
BLANDFORD FORUM 

TOWN COUNCIL 
 

To:   All Members of the Recreation & Amenities Committee  
(Cllr S Chapman, Cllr A Cross, Cllr H Miéville, Cllr C Stevens, Cllr L Hitchings, Cllr S 
Hitchings, Cllr M Putt, Cllr J Robinson, Cllr Y Miéville) 
 

All other Town Councillors     Dorset Council Councillors 
Members of the Public & the Press    
 

Dear Member,  
 

RECREATION & AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Recreation & Amenities Committee which will 
be held in the Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion, Blandford on Monday 16th June 2025 at 
7:00pm to consider the following items. The meeting is also accessible for the public to 
attend remotely via Microsoft Teams using this link. 

 
Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk 
9th June 2025 
 
 

A G E N D A 
 

Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour, 
which may be extended at the discretion of the Committee, during which time members of the 
public may speak. During the course of the meeting, members of the public and our elected 
representatives from the Dorset Council may indicate they wish to speak, and, at the 
discretion of the Chairman, and with the approval of the Members, they may be allowed to do 
so on points of information only. The Committee may on occasion invite members of the 
public to comment on specific issues where points of information or their particular 
knowledge on a subject might prove of benefit to the Committee.  
 

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters 
in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, 
marital status, religion, belief or disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety and Human 
Rights. Disabled access is available. 
 

All in attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may 
occur during the meeting. 
 
 

1. Public Session 
 
2. Apologies 
 
3. To receive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 
 
4. Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th January 2025 
 
5. Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZmQyYWI2OTUtNzg5OC00Y2JhLTlhNDAtMjdiOTM2OGZlOGMw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220c3baf8d-62e3-449c-a9c3-94a2df169799%22%7d
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/200125-RA.pdf


6. Review of Recreation & Amenities Budgets to 31st May 2025 
 

6.1 Analytical Review of Revenue Budget  
6.2 Review of Earmarked Reserves  
6.3 Reserve Accounts  

 
7. Review and Approval of Allotment Agreements and Rents 

 
8.  Report by Operations Manager February 2025 – June 2025 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings are available from Blandford 
Library, the Town Clerk’s Office and at www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk. 

 
 
 

Twinned with Preetz, Germany 
 

Twinned with Mortain, France 
 

  
 

 

Town Clerk’s Office 

Church Lane, Blandford Forum  

Dorset DT11 7AD 
 

Tel: 01258 454500 

Email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/
http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/


Agenda Item No. 6.1 
 

Analytical Review of Revenue Budget 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Agenda Item No. 6.2 
 

Review of Earmarked Reserves  
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Agenda Item No. 6.3 
 

Reserve Accounts  
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Agenda Item No. 7 
 

Review and Approval of Allotment Agreements and Rents 
 

Representatives from the Town Council and the Allotment Management Committee met on 
4th June 2025 for the annual meeting.  
 
The allotment statement of accounts is attached as Appendix A.  
 
The notes of the meeting are as follows:  

 
BLANDFORD FORUM TOWN COUNCIL & 

ALLOTMENT MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
NOTES FROM THE ANNUAL MEETING HELD WEDNESDAY 4TH JUNE 2025 

 
Present 

 

Dan Foster   Chairman of Allotment Management Committee (AMC) 
Ros Foster   Treasurer (AMC) 
David Pearson   Plot Allocator (AMC) 
Cllr S Chapman  Chairman of Recreation & Amenities Committee 
Linda Scott-Giles  Town Clerk 
Jon Goodenough  Operations Manager 
Amanda Crocker  Responsible Financial Officer 
 

1.       Apologies 
 

Cllr M Putt Town Council Representative to Allotment Society 
Cllr Y Mieville  Town Council Representative to Allotment Society 

 
2.     Review of Management Committee Agreement 

 

There were no proposed amendments to the agreement.  
 
3. Review of Management Committee Rent for 2025/26 (the existing amount for 

2024/25 is £499.76 (+ VAT)) 
 

The rent paid for the year commencing 29th September 2024 was £499.76 (+ VAT) 
and it was agreed that the rent for the year commencing 29th September 2025 would 
increase by 3% in line with the Town Council budget (£14.99), giving a total of £514.75 
(+VAT). 

 
4. Review of Garden Allotment Rents at Lamperd’s Field for 2026/27 (the existing 

amount for 2025/26 is £41.50) 
 

The rent payable from September 2025 is £41.50 per full allotment site of 250sq 
metres and pro rata for smaller allotments.  

 

It was agreed that the rent would increase by 3% (£1.24) to £42.74 for a full 250sqm 
plot. 
 

Ros Foster suggested that this is increased in the near future due to the need for 
cleaning, maintenance, improvements, servicing machinery, etc.  
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5. Rents at Elizabeth Road Allotments for 2025/26 (the existing amount for 2024/25 
is 0.26p per square metre) 

 

The rent payable from September 2024 was 26p per square metre. The garden 
allotment rents were reviewed, and it was agreed that the rent would be increased by 
3p, making it a total rent of £0.30p per sqm from September 2025.  
 

Ros Foster advised that £994.94 was received but they bought troughs that cost more 
than that. 
 

Dan Foster added that funds are required to look at the security, gates, etc.  
 

6.       Review of Annual Accounts 
 

Ros Foster said that last year the payments being made at certain points with the 
payment being made in November was ideal when they needed it. She asked if any 
rent paid between November and May could be made in May but Amanda said she 
pays it in March because of the financial year end.  
 

Ros Foster and Dave Pearson had made efforts to ensure everyone had paid early on 
in the allotment year so the council could then pay the amount over to the AMC.  
 

Ros Foster said the electric bill was over £700 for the compound.  
  
7. Register of Allotment Holders and update on waiting list 

 

Dave Pearson explained that there is no one on the waiting list for Lamperd’s Field or 
Elizabeth Road. 
 

Ros Foster asked if the databases could be made available regularly and Linda will look 
into adding it to Sharepoint so it can be accessed whenever Ros needs to.  
 

8. Breaches of Agreement 
 

Six red cards have been issued for Lamperd’s Field and one for Elizabeth Road. 
Numerous yellow cards have also been issued across both sites. A discussion was 
held on the general attitude towards the allotments because of the low cost; people 
don’t tend to inform the AMC that they are leaving, they just give it up without 
mentioning it which leads to the yellow and red cards being distributed. 

 
9. Works Carried Out 
 

8.1 Daniel Foster on behalf of the Management Committee  
 

 Elizabeth Road – The troughs have been put in place, and a fence post has been 
repaired.  

 

 Lamperd’s Field – The shed area is being tidied up on the opposite side to the 
compound where people are leaving items that are not biodegradable. Dan is 
considering hiring a skip for the removal of these items. He reported the guttering on 
the car park side of the allotment building is dripping.  

 
8.2 Jon Goodenough on behalf of Blandford Forum Town Council  
 

• Water trough replaced at Lamperd’s Field  

• PAT testing 

• Fire alarm serviced  

• Legionella testing 

• Extinguisher testing 

• Fencing repaired due to dog escaping from residential property 
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9. Review of Agreements  
 

Ros Foster mentioned that it was agreed last year that contact details would be added 
to the agreements. 
 

10. Other Matters Raised by the Management Committee 
  

There are lots of events planned for the upcoming year, which includes community 
sessions clearing the pathways etc. at Lamperd’s Field. 
 

Dan Foster checked if the reps are invited to the committee meetings and it was agreed 
they would be invited to the AGM and any social events.  
 

11. Other Matters Raised by the Town Council  
 

Nothing to report. 
 
The outcome of this meeting will be referred to the Recreation & Amenities Committee meeting 
on Monday 16th June 2025. 
 
The meeting closed at 11:40am.    
 

 
Recommendations 
 

Under the R&A Remit it is recommended that the Councillors approve the following: 
 

• The Allotment Management Committee Rent for 2025/26 increases to £514.75 (+VAT). 

• The rent for Lamperd’s Field allotment for 2026/27 increases to £42.74 for a full 250sqm 
plot. 

• The rent for Elizabeth Road allotment plots for 2025/26 is agreed at 30p per square metre. 

• Minor amendments to the agreements are approved (provided by the Town Council’s 
solicitors) with delegated authority to the Town Clerk to make any amendments subject to 
consent from the Chair or Vice Chair of the R&A Committee and the AMC.  

 
Jon Goodenough 
Operations Manager 
5th June  2025 
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Appendix A 
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Agenda Item No. 8 
 

Report by Operations Manager February 2025 – June 2025 
 

STAFFING 
Fire Warden Training  
 

Ladder Training 
 

New policy written and adopted by Town Council on Sexual Harassment, training being 
organised. Courses already completed on the subject by the Town Clerk and Operations 
Manager. 
 
CORN EXCHANGE 
Works to the Corn Exchange are progressing although the finish date of September 5th is 
delayed by 3 weeks, not totally unexpected with a project of this size. A number of site meetings 
have been held to discuss various items and the monthly progress meetings have been held. 
 
PARK ROAD 
After a very successful season the football has finished, and the cricket has begun. The 
Bowling Club continue to be successful and work was carried out to replace all asbestos 
found in the soffits at the pavilion. The sports club and the Operations Manager met to 
discuss anything that could be done to make the area more secure. The Football Club will be 
maintain their own pitch from June 1st as they have more time to dedicate to it. 
 
LARKSMEAD 
As Councillors will be aware we had an illegal encampment set up on the recreation ground 
on April 13th, after meeting with police on site I met with the travellers and asked them to 
leave as they were trespassing. The Police issued a section 25 and they left Monday evening 
the 14th. After assessing various option to make the recreation ground more difficult to access 
with vehicles it was decided to place concrete blocks on one side and a new gate on the 
pavilion side. The cost of this will be borne form an underspend on the renovation budget for 
the Tabernacle toilet. 
 
SCOUTS HUT 
Grass cutting began In April.  
 
ALLOTMENTS 
The annual meeting between the management society and the Town Council has been held. 
 
WHG 
Hirings are up and the Town Council continues to hold its meetings in the pavilion.  
VE Day beacon lighting was held in the gardens and the popular exhibition in the pavilion. 
 
TOWN 
The summer bedding is due to be put out in late June. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 
Asbestos monitoring has been done and monthly legionella testing continues. 
PAT Testing is ongoing. 
Fire extinguishers serviced at all venues 
All Risk Assessments, COSHH and Systems of Work have been reviewed. 
New Policy on Martins law is under construction 
A new Asbestos survey has been carried out. 
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WORKS CARRIED OUT 
 
Feb 26 Work to replace soffits at Bowling Club 
 
Feb 28  Fire Extinguishers serviced 
 
March 9  Repairs carried out to toilet at Marsh and Ham 

 
March 26    Progress meeting Corn Exchange 
 
March 28 Asbestos Survey 
 
March 12 Repairs to Tabernacle Toilet 
 
March 19 Repairs to bench Woodhouse Gardens. 
 
March 26  Toilet Unblocked Marsh and Ham 
 
March 27 Toilet door repaired Marsh and Ham 
 
April    2 Progress meeting Corn Exchange 
 
April   4 Transit van MOT 
 
April   7 Work commenced on refurbishing Tabernacle Toilets 
 
April   10 Paving slabs replaced behind Church 
 
April   13 Travellers moved on to Larksmead 
 
April   14 Travellers moved off site from Larksmead 
 
April   15 Legionella cleaning to water heaters completed 
 
April   15 Shutters serviced at Cricket Pavilion 
 
April   17 Bowling Club Alarm Serviced 
 
April    23 Progress meeting Corn Exchange 
 
May    2 Blocks placed at Larksmead to prevent vehicle incursions 
 
May    7 Garage door serviced at Glenmore Depot 
 
May 8 Events at Woodhouse Garden Pavilion to mark VE Day 
 
May  17 Site meetings at Skate Park 
 
May 21 Work carried out to repair equipment at Balmer Road Play Area 
 
May 21 Corn Exchange progress meeting 
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     VANDALISM 
 

    February 2025 – June 2025 
 
Date   Location    Remarks 
26 Feb  Skate Park    Broken Glass       

01 Mar   Railway Arches   Broken Glass  

05 Mar  Skate Park     Broken Glass 

07 Mar  Railway Arches Boards  Graffiti    

15 Mar                     Marsh and Ham Toilets  Toilet Blocked 
 
21 Mar                     Skate Park Broken Glass 
 
26 Mar                     Marsh and Ham Toilets Toilet Blocked 
 
  5 Apr                      Skate Park    Broken Glass 
  
  9 Apr                      Railway Arches Broken Glass 
 
16 Apr                      Skate Park Broken Glass 
 
22 Apr                      Skate Park Broken Glass 
 
29 Apr                      Marsh and Ham Toilets Toilet Blocked 
 
  6 May                     Skate Park Broken Glass 
 
10 May                     Skate Park Broken Glass 
 
16 May                     Railway Arches Broken Glass 
 
22 May                     Skate Park Broken Glass 
 
27 May                     Skate Park Broken Glass 
 
28 May                     Cemetery Rough Sleeping 
 
 3 June                     Marsh and Ham Toilets Toilet Blocked  
 
 
 
Evidence of drug use and rough sleeping at public toilets at various times throughout the period 
(Police aware). 
 

 

 

 
 


