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BLANDFORD FORUM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 16th December 2024 at 7:00pm in Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion 
 

PRESENT 
 

Cllr N Lacey-Clarke – Chairman of Council  Cllr H Miéville – Vice Chairman of Council 
Cllr S Hitchings    Cllr Y Miéville   
Cllr C Stevens    Cllr L Hitchings  
Cllr A Cross    Cllr R Holmes 
Cllr T Clarkson  

   
IN ATTENDANCE 

 

 Town Clerk    Operations Manager 
 Responsible Financial Officer      
 

 Daniel Cadisch – Citizens Advice    John Tanner – Treads    
 Gavin Hall – Savills    Tim Gough – Forum Architecture 
 

IN ATTENDANCE VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS 
 

 Nicci Brown 
 
The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and read the housekeeping notice for the members of 
public in attendance.  
 
120. PUBLIC SESSION 
 

120.1 Daniel Cadisch – Chief Officer, Citizens Advice Central Dorset – Daniel updated Councillors on 
the financial position of the organisation and explained their reserves. Councillors asked 
questions and Daniel informed them of some of the funding provided by other town councils.   

 

120.2 Hospital Metalcraft – Gavin Hall and Tim Gough spoke to Councillors about the planning 
application from Hospital Metalcraft and went through a presentation illustrating the key plans and 
images.  

 

120.3 Treads – John Tanner was in attendance to speak about the work of Treads and the additional 
pressure on the organisation to support the young people of Blandford Forum.  

 
121. REPORT FROM DORSET COUNCIL COUNCILLORS 
 

 Cllr Lacey-Clarke informed Councillors that he and Cllr Quayle have been reporting overflowing 
bins and potholes and invited Councillors to let him know of any issues.  

 
122. APOLOGIES 
 

 Cllr B Quayle    Cllr S Chapman 
 Cllr M Putt  
  
123.  TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS  
 

Recommendation of the precept for 2025/26 – It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, 
SECONDED by Cllr Holmes and AGREED unanimously that  
 

A dispensation is granted to all Councillors to enable them to participate in 
discussion and vote on the setting of the council tax. 

  

 Blandford United Football Club – Cllr S Hitchings declared an interest in the agenda item for the 
floodlights at Blandford United Football Club because his company sponsors the Club.  
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123.  TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
(cont.)  

 

 Service Level Agreements – Cllr Holmes declared an interest as a Trustee of the Blandford 
Fashion Museum and will not take part in voting.  

  

 P/VOC/2024/06970 – Redberry House – The Chairman advised Councillors that the Town 
Council should simply note the planning application from Hammonds due to the ongoing contract 
with the company, which was agreed by Councillors present.  

 
124. MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 25TH NOVEMBER 2024 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Holmes, SECONDED by Cllr Clarkson and AGREED unanimously that 
the Minutes be APPROVED and SIGNED. 

 
125.  TOWN CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE  
  

The paper was noted (see Appendix A). 
 

125.1 Woodhouse Gardens Lights – The contractor installed the lighting scheme on 1st December and 
the gardens will be lit between 4:30pm and 9pm every day during the festive season apart from 
Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day.  

 

125.2 Mayor’s Christmas Card – The card has been chosen by the Mayor, Cllr Noc Lacey-Clarke and 
has been printed locally.  

 

125.3 Bicycle Repair Unit – The Dorset Council has agreed to relocate the unit and this is now awaited.  
 

125.4 Christmas Tree – Staff have received very positive comments about the Christmas tree and 
people seem to prefer that location.  

 

125.5 Community Fridge – A site meeting has been held at the Leisure Centre with the manager and 
she has been very accommodating, which has been incredibly helpful. It was agreed to relocate 
the Fridge in the New Year, unless we are asked to vacate beforehand.  

 

125.6 Civic Carol Service – The office has received very positive feedback for the civic carol service    
held on 4th December 2024.  

 

125.7  Elections – The Dorset Council has written to advise that any Parish Council which had no   
contested elections will be invoiced shortly for £50 for the costs of the administration of the 
election up to the point of the close of nominations and publication of notices. This applies to the 
Town Council, and we await the invoice. They apologised for the delay in confirming this, but it 
was due to the Parliamentary election being called unexpectedly and so soon after the local 
elections. For information only, the remaining Councils which did have contested elections will 
receive an email with the total amount due by the end of the week. Where the Dorset Council is 
able to split the costs with the Police and Crime Commissioner Elections and Dorset Council 
elections this has been done proportionately but there are areas where 100% of the costs will 
have been attributed to the Parish Council, for example the ballot papers, postal votes etc. It 
should be noted that they will not be charging councils at all in relation to the printing and postage 
of poll cards. 

 

125.8  Camp Welfare – The Town Clerk and Terry Clarkson (RBL) met with Craig Hutton from Blandford   
Camp to improve links with the town regarding the welfare of families living up there. 

 

125.9  Simon Hoare MP – In light of his support and guidance with the project, the Town Clerk gave Mr  
Hoare, his assistant Sarah Manley and past Mayor, Sara Loch, a tour of the building works at the 
Corn Exchange on Friday 6th December 2024.   
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126. CIVIC REPORT 
 

The paper was distributed to Councillors via email prior to the meeting (see Appendix B). 
 
127. RECOMMENDATIONS AND RECEIPT OF MINUTES  
 

127.1  Town & General Purposes Committee Meeting held on Monday 25th November 2024 
 

127.1.1   Recommendations (none) 
 

127.1.2   To Receive the Minutes 
   

 The Minutes were RECEIVED.  
 

127.2 Finance & Staffing Committee Meeting dated 9th December 2024 
 

127.2.1   Recommendations 
 

Minute No. 43.1 – Citizens Advice (CA) Dorset – £5,000 a year 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr H Miéville, SECONDED by Cllr Stevens and AGREED (8 in favour, 1 
abstention) that  
 

The Service Level Agreement is increased by 10% a year to £5,500 for a three-year 
period from 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2028.    

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
Minute No. 43.2 – Nourish – £5,000 a year  

 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr H Miéville, SECONDED by Cllr Cross and AGREED (8 in favour, 1 
abstention) that 
 

The Service Level Agreement is continued at £5,000 a year for a three-year period 
from 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2028.    

 ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

Minute No. 43.3 – Fashion Museum – £2,500 a year 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr H Miéville, SECONDED by Cllr Cross and AGREED (8 in favour, 1 
non-vote) that  
 

The Service Level Agreement is continued at £2,500 a year for a three-year period 
from 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2028. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

Minute No. 43.4 – Town Museum – £2,500 a year 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Cross, SECONDED by Cllr H Miéville and AGREED unanimously that 
 

The Service Level Agreement is continued at £2,500 a year for a three-year period 
from 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2028. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

Minute No. 43.5 – Information Centre – £2,000 a year 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr H Miéville, SECONDED by Cllr Clarkson and AGREED (5 in favour, 3 
against, 1 abstention) that  
 

The Service Level Agreement is increased to £3,000 a year for a three-year period 
from 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2028. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
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127. RECOMMENDATIONS AND RECEIPT OF MINUTES (cont.)  
 

Minute No. 43.6 – TREADS – £2,000 a year 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr H Miéville, SECONDED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke and AGREED (8 in 
favour, 1 abstention) that  
 

The Service Level Agreement is continued at £2,000 a year for a three-year period 
from 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2028 and the requested amendments are made to 
the agreement (at 1.3 (the word Trustee to Trustees) and 6.6 (the location where they 
deliver their work at the Scout Hut). 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

Minute No. 43.7 – Service Provision Agreement with Blandford Stour Valley Band – £1,500 
in exchange for ten performances 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke and AGREED 
unanimously that  
 

The Service Provision Agreement is continued at £1,500 a year for a three-year 
period from 1st April 2025 to 31st March 2028, with a 3% increase in 1st April 2026 and 
1st April 2027. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr H Miéville and AGREED unanimously 
that  

The BSVB is asked for its permission for the Town Council to amend the agreement 
to include a clause that any performances that are not used during the year are 
rolled over to the next year. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

Minute No. 43.8 – Plastic Free Communities  
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr Stevens and AGREED unanimously 
that  

The SLA/SPA agreements are amended to include a condition that recipients must 
agree to sign up to Plastic Free Communities Status by 1st April 2026.  
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

Minute No. 46.2 – To consider the renewal of the Internal Auditor’s Contract 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke and AGREED 
unanimously that 
 

The Town Council appoints Company A as the Internal Auditor for the financial 
years 2025/26 – 2029/30, based on 4 x 7 hour days, and with the long-term five year 
contract (giving a 2.5% saving on the hourly scale rate, which they anticipate rising 
by £1.50 per scale hour from 2025/26 to 2026/27), the cost to the council would be 
£1,425.82 plus VAT for 2025/26, £1,472.31 for 2026/27,  £1,518.80 for 2027/28, 
£1,580.80 for 2028/29 and £1,642.78 for 2029/30  giving a five year total of £7,640.51 
plus VAT. The long-term contract could be terminated at any time by either party 
giving three months’ notice and would give an approximate saving of £172.55 over 
the five years. The number of days required is based on historical performance and 
generally proves fairly accurate. In the event that additional work arises, this will be 
invoiced at the quoted rates. If less work is needed the Town Council will be 
charged proportionately less. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
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127. RECOMMENDATIONS AND RECEIPT OF MINUTES (cont.)  
 

Minute No. 48.3 – Consideration of the overall budget for the year 2024/25 and 
recommendation of the precept for 2025/26  

 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr H Mieville and AGREED (8 in favour, 
1 against) that  

 

The budget is approved for the 2025/2026 financial year and the precept amount to 
be requested from the Dorset Council is £921,873 (this equates to a 3% increase on 
the 2024/2025 budget, and £7.38 over the year for a Band D household). 
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
127.2.2   To RECEIVE the Minutes 
 

 The Minutes were RECEIVED.  
 
128. TO CONSIDER RESPONDING TO THE CONSULTATION OF THE DORSET COUNCIL 

STREET TRADING POLICY  
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix C). 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr H Miéville, SECONDED by Cllr Cross and AGREED (8 in favour, 1 
abstention) that 

 

Town Councillors respond to the application as individuals if they wish.  
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
129. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE CONDITION OF THE PUBLIC TOILETS AND AGREE A 

WAY FORWARD 
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix D). 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr H Miéville and AGREED 
unanimously that 

  

The Town Council displays a notice on the disabled unit, informing the public of its 
current condition and an explanation that we are unable to refurbish it until the 
Dorset Council has made a decision about the building’s future because we cannot 
justify investing in it otherwise. This is also to be made clear via the Town Council’s 
social media channels. A response is currently awaited from the responsible officer 
at the Dorset Council.  

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
130. TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM BLANDFORD UNITED FOOTBALL CLUB FOR SUPPORT 

FOR FLOODLIGHTS TO BE INSTALLED 
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix E). 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr H Miéville, SECONDED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke and AGREED 
unanimously that 

  

The Town Council supports the request from the Blandford United Football Club for 
floodlights at the football pitch at Park Road Recreation Ground.  
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

 
 
 



Page 6 of 7 

131. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE AND CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS FROM THE:  
 

131.1 Neighbourhood Plan Monitoring Group- Blandford+ – The Dorset Council Cabinet is considering 
the B+ modification review at its meeting on Tuesday 17th December 2024.  
 

131.2 BFTC Commemoration Group – nothing to update. 
 

131.3 VE Day 80 – nothing to update. 
 

131.4 Climate, Biodiversity & Nature – nothing to update. 
 

131.5 Dorset Council Grant to support the Market Area Enhancement Project – nothing to update. 
 

131.6 North Dorset Tourism Meetings 
 

131.6.1   To receive an update on recent meetings and a proposal to support tourism across the 
district 

 

The paper was noted (see Appendix F). 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Holmes, SECONDED by Cllr Cross and AGREED 
unanimously that 

  

The Town Council approves the proposal to hold an exhibition in May 2025, at 
a cost of £250 using funds from the Tourism budget line, working in 
partnership with North Dorset towns and local organisations and businesses 
(Expenditure Authority: Localism Act 2011 s1-8).  

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

 

132. REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 
 

 The paper was noted (see Appendix D) . 
 

Cllr Cross updated members on the efforts with the Blandford & Mortain twinning association.  
 

133. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

133.1   Appendix A- New Planning Applications (refer to Appendix E attached) 
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix G). 
 

133.1.1   P/VOC/2024/06970 – Redberry House DT11 7SD 
 

 This application was only noted due to the Town Council’s current financial commitment to the 
applicant with regards to the Corn Exchange project.  

 

133.1.2   P/FUL/2024/07043 – Units 9A & 9B Sunrise Business Park 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke and AGREED 
unanimously that 

 

The Town Council has no objections to the application. Blandford + NP policies B10, 
Design Code: CA5 apply. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

133.1.3   P/FUL/2024/06631 – Hospital Metalcraft Ltd 3 Blandford Heights Industrial Estate 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Cross and AGREED (6 in favour, 3 
against) that 

 

The Town Council has no objections to the application. Blandford + NP policies B10, 
B1,2,6,7 & 11 Design Code: CA5 apply. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
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133. PLANNING MATTERS (cont.) 
 

133.2  Appendix B – Dorset Council Decisions on Planning Applications and Applications Awaiting 
Decisions (distributed prior to the meeting)    

 

The paper was noted (see Appendix H). 
 
The meeting closed at 8:30pm. 
 
 
 

SIGNED ….………………………………………….………………………       DATED ………..…………. 


	PRESENT
	IN ATTENDANCE
	IN ATTENDANCE VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS

