BLANDFORD FORUM
TOWN COUNCIL

To:  All Town Councillors Dorset Council Councillors
Members of the Public & Press

Dear Member,
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Town Council which will be held in the
Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion, Blandford Forum on Monday 23" June 2025 at 7:00 pm to
consider the following items. This meeting will also be available to view online using Microsoft
Teams using this link.

Ubidse.

Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
16t June 2025

AGENDA

Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour,
which may be extended at the discretion of the Council, during which time members of the
public may speak. During the course of the meeting, members of the public and our elected
representatives from the Dorset Council may indicate they wish to speak, and, at the
discretion of the Chairman, and with the approval of the Members, they may be allowed to do
so on points of information only. The Council may on occasion invite members of the public
to comment on specific issues where points of information or their particular knowledge on a
subject might prove of benefit to the Council.

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters
in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation,
marital status, religion, belief or disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety and Human
Rights. Disabled access is available.

Allin attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may
occur during the meeting.

1. Public Session

2. Report from Dorset Council Councillors

3. Apologies

4. To receive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations

5. Minutes of the Statutory Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on 12th May 2025

6. Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence

7. Civic Report


https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MTk4ZTY5MmMtMDQzZC00YjMxLTg0YWQtNGZmM2Q3ODA4Zjc1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%25https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NzBhNTA0YmQtYjdhNS00MDIyLThkNTktYmE5YzQyMzJjM2Q1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220c3baf8d-62e3-449c-a9c3-94a2df169799%22%7d2c%22Oid%22%3a%220c3baf8d-62e3-449c-a9c3-94a2df169799%22%7d
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/AMTC-120525.pdf

8. Recommendations and Receipt of Minutes
8.1  Finance & Staffing Meeting held on 9" June 2025
8.1.1 Recommendations (including financial statements for 2024/25)
8.1.2 To RECEIVE the Minutes
8.2  Recreation & Amenities Meeting held on 16" June 2025
8.2.1 Recommendations
8.2.2 To RECEIVE the Minutes (to follow)

9. To consider the future of the lantern on the West Street Bridge

10. To consider co-option for the vacancy on the Town Council

11.  To receive an update and consider any requests from the:
11.1 Neighbourhood Plan Working Group — Blandford +
11.2 BFTC Commemoration Group

11.3 Climate, Biodiversity & Nature (verbal update from meeting held on 4" June
2025 with officers from Dorset Council’s Recycling Team Gabriella Taylor and
Marten Gregory in attendance)

11.4 Dorset Council Grant to support the Market Area Enhancement Project
(response awaited from the Dorset Council)

12. Reports from Community and Local Organisations (Councillors are requested to
advise the Chairman of Council or the Town Clerk if they wish to make a report under
this heading)

13. Confidential

The public and press may be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that publicity
might be prejudicial to the public interest as per the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960.

13.1  To consider nominations to present certificates to members of the community
(distributed to councillors)

13.2 To approve, and authorise the signing of the final version of the options
agreement for the land north of the bypass (distributed to Councillors)

Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings are available from the Town
Clerk’s Office and online at www.blandfordforum-tc.qov.uk

Twinned with Preetz, Germany LOCAL COUNCIL Twinned with Mortain, France
AWARD SCHEME
" QUALITY GOLD

Town Clerk’s Office
Church Lane, Blandford Forum
Dorset DT11 7AD

Tel: 01258 454500
Email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk
www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk



https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/090625.pdf
http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/

Agenda Item No. 6
Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence

ACV nomination for Knees Up Hall and Legion House

The council has received confirmation that the renewals for Knees Up Hall and Legion House
have been approved as assets of community value.

Letter from Bowling Club

The Town Council has received a letter from the Bowling Club giving sincere thanks for the
grant they received of £3,000 and it will allow them to continue enhancing the sporting
reputation of the town.

Council Meetings

It is recommended that council meetings resume in the main Corn Exchange hall when the
venue is reopened due to it being the most accessible space for any members of the public.
Should a regular hirer wish to hire the hall on Monday evenings, this can be reviewed.

Any Questions

BBC Radio 4 has confirmed Friday 23™ January 2026 for Any Questions in the Corn
Exchange.

Carbon Literacy Training

Clir Terry Clarkson has successfully passed the Cabron Literacy training course arranged via
the DAPTC.

Carbon Literacy
Project
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This is to certify that via

©0

Dorset Climate Action Network

Terry Clarkson

has met all the requirements of the Garbon Literacy
Standard and thus for the purposes of workplace,
education and community should be regarded as
Carbon Literate.

signed

Jen Witson, Chair, on behalf of The Carbon Literacy Trust.
Registered Gharity Number 1156722

date certificate no.

12 May 2025 00128896/ v2.50

Rt



7.3

10.

11.

Agenda Item No. 8.1.1

Finance & Staffing Committee Recommendations

ANALYTICAL REVIEW OF EXPENDITURE AGAINST BUDGET FOR:

Reserves Accounts as at 30" April 2025 and to note adjustments

The paper was noted (see Appendix E), along with the adjustments that were
discussed with the Committee Chairman and the RFO.

It was PROPOSED by Clir H Miéville, SECONDED by Clir Chapman and AGREED
unanimously that a RECOMMENDATION is made to full council that

The adjustments to the Reserves are retrospectively approved.
INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT AND SIGNED ANNUAL INTERNAL AUDIT

REPORT PAGE OF THE ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT OF THE ANNUAL
RETURN

The paper was noted (see Appendix G).
The Committee Chairman thanked the RFO for the clean audit.

It was PROPOSED by Clir L Hitchings, SECONDED by ClIr Stevens and AGREED
unanimously that a RECOMMENDATION is made to full Council that

The Town Council notes the Internal Auditor’s Report, the items raised
which have been actioned, and the Annual Governance Statement of the
Annual Return.

TO APPROVE SECTION 1 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT OF THE
ANNUAL RETURN FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST MARCH 2025

The paper was noted (see Appendix H).

It was PROPOSED by Clir L Hitchings, SECONDED by ClIr Stevens and AGREED
unanimously that a RECOMMENDATION is made to full Council that

The Town Council approves Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement of
the Annual Return for the year ending 315t March 2025.

TO APPROVE SECTION 2 STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS OF THE ANNUAL
RETURN FOR THE YEAR ENDING 315T MARCH 2025

The paper was noted (see Appendix I).

It was PROPOSED by CliIr L Hitchings, SECONDED by ClIr Chapman and AGREED
unanimously that a RECOMMENDATION is made to full Council that

The Town Council approves Section 2 — Statement of Accounts of the
Annual Return for the year ending 315t March 2025.



12.

13.

14.

TO CONFIRM THE DATES OF THE EXERCISE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AS 27™ JUNE
TO 7™ AUGUST 2025 AND THE REQUIRED INFORMATION AND NOTICE OF
PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE
ACCOUNTABILITY REVIEW WILL BE PUBLISHED ON THE TOWN COUNCIL’S
WEBSITE FROM TUESDAY 26™ JUNE 2025

It was PROPOSED by CliIr L Hitchings, SECONDED by ClIr H Miéville and AGREED
unanimously that a RECOMMENDATION is made to full Council that

The Town Council confirms the dates of the Exercise of Public Rights as
27t June 2025 to 7t August 2025. The required information and notice of
public rights and publication of unaudited annual governance
accountability review will be published on the Town Council’s website
from 26" June 2025.

TO CONFIRM ANY CONFLICT OF INTERESTS WITH EXTERNAL AUDITOR BDO
LLP

The paper was noted (see Appendix J).

It was PROPOSED by ClIr L Hitchings, SECONDED by CliIr Putt and AGREED
unanimously that a RECOMMENDATION is made to full Council that

The Town Council confirms that it does not have any conflicts of interest
with BDO LLP.

REVIEW OF END OF YEAR ACCOUNTS 2024/25 (DISTRIBUTED TO
COUNCILLORS BY EMAIL)

It was PROPOSED by Clir Chapman, SECONDED by Clir H Miéville and AGREED
unanimously that a RECOMMENDATION is made to full council that

The Annual Accounts for 2024/25 are approved.



Agenda Item No. 9
To consider the future of the lantern on the West Street Bridge

Report
Councillors will be aware that Dorset Council planned to remove the lantern from the bridge

leading into town until residents and the Town Council objected. Having been contacted for
their views and options they have said the following:

“We have received confirmation from the conservation officer that a lantern here is
considered to be part of the original bridge listing. Rather than challenge or apply for consent
for it to be removed, as the town and its members feel strongly about its retention we will now
seek a compromise instead. However, the light can never work again as its supply cable
(which is embedded somewhere in the bridge structure) was destroyed by the recent vehicle
impact and having a high voltage electrical supply is such a vulnerable location is ill-advised.

We are instead exploring an alternative long term and lower risk solution; to replace the
current, modern replica lantern (to better match the original and reduce its intrusion into traffic
as per the photo below) with a slightly smaller version as per the photo attached. We would
hope the town council could then consider taking over ownership and control of it, so that it
can remain simply as part of the bridge parapet rather than a highway street light, as it has to
be removed from our PFI contract due to it not being an operational.

The conservation officer has already replied that no consent is required for the slightly
smaller lantern to replace the existing one, just with the copper finial painted black to make
them a more exact match, so we can proceed with the swap at any time. It would probably be
relatively easy to attach one of those shed type solar panels with small LED light to that
lantern (example below) and then hang the lamp inside, it will give a glow but won’t provide
much light at all, a bit similar to the original one really.

The lantern on site at present is not the original, it’s only a few years old and just a modern
replica that looks the same — it will be reused elsewhere, if it is still functional when the
lantern is replaced. The original one from the 1950’s (pictured below), would have certainly
been replaced when the lighting here was electrified and also a couple of times since, as
lanterns usually only last 10 to 15 years.”




It has been confirmed by the Conservation Officer that the lamp was in situ at the time of
listing, so any proposal to remove it would require listed building consent (removing it would
have an impact on the listed building). However, it would not be feasible for the power supply
cable which was destroyed when the light was damaged to be restored and maintained by
Highways.

Our electrical contractor has said that it should be fairly straightforward to attach some sort of
solar lamp inside the lantern, which would give a glow in the lantern for a few hours each
night.

Financial implications

There would be a cost associated to installing the solar light which should be fairly low. The
only ongoing cost would be the addition of the lantern to the Town Council’s insurance policy,
the insurance company have been contacted and confirmed they can add it at no additional
cost.

Recommendation

Councillors should note this report and resolve if they wish to take on the future responsibility
of the Lantern on the bridge and to have a small solar light fitted to achieve a “glow” for a few
hours each night.

Jon Goodenough
Operations Manager
27" May 2025



Agenda Item No. 10
To consider co-option for the vacancy on the Town Council

As a result of the local elections held on Thursday 2" May 2024, the Town Council had four
vacancies. In September 2024, Councillors resolved to advertise the vacancies in January
2025 and co-opt in March.

Three Councillors were subsequently co-opted at the meeting held on 318t March 2025 and
Councillors will be aware that a vacancy remains on the Town Council at present.

Guidance provided by the DAPTC is as follows:

Co-opting is best done in a structured and transparent way. Council can often operate with
one or two vacancies comfortably. This means that filling the casual vacancies can be done
at a pace that works for council and allows time for a period of advertisement within the
community. There is often a notion that co-option has to be done quickly or by members of
the public that the process is somehow skewed or not open. In some cases, co-option can be
used by other councillors to get onboard individuals with similar views to their own. This is
when having a clear policy and timeframe to co-opt means it is less open to abuse. So it isn't
always the case that co-option has to be quick. Councils can take a reasonable period of time
to ensure they have undertaken a fair and open process. That process often begins with a
council resolution using the co-option policy to agree when co-option will be considered, i.e. a
future ordinary council meeting date in the next 2-4 months. The simple objective of the
process to create a 'contested co-option' where councillors that will vote for the candidate will
end up with a choice rather than be left with one candidate for one vacancy.

Recommendation

It is recommended that Councillors consider whether to co-opt a Councillor onto the Town
Council to fill the remaining vacancy and when would be the best time to do so.

Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
ot June 2025



Agenda item No. 11.1

Neighbourhood Plan Working Group — Blandford +

A meeting has been arranged on Monday 28th July 2025 at 10:30am at
County Hall, Dorchester with the Leader of Dorset Council, Clir Nick Ireland
to discuss the B+ Neighbourhood plan future vision as it is time to start
thinking about the next review.

Clir Nick Ireland will be meeting with the Town Council prior to Blandford
Forum Town Council’s Planning meeting on Monday 8" September 2025
and members of the B+ group will join this session.

A Christmas get together has been arranged at The Old Powerhouse in
Bryanston to promote community spirit and cohesion between the B+ group
and other local parishes. Simon Hoare MP will be attending the event and
has agreed to a Q & A session. It was agreed that members from Pimperne,
Charlton Marshall, Spetisbury, Durweston, Stourpaine, Child Okeford,
Winterborne Stickland, Langton Long, The Tarrants and Chettle parish
councils will be invited.

Becci Brady
Committee Clerk
ot June 2025
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