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BLANDFORD FORUM TOWN COUNCIL <{f§fggi 4{
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting “ "’5?@, '
Held on Monday 17" February 2025 at 7:00pm in Woodhouse Gardens Pa\ihorf"f;{} '
3@#

PRESENT

Clir N Lacey-Clarke — Chairman of Council Clir H Miéville — Vice Chairman of Council
Clir B Quayle Clir S Hitchings

Clir R Holmes Clir T Clarkson

Clir Y Miéville Clir M Putt

Clir S Chapman Clir C Stevens

Clir A Cross ClIr L Hitchings — arrived at 7:05pm

IN ATTENDANCE

Town Clerk Operations Manager

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

Gail Del Pinto Barrie Cooper
Chris Roberts Samantha Morgan
Jaqueline Robinson Kevin McKeown
PUBLIC SESSION

Barrie Cooper spoke about the Blandford Youth Centre following a question posed by Clir Quayle
regarding the closure of the Blandford Youth Centre. Mr Cooper advised that it is a charity and it
is therefore a matter for the Charity Commission to investigate. The premises are owned by the
Blandford Secondary School Foundation. The Centre had a lease with the school, which ended,
and the new, full repairing, lease would have only been extended to April 2025. There was also
uncertainty over the school becoming an academy. Initially the Youth Centre was paying £6,000 a
year rent plus utilities. Staff were made redundant and paid accordingly. To summarise, Mr
Cooper said the main issues that led to the closure were funding and the premises.

REPORT FROM DORSET COUNCIL COUNCILLORS

Clir Quayle informed Councillors that he asked a number of questions at Dorset Council, including
the question about the Youth Centre. One of the issues was the funding and he had asked the
Cabinet member to find out what happened although it is now with the Charities Commission.

There are many veterans in the local care homes and there is also a Dorset Council facility in the
town, however they are not signed up to the Veteran Friendly Framework. Clir Quayle has
encouraged the Dorset Council to ensure they are signed up.

Clir Quayle reported that there is not yet a Community Highways Officer, but he and Clir Lacey-
Clarke are pressing for it.

Dorset Council has passed the budget for 2025/26 with an increase of just under 5%.

The proposal for overnight parking has been put on hold whilst the scheme is reviewed.

The extra funding secured for the youth grant has gone back to the Dorset Council.

Clir Quayle asked for Councillors and members of the public to inform them of any pot holes so
they can ensure they are added to the system.

APOLOGIES
None
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TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS

None

MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 27" JANUARY 2025

It was PROPOSED by Clir Holmes, SECONDED by Cllir Chapman and AGREED unanimously
that the Minutes be APPROVED and SIGNED.

TOWN CLERK'S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE
The paper was noted (see Appendix A).

Invoice from Solicitor — An invoice has been received for our solicitor on the work carried out so
far on the Allotment transfer. This will mean that the Town Council has paid £26,308.00 in solicitor
fees. On signing the option with the landowners the Town Council is entitled to claim back
£25,000.

North Dorset Photo Competition — A meeting has been held with the Blandford Camera Club and
the competition has been shared on social media and on the council notice boards. An article is
being added to the Around Guide. The submissions open from 14t February to 28" March and
the poster is shown below.

SLA with the Blandford Stour Valley Band — The Band has responded to the Council resolution
from January’s meeting, as follows:

In accepting the SLA, we would like the Council to understand the following points associated with
the Agreement that the band considers important:

1. The band is happy that if there are less than ten performances during the financial year, up to
four outstanding ones may be carried over to the following year. However, any engagements
requested by BTC will be subject to availability of players, music and rehearsal time.

2. Bookings by other organisations will not be cancelled should they conflict with a date
proposed by BTC. (NB. Organisations are now booking the band 5-6 months prior to an
event).

3. Itis recommended that a meeting between BTC and band officers is set up as soon as
possible to discuss and plan activities by BTC that can involve the band over the next 12-18
months. This meeting was held prior to the council meeting and the Town Clerk updated
Councillors that events are being arranged and more details will follow in due course.

Public Conveniences — Spetisbury Parish Council has made a donation of £50 in respect of the
upkeep of the public conveniences in the town.

CIVIC REPORT

The paper was sent to Councillors via email (see Appendix B).

TO CONSIDER FEEDBACK AND RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE REMEMBRANCE
WASH-UP MEETING

The paper was noted (see Appendix B).
It was PROPOSED by Clir Holmes, SECONDED by CliIr Clarkson and AGREED unanimously that

The Town Council approves the recommendations from the working group.

ACTION: TOWN CLERK
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https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/270125.pdf

160. TO CONSIDER A WAY FORWARD WITH THE MARSH & HAM TOILETS/BIC BUILDING
The paper was noted (see Appendix C).

It was PROPOSED by ClIr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Clir H Miéville and AGREED (11 in
favour, 1 abstention/non-vote) that

The Town Council requests a Community Asset Transfer from the Dorset Council for
the Marsh & Ham BIC/toilet building.

ACTION: TOWN CLERK

161. TO CONSIDER THE PROPOSAL FOR A LETTERS TO HEAVEN POST BOX IN THE
BLANDFORD CEMETERY

The paper was noted (see Appendix D).

It was PROPOSED by Clir Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by CliIr Clarkson and AGREED (11 in
favour, 1 against) that

The Town Council commences the scheme, purchases the post box at £270 and
disposes of the letters in confidential waste (Expenditure Authority: Localism Act
2011 s1-8).

ACTION: TOWN CLERK

162. TO APPROVE THE AMENDED HIRE CHARGES FOR 2025/2026
The paper was noted (see Appendix E).

It was PROPOSED by Clir L Hitchings, SECONDED by Clir Chapman and AGREED unanimously
that

The Town Council approves the amended figures for the hire charges for 2025/26.

ACTION: TOWN CLERK

163. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE AND CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS FROM THE:
163.1 Neighbourhood Plan Monitoring Group — Blandford +

The paper was noted (see Appendix F). The next working group meeting has been arranged for
17t March 2025.

163.2 BFTC Commemoration Group

The last meeting was postponed but will be rescheduled soon.

163.3 VE Day 80 Events

The paper was noted (see Appendix G). The Police Cadets would like to be involved in the
Beacon Lighting Ceremony.

163.4 Climate Change and Biodiversity

The next working group meeting has been arranged for 25" February 2025.

163.5 Dorset Council Grant to support the Market Area Enhancement Project

The proposal was sent to the Dorset Council and a response is awaited.
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164. REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ORGANISATIONS

Clir Cross updated Councillors on the Blandford-Mortain Twinning Association. The group is
ready to move it forward and he has a new contact in Mortain.

165. CONFIDENTIAL
165.1 Town Clerk’s Report
Nothing to report.

165.2 To consider a nomination for Freeman of Blandford Forum (Stage?2) (papers distributed prior to
the 27" January 2025 meeting)

Nomination 1
It was PROPOSED by CliIr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Clir Chapman and AGREED that

The Town Council approves the nomination. The Town Clerk will notify the nominee,
in confidence that the Town Council has agreed to offer this honor to them. If the
honor is accepted the Town Clerk will report this to full council accordingly and
arrangements will be put in hand for the Ceremony.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

Nomination 2
It was PROPOSED by ClIr Chapman, SECONDED by Clir Holmes and AGREED that

The Town Council approves the nomination. The Town Clerk will notify the nominee,
in confidence that the Town Council has agreed to offer this honor to them. If the
honor is accepted the Town Clerk will report this to full council accordingly and
arrangements will be put in hand for the Ceremony.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

The meeting closed at 8:47pm.

SIGNED ..o s DATED
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