BLANDFORD FORUM TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Town & General Purposes Committee

PRESENT %"Z @%

s
\f)

CliIr C Stevens - Committee Chairman ClIr R Holmes - Committee Vice Chairman ”\Qf@ /
Clir N Lacey-Clarke - Chairman of Council Clir H Miéville - Vice Chairman of Council
Clir Y Mieville Clir T Clarkson
Clir S Hitchings Clir S Chapman
Clir B Quayle
IN ATTENDANCE
Town Clerk Committee Clerk
Gail Del Pinto Samantha Morgan
SITTING IN
Clir M Putt Clir L Hitchings (on Teams)

69. PUBLIC SESSION

None

70. APOLOGIES

None

71. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR
DISPENSATIONS

Regrading Agenda ltem No. 9, ClIr Lacey-Clarke will leave the room during voting due to
being one of the sponsors.

72. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 25" NOVEMBER 2024

It was PROPOSED by CliIr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Clir Chapman and AGREED
unanimously that the Minutes be APPROVED and SIGNED.

73. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE

Dorset Council Parking Charges — On Tuesday 12t March 2025 the Town Council received
notice from Dorset Council that it is increasing parking charges for on street and off-street
parking places across the county. There will be a 20pence increase to the current standard
charges and they will come into effect on 3™ April 2025.

Concerns over the suggested disrepair of shop fronts in the town — Resident, Janet Tyson
emailed the Town Council to raise her concerns over what she feels is the disrepair of town
centre shops and how they are impacting on the overall appearance of the town.

Clir Lacey-Clarke suggested that residents could speak directly with the businesses in
question. Clir Chapman felt that we as a council should push for these shops to be repaired
and suggested looking for funding for a grant to help with costs. Clir Holmes suggested we
speak with the Civic Society and ask them to write to businesses to suggest that
improvements could be undertaken.

It was agreed that officers will send the resident the link to the enforcement officer at DC to
report the issues herself and will keep in contact with her to see what response she
receives.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |
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74. GENERAL UPDATES FROM:

74.1 Blandford Business Support Group

Clir Lacey-Clarke reported that two meetings were held in the last month, as a trial they held
one in the morning and one in an afternoon, although this didn’t seem to make a difference
in terms of attendance.

74.2. Blandford Police

No representative from the Police was in attendance.

Clir Lacey-Clarke explained that a major incident was reported on Thursday night which had
a Dorset emergency planning team attend in Bryanston Street. The cause was explainable,
nobody was injured, there was a perceived danger but this was resolved and there was no
actual real threat.

Cllr Quayle has received an increase in reports from residents of anti-social behaviour in the
town and has concerns that there is no visible police presence. On 15" March 2025 he
spoke with the Police and Crime Commissioner, David Sidwick and raised his concerns
about the lack of police presence in Blandford Forum. He said he would be happy to attend
a Town Council meeting for a Q & A. Clir H Miéville suggested we write to the police and
request a quarterly report for a statistical analysis of the latest situation regarding crime in
the town.

It was PROPOSED by CliIr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by ClIr Holmes and AGREED
unanimously that

The Committee will write to David Sidwick relaying our disappointment that
there was no update on the reported crimes in the town at this meeting in light
of the visibly increased amount of perceived anti-social behaviour in the
church yard and town and to request his attendance at a future meeting. A
separate letter will be written to the police to ask for a quarterly report of crime
figures and to request a representative attend a council meeting to speak on
the issue of anti-social behaviour in the town.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

74.3 Market Manager — The paper was noted (see Appendix A).

The committee had previously asked the market manager to provide just Saturday figures
but would now like to compare the two market days so will ask for Thursday figures for
future meetings.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

75. DORSET COUNCIL HIGHWAYS MATTERS
75.1 To consider a proposal for a speed survey at various locations around Blandford Forum

The paper was noted (see Appendix B).

Clir Lacey-Clarke informed the Committee that a new School Crossing Patrol has been
recruited for the crossing on Black Lane. There has been a delay to them starting but the
position has been filled.

Wimborne Road will not be having a crossing there at present, but Clir Lacey-Clarke has
asked for this decision to be formally made so he can then argue against it. He has made a
request for a timer to be placed onto the school crossing lights to act as a visible warning
that children are crossing as an interim measure.
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75. DORSET COUNCIL HIGHWAYS MATTERS (CONT.)

It was decided that the Committee will write to Dorset Council Highway safety officer to ask
for an update on what safety measures are to be put in place for the school crossing and to
have an agenda item to follow up on this at the next T&GP meeting.

75.2 To consider a request for a bus shelter in the Marsh & Ham car park

The paper was noted (see Appendix C).

It was PROPOSED by CliIr Lacey-Clarke , SECONDED by Clir Chapman and AGREED (6 in
favour, 3 against) that

The Committee will write to Dorset Council to explain the need for this and to
explore options available to us in terms of funding for this project.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

76. TO AGREE THE THEME FOR THE MAYOR’S CHARITY CALENDAR 2026 AND
APPROVE ASSOCIATED EXPENDITURE

The paper was noted (see Appendix D).

It was PROPOSED by Clir Lacey-Clarke , SECONDED by ClIr H Miéville and AGREED
unanimously that

The Committee agrees to using the Blandford Forum photos of the North
Dorset Photo Competition in the Mayor’s Charity Calendar each year and the
newly appointed Mayor will actively have input in choosing the images used
and the cost of £220 + VAT for printing is approved (Expenditure Authority:
Localism Act 2011 s1-8).

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

7:48pm — Clir Lacey-Clarke left the room.

77. TO APPROVE SUMMER BEDDING 2025
The paper was noted (see Appendix E).

It was PROPOSED by ClIr H Miéville, SECONDED by Clir Chapman and AGREED (8 in
favour, 1 non-vote) that

The Committee approves expenditure of £4,234.40 using funds from 6200 T&GP
Containers, planting and signs (Expenditure Authority: Localism Act 2011 s1-
8).

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

7:49pm — ClIr Lacey-Clarke returned to the room.

78. TO APPROVE FREE PARKING DATES IN THE TOWN FOR 2025
The paper was noted (see Appendix F).

It was PROPOSED by CliIr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Clir H Miéville and AGREED
unanimously that

The Committee agrees to free parking in the town on the following dates in
2025; 5t July, 13t September, 9" November, 29" November, 5" December and
6t December.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |
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79. REVIEW OF TOWN & GENERAL PURPOSES BUDGETS
79.1 Analytical Review of Revenue Budget to 28 February 2025

The paper was noted (see Appendix G).

79.2 Review of Earmarked Reserves to 28" February 2025
The paper was noted (see Appendix H).

79.3 Reserve Accounts to 28" February 2025

The paper was noted (see Appendix I).

The meeting closed at 7:59 pm.

SIGNED: ... DATED: ...
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