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BLANDFORD FORUM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 25th November 2024 at 7:00pm in Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion 
 

PRESENT 
 

Cllr N Lacey-Clarke – Chairman of Council  Cllr H Miéville – Vice Chairman of Council 
Cllr S Hitchings    Cllr Y Miéville   
Cllr C Stevens    Cllr L Hitchings – arrived at 7:05pm 
Cllr A Cross    Cllr R Holmes 
Cllr S Chapman    Cllr T Clarkson  
Cllr B Quayle    Cllr M Putt  

   
IN ATTENDANCE 

 

 Town Clerk    Operations Manager 
 Committee Clerk     Gail Del Pinto, Resident  
 John Baines, Resident 
   
108. PUBLIC SESSION 
 

108.1 Park Road / T&GP Meeting – John Baines is a resident of Park Road and is seeing an increase in 
traffic and speed as the vehicles come round the corner. Mr Baines gave examples of incidents 
on the road, with cars even driving the wrong way along the one-way system. Both he and his 
neighbours are very concerned that there will be a fatal accident at some point and asks the 
T&GP Committee to consider introducing traffic calming measures.  

 

7:05pm – Cllr L Hitchings arrived.  
 

The Chairman explained that the Town Council is not the Highways authority, but they will not 
consider any requests that the Town Council hasn’t considered first. He encouraged Mr Baines, 
and his neighbours, to report any issues at all to either the Dorset Council or the Dorset Police to 
ensure that they are logged. Mr Baines thanked Councillors for listening to his concerns and left 
the meeting. 

 

108.2 Youth Centre – Cllr Cross asked about the Youth Centre and the Chairman advised that it has 
officially closed.  

 
109. REPORT FROM DORSET COUNCIL COUNCILLORS 
 

 Cllr Quayle updated Councillors on general points disseminated by the Dorset Council.  
 

109.1 Pension Credit – Cllr Quayle asked Councillors to let them know if they are aware of any 
residents who are – or may be – entitled to pension credits. They can go to the library to check 
this.  

 

109.2 Let’s Talk SEND Events – Cllr Quayle informed Councillors of events for Special Educational 
Needs/Abilities and asked Councillors to share the Dorset Council link with the next meeting 
scheduled for 2nd December 2024.  

 

109.3 Hub – The Dorset Council has set up the infrastructure for family hubs across Dorset and they 
would appreciate feedback and thoughts from Councillors and residents. The link to the 
consultation is here. the offer for the North Dorset area is for the hub to be based out of Blandford 
Forum.  

 

109.4 Police Matters – Cllr Quayle suggested Councillors recommend residents approach the Blandford 
PCs for local matters instead of the community outreach officers at special events.  

 

109.5 Mayoral Role – Cllr Cross asked about the proposals for a mayoral position from a larger merged 
area across neighbouring counties and Cllr Quayle summarised the situation at present.  

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/lets-talk-send#:~:text=Our%20'Let's%20Talk%20SEND'%20online,answers%20(q%20and%20a).
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109. REPORT FROM DORSET COUNCIL COUNCILLORS (cont.) 
 

109.6 Community Highways Officer – This position is still vacant. Cllr Holmes raised areas of concern 
and Cllr Quayle explained that white lining needs to be 75% worn for it to be repainted. He added 
that the other area officers are overwhelmed with their area workload but encouraged Councillors 
to continue to report matters.   

  
110. APOLOGIES 
 

 None  
 
111.  TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

 None 
 
112. MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS:  
 

112.1 Town Council Meeting held on 28th October 2024  
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Cross, SECONDED by Cllr Chapman and AGREED unanimously that 
the Minutes be APPROVED and SIGNED. 

 
113.  TOWN CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE  
  

The paper was noted (see Appendix A). 
 

113.1 Legion Rooms – Although the move to Legion House has generally been very successful, staff 
have been finding that space has been an issue and some of the reasons are provided below.  

  

• Cemetery Matters – The BSO talks to grieving people in the lobby of the Legion or the 
reception office, which is insensitive and awkward with staff coming in and out and the phone 
ringing.  

• Meetings – The Town Clerk is finding it hard to find meeting rooms because Woodhouse 
Gardens is often booked and the Legion charges £50 for a session in the meeting room. 
Hence, some meetings have been taken off site to coffee shops when a one-to-one 
environment is required. 

• Staffing Issues – It has been very difficult trying to organise people to be away from the office 
so that conversations can be had with others. Everything the Town Clerk says to staff is heard 
by all of them.   

• Insurance – There was a situation where the RFO was meeting with the insurance 
representative upstairs and councillors and staff were also there talking in the same room, with 
other staff trying to work.  

                                                                                                                     

The Town Clerk asked the Chairman of Council if he would support an offer to the Legion for use 
of the meeting room downstairs in the mornings/afternoons for an extra £200 a month so we 
would give them £1,000 a month instead of £800. Considering staff should be there until end of 
September 2025, that would be an additional £2,200 with it starting in November. Due to the 
issues just having the two rooms is causing, the Chairman approved this request and the Legion 
is happy to continue on this basis. The only morning that it wouldn’t be accessible is when 
Citizen’s Advice are using the room and the Town Clerk must therefore manage the situation 
around this.  

 

113.2 Public Conveniences – Four letters have been sent to surrounding parish councils, seeking 
financial support with the toilets.  

 

113.3 Maces – The Maces will not be used at the Civic Carol Service or the Yuletide Festival as they 
usually are, due to having to store them in an insecure location and therefore the insurance 
implications.  
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113.  TOWN CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE (cont.) 
 

113.4 Youth Centre – The Town Clerk is meeting with the Leisure Centre Manager tomorrow to discuss 
the relocation of the Community Fridge.  

 

113.5 Remembrance – The Town Clerk has organised a Remembrance wash up meeting for 10:30am 
on Tuesday 17th December at the Legion. It will be a hybrid meeting and anyone is welcome to 
attend or provide feedback on the event.  

 
114. CIVIC REPORT 
 

The paper was distributed to Councillors via email prior to the meeting (see Appendix B). 
 
115. RECOMMENDATIONS AND RECEIPT OF MINUTES  
 

115.1 Recreation & Amenities Committee Meeting held on Monday 18th November 2024  
 

 115.2 Recommendations 
   

None 
 

 115.3 The MINUTES were RECEIVED.  
 
116. TO APPROVE EXPENDITURE FOR REPAIRS TO THE BOWLING PAVILLION ROOF  
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix C). 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Putt and AGREED unanimously 
that 

The Town Council approves the expenditure to remove all the asbestos from the 
Bowling Pavilion roof, using funds of £12,495 + VAT from an appropriate budget line 
with delegated authority to the Chairman of Finance & Staffing Committee and 
Chairman of Council with the Operations Manager to organise a suitable 
replacement (Expenditure Authority: Localism Act 2011 s1-8). 
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
117. TO CONSIDER THE IMPACT OF THE DECISIONS TAKEN AT THE DAPTC AGM HELD ON 

SATURDAY 23RD NOVEMBER 2024 
 

Cllr Stevens explained that 147 councils are in Dorset but only 64 councils with voting 
representatives were in attendance. Cllr Nick Ireland, Leader of the Dorset Council spoke to 
councils and explained that he will be visiting as many councils as possible over the next few 
weeks. He added that the 30% proposed increase includes an increase for the NALC 
membership and the Town Council’s increase would be just over £500. 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Chapman and AGREED (11 in 
favour, 1 abstention) that 

  

The Town Council forms a working group to meet after Christmas to provide a cost 
benefit example, and a recommendation, to full council at the end of January. All 
Councillors will be invited to the working group meeting.  

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

118. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE AND CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS REGARDING THE: 
 

118.1 Neighbourhood Plan Working Group – Blandford + – Cllr Cross advised there was no 
update.   

 

118.2 BFTC Commemoration Group – nothing to update. 
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118. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE AND CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS REGARDING THE: (CONT.) 
 

118.3 VE Day 80 Events – nothing to update. 
 

118.4 Climate, Biodiversity & Nature – Pat Osborne has stood down as Chairman and Cllr Y 
Miéville is prepared to take over chairing the meetings, with the next one scheduled for 3rd 
December 2024.  

 

118.5 Dorset Council Grant to support the Market Area Enhancement Project – nothing to 
update. 

 
119. REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 

 

119.1 To appoint a representative to the Board of Trustees to the Blandford Forum Almshouse 
Charity 

    

The paper was noted (see Appendix D. 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Putt, SECONDED by Cllr Holmes and AGREED (11 in favour, 1 
abstention) that 

  

The Town Council appoints Cllr Chapman as the new representative and 
informs the Charity.  

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

The meeting closed at 8:12pm. 
 
 
 

SIGNED ….………………………………………….………………………       DATED ………..…………. 


	PRESENT
	IN ATTENDANCE

