BLANDFORD FORUM TOWN COUNCIL 4& .
Minutes of Town Council Planning Meeting N b
Held on Monday 19t May 2025 at 7:00pm in Woodhouse Gardens Pawl“on!fo &

PRESENT S Yy
Q
Clir A Cross — Chairman Clir C Stevens— Vice Chairman
Clir H Miéville Clir S Hitchings
ClIr L Hitchings Clir G Del-Pinto
Clir B Quayle Clir R Holmes
Cllr S Chapman Clir T Clarkson
Clir Y Miéville Clir M Putt
Clir S Morgan
IN ATTENDANCE
Town Clerk Committee Clerk
Operations Manager Nicci Brown (Teams)
Christopher Peck (Dorset Council) Jonathan Turvey (Western Design Architects)

1. PUBLIC SESSION

ClIr H Miéville expressed his heartfelt sympathy with Cllr Clarkson and the Legion over the
break-in to the Stables and mindless vandalism that subsequently took place. He offered the
Town Council’s, and Councillors’, help and support.

Clir Holmes asked for an agenda item be raised at a future meeting regarding the issue of
shop fronts in the town centre. Clir Holmes will email the Town Clerk regarding this.

1.1 Presentation regarding 23-25 Market Place, Blandford Forum (former NatWest)
An outline of what the plans and long-term goals are regrading this application was
given by Jonathan Turvey of Western Design Architects. The application proposes that
the one large unit be separated into two smaller commercial units. Jonathan explained
that the stakeholders behind this project have a long-term goal and commitment to
enhance the town’s appeal, create spaces that encourage people to stay longer,
spend more and return often.

1.2 Christopher Peck, Principal Transport Planner, Dorset Council — Active Travel
Infrastructure Plan

Christopher Peck presented Dorset Council’s Active Travel Infrastructure Plan to
Councillors. He discussed the long-term strategy that that the council has created to
encourage active travel and network plans. It is a long-term strategy for improvements
to routes for walking, cycling and wheeling (mobility aids), network plans for routes for
neighbourhoods and schools. They want to understand where improvements are
required and needed most. Christopher identified routes in and around the town that
they have been identified as high priority routes and where they would like to make
links form and to particular areas. It is a long-term aspirational plan. The next step is to
gather feedback from local councils and take their opinions back to Dorset Council for
further consideration.

2. APOLOGIES
Clir J Robinson Clir N Lacey-Clarke

3. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION
None
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8.1

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 10 MARCH 2025

It was PROPOSED by ClIr Holmes, SECONDED by CllIr Chapman and AGREED (10 in
favour, 2 abstentions/non-votes) that the Minutes be APPROVED and SIGNED.

TO CONSIDER RESPONDING TO THE PRESENTATION ON THE ACTIVE TRAVEL
INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN

Councillors asked Christopher Peck a series of questions regarding lack of bus and public
transport services and possible new cycle lanes required in order to implement the
infrastructure plan in question. Councillors thanked him for his time and interesting
presentation and look forward to seeing the next phase of the plan.

TO CONSIDER THE NOMINATION RENEWAL OF BLANDFORD LIBRARY AS AN ASSET
OF COMMUNITY VALUE (ACV) (EXPIRING IN JUNE 2025)

It was PROPOSED by Clir Quayle, SECONDED by ClIr H Mieville and AGREED
unanimously that

The Library nomination should be renewed in order to keep this as an asset of
community value.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE

VE Day 80 Events — Staff and Councillors have received positive feedback about the two
events held last week, along with the bell ringing and the exhibition.

Larksmead — Due to recent events, the Operations Manager met with a local contractor on
site at Larksmead to discuss how this issue could be prevented in the future. A decision to
place concrete blocks was taken to prevent vehicular access to the right-hand side of the
Recreation Ground, which will cost £1,000 + VAT and a gate has been installed on the left, at
a similar price. The Town Council and the Rugby Club will both have access to the gate. This
is the most effective way of stopping vehicular access to the ground and this was proven just
a fortnight after the first incident with residents witnessing the arrival of 11 caravans that
quickly departed when they saw the measures introduced to the Recreation Ground.

Funding for the two items can be taken from the budget allocated for the refurbishment of the
Tabernacle Toilets which has been done a lot cheaper than originally budgeted and therefore
there is £5,000 left in that budget line.

Bicycle Repair Station — The bicycle repair station was officially opened on 14" May 2025
and the sponsors, Off Camber on East Street, have stickers displayed across the station.

Path at Stour Meadows — Graham Stanley the Senior Ranger emailed to inform the council
that they have funding to resurface the riverside footpath on Stour Meadows with

tarmac. When originally constructed with an invaluable contribution from Blandford Rotary, it
was a compacted stone surface, which, even with topping up each year would degrade
following the winter flooding each year making access difficult for wheelchairs and mobility
scooters. Work will commence on the new, slightly widened path on Monday 9" June.

APPENDIX A — NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS
The paper was noted (see Appendix A).
P/FUL/2025/00775 — 30A Salisbury Street Blandford Forum DT11

It was PROPOSED by CliIr L Hitchings, SECONDED by ClIr Stevens and AGREED
unanimously that
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8.

8.2

8.3

APPENDIX A — NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS (CONT.)

The Town Council has no objections to the application, although Councillors
asked for the relevant Dorset Council officers to patrol the area on Friday and
Saturday evenings — where people are parking on double yellow lines in that
area due to existing behaviours and the positioning at the fork in the road — and
exercise their powers of enforcement, and that the situation continues to be
monitored. Blandford + NP policies B10 and Designh Code: CA2 apply.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

P/FUL/2025/02463 — 23-25 Market Place, Blandford Forum DT11 7AF

It was PROPOSED by Clir Chapman, SECONDED by Clir Holmes and AGREED
unanimously that
The Town Council has no objections to the application. Blandford + NP policies
B10, Design Code: CA2 and Built Form Code: Code 15,16,17 & 19 apply.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

P/LBC/2025/02464— 23-25 Market Place, Blandford Forum DT11 7AF

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Chapman, SECONDED by Clir Holmes and AGREED
unanimously that

The Town Council has no objections to the application. Blandford + NP policies
B10, Design Code: CA2 and Built Form Code: Code 15,16,17 & 19 apply.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

7:59pm — ClIr Quayle left the meeting due to an emergency.

8.4

10.

P/FUL/2025/02344 — Blandford Town Museum, Bere’s Yard, Blandford Forum DT11 7HQ
Clir Stevens declared an interest as a trustee of the organisation that owns the land.

It was PROPOSED by ClIr L Hitchings, SECONDED by ClIr Y Miéville and AGREED (10 in
favour, 1 against, 1 non-vote) that

The Town Council has no objections to the application. Blandford + NP policies
B10 and Design Code: CA2 apply.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

APPENDIX B — DORSET COUNCIL DECISIONS ON PLANNING APPLICATIONS AND
APPLICATIONS AWAITING DECISIONS

The paper was emailed to Councillors prior to the meeting (Appendix B).

SITE VISITS/DORSET COUNCIL PLANNING MEETINGS
None.

The meeting closed at 8.05pm.

SIGNED: L. DATED: ..
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https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=412017&cuuid=E367C5DD-CCA1-4B44-BB2E-3BC764546FEB
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