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BLANDFORD FORUM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 27th January 2025 at 7:00pm in Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion 
 

PRESENT 
 

Cllr N Lacey-Clarke – Chairman of Council  Cllr H Miéville – Vice Chairman of Council  
Cllr S Hitchings     Cllr Y Miéville 

  Cllr C Stevens      Cllr L Hitchings 
Cllr A Cross Cllr S Chapman  
Cllr T Clarkson     Cllr M Putt 
Cllr B Quayle      Cllr R Holmes     

 

 IN ATTENDANCE 
 

 Town Clerk    Operations Manager 
 Cllr Nick Ireland, Leader of Dorset Council  Gail Del Pinto      
 Michelle Spruce    Samantha Morgan  
   

134. PUBLIC SESSION 
  

134.1  Cllr Nick Ireland, Leader of Dorset Council 
 

 Cllr Ireland was in attendance, following an informal session with Councillors prior to the meeting. 
 
134.2 Land North of the Bypass  
 

 Dr Michelle Spruce asked about the proposed community/health centres on the future 
development and the chairman advised to approach Wyatt Homes as the developer and the Town 
Council would share the information once confirmed.   

 
135. REPORT FROM DORSET COUNCIL COUNCILLORS 
  

Cllr Quayle delivered the report.  
 

He referred to the recruitment freeze on the Community Highways Officers, which is a role 
missing in Blandford Forum, and he feels that things are not being done. However, this position 
has now been filled. 
 

The Waste Management Centre (for the land north of the bypass site) is progressing and the 
Dorset Council has released information on the works.  
 

Cllr Quayle is working with a local community group on small mammal warning signage for the 
highway.  

 
136. APOLOGIES 
 

 None 
 
137. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

 None had been submitted. 

 
138. MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 16th DECEMBER 2024  
 

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Holmes, SECONDED by Cllr Cross and AGREED (9 in favour, 3 
abstentions/non-votes) that the Minutes be APPROVED and SIGNED. 

 
139. TOWN CLERK'S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE  
 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix A). 

https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/mgExecPostDetails.aspx?ID=704
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/news/preparation-works-to-begin-for-exciting-new-waste-management-centre?fbclid=IwY2xjawIEugVleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHSTRFWSLGuXHXW13ioCz4OveBc4f7EAUxa8ERl-NrdUWWuVzSlpD22PgCw_aem_GLZ6D7XtVcc60ViQVF1Gnw
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139. TOWN CLERK'S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE (cont.)  
 

Co-option to the Town Council – The Town Council welcomed three new Councillors following 
the local elections held on Thursday 2nd May 2024. However, with seven Councillors retiring at 
that time, four vacancies remain on the Town Council and Councillors agreed to advertise to fill 
the roles through co-option in January 2025. There is a vacancy in each of the following wards; 
Old Town, Langton St Leonards, Badbury Heights and Central. If they would like to spare a few 
hours a week supporting and representing their community, members of the public are being 
asked to come along to this meeting or the February full council meeting to find out more about 
the role of a Town Councillor. The deadline to apply is Friday 21st March 2025 at Noon. Applicants 
will then be invited to a co-option meeting scheduled for 6pm on Monday 31st March 
2025. Potential applicants are also being advised to approach Councillors and staff for more 
information on the role of a Town Councillor and the co-option process. In addition, a webpage 
has been set up with details on how to apply and what is involved and the videos the DAPTC 
produced for the local elections in May 2024 have been shared on social media. 
 

Armed Forces Expo – A date of Saturday 5th July 2025, one week after the national Armed 
Forces Day, has been proposed for this year’s Armed Forces Expo. Once again, it would be held 
at the Legion whilst the Corn Exchange is closed.  
 

Dorset Criers’ Competition – Due to winning the last competition, Town Crier Liz Rawlings is 
due to host the Dorset Criers’ Competition for 2025 in Blandford Forum. To add to this event, it is 
proposed that the Mayor’s Civic Day is held on the same day – Saturday 13th September 2025 – 
and it will consist of refreshments at Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion, the cry in the Gardens, 
followed by a civic procession of Dorset Mayors and Criers through the town to lunch.  
 

Marsh & Ham Toilets – At the December Town Council meeting, Councillors received a report 
about the poor condition of the toilets within the building owned by the Dorset Council. The lease 
for the toilets was originally between the Town Council and NDDC, but this expired over ten years 
and was never renewed despite BFTC’s efforts to formalise the arrangement. Since that time the 
Town Council has been spending money on keeping the toilets open including a refurbishment of 
the disabled unit in 2020 costing £5,600.00. There have been numerous discussions about the 
toilets being relocated and the current site being developed but no progress has been made on 
this as far as we are aware. Therefore, any money spent on the toilets is done so on the 
understanding that they could be taken back and sold at any time and the money spent would be 
wasted. The units are now over 15 years old, and they are well past their expiry date in terms of 
condition. The report summarised the current issues and noted that the recent quote for the 
renovation of one unit at the Tabernacle toilets, which was opened three years after the Marsh 
and Ham toilets, was for £13,900.00+VAT. Councillors agreed to display a notice on the disabled 
unit, informing the public of its current condition and an explanation that we are unable to 
refurbish it until the Dorset Council has made a decision about the building’s future because we 
cannot justify investing in it otherwise. Following the meeting, as a result of the recent approach to 
Dorset Council officers, the Town Clerk is meeting with the DC Interim Head of Assets & Property 
on 21st January 2025 and Councillors will be updated in due course. As per the last council 
meeting resolution on this matter, a notice explaining the reason for closure of the Disabled Unit 
has been displayed at the site. 
 

Bicycle Repair Unit – The Dorset Council Highways team agreed to relocate the unit away from 
the bicycle racks and advised this would be done w/c 6th January 2025.  The new concrete pad 
has been installed but as yet the repair station has not been moved, though we were informed it 
would be moved on the week commencing the 6th of January. 
 

Work Experience – A student from The Blandford School has written to ask for a week’s work 
experience at the Town Council and, after seeking support from the Chairman of Council, an 
interview was held on Wednesday 22nd January 2025. The student has been offered the place 
and will be joining the council w/c 10th March 2025. 

https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/town-council/elections
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140. CIVIC REPORT 
 

 The paper was sent to Councillors via email (see Appendix B). 
 
141. RECOMMENDATIONS AND RECEIPT OF MINUTES  
 

141.1  Recreation & Amenities Committee Meeting on Monday 20th January 2025 
 

141.1.1 Recommendations – None 
 

141.1.2 The Minutes were RECEIVED.  
 
142. TO CONSIDER EXPENDITURE AUTHORITY FOR REFURBISHMENT OF THE GEORGIAN 

COAT OR ARMS IN THE TOWN HALL 
 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix C). 
   

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Chapman and AGREED 
unanimously that  
 

The Town Council approves expenditure of up to £15,000 to carry out the essential 
restoration works to the Coat of Arms, using the Corn Exchange project budget line 
and the grant from The Georgian Group (Expenditure Authority: Localism Act 2011 
s1-8). 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
143. TO RECEIVE THE RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE DAPTC SUBSCRIPTION WORKING 

GROUP 
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix D). 
 

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr Putt and AGREED (11 in favour,  1 
against) that 
 

The Town Council continues with its membership of the DAPTC.  
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
144. TO RECEIVE NOTIFICATION OF REMOVAL FROM THE DORSET COUNCIL ASSET OF 

COMMUNITY VALUE LIST AND CONSIDER ACTION REQUIRED   
 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix E). 
 

 Cllr Quayle, Cllr Lacey-Clarke and Cllr Clarkson declared an interest due to the connection to the 
Legion building. 

  

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr H Mieville and AGREED (9 in favour,  
3 non-votes) that 
 

 The Town Council re-nominates the two properties for inclusion on the Community 
Value List. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
145. TO APPROVE THE COUNCIL DIARY 2025/2026 AND AGREE A DATE FOR MAYOR MAKING 

IN MAY 2026  
 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix F). 
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145. TO APPROVE THE COUNCIL DIARY 2025/2026 AND AGREE A DATE FOR MAYOR MAKING 
IN MAY 2026 (cont.)  
 

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Stevens, SECONDED by Cllr Holmes and AGREED unanimously that 
 

 The Town Council approves the Council Diary for the 2025/26 Mayoral year.  
  

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Putt and AGREED (11 in favour, 1 
non-vote) that 

 

 Councillors set the draft 2026 Mayor Making ceremony date as Thursday 21st May 
2026, which can be reviewed by the Chairman of Council and Town Clerk once the 
Corn Exchange is reopened, and subject to bookings.  

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
146.   TO CONSIDER FEEDBACK ON THE NEW SLA FROM THE BLANDFORD STOUR VALLEY 

BAND  
 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix G). 
 

 Councillors discussed the additional requests received from the BSVB and, due to having already 
made a recent resolution on the financial agreements, they agreed to respond to the original 
request to the BSVB only at this stage.  

 

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Cross and AGREED unanimously 
that 

A maximum of four performances can be rolled over each year, for a period of one 
year.  

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
147. TO CONSIDER RESPONDING TOTHE MHCLG CONSULTATION ON STANDARDS AND 

CONDUCT 
 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix H). 
 

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr H Miéville, SECONDED by Cllr L Hitchings and AGREED unanimously 
that 

 The Town Council does not submit a formal response, but the Councillors can 
respond as individuals.  

 
148. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE TOWN COUNCIL PLAN 
 

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr Holmes and AGREED unanimously 
that 

 The update is noted.  
 
149. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE AND CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS FROM THE: 
 

149.1 Blandford + Neighbourhood Plan Monitoring Group 
 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix I). 
 

149.2 BFTC Commemoration Group 
 

 A meeting was held recently to discuss the May exhibition to mark VE Day 80.  

https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/town-council/procedures
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149. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE AND CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS FROM THE: (CONT.) 
 

149.3 VE Day 80 Events – Update 
  

 The paper was noted (see Appendix J). 
  

149.4 Climate Change and Biodiversity 
  

 The last meeting was held on 14th January 2025 (notes uploaded to website) and the next 
meeting has been re-arranged for 17th March 2025.  

 

149.5  Dorset Council Grant to support the Market Area Enhancement Project – to approve the     
recommendations from the working group meeting held on 20th January 2025 

 

Cllr Lacey-Clarke and Cllr Quayle declared an interest due to their roles in the Dorset Council. 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr H Miéville, SECONDED by Cllr Stevens and AGREED (10 in favour, 1 
abstention, 1 non-vote) that 
 

The Town Council approves the recommendations from the working group meeting 
held on 20th January 2025, as follows;  
 

- To include an updated agenda item on the market area enhancement in the 
Town Assembly agenda and to inform the businesses in the town centre, as well 
as the public.  

- To purchase an electronic display notice board for display within the Shambles 
and out on the Market Place as much as possible, using funds from the Market 
Area Enhancement budget line (Expenditure Authority: Localism Act 2011 s1-8).  

- To ask the Dorset Council for a 12-month trial instead of a six-month trial, so we 
can monitor the usage and value throughout a full year and all the seasons. If 
not, it is suggested that we request it is opened in the Spring/Summer 2026 for 
the six-month trial period.  

- The consultation responses and summary are to be sent to the Dorset Council, 
along with general proposals on usage and timings, via Jan Britton. It is hoped 
that a response will be received prior to the Town Assembly in April.  
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
150. REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 
 

 Cllr Cross updated members on the current status of the Mortain Blandford Twinning Association.  
 
151. CONFIDENTIAL 
 

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Holmes, SECONDED by Cllr H Miéville and AGREED unanimously 
that 
 The public and press may be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that 

publicity might be prejudicial to the public interest as per Public Bodies (Admission 
to Meetings) Act 1960. 

 
 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Quayle and AGREED unanimously 

that 
 The voting is carried out by written ballot due to the connections the nominees have 

with existing Councillors.  
 
 The chairman invited senior Councillor, Steve Hitchings to summarise the role of Freeman to new 

Councillors.  
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151. CONFIDENTIAL (cont.) 
 

151.1  To consider nominations for Freeman of Blandford Forum (Stage 1) 
 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix J). 
 

Nomination 1 
  

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Chapman, SECONDED by Cllr Putt and AGREED that 
 

The nomination proceeds to the second stage of the procedure. 
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

Nomination 2 
  

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Chapman, SECONDED by Cllr Cross and AGREED that 
 

The nomination proceeds to the second stage of the procedure. 
 
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

Nomination 3 

 

 It was PROPOSED by Cllr Chapman, SECONDED by Cllr Cross but NOT AGREED that the 
nomination proceeds to the second stage of the procedure. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

The meeting closed at 9:10pm.  
 
 
SIGNED ….………………………………………….………………………       DATED ………..…………. 


	PRESENT

