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BLANDFORD FORUM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Town & General Purposes Committee 

Held on Monday 25th November 2024 at 8:16pm in Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion 
 

PRESENT 
 

Cllr C Stevens – Committee Chairman   Cllr R Holmes – Committee Vice Chairman 
Cllr N Lacey-Clarke – Chairman of Council  Cllr H Miéville – Vice Chairman of Council  
Cllr B Quayle      Cllr Y Miéville 
Cllr T Clarkson     Cllr S Hitchings 
Cllr S Chapman      
 

IN ATTENDANCE 

 

Town Clerk       Operations Manager 
Committee Clerk 
     

SITTING IN 
 

 Cllr L Hitchings     Cllr M Putt 
Cllr A Cross 

 

60. PUBLIC SESSION 
 

60.1 Resident of Park Road John Baines raised concerns regarding the speed of which vehicles 
drive along Park Road and requested we the Town Council look at implementing speed 
calming measures. This was discussed further under agenda reference 67.2. 

 

60.2 Cllr Holmes asked the committee who is responsible for the property occupied by Scrivens 
opticians on Salisbury Street and raised concerns over the maintenance that she felt is 
needed for the property. Cllr Lacey-Clarke informed the committee that the responsibility for 
the building lies with the person who owns the lease and suggested that Cllr Holmes writes 
to the business itself to raise the issue. 
 

 

61. APOLOGIES 
 

 None 
 

62. TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR 
DISPENSATIONS  

 

 None has been submitted. 
 

63. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 30th SEPTEMBER 2024 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr N Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr S CHAPMAN and AGREED 
(8 in favour, 1 abstention) that the Minutes be APPROVED and SIGNED.    

 

64.  COMMITTEE CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE 
 

  The Christmas Tree will be installed in the churchyard on Tuesday 26th November 2024.  

 

65.  GENERAL UPDATES FROM: 
 

65.1  Blandford Business Support Group  
   

  No Update. Cllr Lacey-Clarke informed the committee that the last meeting was cancelled. 
 

65.2.  Blandford Police   
 

  No Update 
 

65.3  Market Manager – The paper was noted (see Appendix A). 
   

Cllr H Miéville noticed that mentioned there had been a decline in the number of market 
traders since hoarding was erected.  
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66.      REVIEW OF TOWN & GENERAL PURPOSES BUDGETS  

 

66.1  Analytical Review of Revenue Budget to 31st October 2024 
  

The paper was noted (see Appendix B). 
 

66.2  Review of Earmarked Reserves to 31st October 2024  
 

  

The paper was noted (see Appendix C). 
 

66.3  Reserve Accounts to 31st October 2024 
  

The paper was noted (see Appendix D).  
 

67.  DORSET COUNCIL HIGHWAYS MATTERS 
   

Cllr H Miéville asked the Dorset Council Councillors present if we are any nearer to a 
blanket 20mph speed limit in Blandford Town roads. Cllr Lacey-Clarke replied that we 
should not suggest a blanket limit but instead apply for specific roads that require a 
reduction in speed limit and gather data for evidence to take to the Dorset Council. This was 
supported by Cllr Quayle. Cllr Lacey-Clarke suggested we set up a community speed watch 
team in order to gather data. 

 

67.1  To consider a resident’s request for the installation of a zebra crossing at the start of Black 
Lane, near Archbishop Wake School 

  

  The paper was noted (see Appendix E). 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr H Miéville, SECONDED by Cllr Y Miéville and AGREED (8 in 
favour and 1 abstention) that   
 

The Committee supports a zebra crossing and a permanent 20mph speed 
limit be put in place between Wimborne Road and Downside Close. Cllr 
Quayle and Cllr Lacey-Clarke will put this to the Dorset Council. 
 

ACTION: TOWN CLERK 
 

 

67.2  To consider a resident’s request for traffic calming measures on Park Road 
 

  The paper was noted (see Appendix F). 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr H Miéville, SECONDED by Cllr R Holmes and AGREED (8 in 
favour, 1 abstention) that 
 

The Committee supports a 20mph speed limit from the start of White Cliff 
Mill Street into Park Road, and from the hospital to the traffic lights at 
Badger Cross. Cllr Quayle and Cllr Lacey-Clarke will put this to the 
Dorset Council.       

ACTION: TOWN CLERK 

 
67.3 To consider a councillor’s request for traffic calming measures on Wimborne Road 
 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix G). 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr H Miéville, SECONDED by Cllr Y Miéville and AGREED (8 in 
favour and 1 abstention) that 
 

The Committee agreed a speed survey should be carried out on 
Wimborne Road to monitor the speed of vehicles after seeking quotes for 
costs. 

ACTION: TOWN CLERK 
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68. CONSIDERATION OF THE PROPOSED BUDGET FOR THE YEAR 2025/2026 AND 
RECOMMENDATION TO FINANCE & STAFFING COMMITTEE MEETING 

 

 The Town Clerk drew attention to CCTV costs in the budget, asking the committee if they 
wish to replenish reserves for costs CCTV incurred this financial year. The Town Clerk will 
find out costs for the church wall and bring that to the next Finance and Staffing committee 
meeting. 

ACTION: TOWN CLERK 
 

 

Cllr Lacey-Clarke raised a question whether or not to reduce the Christmas budget for next 
year and redistribute the money for other items. 
 

Cllr Lacey-Clarke suggested that the Town Maps, Boards and Fingerposts budget should be 
increased and something along those lines should be installed outside of the Corn 
Exchange once refurbished. An electronic board option was suggested and it was 
suggested that the market area enhancement working group funds it. 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr H Miéville, SECONDED by Cllr S Chapman and AGREED 
unanimously a RECOMMENDATION is made to the Finance & Staffing Committee that 

 

The earmarked reserves are set at £16,000 for the Town & General Purposes 
Committee for the 2025-26 financial year and further discussion on the 
Reserves is held at the Finance & Staffing Committee meeting. 
 

ACTION: F & S COMMITTEE 
 

The meeting closed at 9:25pm. 
 

 
SIGNED: ………………………………………………………    DATED: ………………………………... 
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