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BLANDFORD FORUM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 23rd June 2025 at 7:00pm in Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion 
 

PRESENT 
 

Cllr H Miéville –  Chairman of Council  Cllr C Stevens – Vice Chairman of Council 
Cllr S Hitchings    Cllr R Holmes    
Cllr T Clarkson    Cllr B Quayle 
Cllr A Cross    Cllr N Lacey-Clarke 
Cllr S Chapman    Cllr Y Miéville 
Cllr S Morgan    Cllr G Del-Pinto 

   
IN ATTENDANCE 

 

 Town Clerk    Committee Clerk      
     
27. PUBLIC SESSION 
  

27.1 Mobility Scooter Repairs – Cllr Chapman said the Disability Action Group (DAG) is short of 
volunteers to help maintain their mobility scooters. They supply an excellent service in the town. It 
would be an advantage if the volunteer had motorbike experience. If anyone is willing to volunteer 
please get in touch with them. Cllr Clarkson suggested that they come along to the Armed Forces 
Expo on 5th July as they might find support there. 

 

27.2  Photo Exhibition – Cllr Stevens attended the North Dorset Photograph Exhibition final, which was 
held on Saturday 21st June. He commented that it was well attended with 50 - 60 attendees. The 
idea now is to select the best photographs and have them exhibited at Waterloo Station in London 
at some point. 

 
28. REPORT FROM DORSET COUNCIL COUNCILLORS 
 

 Cllr Lacey-Clarke explained that they have seen a number of utility companies not putting drains 
back in place which is causing injuries to the public. If anyone notices any stones not in place, 
please report them back to the Dorset Councillors. 

 

 The evening parking charges have not been introduced for now. 
  

 Dorset Council has decided that from August 2025 the household recycling centres will need to 
be booked for in advance. Initially they will let residents turn up and book-in on arrival but 
eventually this will be phased out. The reason for doing this is to reduce queues. Cllr Chapman 
commented that relations in other counties where this takes place state that it works well.  

 

 Potholes are being reported regularly, but not having a dedicated community highways officer for 
the past year has resulted in a reduction in these being rectified. Cllr Quayle and Cllr Lacey-
Clarke would like residents to take photographs and report it to them if they see any potholes that 
need attention, and they will report them to Dorset Council. 

 

 Dorset Council is running a £500,000 per year community support grant, a reduction from £2 
million last year, and they hope these grants will go to local organisations and charities that 
support our residents.  

 

 Cllr Lacey-Clarke explained that he and Cllr Quayle have been campaigning to get Dorset Council 
to review its proposal to close the Day Centre on Heddington Drive. A briefing is due to be held, 
along with a conversation between the council and lead campaigners in the near future. Dorset 
Council has received a large amount of support to keep this open and they hope to have an 
outcome by the end of the summer/beginning of Autumn. 
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29. APOLOGIES  
 

 Cllr J Robinson    Cllr M Putt 
 Cllr L Hitchings 
 
30. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

 None 
 
31. MINUTES OF THE STATUTORY ANNUAL MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL HELD ON 

12TH MAY 2025 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Clarkson, seconded by Cllr Holmes and AGREED (11 in favour,  1 
abstention) that the Minutes be APPROVED and SIGNED. 

 
32.  TOWN CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE  
  

The paper was noted (see Appendix A). 
 

ACV Nomination for Knees Up Hall and Legion House – The council has received confirmation 
that the renewals for Knees Up Hall and Legion House have been approved as assets of 
community value. 
 

Letter from Bowling Club – The Town Council has received a letter from the Bowling Club giving 
sincere thanks for the grant they received of £3,000 and it will allow them to continue enhancing 
the sporting reputation of the town. 
 

Council Meetings – It is recommended that council meetings resume in the main Corn Exchange 
hall when the venue is reopened due to it being the most accessible space for any members of 
the public. Should a regular hirer wish to hire the hall on Monday evenings, this can be reviewed. 
The Town Clerk added at the meeting that a screen and projector is being installed as part of the 
AV package to assist with council meetings.  
 

Any Questions – BBC Radio 4 has confirmed Friday 23rd January 2026 for Any Questions in the 
Corn Exchange.  
 

Carbon Literacy – Training Cllr Terry Clarkson has successfully passed the Cabron Literacy 
training course arranged via the DAPTC. 
 

Tools – Following the Town Council’s Climate plan we have been gradually switching to electric 
tools replacing the petrol versions of the strimmers and hedge cutters we use, and we have 
placed a final order for another strimmer, hedge cutter and combi tool. This means the majority of 
our power tools are now electric. Petrol versions will only be used when their extra power is 
required, and we will continue to use petrol blowers as the electric versions are not adequate. 
 

Tile Sponsorship – The Blandford & District Civic Society has purchased 10 tiles at £300 
(including VAT) and the opportunity has been shared with all Councillors. It will be advertised to 
the public once the Stripe payment system has been trialled.  
 
 

33. CIVIC REPORT  
 

The paper was distributed to Councillors via email prior to the meeting.  
 
34. RECOMMENDATIONS AND RECEIPT OF MINUTES  
 

34.1 FINANCE & STAFFING MEETING HELD ON 9TH JUNE 2025 
  

34.1.1 Recommendations  
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix B).  
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34. RECOMMENDATIONS AND RECEIPT OF MINUTES (cont.) 
 

34.1.1.1 Minute No. 7 – ANALYTICAL REVIEW OF EXPENDITURE AGAINST BUDGET FOR:   
 

Reserves Accounts as at 30th April 2025 and to note adjustments 
 

  It was PROPOSED by Cllr H Miéville, SECONDED by Cllr Chapman and AGREED unanimously  
that  

The adjustments to the Reserves are retrospectively approved. 
 

34.1.1.2 Minute No. 9 – INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT AND SIGNED ANNUAL INTERNAL AUDIT 
REPORT PAGE OF THE ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT OF THE ANNUAL RETURN 

 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr Stevens and AGREED unanimously 
that  

The Town Council notes the Internal Auditor’s Report, the items raised which have 
been actioned, and the Annual Governance Statement of the Annual Return.  

 

ACTION: TOWN CLERK 
 

34.1.1.3 Minute No. 10 – TO APPROVE SECTION 1 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT OF THE 
ANNUAL RETURN FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2025 

 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr Stevens and AGREED unanimously 
that  

The Town Council approves Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement of the 
Annual Return for the year ending 31st March 2025. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

34.1.1.4 Minute No. 11 – TO APPROVE SECTION 2 STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS OF THE ANNUAL 
RETURN FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2025 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr Chapman and AGREED unanimously 
that 

The Town Council approves Section 2 – Statement of Accounts of the Annual Return 
for the year ending 31st March 2025. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

34.1.1.5 Minute No. 12 – TO CONFIRM THE DATES OF THE EXERCISE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AS 27TH 
JUNE TO 7TH AUGUST 2025 AND THE REQUIRED INFORMATION AND NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE ACCOUNTABILITY 
REVIEW WILL BE PUBLISHED ON THE TOWN COUNCIL’S WEBSITE FROM THURSDAY 
26TH JUNE 2025 

  

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr H Miéville and AGREED unanimously 
that 

The Town Council confirms the dates of the Exercise of Public Rights as 27th June 
2025 to 7th August 2025 and the information will be published on the website on 26th 
June 2025 with notices displayed on the notice boards. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

34.1.1.6 Minute No. 13 – TO CONFIRM ANY CONFLICT OF INTERESTS WITH EXTERNAL AUDITOR 
BDO LLP 

 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr Putt and AGREED unanimously that  
 

The Town Council confirms that it does not have any conflicts of interest with BDO 
LLP and signs the form accordingly.  

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
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34. RECOMMENDATIONS AND RECEIPT OF MINUTES (cont.) 
 

34.1.1.7 Minute No. 14 – REVIEW OF END OF YEAR ACCOUNTS 2024/25 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Chapman, SECONDED by Cllr H Miéville and AGREED unanimously 
that 

The Annual Accounts for 2024/25 are approved. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
34.1.2 TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE & STAFFING COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 

ON MONDAY 9TH JUNE 2025 
 

 The Minutes were RECEIVED.  

 
34.2 RECREATION & AMENITIES MEETING HELD ON 16th JUNE 2025 
 

34.2.1 Recommendations 
 

 None  
 

34.2.2 TO RECEIVE THE MINUTES OF THE RECREATION & AMENITIES MEETING HELD ON 
MONDAY 16TH JUNE 2025 

 

 The Minutes were RECEIVED.  
 
35. TO CONSIDER THE FUTURE OF THE LANTERN ON THE WEST STREET BRIDGE 

 

The paper was noted (see Appendix C).  
  

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED Cllr Quayle and AGREED (11 in favour, 1 
against) that 
 

The Town Council thanks the Dorset Council for its offer for the Town Council to 
take ownership of the lantern but regrets to decline the offer and looks forward to 
seeing the lantern fixed and maintained by Dorset Council in the future, but 
understands it will not be lit. 

ACTION: TOWN CLERK 

  
36.  TO CONSIDER CO-OPTION FOR THE VACANCY ON THE TOWN COUNCIL  
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix D).  
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Cross and AGREED unanimously 
that 

The Town Council would like to restart the co-option process at the earliest 
opportunity in order to fill the remaining vacancy on the Town Council. 
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
37.  TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE AND CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS FROM THE: 
 

37.1  Neighbourhood Plan – Blandford + Monitoring Group 
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix E).  
 

A meeting is scheduled for Monday 30th June 2025 with Ed Gerry from Dorset Council to discuss 
the next review and the future funding options moving forward. 

 
37.2  BFTC Commemoration Group 
 

 Nothing to report.  
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37.  TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE AND CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS FROM THE: (cont.) 
 

37.3 Climate Change & Biodiversity 
 

A meeting was held on 4th June 2025 with officers from Dorset Council’s Recycling Team 
Gabriella Taylor and Marten Gregory in attendance. The next meeting is due to be held on 10th 
September 2025. 

 
37.4  Dorset Council Grant to support the Market Area Enhancement Project 
 

 Nothing to update. Cllr Stevens made the point that we have still not heard back from the Dorset 
Council, and asked Cllr Lacey-Clarke and Cllr Quayle for a response. Cllr Lacey-Clarke explained 
how disappointed they both are with Dorset Council’s lack of response, and they are continuing to 
request a decision from them. They will continue to raise their concerns regarding this matter at 
the next meeting they attend.  

 
38.  REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 
 

None  
 

39. CONFIDENTIAL 
  

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Holmes, SECONDED by Cllr Chapman and AGREED unanimously 
that 

The public and press may be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that publicity  
might be prejudicial to the public interest as per Public Bodies (Admission to  
Meetings) Act 1960. 
 

39.1   TO CONSIDER NOMINATIONS TO PRESENT CERTIFICATES TO MEMBERS OF THE  
COMMUNITY   

 

The paper was noted (see Appendix F).  
 

Nomination 1 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Cross, SECONDED by Cllr S Hitchings and AGREED (5 in favour, 2 
against, 5 abstentions) that 
 

The nomination for a Certificate of Appreciation is approved.   
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

Nomination 2 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Clarkson, SECONDED by Cllr Holmes and AGREED (11 in favour,  
against, 1 against) that  
  

The nomination for a Certificate of Appreciation is approved, which will be a re-
affirmation award.  

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

8.24pm – Cllr Y Miéville left the room.  
 

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Chapman, SECONDED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke and AGREED (11 in 
favour, 1 non-vote) that  
 

A discussion between Councillors will take place after the meeting to discuss the 
purchase of a suitable gift for the recipient.  

ACTION:  TOWN COUNCILLORS 

8.25pm – Cllr Y Miéville re-entered the room. 
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39.2    TO APPROVE, AND AUTHORISE THE SIGNING OF THE FINAL VERSION OF THE OPTION 
AGREEMENT FOR THE LAND NORTH OF THE BYPASS  

 

The paper was noted (see Appendix G).  
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Holmes, SECONDED by Cllr S Hitchings and AGREED (8 in favour,  1 
against, 3 abstentions) that 

 

The Town Council  formally approves the final version of the Option Agreement for 
the land north of the bypass and authorises two Councillors to sign the document 
and for the Town Clerk to seal it.  

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

The meeting closed at 8.26pm. 
 
 
 
 

SIGNED ….………………………………………….………………………       DATED ………..…………. 


