BLANDFORD FORUM
TOWN COUNCIL

To:  All Town Councillors Dorset Council Councillors
Members of the Public & Press

Dear Member,

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Town Council which will be held in the
Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion, The Tabernacle, Blandford Forum on Monday 315t March
2025 at 7:00 pm to consider the following items. This meeting will also be available to view
online using Microsoft Teams using this link.

Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
24 March 2025

AGENDA

Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour, which
may be extended at the discretion of the Council, during which time members of the public may
speak. During the course of the meeting, members of the public and our elected representatives from
the Dorset Council may indicate they wish to speak, and, at the discretion of the Chairman, and with
the approval of the Members, they may be allowed to do so on points of information only. The Council
may on occasion invite members of the public to comment on specific issues where points of
information or their particular knowledge on a subject might prove of benefit to the Council.

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the
exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status,
religion, belief or disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. Disabled access
is available.

All in attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may occur during
the meeting.

1. Public Session

1.1 Successfully co-opted Councillors to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office
2. Report from Dorset Council Councillors
3. Apologies
4. To receive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations

5. Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 17t February 2025

6. Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence

7. Civic Report


https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MGQ2NTIxNDQtNjBkZi00MDc2LWI3ZjUtZjYxYTlmZDA1Yzhk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220c3baf8d-62e3-449c-a9c3-94a2df169799%22%7d
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/170225.pdf

8. Recommendations and Receipt of Minutes

8.1 Town & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Monday 17t March
2025
8.1.1 Recommendations
8.1.2 To RECEIVE the Minutes

8.2 Finance & Staffing Committee Meeting held on Monday 24t March 2025
8.2.1 Recommendations
8.2.2 To RECEIVE the Minutes (to follow)

9. To consider expenditure approval for the refurbishment of the Tabernacle Toilet

10. To consider expenditure approval for the Toilet Cleaning Contract

11. To approve retrospective expenditure for an Asbestos Survey

12. To approve expenditure for an electronic notice board due to a price change

13. To consider adopting the dog policy for weddings/civil ceremonies

14. To consider a grant application from the Bowling Club

15.  To receive an update and consider any requests from the:
15.1 Blandford + Neighbourhood Plan Monitoring Group
15.2 BFTC Commemoration Group
15.3 VE Day 80 Events
15.4 Climate, Biodiversity & Nature (see notes from February’s meeting)

15.5 Dorset Council Grant to support the Market Area Enhancement Project (see
notes from last meeting)

16. Reports from Community and Local Organisations (Councillors are requested to
advise the Chairman of Council or the Town Clerk if they wish to make a report under
this heading)

17.  Planning Applications (due to deadlines)
17.1  Appendix A — New Planning Applications (refer to Appendix A attached)

17.2  Appendix B — Dorset Council Decisions on Planning Applications and
Applications Awaiting Decisions (distributed prior to the meeting)

DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
141 April Annual Town Assembly at 6pm / Planning (if required)
28" April Town Council Meeting at 7pm (followed by Trust Meeting)

Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings are available from Blandford Library,
the Town Clerk’s Office and at www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk

Twinned with Preetz, Germany Twinned with Mortain, France

LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME

' QUALITY GOLD

Town Clerk’s Office mz%x/ Tel: 01258 454500

Church Lane, Blandford Forum Ve Il cronze awann Email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk
Dorset DT11 7AD il Proudy supporting those who serve. www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk


https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/the-town/climatechangebiodiversity
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/public-consultation-part-pedestrianisation-of-the-market-area
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/public-consultation-part-pedestrianisation-of-the-market-area
http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/

Agenda Item No. 6
Town Clerk’s Report

Signs — Replacement signs have been ordered for Larksmead, Langton and the Skatepark
to replace those that have become worn/vandalised/illegible (examples shown below).

Batteries — On 29" January 2025 the Dorset Council Waste Services experienced another
bin fire lorry due to batteries being placed in household rubbish. Batteries and battery-
powered items can be taken to any of their household recycling centres. Crushed batteries
can cause fires, especially when surrounded by highly flammable material like paper,
cardboard, and plastic. Household batteries can be placed in a battery bag (or a clear
sealable plastic bag) and left on top of your recycling bin for collection or taken to a
shop/supermarket with a battery-recycling point. The Town Council now has a recycling box
in the office, so people can bring their used batteries into us. Hopefully this will help the team
at DCWS raise awareness and prevent more dangerous, and unnecessary fires.

Cemetery — Due to several people slipping on the stepping stones to the Cross of Sacrifice,
a new tarmac path is being laid, and kerbing and is being installed free of charge by a local
contractor because of the fallen of Blandford who this memorial commemorates. A separate
contractor has also been asked to clean the Cross of Sacrifice for a charge of £750.

Emergency Planning — Dorset Councils’ Emergency Management & Resilience Officer has
written to the Town Clerk and thanked the Town Council for its ongoing support in
contributing to Dorset’s emergency preparedness and resilience by having the Woodhouse
Gardens Pavilion and the Corn Exchange building as a pre-designated rest centre. The
Operations Manager has updated the forms for both buildings to continue to be listed in the
emergency plan for the county.

Corn Exchange Events Meeting — A meeting was held with David Lockwood the Chief
Executive of the Arts Development Company (ADC) and the Town Clerk and Operations
Manager. The meeting was held to discuss the way forward with events at the Corn
Exchange when it is reopened. Different strategies were discussed including having a
monthly event put on by the Town Council or possibly having several different themed
festivals instead. A number of events were discussed for the reopening of the venue
including big names and having a open day with workshops, contacting the Bournemouth
Symphony Orchestra as well as several other companies in the area covering a diverse
range of acts and performers. It was agreed that we would keep in close touch as the project
progresses including a site visit when the building was closer to reopening. The ADC may be
able to produce a weekend of events for an opening, subject to a fee.

South Tarrant Valley Parish Council — The council has agreed to a £150 donation to the
Town Council for the running of the toilets.




Letter Box — The social media post about the letter box introduced at the cemetery was very
well received and the insights are shown in the image (below). Staff are checking the box and
they have also received positive feedback from visitors to the cemetery.
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Corn Exchange Project Funders — The latest update has been compiled by the Town Clerk
and sent to the seven funders of the project.

Flag Pole Works to the Town Hall Roof — The Operations Manager has been dealing with
the leaks the contractors have been reporting over the last few months, which led to works
being carried out to the flag pole to add a collar. Unfortunately, these temporary measures
have not resolved the issue, and a replacement is now required. The current pole moves
about and is not secured properly. Furthermore, it is also not fitted through the roof properly
and is allowing water ingress. The quote is shown below and has been shared with the
Chairman of Council. At this stage, the works can be funded from monies already allocated to
the overall project as we have a slight underspend at the moment, and we can’t allow the roof
to continue to leak and the alternative is to remove the flagpole all together which would not
be a popular option. The urgency was added to because the scaffolding is currently in place
for the contractor to repair the roof and if that gets removed and we have to fund extra
scaffolding then it will come as a premium. The quote has therefore been accepted.

Item Code
BESPOKE/ACC

Description

Custom Manufactured Base 4m high, two-part,
Steel insert, galvionsied finish, - Approx cost as
Requiring Wind, Structural Calculations/ Drawings,

Notes Total

5,673.00

Unit Price
5,673.00

Quantity
1

COMP/GF/6M/UHD
/HBP/INT/MET

6m GF Internal Ultra heavy duty pole Hinged Base

824.00

824.00

Complete

Item Code

Description Notes

Total

De-install of current
Flag Pole

1,075.00

Wind Calcs and
Structural Drawings

1,487.00

Powder Coat

875.00

Finial Re-wark

800.00

Other - 6m

1x 6m Poles

1,075.00

TERMS — Quotation is valid for 14 days from date
of issue. All amounts are to be paid in Great
British Pounds (). Acceptance of quotation is

SUB TOTAL

11,809.00

agreement to our Terms and Conditions of trade.

Terms and Conditions ~Warranty Statement VAT

2,361.80

14,170.80

Market Area Enhancement — At the last working group meeting, The Blandford School

students offered to take a survey to the school and the survey has been edited for the
students, as follows: https://forms.office.com/e/AFjuW38hiV

Legion Letter — The Branch has written to thank the council for its fundraising efforts for the
Poppy Appeal 2024. The Town Clerk has written to the Legion Secretary to thank her and the
whole team for their support during the council’s move to the Legion.


https://forms.office.com/e/AFjuW38hiV

Agenda Item No. 9

To consider expenditure approval for the refurbishment
of the Tabernacle Toilet

Report

The Tabernacle toilets were opened and refurbished in 2011, they are now in need of
renovation and the updating of the fittings.

A budget of £14,000 was included in the 2025/26 budget for this purpose, based on one
quotation, and this report outlines all the quotes we have now received for the works.

Financial Implications

Company A:

Isolate all electric and plumbing.

Remove all existing fixings and fittings.

Clean and degrease existing wall ready for over tiling

Over tile existing with new white ceramic wall tiles.

Overboard existing ceiling

Acid clean and reseal existing floor tiles and reseal existing anti slip tiles
Decorate all including existing toilet entrance

Supply and install new toilet and cistern

Supply and install new handwash dryer

All associated electrical work, test and certificate.

Supply and install all fittings including baby change, towel dispenser, waste bin, Sanitary
waste bin and toilet paper dispenser.

De Camp site leaving area clean and tidy.

For a cost of £ 13,974.34 Plus Vat

Company B

Isolate all electric and plumbing

Remove all existing fixings and fittings

Clean and degrease existing wall ready for over tiling

Over tile existing with new white ceramic wall tiles

Overboard existing ceiling

Acid clean and reseal existing floor tiles and reseal existing anti slip tiles
Decorate all including existing toilet entrance

Supply and install new toilet and cistern

Supply and install new handwash dryer

All associated electrical work, test and certificate

Supply an install all fittings including baby change, towel dispenser, waste bin, sanitary ware
bin and toilet paper dispenser

Leave area clean and tidy

Materials and labour for a cost: £8,857.40 + VAT



Company C

Preliminaries

R&D Survey
Drylining & Plastering
Ceramic Tiling
Painting & Decorating
Mechanical

Electrical

Provisional Sum

For a cost of: £15,592.40 + VAT

Recommendation

It is recommended that Councillors choose a quote to refurbish the Tabernacle toilets using
funds budgeted for the renovation of the toilets (Expenditure Authority: Localism Act 2011 s1-
8).

Jon Goodenough
Operations Manager
12t February 2025



Agenda Item 8

To approve expenditure for installation of the trees and column lights

Background

The installation of the small Christmas trees and lights has now been done by a local
contractor for the last five years this has worked well and the lights have received a large
number of compliments. It has also allowed us to expand on the displays without it impacting
on the workload of the Town Council staff.

Report

A quote from the contractor who has carried out the installation of the trees and lamp post
lights for the last five years was sought; further quotes were not obtained due to the lack of
contractors able to carry out this work and the fact that he is now familiar with what is
required and additionally we received so many compliments last year, it is also specialist
work and as such the financial regulations do not require the usual three quotes.

The quote for 2025 to install and take down the small Christmas trees and to install and
dismantle the lights on the lighting columns is £8,900.00 + VAT. This is the same as last
year’s price.

Recommendation

It is recommended that Councillors approve expenditure for the installation of the trees and
column lights from the Christmas light budget line 1025 (Expenditure Authority: General
Power of Competence, Localism Act 2011, S1-8).

Jon Goodenough
Operation Manager
6" March 2025



Agenda Item 10

To consider expenditure for the Toilet Cleaning Contract

The lease for the Marsh & Ham toilet block (including the Information Centre) was, originally
with North Dorset District Council (now the Dorset Council), this expired in 2016.

Since that time the toilet cleaning contract has only been offered on a one-year basis until
such time as the future of the public toilets in the Marsh and Ham car park is confirmed.

The toilet cleaning contract expires on the 315t March 2025 and the current contractor has
quoted for £9,288.00, which represents a 3% increase from 24/25. This increase is due to a
rise in the cost of materials. However all the time the disabled toilet is closed then the
contractor will continue at last year’s price of £9,001.08.

The financial regulations state that for expenditure below £25,000 but above £5,000 three
quotations will be obtained, where possible. As is clear from previous experience on tenders
for this facility this local company provides a very competitive quote and a good service and
have always been flexible with extra cleans etc. In past quotations they have been
significantly better value for money than the nearest tendered in price.

Despite the ongoing issue with the uncertainty of the future of the toilet block, officers felt that
other quotes should regularly be sought to ensure we are getting value for money and this
was carried out three years ago which showed that the current cleaners were approximately
£5000.00 cheaper than their nearest competitor.

Recommendation

It is recommended that the Town Council renews the cleaning contract with the existing
contractor for a period of one year only, using a maximum of £9288.00 from budget line 6650
(Expenditure Authority: General Power of Competence, Localism Act 2011, S1-8).

Jon Goodenough
Operations Manager
12" March 2025



Agenda Item No. 11
To approve retrospective expenditure for an Asbestos Survey

Report
The current asbestos survey was carried out on all venues in 2009, a separate one was

carried out on the Corn Exchange complex in 2023 as part of the ongoing works. A new survey
strengthens our asbestos programme as we have had works carried out on the Football and
Cricket pavilions as well as the extension of the Bowling pavilion and Woodhouse Gardens
pavilion since the last one.

As this is a specialist task we only sourced one quote from the company that removed the
asbestos at the Corn Exchange and have tested samples in the past, in addition they are
based in Blandford Forum.

We also received an update from our Health and Safety advisors which said we should get an
updated survey as soon as possible to ensure we are completely up to date as the Health and
Safety executive are carrying out a lot of spot checks on council’s asbestos programme and
although the original survey was compliant it would be best practice to get a new one.

Therefore, it was decided to get this done as soon as practical and is why | am seeking
retrospective approval as work is already underway.

All other aspects of our asbestos programme are up to date and reviewed annually,

Financial implications
A quote to carry out the survey at all venues was received:

Bowling Club £255
Football Pavilion £345
Cricket Pavilion £345
Allotment Building £195
Larksmead Pavilion £345
Woodhouse Pavilion £295
Cemetery Chapel £135
Cemetery Workshop £225
Glenmore Depot £195
Tabernacle Toilet £195

Marsh & Ham Toilet/BIC £225

Total cost of £2755.00+VAT

Recommendation

It is recommended that councillors approve the retrospective expenditure of £2,755 using
funds from the individual budgets for the venues (Expenditure Authority: Localism Act 2011 s1-
8).

Jon Goodenough
Operations Manager
20" February 2025



Agenda Item No. 12

To approve expenditure for an electronic notice board
due to a price change

Report

At the Town Council meeting held on 27t January 2025 it was resolved:

To purchase an electronic display notice board for display within the Shambles and
out on the Market Place as much as possible, using funds from the Market Area
Enhancement budget line (Expenditure Authority: Localism Act 2011 s1-8).

However, this resolution was made on the recommendation of the Market Area working
group who had been presented with a report which stated that the notice board would cost
£1,154.99 + VAT during further discussion with the supplier it was discovered that the notice
board in the report was manufactured to be used indoors and the exterior version would cost
£2,549.99 + VAT.

Therefore the purpose of this report is to ascertain if Councillors still wish to purchase the
notice board in light of this increase in price and if so to give expenditure authority to finalise
the purchase.

Recommendation

It is recommended that Councillors note this report and resolve whether to purchase the
notice board in light of the increase in price using funds from the Market Area Enhancement
budget line (Expenditure Authority: Localism Act 2011 s1-8).

Jon Goodenough
Operations Manager
218t February 2025



Agenda Item No. 13

To consider adopting the dog policy for weddings/civil ceremonies

At the Corn Exchange meeting held on 24" February 2025, Councillors made the following
resolution:

Dogs being allowed at wedding events, subject to hire of the entire venue, is
approved in principle and staff are asked to view policies from other venues and
seek the views of a working group before confirming.

A draft document was shared with Councillors and staff on 25" February 2025 and feedback
has been incorporated into the amended document (at Appendix A).

Recommendation

It is recommended that Councillors approve and adopt the policy, delegating authority to the
Town Clerk and Chairman of Council to make minor amendments as and when situations
change or merit them and these are subsequently reported to all Councillors.

Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
27" February 2025



Appendix A

BLANDFORD FORUM
TOWN COUNCIL

Dog Policy for Weddings / Civil Ceremonies
in the Town Hall / Corn Exchange

1. Purpose

We recognise that the presence of a loved dog can sometimes enhance the enjoyment of a special
occasion. This policy therefore outlines the terms and conditions for allowing dogs in the Town Hall
/ Corn Exchange when the venue is hired in its entirety for weddings / civil ceremonies. The Town
Council is committed to ensuring a safe, comfortable, and inclusive environment for all users,
including those who wish to bring their dogs.

It should be noted that assistance dogs (e.g., guide dogs for the visually impaired, hearing dogs,
etc.) are permitted at all times, regardless of the venue hire conditions. These dogs are exempt
from the deposit requirement and other conditions outlined in this policy.

In the UK, it is against the law to own certain types of dog and they are therefore not permitted
entry to the venue. The list can be viewed here: hitps://www.gov.uk/control-dog-public/banned-

dogs

2. General Policy
Dogs are permitted within the Town Hall / Corn Exchange only under the following conditions:

e The venue is hired in its entirety, meaning all public and private areas of the venue are
exclusively used by the hirer and their guests.

e The hirer must ensure that their dog(s) comply with all the terms set out in this policy.

e A standard cleaning charge of £50 is added to the booking charge for the entire venue.

3. Conditions of Dog Attendance

o Prior Notification: The hirer must inform the council at the time of booking that they intend to
bring a dog(s) onto the premises. This allows the venue to prepare appropriately.

e Maximum Number of Dogs: The hirer may bring up to five dogs to the venue.

o Dog Behaviour: The hirer is responsible for ensuring that the dog(s) are well-behaved at all
times. Dogs must be kept under control and should not disrupt the event or pose a risk to the
safety and comfort of others.

e Lead Requirement: Dogs must remain on a short lead while inside the venue.

o Supervision: The hirer must ensure that dogs are supervised at all times while on the
premises.

o Cleaning and Waste Disposal: The hirer is responsible for cleaning up after their dog(s) and
disposing of any waste off site.

o Health and Safety: Dogs must be in good health, vaccinated, and free from any contagious
conditions.

+ Noise Considerations: If the dog(s) cause excessive noise (e.g. persistent barking), the hirer
must take immediate action to address the issue. The council reserves the right to ask the hirer
to remove the dog(s) if noise becomes disruptive.

4. Damage Deposit

A refundable deposit of £200 will be required from the hirer to cover any damage caused by the
dog(s) to the venue or property. The deposit will be refunded in full, provided there is no damage.

o Assessment: After the event, the venue will be inspected for any damage or additional cleaning
costs above the standard cleaning charge of £50 added to the booking charge for dogs. If


https://www.gov.uk/control-dog-public/banned-dogs
https://www.gov.uk/control-dog-public/banned-dogs

damage is found or extra cleaning is required due to the presence of the dog(s), the cost will be
deducted from the deposit.

o Refund: The remaining deposit will be refunded within 10 days following the event, assuming
there is no damage or additional costs incurred.

5. Exclusions

o Certain Areas: Dogs are not permitted in areas designated as food preparation or service
areas, or any other areas where dogs could pose a risk to health and safety.

6. Council Liability

The hirer acknowledges and accepts that the council will not be held responsible for any harm,
injury, or iliness that may occur to any dog(s) on the premises during the event. This includes, but
is not limited to, the ingestion of foreign objects (e.g., food remnants or other potential hazards)
and it is the responsibility of the hirer to ensure their dog(s) are supervised and kept safe
throughout the event.

7. Responsibility of the Hirer

o Liability: The hirer is responsible for any damage caused by their dog(s) to the venue, other
attendees, or property. Any costs incurred as a result of damage or cleaning required will be
charged to the hirer.

¢ Insurance: The hirer is encouraged to ensure they have adequate insurance coverage to
protect against any incidents involving their dog(s) during the event.

8. Health & Safety Compliance

¢ Risk Assessment: The hirer must assess the risk related to the presence of dogs at the event,
especially if any special conditions are involved (e.g., large gatherings, events with food).

« Emergency Protocols: In case of an emergency involving the dog(s), the hirer must ensure
that they have access to contact details for animal services or veterinarians and take necessary
steps for immediate assistance if required.

9. Enforcement

The council reserves the right to take appropriate action if the terms of this policy are not adhered

to, including:

e Asking the hirer to remove the dog(s) from the venue.

o Withholding or retaining the security deposit in case of damage, excessive cleaning required, or
disruption.

10. Policy Review

This policy will be reviewed annually and may be updated or amended based on feedback,
changing regulations, or council considerations.

Conclusion

By agreeing to this policy, the hirer acknowledges their responsibility for the well-being of their dog(s),
the safety of the venue, and compliance with all outlined conditions. The Town Council aims to
provide a welcoming and safe environment for all users, and this policy ensures that dogs can be
included responsibly when the venue is hired in its entirety for weddings / civil ceremonies.
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Agenda Item No. 14

To consider a grant application from the Bowling Club

. Name of Organisation : Blandford Bowling Club
. Registered Charity:
. Contact Name : David Burge

. Purpose of Organisation: We embrace sport and social objectives. OQur players are aged 5-90,
all of whom play for

fun and success. Our Junior Bowls has provided a National Ladies Champion U21in 2024. Ina
social context we enjoy a full social events programme of coffee mornings, carpet bowls, crib,
quizzes, bingo.

- Amount requested: £6,766.

. Is this a Green Grant: No

. Purpose of request : Our financial accounts have been traditionally balanced. In 2024
vandalism and theft from our equipment sheds destroyed that ‘balance’- this incurred an
unplanned expenditure of £6,766 ( shed repairs, container, upgrade CCTV.)

A second Baroness mower has been part of our Green 'saving’ strategy - our aim is to maintain a
quality green which services our club but also Dorset County Bowls with 5 Finals sessions
calendared for the Blandford Green this coming season.

Assistance with helping to cover the above sum would be much appreciated and put us back on
track to plan the purchase of a second Baroness mower. A new Baroness would be £11,856; an
ex demo, rarely available, between £7-8k.

. How many Blandford Forum residents will benefit directly?
300-400 +, members, families, friends, school activity day.

. Any further relevant information.

The vandalism damage to our property caused a sense of tension and stress amongst key
members including those committed to hundreds of extra hours of voluntary work.

. We are now collaborating with Football and Cricket Clubs in the Recreation Area -
understanding individual and joint problems and seeking solutions.

DB 16-2-24



Blandford Bowling Club - Project 2025
| We are a successful Dorset bowling club where enjoyment, commitment and high achievement are key
‘objectives.
' Our bowling Green has been central to Committee planning since 2023. Our Bowling Green is a Bowls
England national quality one with six full size rinks. It is managed and developed jointly by:
. Green Side and Adam Carter - his team provides the professional guidance, heavy machinery ( tractor,
'roller, spiking and scarifying machines) and accredited staff to apply the spray treatments. Adam
‘regularly visits and assesses the condition of the green and advises on the irrigation programme which
is delivered by the Club’s Green Team.
. The Club's Green Team - the Green Manager ( David Burge) and 23 active club members.
In April to September - the Playing Season. Each and every day the green is brushed, then mowed and
rolled 5-6 times a week. Each day the rinks are set up as per the guidance on BowlIR ( our IT rink booking
system). The flower displays are irrigated
every day.
October to March - every day the green is brushed unless it is frosted or it's raining. Mowing is now per
need as soon as grass grows above 10mm. In March mowing is steadily increased in preparation for the
new season.
Green improvement . Pre 2020 the green was cut 3-4 times a week and two “tired’ Lloyds mowers were
used.
In Feb 2021 we purchased a new Baroness LM56 specialist mower of high quality from Highwood of
Dorchester. The green is booked daily for club training, Friendlies, club, county and national
competitions. Our green has now been regularly called upon by Dorset Bowls to organise County Finals
competitions. In 2025 there will be five such all day finals competitions booked for our green; our rinks
will be measured and checked by nationally qualified umpires, and we will be hosting players from
across the county.
We aim to provide the best possible bowling surface for all our bowlers.
For special club and county events our aim is to always ‘double cut’- mowing diagonally across and from
both corners of the green. A second mower will enable us to achieve this within our limited time window.
In summary we now need a second mower, as was the case before 2021. It will enable us to reduce
overall mowing time most days and also ‘double cut’ within a limited time schedule - at the same time to
continue to develop an improved playing surface. The cost of a new Baroness from Highwood would be
£11,8586. If Highwood could find us an ex-demo Baroness the cost would be between £7-8k.
Our Green Team now have at least six members who have reached a level of impressive proficiency and
skill with our Baroness - we are skilled and ready to act.



Business Plan 2025 MASTER COPY

Business Plan Blandford Bowls 2025
Club and Player Needs:

1. Clubhouse facility - focal social/sport point of the club

2. The bowling Green contract - critical as 'no green, no club’.

3. Junior Bowls - more adult helpers/coaches

4. Safeguarding - Managed and led by a Committee member - continual update and review.
Junior members are contacted only through parent or guardian.

5. Coaching - an important recruitment and retention strategy.

6. Club website- refocus, rebuild, update in hand.

7. Player access to increased playing opportunities

8. Club Committee - club management and development

Cost to Satisfy - commitment and potential cost

1. Clubhouse redecoration including replacement blinds - awaiting quote.

2. Bowling Green Contract per annum: £9,800. ‘No Green, No Club.’

Baroness mower service :£900 pa

Vandalism of mower sheds - rebuild cost March - November 2024 : £964 - no charge for
labour which was completed by our Maintenance Manager and kteam.

3. Junior Bowls- no additional cost, goodwill.

4. Safeguarding - substantial time commitment in communicating with family/agency.
Personnel training minimal cost.

5. Coaching: all time commitment given voluntarily by qualified club coaches at level 1 and 2 -

6. Club website - charge to rebuild will be minimal - friend of club.

7. Access to playing opportunities - no monetary cost - new members given a period of ‘grace’
during which uniform dress will be relaxed to encourage involvement and commitment to
playing at the club - a real change in traditional playing/dress opportunities.

8. Club Committee - members bring a professional and practical talent to the Club. New
membership is critical to not only maintaining this flow of expertise but also training and
support of new members.

Convenience and Communication



. Clubhouse redecoration . Searching for appropriate supplier/agent . Clubhouse is widely

used for business and social meetings, hosting league and county events. As such
redecoration and window fittings need to match the rooms consequent business and
social demands

. The Green . We have implicit confidence and regularly meet with our contractor,

Greenside, who undertake all the heavy tining, tractor work and grass tonic treatments.
Our Club Green Manager ( a Committee member) coordinates the daily green work (
brushing, mowing, rolling, irrigation etc) of 24 club members operating on a daily rota
throughout the year. This work is all voluntary.

. Junior Bowls. This is managed by a qualified Level 2 Bowls England Coach who is also

Committee Member reporting to Committee at each meeting. One of our recent junior
members is Ladies U25 National Champion ( of both indoor and outdoor championships).
Young bowlers regularly represent our Club in Dorset (Adult) Leagues as well as in their
age related championships.

. Safeguarding. All club members sign a commitment to uphold safeguarding practise

especially in relation to our Junior Squad ( aged 5-18) and to issues of disability. These
guidelines are regularly discussed and assessed - Inservice training is undertaken by our
responsible Committee Member and relayed to club members via meetings, the club
noticeboard and Club website .

. Coaching . This is the main vehicle for introducing new entrants into the sport of bowling.

Most of these are attracted by the Club ‘Open Days' for Juniors and adults. A reshaped
programme is planned for 2025 with fast tracking for the most able and quick integration
into the club ( playing and social) within a three week period. A more relaxed coaching
programme will remain as an option. Retention is an identified challenge - hence fast track
integration is essential.

. Club website . The club communicates to members through meetings, paper and IT. Our

website is being remodelled to encourage ‘Facebook’ style responses from members who
may wish to make immediate comment on bowling successes and achievements,
enjoyment of social events and generally positive club experiences. Our aimis to
encourage ‘ownership’ through ‘chat’, involvement and club support.

. Bowls was traditionally for the ‘retired’. All league, and generally competitive games, were

organised during the ‘working day’. The future of our club (and Bowls) demands that '
working' people must be able to play League, Cup and a range of competitive matches in
the evenings as well as the weekends. Bowls needs to be a 7 day a week opportunity for all
. We are exploring a range of wider bowling opportunities inciuding : a North Dorset mid
week League with other local clubs, Australian Pairs club matches, Bournemouth and
District League membership.

. Club Committee - new membership is critical not only to maintain the high level of

expertise within the group but also to energise ‘thinking and action’ in the future.

David Burge 14-2 25

|



Agenda Item No. 15.1

Blandford + Neighbourhood Plan Monitoring Group

Non-Designated Heritage Asset List

On 4™ February 2025 a small group of members from the working group met with Tobias
Carleton-Prangnell (Senior Conservation Officer at Dorset Council) and

Alison Turnock (Service Manager for Conservation, Economic Growth & Infrastructure at
Dorset Council) to discuss the possibility of merging our Non-Designated Heritage Assets List
with Dorset Council’s list.

Alison and Tobias agreed that our list sounds like it is in accordance with their classification
process and felt the information we have collated is clearly justified. Tobias said he would like
to be able to work with all local Neighbourhood Plan groups and have a set policy for how
NDHA'’s should be accredited.

The group suggested that DC create a new template and send to various Parish councils and
NP groups on which members can input their asset nominations and send to DC to assess
for their verification and in turn be added to their central list. Tobias and Alison were open to
this idea and will discuss further with their team.

Neighbourhood Plan Minor Modifications (Non-Material) submitted to North Dorset District
Planning Committee 17th December 2024

During our January meeting we reported that Ed Gerry confirmed that the minor (non-
material) modifications have now been made to the Blandford + Neighbourhood Plan. The
Chair thanked everyone who helped to get it past the line.

Wards Drove Appeal

There is an appeal hearing regarding an application to develop land by the erection of up to
130 No. dwellings on land North of Wards Drove, Blandford St Mary on the 23 April 2025.
The B+ group have submitted an updated response to this application to the Planning
Inspectorate.

Future Planning Event with DAPTC

The DAPTC organised a future Planning event on behalf of Dorset Council Planning team in
Evershot on Tuesday 4" March 2025. The event was attended by staff and councillors from
BFTC. It was a very interesting day which started with a talk given by Nick Ireland , leader of
Dorset Council and was followed by members of various teams within the council such as
enforcement, building control and Conservation. The main talk of the day was given by the
Head of Planning who gave an insight into what the new government are asking for in terms
of planning targets and the future planning requirements that Neighbourhood plans can
expect to be working towards. Slides from the day were sent to councillors after the event.



Agenda Item No. 15.3
VE Day 80 Events

Update on Actions / Information

The Blandford School student and Blandford Forum resident, Alfie Owen, who is joining the Town
Council for a week of work experience in March, has been invited to light the beacon. He was
thrilled to have been asked and has accepted the invitation!

VE Day flag has been ordered for one of the poles at Legion House, for the flag raising
ceremony. It is 5ft x 3ft and cost £37.33.

Encourage the eating of Fish and Chips throughout the day, as part of these VE Day 80
celebrations on 8" May 2025. W

The Commemoration Group has booked the pavilion for another excellent and informative
exhibition from Thursday to Saturday (TBC). WHG Pavilion booked from 1:30pm on
Wednesday 7" May until Sunday 11" May 2025. VE DAY.

Budget of £700 is approved, using funds from the Civic Budget 4802. :OMAMVE:::
Town Clerk attended an SLCC session with the Pageant Master, Bruno Peek on 23™ October
2024.

The Crown Hotel has been contacted and they advised that, at this time, they can’t confirm that
they will be doing anything for VE Day 80, because they have a wedding booked on the Saturday
so the Sealy Suite will be in full use that day and the team will be needed. There is a possibility
they could plan something on the Sunday, but they can’t confirm at this stage as they have a lot
of other events beforehand.

D-Day 80 window competition is repeated for this event.
Tower Captain has been asked to carry out the bell ringing that day.

Met with Commemoration Group and RBL Branch to discuss the format. It was agreed to focus
on the two civic events and the exhibition, and the Legion is discussing a party event for the
Saturday 10" May 2025. The church is also considering hosting an event and will discuss with
the Legion.

Booked sound system for the evening service. Hope to borrow PA for the morning service.
Booked BSVB for the evening service.

WI has offered to assist with refreshments, as per D-Day 80 evening event.

Orders of service drafted for both events and checked with Mayor and interested parties.
Town Crier informed of the national cry and Proclamation Service.

Events registered on the national map.

The schools have been invited to attend the morning service (and appoint a pupil to carry the flag
up from the Market Place from confirmed attendance).

Through an advert placed in the Times by the RBL looking for 100 yr old veterans, Terry Clarkson
received an email about a lady called Margaret Quinn who lives just outside Salisbury. Margaret
served in the ATS (Auxiliary Territorial Service) during the war. We have subsequently been in
contact with Margaret, and she has confirmed that she is very happy to attend both our morning
and evening VE Day events. Margaret will attend one event with her son and one with her friend
who originally contacted the RBL. Margaret confirmed on the phone that she is drafting a letter to
us to tell us all about her memories of the war and how she was involved.

Both events have been registered with the Pageant Master, Bruno Peek.

The agreed schedule for Thursday 8" May 2025 is as follows:

10am — civic ceremonial opening service to include:

Standards and piper in Market Place from 9:40am.



Process up Church Lane for the raising of the VE Day flag at the Royal British Legion. Flag to be
carried by a young person and blessed prior to the raising, which will be done to the trumpeter
playing a fanfare.

Reading of the VE Day Proclamation by the Town Crier.

Piper invited to play by the Legion Branch.

Refreshments in Overlord Room after the event. Paid £50 for use of the room to the Legion Club.

7:30pm — Woodhouse Gardens

(earlier start time than planned to allow more time to visit the exhibition)

Dorse Police Cadets in attendance to greet people, show them to the exhibition/their seats and
hand out orders of service.

o Exhibition opens in the pavilion.

e Light refreshments available (free of charge).

e Civic service starts at 8:45pm, to include the lighting of the beacon at 9:30pm by a young person
(Afie Owen, The Blandford School), and to have the piper play.

Actions

- Legion to invite Cadets to both events.
- Promote events.

Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
14t March 2025



PLANNING APPENDIX A — NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Meeting on Monday 315t March 2025

Agenda Item No.

171

Application & Date

Application Details

Comments/
Blandford + Neighbourhood Plan
2011-2033

P/HOU/2025/01449
Mr & Mrs Allan
Deadline 15t April 2025
(Extension agreed to
4/4)

3 Chestnut Grove Milldown Road Blandford Forum DT11 7DE
Erect single storey rear extension

Blandford + NP Policies: B10
Design Code: CA2
Built Form Code: 11

P/FUL/2025/01174
Blandford Football
Club

Kevin Valentine
Deadline: 4" April
2025

Pavilion Park Road Blandford Forum DT11 7BX
Install LED floodlighting

Blandford + NP Policies: B10
Design Code: CA2
Built Form Code: 8

P/VOL/2025/01407
Mr Roy Phillips
Deadline: 14™ April
2025

(some contention with
App No, waiting for
response from DC)

1 Georgian Passage East Street Blandford Forum DT11 7DX

Change of use of 1st floor offices to 1no. flat, removal of the existing
external staircase, installation of new external staircase and other
external works. (With variation of condition No. 2 of Planning Permission
P/LBC/2025/06286 to amend the approved plans)

Blandford + NP Policies: B10
Design Code: CA2
Built Form Code:15,16,17

P/LBC/2025/01643
Lloyds Banking Group
Deadline:14™ April
2025

Lloyds 6 Market Place Blandford Forum DT11 7EE

Removal of all external bank signage including the projecting sign.
Ground floor glazing to be obscured up to half height with vinyl (applied
internally).

These applications are for variation of condition, one for the original
Change of use app P/FUL/2023/06442 and the other for the original
listed building P/LBC/2025/06286.

Blandford + NP Policies: B10
Design Code: CA2
Built Form Code: 9



https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=412906&cuuid=93C294F7-A5A5-4750-B10F-8A97C81CA9EE
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=412906&cuuid=93C294F7-A5A5-4750-B10F-8A97C81CA9EE
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=412596&cuuid=E94E3433-FDD8-4178-878B-CA1F5BD431BC
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=412596&cuuid=E94E3433-FDD8-4178-878B-CA1F5BD431BC
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=412861&cuuid=452506D5-674D-4950-AF6B-5DDE70A6BEE1
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=412861&cuuid=452506D5-674D-4950-AF6B-5DDE70A6BEE1
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=413115&cuuid=FFDF41BC-6A93-41B9-94FB-ED394F37868A
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=413115&cuuid=FFDF41BC-6A93-41B9-94FB-ED394F37868A

Application & Date

Application Details

Comments/
Blandford + Neighbourhood Plan
2011-2033

P/HOU/2025/01641
Mr Nicholls
Deadline: 15™ April
2025

Mon Repos Milldown Road Blandford Forum DT11 7DE

Raise the ridge of the roof, demolish chimney and install rooflights. Erect
front porch, side and rear single storey extensions. Demolish garage
and replace with triple bay detached garage with stand alone annexe
above with rooflights and 3 no. dormer windows and external staircase.
Form a new vehicle access with gates.

Blandford + NP Policies: B10
Design Code: CA2

Built Form Code: 11,14,15, 16,
17 & 20

Applications for Tree Works for Information Only

Application & Date

Application Details

P/TRT/2025/00518
Mrs Elaine Bradley

Deadline: 28" March 2025 (information sent to
councillors prior to this date)

Maybank Milldown Road to Nutford Farm Daymer and The Tallet Track

Nutford DT11 0QJ
T4 to T7 - Ash x4 - Fell.

P/TRC/2025/01350
Miss Melanie Moses

1 Park Lands Blandford Forum DT11 7BA T6

Deadline: 27t March 2025 (information sent to Horse Chestnut x2 - Fell.
councillors prior to this date)



https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=413113&cuuid=D01BFE98-971D-4110-ABEA-B6B8155E7537
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=413113&cuuid=D01BFE98-971D-4110-ABEA-B6B8155E7537
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=411813&cuuid=246138B6-EF82-4138-9DD7-58090D459C6E
https://planning.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/plandisp.aspx?recno=412802&cuuid=4F2B7C28-FDA2-4BB1-8CD0-6319874C5706
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