the dpectalddt and the
architect. Ufow can dee dome of the
damage that fad beew ficdden fo't
decaded betind the blue boa/'tding .



CAn accowunt from the
CONTRActo who catvied out the workd. ..

Spencer Hall

HISTORIC BUILDING CONSERVATION

SPion to workd being wundertaken, the dcheme wad docinented
baes by bay to act ad a pre-condition record. CAU dutfaced were
then geven a dupettficial clearw to temove the accemnedlated dwdt,
ANE and dewtjace depoditd which had acciued ovet the yeatd.

S liia enabled wd to determine the true condition of the wall tiling
OREOY Lo catliying out the propoded cnteentiond. Cfollowing
cleaviing , we dtabilided all atead of loode and friable matetial by
qrouting and dpot fexing darmage wding dpeccalidt condetvation
condolidantd. Kppactd to the backing render were aldo completed
t0 endece we fiad a dtable backgrownd to adkete the wew tiled to.



& iled were delected cndividually and cnderted bey hand to endere they
llendled ad much ad poddible and we macntacned the ‘elationd/ip to the
otiginal dchome. (On completion, a glrout colowt wad matched to the
older matetial to cntegiate thede new wnitd moke deanleddly. CHlot all
damaged tiled we'te toplaced and we tried to tetacn ad muctk of the
otigenal deheme ad poddible, to do thid we completed dmall tepactd wding
pigmented epoxe redin. e overall tedwlt we think had ackicved the
balavce of tepact and teplacement — tedpecting the oiiginal matetial ad
muech ad poddible, yet predenting the dchene ad complete.

G le ooy to the duccedd of thid redtoration wad, we believe, down to the
traditional manfactiond ability to eptoduce the tiled do acce'rately
and the dcll of the craftdpeple cn the tepac and recntegation of botr
e and old wmaterial.






e teling dcheme i a verey vidible change to the
beclding and it fiad been cleatr for local kedidentd to dee
the diffetence that the cdedtmment cnto the p'iofect rad
made in thid area. C)any of the other alterationd and
tepactd ate ledd Vidible and mote complicarted

O conurieeiccare.

(Cowncillond therefore approved a ‘dpondot a tile dcheme
at: 30 pere tile. Gl helped contribute towardd the
codt of the fell deope dcherme and cnciieade commrancty
onwne'tdtup of the piosect.



S tie &/ own (Councel ca very gratefil to the redidentd,
beedinedded and otganidationd who have dpondo'ted the
tiled and they ate lidted cn the following paged.

Judt- wnder o300 wad veceived in donationd
Lowa/Lald the teled., whick codt approximatelsy
L120.000 to reinarate.

P e beave received very poditive fredback Prome the
comumenniily, Wwhcch ¢4 teaddeiing that thect
‘redto'iation wad the tight deccdion.



% Spm/édaw

Cloroenme S vama x 27

S lie D oratipful (Wladter and Biettren of the Hhdge
of Qbonoir, andd Feconctatip V. 1266 1 10

$Blandfora & idtrict Ciwic Society x 10

$Blandford Svening P omens Sditeute x 10



CHlocteerin ace(larke x O
CAtliaon Sincl & Jeremy CAdama x4
Gerry & Yvonne Clarkdon x 3
Coline Clode Cluneral Service x 3

@Z/uga & @VWM@ C/Wievitle x 2



Cotin & Chnia Stevend ¢ 2
Hibe & SHaine Epfttonde x 2
Clara Gavernor & Cotin Pletcher x 2
e lichotas & (s Debra sLambert x 2
KBlandford CAvtaKpack S/ omoterd Crrowp 1 2



Stowr Challey Crvita
e Lot oot (linie
Stmply Sew landford
(C5E0CA Services sGmeted
$Bleckly Clarte Hodge lo. 5270

Chnia Spawasy - ©le Framing Contre,
I Jeat- Street 17652 - 2006



Kageea (U
G Sweeta
& veatige Kpofing
S lre (Georgian Yearoom
$Blandford Shoe SQpactd
&Blandford Commeunity Clridge
TARS Kotcrement Chollowstip Blandford






P lick CAmeey
Crwene CAmey
Sger & Cleattier Carter

Steve & o@//m Q/otcﬁmgd
Cite, Shelley, (ivia & ey Shepherd
e, CAbe, CArttur, milia-SKnde & sbpuie Glitehings



OAtan Croda
CCoral (Croaa
Dawn Jells
San & Shona Stk
ot & Jackio Stagt

Stawn (I onnell & the oot Cramily of

$Blandford SLoram



Brian @ Jacgm 5@@%@



Chartie Sggat
Daviel ankd
Sue Plarriott
Stewart Ceriing
(Ginaw and Sy Plartwell
(Hlacre Smith & Kain Banks



& umela Kzea
CA & N WHeber.
Gl 5/ 2king Clamily
oleanette Gugland & Brian Lraman

(hriatine, Kvtbert, Gndday & &en CAcott
Siter, Diane, ickael, David & Kirdty ngland






Stta acer
$enjamin Lacey
Kaitlin oJenedon
P Dave $erry

Lpgann Loldswonts
Stuart & Kpsalind Cannell

Smmone WM’W el Donald



/o Pallace

Gfdl@ SKpbertdon

Crerald (j{l[oﬂg&wfcﬁ/&

CAnatiew oot (O lowgh

@}/eg, Huide, CPMatthen & P illiam



Sally eltman
She King Famity
e {ibley Family
Swe & 5 nal Plutchinga
OJack Shbert Clarding-Pl oo
Breane Letena Clarding-PlJood



Stanley (Cook
Srger. ignola
S bter & Sandy S/ keen
Sue & PHartin Kbberta
OJacgueline & Kevin MHecKeown
S uter. Llammond $5Se. PHOAIEB



#=% BLANDFORD FORUM
S TOWN COUNCIL

(Ootn Spchange 5 kgject Lunding

Glee total project: codt waa L3 A and the income cucluded:
o (tround LT e Yo Couneil rederved and other accruald
o LA00000 local charitable organisation
o L.250.000 Communityy Onneratip Gund Coart of the Loelling Ll funding )
o L20000 Sl igrim @wat
o L2000 e CGeorgian CGroup
o L102000 SPvate Donationa
o L7031 CAvarda for CAU - Plational ottery founding
o L3500 atoric Chamber of S iade
o Batance made up with 1.3 million of S ublic Pllorés Hhan 5oard boroning being

repacd over 2 qeard



%g Condultants and Supporterd of the (verall Stherme

PRINCIPAL CONTRACTOR ARCHITECTS GRANTS & DONATIONS
FROM
HAMMOND
BUILDING CONTRACTORS
{'3"-\
gea Funded by
LEAD CONSULTANT & =+ UK Government
STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS SERVICES CONSULTANTS

~ | The Morton Partnership Q O DA //\\

THE CHARITY OF
WILLIAM WILLIAMS

QUANTITY SURVEYORS CLIENT ADVISORS & \/
GRANT ADVISORS

\J_‘uff].”fe:f:O_EAS?CF}‘:ES Pilgrim ._‘ Dorset
Tl'Ll‘st Council
ACOUSTIC CONSULTANTS
Kromers Stubhampton Estates Ltd

Sorn Cowncil Staff & Cowncillord at project completion

ogﬂdd/ Scm:t»@zm Jw/p C‘?wmwg/a Cltn Steve Q/&te/z&ny@ Cltn Shedla @/m,oma/p
CrAmanda Crocker Becee Brady Cttr Dloego Weevitte Cltr Yoy (larkson
Snchacl Hlording Zoo $Bridgeman Cltn e Fichinga Cttr Y vonne Weevitle
cKar Clark CAndyy Soolda Clte Cotine Stevena Clte Paggie Fuee
Gary CAyrida Jadon Surdond Cltr Qo LaceyClarke Clte Gact Det-5/Anto
Qlict Chandlor @m Clarke Ctn o??gum Q&my&e Cltn Samantta C}%@gm
Chnia Jotuedon Qlectt Churchill Cltr CAtan Crosa e Jacqueline Krbindson

Garette CAyson Lloaw Lonoia Cltr Gorsemarny Plotmea Clte Wichetle Sptrace



	The Victorian Tiles
	Following the Great Fire of Blandford in 1731, the Town Hall and Shambles were designed and constructed by the Bastard Brothers in 1734.
	The Corn Exchange was added later, in 1858, and in 1891 the hall was richly decorated with faience tiles.
	These decorative tiles were concealed beneath plywood boxing for several decades, and we can now enjoy their restoration and reinstatement as part of the refurbishment of the town’s stunning Grade 1 Listed building, which is the jewel in the crown of Blandford Forum.
	Among the decorative details is the face of Demeter, the Greek goddess of agriculture, featured on some of the tiles (pictured).
	As a revered figure in ancient Greek religion and the deity of harvest, grain, and fertility, her presence is especially fitting in the Corn Exchange, where corn was traded in the 19th century.
	This fantastic photograph was kindly provided by  Tony Harrison from The Gorge Café  and shows the tiles in the  Corn Exchange.
	It is thought to have been taken around 1910.
	As part of the refurbishment works in 2024/2025 a specialist consultant in historic tiling assessed the condition of the tiles and provided recommendations for their repair and replacement.
	This was supported by a comprehensive report provided by the project architect, Malcolm Simmonds.
	There are 23 different types of tile, with around 1,200 in total, and the restoration process took nearly  1,000 hours to complete.
	The costs rose significantly on the tiles and the Town Council carefully considered the financial impact on the overall project but agreed to proceed. One of the six objectives for the refurbishment project that were adopted by the Town Council and have underpinned its development for the last few years is  ‘Beautiful’ The beauty of the building must be restored and enhanced wherever possible, removing inappropriate additions and restoring and enhancing historic features.
	Reinstating the full tiling scheme is one of the most important aspects to delivering this objective. In addition, grant funding - such as the Government’s Community Ownership Fund, The Pilgrim Trust and Dorset Council’s Capital Leverage Fund - was significantly linked to restoring the heritage of the building. The full scope tiling scheme was a key part of this and one of the most important and significant characteristics of the building as a Corn Exchange.
	These photographs were taken prior to the refurbishment works and show the boxing in of the tiles.
	To help reduce overall costs of the project, Town Council staff set to work removing the boarding that was boxing in the tiles.
	This proved to be a lot tougher than anticipated!
	Removing the boarding meant the scope of works required could be assessed by the specialist and the architect. You can see some of the damage that had been hidden for decades behind the blue boarding.
	Prior to works being undertaken, the scheme was documented bay by bay to act as a pre-condition record. All surfaces were then given a superficial clean to remove the accumulated dust, dirt and surface deposits which had accrued over the years. This enabled us to determine the true condition of the wall tiling prior to carrying out the proposed interventions. Following cleaning, we stabilised all areas of loose and friable material by grouting and spot fixing damage using specialist conservation consolidants. Repairs to the backing render were also completed to ensure we had a stable background to adhere the new tiles to.
	Tiles were selected individually and inserted by hand to ensure they blended as much as possible and we maintained the relationship to the original scheme.  On completion, a grout colour was matched to the older material to integrate these new units more seamlessly. Not all damaged tiles were replaced and we tried to retain as much of the original scheme as possible, to do this we completed small repairs using pigmented epoxy resin. The overall result we think has achieved the balance of repair and replacement – respecting the original material as much as possible, yet presenting the scheme as complete.  The key to the success of this restoration was, we believe, down to the traditional manufacturers ability to reproduce the tiles so accurately and the skill of the craftspeople in the repair and reintegration of both new and old material.
	The tiling scheme is a very visible change to the building and it has been clear for local residents to see the difference that the investment into the project has made in this area. Many of the other alterations and repairs are less visible and more complicated  to communicate.
	Councillors therefore approved a ‘sponsor a tile scheme’ at £30 per tile. This helped contribute towards the cost of the full scope scheme and increase community ownership of the project.
	The Town Council is very grateful to the residents, businesses and organisations who have sponsored the tiles and they are listed in the following pages.
	Just under £3,500 was received in donations towards the tiles, which cost approximately £120,000 to reinstate.
	We have received very positive feedback from the community, which is reassuring that their restoration was the right decision.
	Tile Sponsors
	Nocturin Lacey-Clarke x 5 Allison Finch & Jeremy Adams x 4 Terry & Yvonne Clarkson x 3 Colin Close Funeral Service x 3 Hugo & Yvonne Mieville x 2
	Colin & Chris Stevens x 2 Mike & Elaine Lofthouse x 2 Clara Tavernor & Colin Fletcher x 2 Mr Nicholas & Mrs Debra Lambert x 2 Blandford ArtsReach Promoters Group x 2
	Stour Valley Civils The Forum Foot Clinic Simply Sew Blandford CBA Services Limited Bleckly Clarke Lodge No. 8290
	Chris Rodway - The Framing Centre,  West Street 1982 - 2006
	Knees Up DW Sweets Prestige Roofing The Georgian Tearoom Blandford Shoe Repairs Blandford Community Fridge NHS Retirement Fellowship Blandford
	Clare Francis Paula Clover  Sarah Jane Gray Louis Joseph Naulin Graham & Tina Sweetenham Deirdre Sprackling & The Gatehouse Family
	Nick Amey Gwen Amey Roger & Heather Carter
	Steve & Lynn Hitchings Mike, Shelley, Olivia & Lucy Shepherd Lee, Abi, Arthur, Emilia-Rose & Louie Hitchings
	Alan Cross Coral Cross Dawn Wills Ian & Shona Smith John & Jackie Stayt
	Shaun O’Donnell & the Foot Family of  Blandford Forum
	Ella John Scott The Cleal Family Chris & Jim Atkins Brian & Jacqui Rodgers Jim, Sam, Nate & Will Hawkins
	Charlie Eggar Daniel Banks Sue Marriott Stewart Herring Gina and Roy Hartwell Claire Smith & Kevin Banks
	Pamela Rees A & M McIver The Perkins Family Jeanette England & Brian Leaman Christine, Robert, Lindsay & Ben Acott Peter, Diane, Michael, David & Kirsty England
	The Verneys Anne Forde Jean Peach Geoff Peach The Taylor Boys Liz & Nick Best Sarah, James and Chieveley
	Ella Lacey Benjamin Lacey Kaitlin Jeneson Mr Dave Berry Logann Holdsworth Stuart & Rosalind Cannell Simone Walls-MacDonald
	Jo Wallace Isla Robertson Gerald Killingworth Andrew John Clough
	The Majury Family Tony, Louise, Matthew & William
	Sally Bellman The King Family The Dibley Family Sue & Paul Hutchings Jack Robert Harding-Wood Breanne Helena Harding-Wood
	Stanley Cook Roger Bignold Peter & Sandy Preen Sue & Martin Roberts Jacqueline & Kevin McKeown Peter Hammond BSc. MCIOB
	Corn Exchange Project Funding
	Key Consultants and Supporters of the Overall Scheme
	Town Council Staff & Councillors at project completion

