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BLANDFORD FORUM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 28th April 2025 at 7:00pm in the Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion 
 

PRESENT 
 

 

Cllr N Lacey-Clarke – Chairman of Council Cllr H Miéville – Vice Chairman of Council 
Cllr A Cross    Cllr C Stevens   
Cllr R Holmes    Cllr Y Miéville   
Cllr S Hitchings    Cllr T Clarkson 
Cllr M Putt    Cllr S Chapman 

Cllr G Del-Pinto    Cllr S Morgan 
Cllr J Robinson        

  

 IN ATTENDANCE 
 

 Town Clerk    Operations Manager 
 Committee Clerk    Jonathan Turvey – Western Design Architects 
 Tom Sweet-Escott    Danny Hazlehurst  
  

 IN ATTENDANCE VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS 
 

 Cllr L Hitchings    Nicci Brown 
 
 The Chairman welcomed members of the public to the meeting.  
 
187. PUBLIC SESSION 
 

187.1 Minute silence for Town Crier, Jean Jeffrey – Led by the Chairman of Council 
 

The Chairman invited everyone in attendance to join him in a minute’s silence in memory of Town 
Crier, Jean Jeffery who died recently. Cllr Lacey-Clarke confirmed the funeral arrangements have 
been circulated to all Councillors and encouraged Councillors to attend if they are able to do so.  
 

187.2  Western Design Architects – To receive proposals for 23-25 Market Place, Blandford Forum 
(former NatWest) 

 

 Jonathan Turvey, the architect for Mr Sweet-Escott explained to Councillors the desire to support 
the evolution of Blandford Forum. They are working on proposals for the ground and first floor of 
23-25 Market Place (previously NatWest) with an eaterie on the ground floor, possibly with 
outdoor seating. 

 

 Cllr Lacey-Clarke advised that the Dorset Council has invested in widening the pavement there 
and the market area enhancement proposals do not cover that side of the Market Place, which is 
owned by the Dorset Council. Hence, this may be an issue but he recommended getting in touch 
with the Market Area Enhancement working group.  

 

 The Chairman thanked Jonathan for presenting the plans. 
 
188. REPORT FROM DORSET COUNCIL COUNCILLOR 
 

Cllr Lacey-Clarke reported that Sovereign Group are looking at selling 1-9 West Street and 
rehousing the tenants. He suggested Councillors signpost any concerned tenants to Dorset 
Council Councillors.  
 

 There are many concerned parents at present regarding buses to the schools however it does not 
impact on Blandford Forum families, so Cllr Lacey-Clarke is advising them to get in touch with 
their Dorset Council Councillor, Barrie Cooper. 
 

There is a meeting with the BBC on 9th May 2025 to show support for the Day Centre. 
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189. APOLOGIES 
 

 Cllr L Hitchings     Cllr B Quayle 
 
190. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
  

 None  
 
191. MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS HELD ON 31st MARCH 2025 
 

191.1 Special Co-option Meeting 
 

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Cross, SECONDED by Cllr Holmes and AGREED (9 in favour, 3 
abstentions) that the Minutes be APPROVED and SIGNED. 
 

191.2 Town Council Meeting  
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Cross, SECONDED by Cllr Chapman and AGREED unanimously that 
the Minutes be APPROVED and SIGNED. 

 
192. TOWN CLERK'S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE 
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix A).  
 

Feedback from Co-option Candidate – Christopher Roberts has shared feedback from his 
experience at the co-option meeting with all Councillors.  

 

Tabernacle Toilets – The works started on Monday 7th April 2025 and were completed on 
Tuesday 15th April. Staff are pleased with the result. 
 

Travellers at Larksmead – On Sunday 13th April 2025, staff were informed that travellers had 
moved onto Larksmead recreation ground, with open fires, gas, generators, dogs running loose 
and using the field as a toilet, as well as human faeces. The Operations Manager met the Police 
on site and asked the travellers to leave. Later that day they were issued with paperwork by the 
Police, and they left site at 4pm. Town Council staff have cleaned the site and removed rubbish. 
Discussions are ongoing if it is practical to make access to the site harder. The Town Council will 
need to pay £650.00 to Dorset Council as they have told us that they needed to open their transit 
camp to allow the Police to issue the paperwork promptly and to use a Sect 62 to remove them. 
 

DAPTC Star Awards – BFTC have been awarded a one-star rating from the DAPTC for our 
commitment to training attendance in the 2024/2-025 period with a special mention in their 
countywide newsletter for Cllr Chapman who has attended the most training sessions over the 
last year!  
 

Allotments – During the last few weeks, the Operations Manager has been contacted by the 
Allotments Management Committee to deal with overgrown shrubs, an overhanging shed, the 
plan to change the key locks to combination ones and a complaint about doing so; all at Elizabeth 
Road Allotments. At Lamperd’s Field Allotments, Town Council staff have repaired a fence as 
dogs were getting into the allotments from adjoining properties. 
 

Barry Barnett’s Book – Barry Barnett has been published on Amazon in the UK and in Australia 
called From Dorset Gallows to Van Diemen’s Land. It is a book on the two Dorset lads involved in 
the Blandford Riots who were first condemned to be hanged but were later, following clemency 
pleas, transported to Australia. Both Cllr Cross and the Town Clerk have been mentioned in the 
Acknowledgements and a copy will be held in the Town Council bookcase.  
 

Cllr Cross informed Councillors that this was originally being done as part of the Town Museum, 
however Barry Barnett completed it on his own and arranged for it to be published, but he 
reassured Councillors that any donations towards the project were still used for the original 
project of the book.  
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192. TOWN CLERK'S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE (cont.) 
 

Faulty Street Light on Blandford Bridge – A resident has contacted Dorset Council regarding 
the faulty street light on Blandford Bridge and has been told that the highway authority cannot 
maintain or replace any street light in this position and the current equipment will be permanently 
disconnected and removed, as there is no safe or viable alternative for a light while achieving the 
minimum lateral clearance from a carriageway. The resident has asked for the support of BFTC to 
challenge this decision. It was agreed that a letter is sent to the Dorset Council asking that the 
lantern light is reinstated even if it is not possible for it to be illuminated. 
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
193.  CIVIC REPORT 
 

 The paper was sent to Councillors via email (see Appendix B). 
 

194. RECOMMENDATIONS AND RECEIPT OF MINUTES 
 

None 
 
195. TO APPROVE THE JOB ADVERT AND JOB DESCRIPTION FOR A DEPUTY TOWN CRIER 
  

 The paper was noted (see Appendix B). 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Holmes, SECONDED by Cllr Cross and AGREED unanimously that 
 

The Town Council approves the advert and job description, and the announcement 
is made promptly, with a deadline of 30th May 2025 for completed applications. An 
interview date is to be agreed in early June, between the Chairman of Council, Cllr S 
Hitchings, the Town Clerk and Town Crier, Liz Rawlings. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
196. TO CONSIDER THE GRANT FROM THE BOWLING CLUB  

 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix C). 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Cross and AGREED (9 in favour, 1 
against, 3 abstentions) that 

 

The Town Council approves a grant of £3,000 for the Bowling Club using funds from 
the Grants budget (Expenditure Authority: General Power of Competence, Localism 
Act 2011, S1-8). 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
197. TO DECIDE ON A WAY FORWARD WITH REPAIRS TO THE CHARTER 400 MOSAIC AT 

WOODHOUSE GARDENS 
 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix D). 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Stevens and AGREED unanimously 
that 

The Town Council expresses a desire to retain the mosaic, explores other funding 
possibilities and costs/methods and approaches Hall & Woodhouse for a 
contribution to this centrepiece.  

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
 Cllr Del-Pinto asked that an information plaque is situated nearby once it is restored to inform 

visitors and residents about ‘Charter 400’.  
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198. TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM THE PARISH CHURCH TO TAKE ON RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR THE DEFIBRILLATOR ATTACHED TO THE PARISH ROOMS 

 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix E). 
 

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Cross, SECONDED by Cllr H Miéville and AGREED (9 in favour, 1 
against, 3 abstentions) that 

 

The Town Council does not agree to take on responsibility for an additional 
defibrillator but encourages the Parish Church to apply for a grant to help with the 
costs involved.  

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
199. TO APPROVE EXPENDITURE FOR INSTALLATION OF THE CHRISTMAS TREES AND 

COLUMN LIGHTS  
 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix F). 
 

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Stevens and AGREED unanimously 
that 

The Town Council approves expenditure of £8,900.00+VAT for the installation and 
removal of the trees and column lights from the Christmas light budget line 1025 
(Expenditure Authority: General Power of Competence, Localism Act 2011, S1-8). 
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
200.  TO APPROVE A RISK ASSESSMENT AND ACTION PLAN TO COMPLY WITH THE SEXUAL 

HARASSMENT PREVENTATIVE DUTY  
 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix G). 
 

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Y Miéville, SECONDED by Cllr Holmes and AGREED unanimously that 
 

The Town Council approves the risk assessment and action plan and the Employee 
Handbook is updated accordingly.         

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

          
201. TO CONSIDER ACTION REGARDING THE BLANDFORD DAY CENTRE ON HEDDINGTON 

DRIVE 
  

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr H Miéville, SECONDED by Cllr Chapman and AGREED unanimously 
that 

The Town Council writes to the interim Chief Executive and portfolio holder at the 
Dorset Council raising its concern over the closure proposals for the Day Centre. 
       

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
 

202. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE AND CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS REGARDING THE: 
    

202.1 Blandford + Neighbourhood Plan Monitoring Group 
 

 The next meeting is scheduled for 12th May 2025. 
 

202.2  BFTC Commemoration Group 
 

Cllr Cross updated members on the plans for the VE Day 80 exhibition. They have a meeting on 
Tuesday 29th April 2025 to confirm final arrangements and are currently seeking additional display 
boards to assist with all the material they have to show.  
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202. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE AND CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS REGARDING THE: 
    

202.3  VE Day 80 Events  
 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix H). The Town Clerk advised that there is an error, spotted by 
Cllr S Hitchings, in both service sheets and this has been rectified today and the printing 
amended.  

 

202.4  Climate Change & Biodiversity 
 

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 3rd June 2025, officers from Dorset Council’s Recycling 
Team Gabriella Taylor and Marten Gregory will be giving a presentation on the work they do.  

 

202.5 Dorset Council Grant to support the Market Area Enhancement Project 
 

The working group Chairman, Cllr Stevens updated Councillors that we are still awaiting a 
response from the Dorset Council. 
 

203. REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 
  

 None 
 
204. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

204.1 Appendix A – New Planning Applications (refer to Appendix I attached) 
 

204.1.1 P/LBC/2025/01717 - Red Lion Yard Tavern Cottage Market Place Blandford Forum DT11 7EB 
 

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Chapman, SECONDED by Cllr Holmes and AGREED (11 in favour, 2 
abstentions) that 
 

The Town Council has no objections to the application. Blandford + NP Policies: B10 
Design Code: CA2 Built Form Code: 15, 16 & 17 apply. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

204.1.2 P/LBC/2025/01668 - 20 The Close Blandford Forum DT11 7HA 

 

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Chapman and AGREED (11 in 
favour, 2 abstentions) that 
 

The Town Council has no objections to the application. Blandford + NP Policies: B10 
Design Code: CA2 Built Form Code: 15, 16 & 17 apply. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

204.1.3 P/FUL/2025/01921 - 15 Signpost House Sunrise Business Park Blandford Forum DT11 8SA 
 

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Holmes and AGREED (11 in 
favour, 2 abstentions) that 

 

The Town Council has no objections to the application. Blandford + NP Policies: B10 
Design Code: CA5 Built Form Code: 16 & 17 apply. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

204.1.4 P/LBC/2025/01807 - 11 West Street Blandford Forum DT11 7AW 

 

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Cross and AGREED (8 in favour, 5 
abstentions) that 
 

The Town Council notes the application and welcomes the input of the Listed 
Buildings Conservation Officer in making sure that this characterful building in the 
town centre is restored in the most appropriate way possible. Blandford + NP 
Policies: B10 Design Code: CA2 Built Form Code: 15,16 & 17 apply. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=413198&cuuid=3B77A5FE-E209-471A-AD28-2A6F98D4C76C
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=413198&cuuid=3B77A5FE-E209-471A-AD28-2A6F98D4C76C
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=413147&cuuid=A67F0119-4A7F-40C3-B75F-71242C9AD162
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=413147&cuuid=A67F0119-4A7F-40C3-B75F-71242C9AD162
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=413414
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=413414
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=413291&cuuid=4F17C08F-1C30-4CBB-9964-36E1B713FF39&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=413291&cuuid=4F17C08F-1C30-4CBB-9964-36E1B713FF39&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
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204. PLANNING MATTERS (cont.) 
 

204.1.5 P/HOU/2025/01109 - 22 Kingston Close Blandford Forum DT11 7UQ 
 

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Cross, SECONDED by Cllr Chapman and AGREED (10 in favour,  3 
abstentions) that 
 

The Town Council has no objections to the application. Blandford + NP Policies: B10 
Design Code: CA2 Built Form Code: 11,12, 15,16 & 17 apply. 
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

204.1.6 P/TRC/2025/01905 – 25 Queens Road, Blandford Forum DT11 7JX – For information only 
 

204.1.7 P/TRC/2025/01866 – 27 White Cliff Mill Street, Blandford Forum DT11 7BQ – For information 
only 

 

204.1.8 P/TRC/2025/02077 – Presbytery White Cliff Mill Street, Blandford Forum DT11 7BN – For 
information only 

 

204.1.9 P/TRC/2025/02158 – Little Summerhill Milldown Rd, Blandford Forum DT11 7DD – For 
information only 

 

204.1.10 P/TRC/2025/02208 – Eagle House Gardens, Blandford Forum DT11 7BS – For information only 
 

204.2 Appendix B – Dorset Council Decisions on Planning Applications and Applications Awaiting 
Decisions (distributed to Councillors prior to the meeting)  

 
205.  CONFIDENTIAL 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Holmes, SECONDED by Cllr H Miéville and AGREED unanimously 
that 

The public and press may be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that 
publicity might be prejudicial to the public interest as per Public Bodies (Admission 
to Meetings) Act 1960. 

 
205.1  To consider nominations to present certificates to members of the community 
 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix J). 
 

Nomination 1  
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr H Miéville and AGREED 
unanimously that  

 

The nomination for a Certificate of Appreciation is approved.   
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

  
Nominations 2 & 3 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Holmes but NOT AGREED (4 in 
favour, 5 against, 4 abstentions) that all four organisations are nominated, instead of just two. As 
this was not successful, the original two nominations were not voted on.  

 
The meeting closed at 8:57pm. 
 
 
SIGNED ….………………………………………….………………………       DATED ………..…………. 

https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=412521&cuuid=2BB1C9FC-8828-44BE-8D6A-DA77BA3788CA&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=412521&cuuid=2BB1C9FC-8828-44BE-8D6A-DA77BA3788CA&AspxAutoDetectCookieSupport=1
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