BLANDFORD FORUM
TOWN COUNCIL

To:  All Town Councillors Dorset Council Councillors
Members of the Public & Press

Dear Member,

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Town Council which will be held in the
Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion, The Tabernacle, Blandford Forum DT11 7GQ on Monday 27t
January 2025 at 7:00pm to consider the following items. This meeting will also be available to
viexv online using Microsoft Teams using this link.
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Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
20" January 2025

AGENDA

Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour, which may
be extended at the discretion of the Council, during which time members of the public may speak. During
the course of the meeting, members of the public and our elected representatives from the Dorset
Council may indicate they wish to speak, and, at the discretion of the Chairman, and with the approval of
the Members, they may be allowed to do so on points of information only. The Council may on occasion
invite members of the public to comment on specific issues where points of information or their particular
knowledge on a subject might prove of benefit to the Council.

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the
exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status,
religion, belief or disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. Disabled access is
available.

All in attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may occur during the
meeting.

1. Public Session

1.1 ClIr Nick Ireland, Leader of Dorset Council

2. Report from Dorset Council Councillors
3. Apologies
4. To receive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations

5. Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 16t December 2024

6. Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence

7. Civic Report (to follow)

9. Recommendations and Receipt of Minutes

9.1  Recreation & Amenities meeting held on Monday 20™ January 2025
9.1.1 Recommendations (none)
9.1.2 To RECEIVE the Minutes (to follow)



https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTRkMTI3MDctNjZhZi00MDczLWIzMjEtOTRlMTc5MzQyODFk%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220c3baf8d-62e3-449c-a9c3-94a2df169799%22%7d
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/mgExecPostDetails.aspx?ID=704
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/161224.pdf

10. To consider expenditure authority for refurbishment of the Georgian coat of arms in the
Town Hall

11. To receive the recommendations from the DAPTC subscription working group

12. To receive notification of removal from the Dorset Council Asset of Community Value List
and consider action required

13. To approve the Council Diary 2025/26 and agree a date for Mayor Making in May 2026

14. To consider feedback on the new SLA from the Blandford Stour Valley Band

15.  To consider responding to the MHCLG Consultation on Standards and Conduct

16. To receive an update on the Town Council Plan

17.  To receive an update and consider any requests regarding:

17.1 Blandford + Neighbourhood Plan Monitoring Group

17.2 BFTC Commemoration Group

17.3 VE Day 80 Events — Update

17.4 Climate, Biodiversity & Nature — meeting held on 14" January 2025 (notes uploaded
to the website)

17.5 Dorset Council Grant to support the Market Area Enhancement Project — to
approve the recommendations from the working group meeting held on 20t
January 2025 (notes uploaded to the website)

18. Reports from Community and Local Organisations (Councillors are requested to advise
the Chairman of Council or the Town Clerk if they wish to make a report under this
heading)

19. Confidential

The public and press may be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that publicity
might be prejudicial to the public interest as per the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960.

19.1 To consider nominations for Freeman of Blandford Forum (Stage 1) (distributed to
Councillors only)

DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

10" February Planning Meeting
17" February Town Council Meeting
24" February Town Council Meeting (Corn Exchange)

Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings are available from Blandford Library, the
Town Clerk’s Office and at www.blandfordforum-tc.qov.uk

Twinned with Preetz, Germany Twinned with Mortain, France

LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME

NQUALITY GOLD

Town Clerk’s Office
Church Lane, Blandford Forum
Dorset DT11 7AD

Tel: 01258 454500
Email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk
www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk



https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/town-council/procedures
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/the-town/climatechangebiodiversity
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/the-town/climatechangebiodiversity
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/public-consultation-part-pedestrianisation-of-the-market-area
http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/

Agenda Item No. 6
Town Clerk’s Report

Co-option to the Town Council — The Town Council welcomed three new Councillors
following the local elections held on Thursday 2™ May 2024. However, with seven Councillors
retiring at that time, four vacancies remain on the Town Council and Councillors agreed to
advertise to fill the roles through co-option in January 2025. There is a vacancy in each of the
following wards; Old Town, Langton St Leonards, Badbury Heights and Central. If they would
like to spare a few hours a week supporting and representing their community, members of the
public are being asked to come along to this meeting or the February full council meeting to find
out more about the role of a Town Councillor. The deadline to apply is Friday 215t March 2025 at
Noon. Applicants will then be invited to a co-option meeting scheduled for 6pm on Monday 315t
March 2025. Potential applicants are also being advised to approach Councillors and staff for
more information on the role of a Town Councillor and the co-option process. In addition, a
webpage has been set up with details on how to apply and what is involved and the videos the
DAPTC produced for the local elections in May 2024 have been shared on social media.

Armed Forces Expo — A date of Saturday 5" July 2025, one week after the national Armed
Forces Day, has been proposed for this year's Armed Forces Expo. Once again, it would be
held at the Legion whilst the Corn Exchange is closed.

Dorset Criers’ Competition — Due to winning the last competition, Town Crier Liz Rawlings is
due to host the Dorset Criers’ Competition for 2025 in Blandford Forum. To add to this event, it
is proposed that the Mayor’s Civic Day is held on the same day — Saturday 13" September
2025 — and it will consist of refreshments at Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion, the cry in the
Gardens, followed by a civic procession of Dorset Mayors and Criers through the town to lunch.

Marsh & Ham Toilets — At the December Town Council meeting, Councillors received a report
about the poor condition of the toilets within the building owned by the Dorset Council. The
lease for the toilets was originally between the Town Council and NDDC, but this expired over
ten years and was never renewed despite BFTC’s efforts to formalise the arrangement. Since
that time the Town Council has been spending money on keeping the toilets open including a
refurbishment of the disabled unit in 2020 costing £5,600.00. There have been numerous
discussions about the toilets being relocated and the current site being developed but no
progress has been made on this as far as we are aware. Therefore, any money spent on the
toilets is done so on the understanding that they could be taken back and sold at any time and
the money spent would be wasted. The units are now over 15 years old, and they are well past
their expiry date in terms of condition. The report summarised the current issues and noted that
the recent quote for the renovation of one unit at the Tabernacle toilets, which was opened three
years after the Marsh and Ham toilets, was for £13,900.00+VAT. Councillors agreed to display a
notice on the disabled unit, informing the public of its current condition and an explanation that
we are unable to refurbish it until the Dorset Council has made a decision about the building’s
future because we cannot justify investing in it otherwise. Following the meeting, as a result of
the recent approach to Dorset Council officers, the Town Clerk is meeting with the DC Interim
Head of Assets & Property on 21st January 2025 and Councillors will be updated in due course.
As per the last council meeting resolution on this matter, a notice explaining the reason for
closure of the Disabled Unit has been displayed at the site.

Bicycle Repair Unit — The Dorset Council Highways team agreed to relocate the unit away
from the bicycle racks and advised this would be done w/c 6™ January 2025. The new concrete
pad has been installed but as yet the repair station has not been moved, though we were
informed it would be moved on the week commencing the 6™ of January.



https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/town-council/elections

Agenda Item No. 10

To consider expenditure authority for refurbishment of the Georgian Coat of
Arms in the Town Hall

Report

The Coat of Arms which is on display in the Town Hall, and was gifted to the Town Council in
1893, is in desperate need of restoration work and as it needs to be protected during this stage
in the Corn Exchange works, then this is the perfect time both logistically and financially to carry
out the works. The builders are making efforts to protect the coat of arms, but it would be best to
remove it for repair to ensure it won’t be damaged during works to the Town Hall.

Financial Implications

The Town Council has received a quote for this specialist work, sought by Ingham Pinnock
Associates, who also secured a grant of £1,000 from The Georgian Group for this work. In
addition, a search has been carried out on the Dorset Council Fund Finder page and a private
donor has been approached to support this specific restoration project because, as Councillors
are aware, other funding streams have not been forthcoming due to the large amount of funding
the Town Council has already secured for the overall project.

The following quote is provisional as the contractor quoting cannot quite ascertain the method of
fixing to the wall without being on site and removing the moulding to see what is behind. The
quote can be fixed following a close-up assessment of the painting. Concern was raised over
the timing of this work because we do not want it back before the works are complete, but the
contractor has advised that there is no charge for the storage and the lead time to carry out the
removal would be up to two weeks from the confirmation of the commission.

The quote is as follows:
« Dismantling of the moulding to carefully remove the painting and transport to our

Northamptonshire studio £2180
« Removal of the discoloured varnish £2,000
« Consolidation of flaking paint £1,300
o Repair to bottom edge of the canvas £600
o Repair of historic patch £1,300
« Filling losses in paint layer £900
e Retouching losses in paint losses £1,600
e Re-varnishing of the painting £500
o Delivery of the painting and re-fixing of the

mouldings (making good) £2180

A total sum off £12,560.00 + VAT

Recommendation

It is recommended that the Town Council approves expenditure of up to £15,000 to carry out the
essential restoration works to the Coat of Arms, using the Corn Exchange project budget line
and the grant from The Georgian Group, and to cover any increase in the quote when the
painting is assessed on site (Expenditure Authority: Localism Act 2011 s1-8).

Linda Scott-Giles Jon Goodenough
Town Clerk Operations Manager
ot January 2025

Since writing this report, the conservator has said they may not have sufficient space
and may need to work on site, hence further liaison with them — and the contractor — is
required but the recommendation still stands.



Agenda Item No. 11

To receive the recommendations from
the DAPTC subscription working group

Background

The DAPTC increased the subscription fee for the 2025/256 financial year and Councillors
resolved to form a working group to consider the current situation and associated costs. The
membership fee has gone up by £454.17 to £1,968.07 for the 2025/26 financial year, which was
included in the budget that was agreed. This equates to a total of £164 a month.

Report

A working group meeting was held on Monday 13™ January 2025 and Councillors Lacey-Clarke,
H Mieville, Putt, Clarkson, Stevens, S Hitchings, Chapman and Cross were in attendance.

A short discussion was held, based on the report distributed by the Town Clerk which
summarised the benefits of county association membership.

Recommendation

All Councillors in attendance recommend the Town Council continues with its membership of
the DAPTC.

Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
14t January 2025



Agenda Item No. 12

To receive notification of removal from the Dorset Council Asset of
Community Value List and consider action required

The Dorset Council has written to inform the Town Council that the following properties have
reached the end of their five year listing on Dorset Council’s Asset of Community Value List.
They will be removed from the list on 8" January 2025, as the five year listing period will expire
under the provisions of section 87(3) of the Localism Act 2011.

e Legion House, Church Lane, Blandford Forum, Dorset DT11 7AD

¢ Khnees Up Hall, The Studio, Common Lane, Rear of 43 East Street, Blandford
Forum, Dorset DT11 7DX

This does not preclude re-nomination of the asset. Information and a nomination form are
available on the Dorset Council website here.

Recommendation

It is recommended that Councillors view the link and consider re-nominating the two properties
for inclusion on the Community Value List.

Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
ot January 2025


https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/your-community/support-for-voluntary-and-community-organisations/localism/assets-of-community-value.aspx

Agenda Iltem No. 13

To approve the Council Diary 2025/26 To approve the Council Diary 2025/26
and agree a date for Mayor Making in May 2026

All meetings on this page are held in the Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion,
unless otherwise stated.

Monday 5 Bank Holiday

Thursday 8 VE Day 80" Anniversary

Monday 12 Annual Meeting of the Town Council at 7pm
Followed by a Town Council Meeting

Monday 19 Planning Meeting at 7pm

Followed by a Corn Exchange Meeting
Thursday 22 Mayor Making Ceremony

Monday 26 Bank Holiday
Monday 2 -
Monday 9 Finance & Staffing Committee Meeting at 7pm
Monday 16 Recreation & Amenities Committee Meeting at 7pm
Monday 23 Town Council Photograph at 6:30pm

Town Council Meeting at 7pm

Followed by Barnes for a Recreation Trust AGM
Monday 30 Planning Meeting at 7pm
Monday 7 -
Monday 14 Town & General Purposes Committee Meeting at 7pm
Monday 21 Corn Exchange Meeting at 7pm
Monday 28 Town Council Meeting at 7pm (inciuding Planning applications)

Monday 1 -
Wednesday 3 Merchant Navy Day
Monday 8 Planning Meeting at 7pm
Friday 12 Dorset Architectural Heritage Week (DAHW) (Cemetery Chapel)
Monday 15 Recreation & Amenities Committee Meeting at 7pm
Monday 22 Finance & Staffing Committee Meeting at 7pm
Monday 29 Town Council Meeting at 7pm
Followed by a Town & General Purposes Committee Meeting

Monday 6 -

Monday 13 Planning Meeting at 7pm
Monday 20 Corn Exchange Meeting at 7pm
Monday 27 Town Council Meeting at 7pm

Followed by a Barnes for a Recreation Trust Meeting




All meetings on this page are held in the
Corn Exchange, unless otherwise stated.

Sunday 2 Remembrance Royal British Legion Cemetery Service
Friday 7 Remembrance School Event at 10:30am

Sunday 9 Remembrance Sunday Parade 2:30pm

Monday 10 Recreation & Amenities Committee Meeting

Tuesday 11 Armistice Day 11am

Monday 17 Followed by a Town & General Purposes Committee Meeting
Monday 24 Town Council Meeting at 7pm

Wednesday 3 Civic Christmas Carol Service at 6pm (robes)
Monday 8 Finance & Staffing Committee Meeting at 7pm
Monday 15 Town Council Meeting at 7pm

Followed by a Barnes for a Recreation Trust Meeting
Monday 22 & 29 -

Monday 5 -
Monday 19 Recreation & Amenities Committee Meeting at 7pm
Monday 26 Town Council Meeting at 7pm

Monday 9 Corn Exchange Meeting at 7pm

Monday 23 Town Council Meeting at 7pm

Monday 9 Raise the Commonwealth Flag at 10am in Market Place (robes)
Monday 9 Town & General Purposes Committee Meeting at 7pm
Saturday 14 Spring Community Expo
Monday 16 -
Monday 23 Finance & Staffing Committee Meeting at 7pm
Monday 30 Town Council Meeting at 7pm
Friday 3 Good Friday
Monday 6 Easter Monday
Monday 20 Annual Town Assembly at 6pm
Monday 27 Town Council Meeting at 7pm
Followed bi a Barnes for a Recreation Trust Meetini
Monday 4 Bank Holiday
Monday 11 Annual Meeting of the Town Council at 7pm
Followed by a Town Council Meeting
TBC Mayor Making Ceremony
Monday 25 Bank Holiday

If you would like to receive the meeting agendas and minutes by email,
please get in touch by telephone: 01258 454500 or email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk



mailto:admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk

Agenda Item No. 14

To consider feedback on the new SLA from the Blandford Stour Valley Band

At the Council meeting held in December, Councillors made the following resolutions:

Minute No. 43.7 — Service Provision Agreement with Blandford Stour Valley Band —

£1.,500 in exchange for ten performances

It was PROPOSED by Clir L Hitchings, SECONDED by CliIr Lacey-Clarke and AGREED
unanimously that

The Service Provision Agreement is continued at £1,500 a year for a three-
year period from 15t April 2025 to 315t March 2028, with a 3% increase in 15t
April 2026 and 15t April 2027.

It was PROPOSED by ClIr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Clir H Miéville and AGREED
unanimously that

The BSVB is asked for its permission for the Town Council to amend the
agreement to include a clause that any performances that are not used
during the year are rolled over to the next year.

The band committee has reviewed the proposed changes to the agreement and make the
following comments for the Town Council’s consideration:

1.

2.

3.

7.

We thank the council for their continued support of the band through the continuation
of the SLA.

We thank the council for the proposed increase in funds of 3% per year in 2026 and
2027.

We would request that the number of performances per year is reduced to 8 (from 10);
this will bring the cost per performance closer to our current fees. It is our
understanding that the original SLA was based on a fee of £150 per performance; our
costs have risen noticeably since then and so our fees have now risen to £200 per
performance. Reducing the number of performances to 8 would bring the SLA funding
into line with this.

We accept that in some years not all of our performances are used (in particular whilst
the Corn Exchange is out of action) and fully understand the desire to ‘roll over’
performances into the following year. We would be prepared to accept this, but would
request a limit on the number of performances carried over, to ensure an excess is not
built up over a number of years. We would suggest that a maximum of 4 performances
can be rolled over, or that a maximum of 12 performances can be undertaken within a
given year. We would also ask that performances cannot roll over beyond the end of
our agreement if it is not renewed.

Could the council please confirm when the ‘year’ will run, ie will in be a calendar year
or a mayoral year?

Could we ask that we are given as much notice as possible for the upcoming year’s
events so that we can book them into our programme to ensure we (a) can provide a
full band and (b) do not book in conflicting engagements.

We are happy to sign up to Plastic Free Communities Status by 1t April 2026.

Councillors are asked to consider the response and agree on the contents of the SLA.

Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
20" January 2025



Agenda Item No. 15

MHCLG Consultation on Standards and Conduct

ACTION
BRIEFING

FOR MEMBER ATTN:
COUNCILS CLERKS & CHAIRS

Date: 19 December 2024
Subject: MHCLG Consultation on Standards in Public Life and Conduct
Ref: 2024/12/19 AB002

Distribution: Clerks/RFOs & Chairs of Council in Dorset & BCP Areas

Dear Member Councils

I want to bring to your attention the consultation which has just been published by MHCLG on 18 December
2024. The consultation closes at 71.59pm on 26 February 2025

This consultation seeks views on introducing measures to strengthen the standards and conduct regime in
England and ensure consistency of approach amongst councils investigating serious breaches of their member
codes of conduct, including the introduction of the power of suspension.

Specific proposals being consulted upon for legislative change include:
e theintroduction of a mandatory minimum code of conduct for local authorities in England

* arequirement that all principal authorities convene formal standards committees to make decisions on
code of conduct breaches, and publish the outcomes of all formal investigations

e the introduction of the power for all local authorities (including combined authorities) to suspend
councillors or mayors found in serious breach of their code of conduct and, as appropriate, interim
suspension for the most serious and complex cases that may involve police investigations

* anew category of disqualification for gross misconduct and those subject to a sanction of suspension
more than once in a 5-year period

+ arole for anational body to deal with appeals

In addition, the consultation seeks views on how to empower victims affected by councillor misconduct to come
forward and what additional support would be appropriate to consider.

Local government is a devolved matter. This consultation applies to England only, other than where it applies to
Police and Crime Panels which where it applies to England and Wales, as policing is reserved.



Call to action:

Responses are sought from parish and town councils and individuals within parish and town councils - don't fail
to respond if you have views that will help inform the outcome.

Access to more information: MHCLG Webpage for More Information

A reminder of why responding is of significant importance:

Erosion of Public Trust: Poor adherence undermines public confidence in the council's ability to act with
integrity and in the community's best interests.

Reduced Accountability: Lack of adherence to principles like transparency and openness can lead to
unchecked decision-making and corruption.

Inefficiency and Conflict: Misconduct may cause internal disputes, delays in decision-making, and
inefficient use of resources.

Legal and Financial Repercussions: Breaches of conduct could result in legal challenges, fines, or
investigations, draining council funds and resources.

Reputational Damage: Negative publicity can harm the council’s reputation, making it harder to engage
with the community and stakeholders.

Loss of Community Engagement: A lack of trust and transparency may lead to reduced participation
and support from the public.

Low Morale Among Members: Poor conduct can create a toxic environment, reducing morale and
discouraging active participation by council members and staff.

Hindered Decision-Making: Ethical lapses and conflicts may prevent the council from effectively
addressing local issues.

Increased Oversight and Regulation: Persistent issues may result in stricter external scrutiny or
intervention by higher authorities.

Undermining of Democratic Processes: Breaches in integrity compromise fair and democratic
representation for the community.

Let’s not forget the personal and invariably career changing impact conduct has on employees and how it is a
barrier to recruiting and retaining new councillors.

Can | urge you to respond personally and where possible as parish and town councils by 26 February 2025. We
will be liaising with the Monitoring Officers at both Dorset and BCP Council to ensure there is a good level of
response to this consultation.

Whilst looking at this — it might be good to sign up to the Civility & Respect Pledge as a sign you are committed to
the need to challenge unwarranted behaviour. Civility & Respect Pledge

Regards

Neil Wedge

Chief Executive DAPTC

Copies: Jonathan Mair, Monitoring Officer for Dorset Council and Janie Berry, Monitoring Officer for BCP Council



Agenda Item No. 17.1

B+ Neighbourhood Plan Update

In December, the Committee Clerk provided Councillors with the link for the DC Cabinet
meeting held on 17t December 2024, which was item 10 on the agenda:

https://lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=Pu38AZjymKs

A summary of the outcome is as follows:-

Decision:
That the minor (non-material) modifications, set out in Appendix A to the report, are made to the
Blandford + Neighbourhood Plan.

Reasons for the decision:
To correct errors that have been identified in the ‘made’ (adopted) Blandford + Neighbourhood
Plan.

The next working group meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 20" January 2025 and on Tuesday
4t February there is a meeting arranged with the Senior Conservation Officer from Dorset
Council to discuss the inclusion of the B+NP Non-Designated Heritage Asset List with Dorset
Council’'s Heritage List.

The Blandford Plus Annual Hosting renewal invoice was received on 20t December 2024 for
£149.00 +vat which will be split between the three councils.

Becci Brady
Committee Clerk
20t December 2024


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pu38AZjymKs
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/s43713/Blandford%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20Minor%20Non-Material%20Modifications%20Review.pdf
https://moderngov.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/documents/s43713/Blandford%20Neighbourhood%20Plan%20Minor%20Non-Material%20Modifications%20Review.pdf

Agenda Item No. 17.3

VE Day 80" anniversary — 8" May 2025

Update on Actions / Information

e A VE Day flag has been ordered for one of the poles at Legion House, for the flag raising
ceremony. It is 5ft x 3ft and cost £37.33.

e Encourage the eating of Fish and Chips throughout the day, as part of these VE
Day 80 celebrations on 8" May 2025. !:,.,

A

e The Commemoration Group has booked the pavilion for another excellent and
informative exhibition from Thursday to Saturday (TBC). WHG Pavilion booked
from 1:30pm on Wednesday 7" May until Sunday 11" May 2025. VE DAY.

80™ ANNIVERSARY
A SHARED MOMENT O aanor

e Budget of £700 is approved, using funds from the Civic Budget 4802. s wav 202

e Town Clerk attended an SLCC session with the Pageant Master, Bruno Peek on 23
October 2024.

e Crown Hotel has been contacted and they advised that, at this time, they can’t confirm that
they will be doing anything for VE Day 80, because they have a wedding booked on the
Saturday so the Sealy Suite will be in full use that day and the team will be needed. There is
a possibility they could plan something on the Sunday, but they can’t confirm at this stage
as they have a lot of other events beforehand.

e D-Day 80 window competition is repeated for this event.
e Tower Captain has been asked to carry out the bell ringing that day.

e Met with Commemoration Group and RBL Branch to discuss the format. It was agreed to
focus on the two civic events and the exhibition, and the Legion is discussing a party event
for the Saturday 10t May 2025.

e Booked sound system for the evening service. Hope to borrow PA for the morning service.
e Booked BSVB for the evening service.

e WI has offered to assist with refreshments, as per D-Day 80 evening event.

e Orders of service drafted for both events and checked with Mayor and interested parties.

e Town Crier informed of the national cry and Proclamation Service.

The agreed schedule for Thursday 8" May 2025 is as follows:

10am — civic ceremonial opening service to include:

e Standards and piper in Market Place from 9:40am.

e Process up Church Lane for the raising of the VE Day flag at the Royal British Legion. Flag
to be carried by a young person and blessed prior to the raising, which will be done to the
trumpeter playing a fanfare.

¢ Reading of the VE Day Proclamation by the Town Crier.

e Piper invited to play.

¢ Refreshments in Overlord Room after the event.

7:30pm — Woodhouse Gardens

(earlier start time than planned to allow more time to visit the exhibition)

e Exhibition opens in the pavilion.

e Light refreshments available (free of charge).

e Civic service starts at 8:45pm, to include the lighting of the beacon at 9:30pm by a young
person, and to have the piper play.




Actions
- Register events on the national map.
- Legion to invite Cadets to both events.
- Office to invite the schools to attend the morning service (and appoint a pupil to carry the
flag up from the Market Place from confirmed attendance).
- Promote events.

Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
16t January 2025
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