
 

 

Climate, Biodiversity & Nature Working Group Meeting 

Tuesday 25th February 2025 at 7pm 

Held online via Teams  

 

NOTES 

In Attendance 

  

Cllr Y Miéville (chair)  Cllr H Miéville   

 Cllr M Putt    Cllr A Cross 

Cllr John Dallison   Nicci Brown   

 Janet Tyson    Samantha Morgan   

 Linda Scott-Giles   Becci Brady 

Caz Dennet and Julie-Ann Booker, Climate & Nature Action Support Group 

 
1. Apologies  

 

Cllr S Hitchings   Cllr R Holmes 
Cllr B Quayle    Cllr N Lacey-Clarke  
Cllr T Clarkson   Sylvia Hixson-Andrews  

 
2. Caz Dennet, and Julie-Ann Booker, Climate & Nature Action Support Group 
 
Caz and Julie work voluntarily and started back in August 2020, agreeing to do online 

sessions inviting Dorset councillors and town councillors across the county. It was then 

agreed to invite parish councillors too. Julie explained that forty sessions were held between 

August 2020 and 2024 and the sessions were paused due to the local and general 

elections. During those 4.5 years over 160 councillors attended the sessions. Meetings 

were started up again in January 2025 with Cllr Nick Ireland, Leader of the Dorset Council, 

talking to the group, which was a really interesting discussion. They are going to rotate the 

timings of the meetings to accommodate as many councillors as possible. Caz and Julie 

find speakers for the session and there are always plenty of topics for discussion items, 

such as tourism, planning, waste and litter, car sharing, community fridges, 20 is plenty 

campaign, offshore wind farms, proposed national park, transport action groups, 

sustainable farming and heat maps. They have strong links with the Dorset Council 

regardless of the political administration. Caz praised the Town Council for its efforts, 

including being the first inland council to adopt the Motion for the Ocean and producing the 

Climate, Biodiversity & Nature Action Plan. Hugo asked if Caz and Julie were consulted on 

the Dorset Council’s adoption of a nature emergency and although they weren’t consulted 
they did read it through and feedback on the use of glyphosate, which Cllr Ireland 

responded to and Yvonne confirmed that the Town Council recently voted to stop using it.  

Their next meeting is on Tuesday 4th March (online) at 7pm if anyone from our group would 

like to attend they would be very welcome. 

 
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NjJlMzIxYjktNjJiZi00ZmNjLTg1NTktOTZhZWU1ZDY0ZjI1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2265e5950c-ab1c-41cc-9090-4a755c733f54%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NjJlMzIxYjktNjJiZi00ZmNjLTg1NTktOTZhZWU1ZDY0ZjI1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2265e5950c-ab1c-41cc-9090-4a755c733f54%22%7d


3. Update from Blandford War on Waste/Clean up Blandford  
 
Litter picking season is approaching. The first one will be on Saturday 15th March, 
meeting at the Marsh and Ham car park at 10am. Further dates will be emailed to all 
members of this group. 
 
The Police cadets have offered their services to help which Yvonne will organise with 
them. Due to safeguarding issues it was decided that they do it separate to the group.  
 

 

4. Update on ‘Plastic Free Community’ status 
 

Yvonne is collating email addresses for the plastic free allies that we intend to recruit 
around the town. 
 

5. Mass- Unwrapping   
 
Members were sent information regarding this initiative prior to the meeting. Essentially it 
involves having a station outside of a supermarket and ask customers to unwrap their 
products and we then dispose of it. The group discussed the idea. A few points were 
made for us to think about 

- Not to be disruptive or obstructive to customers or staff 
- Be visible on the way into the shop so shoppers are prepared to action 

this after they have shopped 
- The group felt that Tesco and Morrisons would be the most appropriate 

venue 
- A Saturday would be the best day of the week 

 
Yvonne will contact Tesco and Morrisons to discuss this idea with them. 

 
 

 6.   Update from Blandford + NP group  

 

The application of extra houses by Wyatt Homes at the Land South of Bolney and the 
Wards Drove planning appeal are currently the main issues being discussed with this 
group, currently no updates. 
If anyone has any historical buildings that they know of that they think should be added to 
the Heritage asset list to contact Nicci Brown. 

 
 7.   Any other updates  
 

Janet Tyson spoke about her concerns over  an increase of rubbish near the river banks 
and at other sites around the town which is being covered with plant growth. It was 
suggested that Yvonne will email the ranger, Graham Stanley, to clear it. 
 
Cllr Putt raised a point that the dog poo bins at the Milldown nature reserve are often 
overflowing. 

 
 8.  To agree next steps  
 

 Yvonne to share the proposed organisations/businesses list for signing up to Plastic Free 
Communities so that working group members can approach different ones and share the 
load. 

 
9. Date of next meeting 

 

The next meeting is scheduled on Tuesday 25th March 2025 at 7.00pm on Teams. 


