BLANDFORD FORUM
TOWN COUNCIL

To:  All Town Councillors Dorset Council Councillors
Members of the Public & Press

Dear Member
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Town Council which will be held in the
Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion, The Tabernacle, Blandford Forum DT11 7GQ on Monday 17t
February 2025 at 7:00 pm to consider the following items. This meeting will also be available to
vie)gv online using Microsoft Teams using this link.
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Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk

10t February 2025

AGENDA

Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour, which may be
extended at the discretion of the Council, during which time members of the public may speak. During the
course of the meeting, members of the public and our elected representatives from the Dorset Council may
indicate they wish to speak, and, at the discretion of the Chairman, and with the approval of the Members,
they may be allowed to do so on points of information only. The Council may on occasion invite members of
the public to comment on specific issues where points of information or their particular knowledge on a
subject might prove of benefit to the Council.

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of
any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, religion, belief or
disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. Disabled access is available.

All in attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may occur during the
meeting.

1. Public Session

2. Report from Dorset Council Councillors

3. Apologies

4. To receive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations

5. Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on the 27" January 2025

6. Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence

7. Civic Report (to follow)

8. To consider feedback and recommendations from the Remembrance wash-up meeting

9. To consider a way forward with the Marsh & Ham Toilets / BIC Building

10. To consider the proposal for a Letters to Heaven post box in the Blandford Cemetery



https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ODRhNzk0NjUtMTMwOS00MzJmLWI1ODMtZjFjNTM0YTYxYTlk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220c3baf8d-62e3-449c-a9c3-94a2df169799%22%7d
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/270125.pdf

11. To approve the amended hire charges for 2025/26

12.  Toreceive an update and consider any requests from the:

12.1 Blandford + Neighbourhood Plan Monitoring Group

12.2 BFTC Commemoration Group

12.3 VE Day 80 Events

12.4 Climate, Biodiversity & Nature (next meeting scheduled for 25" February 2025)
12.5 Dorset Council Grant to support the Market Area Enhancement Project

13.  Reports from Community and Local Organisations (Councillors are requested to advise
the Chairman of Council or the Town Clerk if they wish to make a report under this
heading)

14. Confidential

The public and press may be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that publicity might
be prejudicial to the public interest as per the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act
1960.

14.1 Town Clerk’s Report

14.2 To consider a nomination for Freeman of Blandford Forum (Stage 2) (papers
distributed prior to the 27" January 2025 meeting)

DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

24" February Town Council Meeting (Corn Exchange)

10t March Raise the Commonwealth Flag at 10am at the Legion (robes)
10t March Planning Meeting

17t March Town & General Purposes Committee Meeting

24 March Finance & Staffing Committee Meeting

315t March Town Council Meeting

Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings are available from Blandford Library, the
Town Clerk’s Office and at www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk

Twinned with Preetz, Germany Twinned with Mortain, France

LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME

"QUALITY GOLD

Town Clerk’s Office
Church Lane, Blandford Forum
Dorset DT11 7AD

Tel: 01258 454500
Email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk
www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk



http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/

Agenda Item No. 6

Town Clerk’s Report

Invoice from Solicitor

An invoice has been received for our solicitor on the work carried out so far on the Allotment
transfer. This will mean that the Town Council has paid £26,308.00 in solicitor fees. On signing
the option with the landowners the Town Council is entitled to claim back £25,000.

North Dorset Photo Competition

A meeting has been held with the Blandford Camera Club and the competition has been shared
on social media and on the council notice boards. An article is being added to the Around
Guide. The submissions open from 14 February to 28" March and the poster is shown below.
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SLA with the Blandford Stour Valley Band

The Band has responded to the Council resolution from January’s meeting, as follows:

In accepting the SLA, we would like the Council to understand the following points associated
with the Agreement that the band considers important:

1. The band is happy that if there are less than ten performances during the financial year, up
to four outstanding ones may be carried over to the following year. However, any engagements
requested by BTC will be subject to availability of players, music and rehearsal time.

2. Bookings by other organisations will not be cancelled should they conflict with a date
proposed by BTC. (NB. Organisations are now booking the band 5-6 months prior to an event).

3. Itis recommended that a meeting between BTC and band officers is set up as soon as
possible to discuss and plan activities by BTC that can involve the band over the next 12-18
months.



Agenda Item No. 8

To consider feedback and recommendations from the Remembrance
wash-up meeting

Report of the Meeting

Councillors were asked for their feedback from the Remembrance events held in November
2024 in preparation for the wash-meeting held on 17t December 2024. The Town Council,
Blandford Garrison and the RBL were all represented at the meeting with the outgoing GSM,
Kieran Roberts introducing Shea Dawson as the new GSM. Clirs S Clir Hitchings, Clarkson, Putt
and Chapman were in attendance as well as Bob Brannigan and the Mace Bearer, David
Jardine. The main points to come out of the meeting were as follows:

Planning Meetings — It was agreed that these meetings should start in July and also be held in
September and October.

Purchase of Wreaths — For the first year, all wreath layers were included. If the Legion is used
again for the pre-reception, the wreaths would need to kept somewhere else on the day. When
back at Corn Exchange it is suggested that the wreaths are on tables in the Shambles.

Layout — As the elevated position on the churchyard was well received by the public, it was
suggested that VIPs lay wreaths on the plaques in the Market Place and all other wreath layers
lay wreaths up on the churchyard.

Due to young wreath layers being nervous, it was agreed to have a flashcard ready to let them
know what to do with a possible list of order on the back.

All wreath layers need to advise if there is a guest because of seat reservations, which needs to
be further clarified in the invites, and it was agreed to have 10 extra seats to cover additional
people turning up on the day.

St John Ambulance could have someone upstairs in the Town Hall to see the whole area as
well as someone on the ground.

The GSM received positive feedback about the layout.

It was suggested that the youth groups continue to be located along East Street.

Wreath laying — The army is stood to attention for the period of wreath laying, hence this is
another reason why the commentary is at a pace and it helps by reading out just the name of
the organisation and excluding the name of the individual laying the wreath (apart from the
VIPs). A member of the Royal Navy, has enquired why we do not prioritise the Royal Navy (the
senior service), it was explained the Garrison Commander at Blandford Camp also holds a civic
position at the wreath laying due to the Town Councils close working relationship with the camp
and therefore it was agreed to lay the wreaths in the order laid out in the appendices. The
revised order can be viewed at Appendix A.

Band - It was discussed that it would help if there was just a soloist during the laying of the
wreaths to help with the sound, because the band got louder and louder during Nimrod.

Church - Attendees felt the civic church service should not be reintroduced but the offer to
advertise the existing church service in the morning should be made.

Recommendation

It is recommended that Councillors approve the recommendations and conclusions of the
working group.

Jon Goodenough
Operations Manager
13" January 2025



Appendix A

WREATH REPRESENTING PERSON LAYING Notified | Checked
Yes/No | on Day

His Majety’s Deputy Lord

Lieutenant of Dorset

Citizens of North Dorset MP

All Citizens of Blandford Forum

Blandford Forum Town Mayor

The Officers, other Ranks, and
Families of Blandford Garrison

On behalf of Civic Freemen of
Blandford Forum

ON BEHALF OF ALL MILITARY AND MILITARY FREEMEN OF BLANDFORD FORUM

Royal Navy

The Royal Corps of Signals

The Queen’s Gurkha Signals
Regiment

The Rifles

Wessex Yeomanry

CIVIC REPRESENTATIONS

Dorset Council

Blandford St Mary Parish Council

Bryanston Parish Council

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

Blandford and District Branch

Women’s Section Blandford Branch

The Royal British Legion Dorset
County

Royal British Legion Club
Blandford

D-Day 80

EMERGENCY AND MEDICAL
SERVICES

Dorset and Wiltshire Fire and
Rescue Service

Dorset Police

South Western Ambulance Service

Blandford Group Practice

St John Ambulance

YOUTH ORGANISATIONS

Dorset Army Cadet Force

Girl Guiding Blandford

Blandford Scout Group




FAITH IN BLANDFORD

Blandford Churches Together

Our Lady of Lourdes & St Celia
Catholic Church

VETERAN ORGANISATIONS

Royal Signals Association — Dorset
Branch

Royal Fleet Auxiliary

Glider Pilot Regiment

Friends of Collingwood Battalion

SSAFA Blandford, Bovington and
Lulworth

BLANDFORD SCHOOLS

Bryanston School

Downlands Community School

FREEMASONS LODGES OF BLANDFORD FORUM

Honour and Friendship Masonic
Lodge No 1266

Bleckly Clarke Masonic Lodge No
8290

BLANDFORD ROUND TABLE, ROTARY AND LIONS CLUBS

Rotary Club of Blandford and Stour

Blandford and District Lions Club

Blandford and District Round Table

BLANDFORD COMMUNITY ORGANISATIONS

Blandford Evening Women’s
Institute

Nepalese Cooperative Society Dorset

Blandford and Preetz Friendship
Society

Blandford Commemoration Group

RESERVE

May I now invite the Mayor, Freeman Carol Sharp and Ms Jackie Counter, Great Niece of Jack
Counter VC to move to the commemorative stone marking Jack Counter’s award of the Victoria
Cross to lay wreaths.

As the Mayor’s party moves to Jack Counter’s commemorative panel may I invite anyone who has
not had their name or organisation called forward, or any individual, who wishes to lay a wreath to
please come forward now and lay their wreath.




Agenda Item No. 9

To consider a way forward with the Marsh & Ham Toilets / BIC Building

Background

At the Town Council meeting held on December 17", 2024, Councillors received a report about
the poor condition of the toilets within the building owned by the Dorset Council. The lease for
the toilets was originally between the Town Council and NDDC, but this expired over ten years
ago and was never renewed despite BFTC’s efforts to formalise the arrangement.

Since the lease expired the Town Council has been spending money on keeping the toilets
open including a refurbishment of the disabled unit in 2020 costing £5,600.00. There have been
numerous discussions about the toilets being relocated and the current site being developed but
no progress has been made on this as far as officers are aware. Therefore, any money spent on
the toilets is done so on the understanding that they could be taken back and sold at any time
and the money spent would be wasted. The units are now over 15 years old, and they are well
past their expiry date in terms of condition.

The report summarised the current issues and noted that the recent quote for the renovation of
one unit at the Tabernacle toilets, which was opened three years after the Marsh and Ham
toilets, was for £13,900.00+VAT. Councillors agreed to display a notice on the disabled unit,
informing the public of its current condition and an explanation that we are unable to refurbish it
until the Dorset Council has made a decision about the building’s future because we cannot
justify investing in it otherwise. A notice explaining the reason for closure of the Disabled Unit
has therefore been displayed at the site.

Report

Following the meeting and as a result of the recent approach to Dorset Council officers, the
Town Clerk and Operations Manager met with the DC Interim Head of Assets & Property on 215t
January 2025 for an online meeting. It was suggested during the meeting that the Town Council
should apply to DC for either a new lease or to have the toilet building ownership transferred to
the Town Council. It was further suggested that we should contact the developer who applied
for planning to develop the area to try to ascertain what his future plans may be, and this
meeting took place on 61" February 2025 with the Chairman of Council present. During the
meeting it was stated that planning had expired on the grassed area next to The Black Cactus
where it was originally proposed to re locate the toilets and TIC.

This report aims to look at the pros and cons of a transfer of ownership and a lease.

New Lease

A new lease could give the Town Council the assurance it needs so long as there is no clause
which allows DC to sell or develop the building during the life of the lease, the length of the
lease would also have a bearing on spending on the current toilets. It is suggested that it should
be for a minimum period of 15 years. The advantage is that it is usual that the exterior of the
building remains the responsibility of the landlord and therefore we would not have budget for its
upkeep, the Town Council would only maintain the interior.

Transfer of ownership

If the ownership of the building was transferred, then it would give the Town Council the
assurance it needs on the future of the building allowing it to invest in the toilets and the BIC.
Any transfer agreement is likely to have a covenant that states that if the Town Council sells the
building to a developer that any profit from this would need repaying to DC. In addition, the
Town Council would be responsible for both the interior and exterior of the building.




If either of the options are taken it would be sensible to renovate all three of the units at once as
this will be cheaper than doing them separately and all three will need doing. Councillors may
also wish to look at the possibility of only keeping the disabled unit as a toilet and developing
the other two units to provide storage areas which the Town Council desperately needs.

It was discussed that a development on the site of the toilets could be of benefit to the town, and
improve the appearance of that area, and the toilets could become part of that building leaving a
new home for the TIC needed. It was agreed that the correct development of that area would
improve the entrance to the town. It was also stated by the developer that dealing directly with
the Town Council would make the process more straightforward. Having the building transferred
also give the Town Council much more of a say about the future of the site and the current
building.

There appear to be two options:

a) Apply for a Community Asset Transfer from the Dorset Council to gain control of - and
responsibility for — the building (larger budget required). Once transfer is complete, check
timescale with the neighbouring landowner/potential developer, then refurbish the
accessible unit. It would be useful to subsequently convert the two unisex toilets to
storage. We don’t get the coach trips in like we used to so this should be adequate and
will significantly reduce costs to the council during this period of uncertainty. When the
developer approaches for development, Dorset Council will receive any income from the
sale of the property and the Town Council would need to relocate the public toilets and
BIC, if that was the public desire/demand at the time. Work with the developer to try to
ensure the town gets a much-needed facility/infrastructure.

b) Request a lease from the Dorset Council.

c) Do nothing and leave the future of the building and development for the Dorset Council
and the neighbouring landowner to resolve.

Recommendations

It is recommended that Councillors consider the contents of this report and resolve on a way
forward for the Marsh and Ham toilets.

Jon Goodenough
Operations Manager
218t January 2025



Agenda Item No. 10

To consider the proposal for a Letters to Heaven post box
in the Blandford Cemetery

Background

At the R&A committee meeting held on 20" January 2025, the Committee resolved the
following:

It was PROPOSED by ClIr H Mieville, SECONDED by Clir Clarkson and AGREED (5 in favour,
1 against, 1 abstention, 2 non-votes) that

The Committee agrees for staff to carry out further research and costings,
including what is done with the contents of the letter box and this matter is
brought to a future meeting.

Report and Proposal

One way which may bring comfort through grief is the act of writing down feelings or sharing
thoughts on paper, whether that is on the day of an important anniversary or any day of the
year. There will be signage explaining the purpose and asking that only compostable materials
be used for letters. It will explain that letters will not be opened but be shredded and disposed of
in an environmentally sensitive manner. The post box below holds a maximum of 200 letters, so
impact on emptying and shredding to staff members hours should be minimal.

Procedure for handling any letters posted:

* The Letters to Heaven post box will be emptied on a monthly basis by Town Council
employees.

* All letters will remain confidential to the writer and will not be opened by Town Council
employees.

* All letters posted into the box will be securely shredded whilst remaining in their envelopes and
the shredding will be used for animal bedding.

Information for the community:

* All Letters to Heaven must be contained within a sealed envelope

* No additional items (eg sweets / sentimental items) are to be posted

* No stamp is required

» The Letters to Heaven post box has no connection to the Royal Mail, only Letters to Heaven
should be posted

Although some cemeteries and crematoriums across the country have chosen to have
wildflower embossed paper available to use, and then the sheets be shredded and planted in
gardens, this could be a costly and time consuming addition to the proposal with some sheets
costing £23.95 for 50 sheets, that then would need to be mulched and have a dedicated area
for planting mixed with other organic material. However, this could be revisited in the future.

Financial Implications

The post box will cost £269.99, and Town Council staff will be able to install and maintain it.

Cemetery income has exceeded expectations this financial year.



White Royal Mail Post Box with Floor Stand ER Cast
Iron Wall Mounted Wedding Authentic Pillar Lockable
k Post Office Letter Box

Sold & shipped by Monstershop
Available online only and not stocked in B&G stores

FREE WALL
STAND
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Recommendation

i@t

Following a site visit, it is proposed that the post box will be placed within the cemetery grounds,
close to the notice board shown in the photo below:

Recommendation

It is recommended that Councillors approve the proposed scheme and authorise expenditure for
the Post Box.

Kat Clark
Business Support Officer
30" January 2025



Agenda Item No. 11

To approve the amended hire charges for 2025/26

The Bookings Receptionist has spotted some errors in the pricing approved at the R&A
committee meeting held on Monday 20" January 2025 and, although the amendments are
minor, the council is asked to approve them because they are checked by the Internal Auditor.

Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
30" January 2025



Appendix A

Appendix A shows the incorrect calculations highlighted (previously approved at R&A meeting,
20" January 2025

Venue 24/25 25/26 - 3% 25/26 - 5% 25/26-10% Rounded Up
Corn Exchange

Fri/Sat/Sun & BH

AM or PM 1 session £88 £90.64 £92.40 £96.80 £97.00
Evening 1 session £60 £61.80 £63.00 £66.00 £66.00
AM & PM 2 sessions £146 £150.38 £153.30 £160.60 £161.00
PM & Evening 2 sessions £142 £146.26 £149.10 £156.20 £157.00
AM, PM & Evening 3 sessions £203 £209.09 £213.15 £233.45 £234.00

Evenings FRI/SAT Only
Kitchen no separate charge

Mon to Thurs

AM, PM or Evening 1 session £40 £41.20 £42.00 £44.00 £44.00
AM & PM or PM & Evening 2 sessions £73 £75.19 £76.65 £80.30 £81.00
AM, PM & Evening 3 sessions £92 £94.76 £96.60 £101.20 £101.20

Kitchen no separate charge

Funeral Service additional fee £50

Weddings see other spreadsheet

Community Room £16.79 £17.20 £17.54 £18.47  £19.00
Council Chamber £16.50 £17.00 £17.32 £18.15 £19.00
Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion £23.86 £24.57 £25.53 £26.25 £27.00
Town Hall £16.50 £17.00 £17.32 £18.15 £19.00
Cemetery Chapel £73.00

Shambles 1Side £17.00 £17.51 £17.85 £74.70 £75.00

Both Side £23.00 £23.69 £24.15 £25.30 £26.00



Appendix B shows the corrected calculations for 2025/2026 highlighted.

Venue

Corn Exchange

Fri/Sat/Sun &BH

AM or PM 1 session

Evening 1 session

AM or PM 2 session

PM & Evening session
AM,PM & Evening 3 sessions
Evenings FRI/SAT only
Kitchen no separate charge

Mon to Thurs

AM,PM or Evening 1 session
AM & PM or PM & Evening 2
sessions

AM, PM & Evening 3 sessions
Kitchen no separate charge
Funeral Service additional fee
Community Room

Council Chamber
Woodhouse Gardens

Town Hall

Cemetery Chapel

Shambles

1 side
Both sides

Current
price

88.00
60.00
146.00
142.00
203.00

40.00

73.00

92.00

50.00

16.79

16.50

23.86

16.50

73.00

17.00
23.00

3%

90.64
61.80
150.38
146.26
209.09

41.20

75.19
94.76

17.29

17.00

24.58

17.00

17.51
23.69

2025-2026

5%

92.40
63.00
153.30
149.10
213.15

42.00

76.65
96.60

17.63

17.33

25.05

17.33

17.85
24.15

10%

96.80
66.00
160.60
156.20
223.30

44.00

80.30
101.20

18.47

18.15

26.25

18.15

18.70
25.30

Rounded
upP

97.00
66.00
161.00
157.00
224.00

44.00

81.00
102.00

19.00

19.00

27.00

19.00

19.00
26.00

Appendix B



Appendix C

Appendix C shows the highlighted amount, previously approved at R&A meeting 20" January
2025. Which should read £57.00 (rounded up).

PRICES EFFECTIVE 15t APRIL 2025.

COMMERCIAL RATES CORN EXCHANGE

ALL PRICES DO NOT INCLUDE VAT.

THUR/SAT/SUN
& BANK HOLIDAYS ALL OTHER

Day Session (8.00am to £193.00 £165.00
5.30pm)*

Evening Session (6pm to 10pm) £ 83.00 £ 66.00
*Qvernight storage charge £ 44.00 £ 44.00

(if linking two hire days.)
All Day £ 264.00 £220.00

COMMERCIAL RATES WOODHOUSE GARDENS

Day Session (8.00am to 5.30pm)*
Evening Session (6pm to 10pm)
*Overnight storage charge

(if linking two hire days.)
All Day

Day Session (8.00am to 5.30pm)*
Evening Session (6pm to 10pm)
*Overnight storage charge

(if linking two hire days.)
All Day

THUR/SAT/SUN
& BANK HOLIDAYS ALL OTHER
£ 68.00 £ 56.38
£ 46.00 £ 34.00
£ 34.00 £ 34.00
£108.00 £ 85.00

COMMERCIAL RATES TOWN HALL

THUR/SAT/SUN
& BANK HOLIDAYS ALL OTHER
£ 55.00 £ 44.00
£ 28.00 £ 22.00
£ 33.00 £ 33.00
£77.00 £ 61.00



Agenda Item No. 12.1

Blandford+ Neighbourhood Plan

A small group of members from the working group met with officers from Dorset Council to
discuss the possibility of merging our Non-Designated Heritage Assets List with Dorset
Council’s list.

They explained that in 2020/2021 with the help of a government grant DC, alongside BCP
hired Land Use Consultants (LUC) to guide them and help put their NDHA list together.
Currently when assessments are being undertaken there is certain criteria that must be
met for something to be classed as a Non-Heritage Asset. They explained that they have
experienced delays in expanding their list due to their department being understaffed
which means they do not have the capacity to do assessments for all areas. There is not
enough money for LUC to assess every application so currently they now allow each
council/area to nominate their top 10. All parties are aware that this is wholly insufficient
due to the huge number of unidentified assets remaining. The local list currently
represents what people have put forward and Dorset Council is aware that there should be
a much longer list. Their next step is to take their list to Dorset councillors to approve, and
to seek delegated authority for the Head of Planning to be able to add to the list regularly.

The group members described how B+NP’s NDHA's list came together and presented the
reasons why the group feel that the B+ list should be accepted as a valid list by Dorset
Council.

The DC officers agreed that our list sounds like it is in accordance with their classification
process and felt the information we have collated is clearly justified. They said they would
like to be able to work with all local Neighbourhood Plan groups and have a set policy for
how NDHA'’s should be accredited. They agreed to go through the Bryanston list and
advised that if he feels it cross checks with what DC are trying to achieve he will then see
how they can approve our list. Their aim is to work with other Neighbourhood plan groups
that have done the same amount of due process, with a long-term aim of producing one
definitive list. They pointed out that some of the smaller NP groups may not be up to speed
with theirs and so it will take time to collate all of them but they feel moving forward this
could be possible.

The group suggested that DC creates a new template and sends it to various Parish
councils and NP groups on which members can input their asset nominations and send to
DC to assess for their verification and in turn be added to their emerging list. The officers
were open to this idea and will discuss further with their team.

Becci Brady
Committee Clerk
6™ February 2025



Agenda Item No. 12.3
VE Day 80" anniversary — 8" May 2025

Update on Actions / Information

e AVE Day flag has been ordered for one of the poles at Legion House, for the flag raising ceremony.
It is 5ft x 3ft and cost £37.33.

e Encourage the eating of Fish and Chips throughout the day, as part of these VE Day 80
celebrations on 8™ May 2025. w

® The Commemoration Group has booked the pavilion for another excellent and informative
exhibition from Thursday to Saturday (TBC). WHG Pavilion booked from 1:30pm on
Wednesday 7" May until Sunday 11" May 2025. VE DAY.

80™ ANNIVERSARY
A SHARED MOMENT OF CELEBRATION

e Budget of £700 is approved, using funds from the Civic Budget 4802.

e Town Clerk attended an SLCC session with the Pageant Master, Bruno Peek on 23™ October 2024.

e Crown Hotel has been contacted and they advised that, at this time, they can’t confirm that they will
be doing anything for VE Day 80, because they have a wedding booked on the Saturday so the
Sealy Suite will be in full use that day and the team will be needed. There is a possibility they could
plan something on the Sunday, but they can’t confirm at this stage as they have a lot of other events
beforehand.

¢ D-Day 80 window competition is repeated for this event.
e Tower Captain has been asked to carry out the bell ringing that day.

o Met with Commemoration Group and RBL Branch to discuss the format. It was agreed to focus on
the two civic events and the exhibition, and the Legion is discussing a party event for the Saturday
10" May 2025. The church is also considering hosting an event and will discuss with the Legion.

e Booked sound system for the evening service. Hope to borrow PA for the morning service.
e Booked BSVB for the evening service.

¢ WI has offered to assist with refreshments, as per D-Day 80 evening event.

e Orders of service drafted for both events and checked with Mayor and interested parties.

e Town Crier informed of the national cry and Proclamation Service.

e Events registered on the national map.

e The schools have been invited to attend the morning service (and appoint a pupil to carry the flag up
from the Market Place from confirmed attendance).

e Through an advert placed in the Times by the RBL looking for 100 yr old veterans, Terry Clarkson
received an email about a lady called Margaret Quinn who lives just outside Salisbury. Margaret
served in the ATS (Auxiliary Territorial Service) during the war. We have subsequently been in
contact with Margaret, and she has confirmed that she is very happy to attend both our morning and
evening VE Day events. Margaret will attend one event with her son and one with her friend who
originally contacted the RBL. Margaret confirmed on the phone that she is drafting a letter to us to
tell us all about her memories of the war and how she was involved.

e Both events have been registered with the Pageant Master, Bruno Peek.

The agreed schedule for Thursday 8" May 2025 is as follows:

10am — civic ceremonial opening service to include:

e Standards and piper in Market Place from 9:40am.

e Process up Church Lane for the raising of the VE Day flag at the Royal British Legion. Flag to be
carried by a young person and blessed prior to the raising, which will be done to the trumpeter
playing a fanfare.

e Reading of the VE Day Proclamation by the Town Crier.

e Piper invited to play by the Legion Branch.




o Refreshments in Overlord Room after the event. Paid £50 for use of the room to the Legion Club.

7:30pm — Woodhouse Gardens

(earlier start time than planned to allow more time to visit the exhibition)

e Exhibition opens in the pavilion.

e Light refreshments available (free of charge).

e Civic service starts at 8:45pm, to include the lighting of the beacon at 9:30pm by a young person,
and to have the piper play.

Actions
- Legion to invite Cadets to both events.
- Promote events.

Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
11t February 2025
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