BLANDFORD FORUM
TOWN COUNCIL

To:  All Town Councillors Dorset Council Councillors
Members of the Public & Press

Dear Member
TOWN COUNCIL MEETING

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Town Council which will be held in
Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion, The Tabernacle, Blandford Forum DT11 7GQ on Monday
25t November 2024 at 7:00 pm to consider the following items. This meeting will also be
available to view online using Microsoft Teams using this link.

-

Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
18th November 2024

AGENDA

Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour, which
may be extended at the discretion of the Council, during which time members of the public may
speak. During the course of the meeting, members of the public and our elected representatives from
the Dorset Council may indicate they wish to speak, and, at the discretion of the Chairman, and with
the approval of the Members, they may be allowed to do so on points of information only. The Council
may on occasion invite members of the public to comment on specific issues where points of
information or their particular knowledge on a subject might prove of benefit to the Council.

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the
exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status,
religion, belief or disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. Disabled access
is available.

All in attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may occur during
the meeting.

1. Public Session

2. Report from Dorset Council Councillors

3. Apologies

4. Toreceive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations

5.  Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 28" October 2024

6. Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence

7.  Civic Report (paper to follow)


https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_OTNhNzlkZTgtN2EzMy00NmYxLWI0MjYtZTY3Yjg2YmNhZmQ1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220c3baf8d-62e3-449c-a9c3-94a2df169799%22%7d
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/281024.pdf
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/281024.pdf

8. Recommendations and Receipt of Minutes

8.1 Recreation & Amenities Committee Meeting held on Monday 18" November 2024

8.1.1 Recommendations

8.1.2 To Receive the Minutes (to follow)

9. To approve expenditure for repairs to the Bowling Pavilion roof

10. To consider the impact of the decisions taken at the DAPTC AGM held on Saturday 23"
November 2024 (verbal report from ClIr Stevens)
11. To receive an update and consider any requests from the:
11.1 Neighbourhood Plan Monitoring Group — Blandford +
11.2 BFTC Commemoration Group
11.3 D-Day 80 Events
11.4 Climate, Biodiversity & Nature
11.5 Dorset Council Grant to support the Market Area Enhancement Project
12. Reports from Community and Local Organisations (Councillors are requested to advise

the Chairman of Council or the Town Clerk if they wish to make a report under this
heading)

12.1 To appoint a representative to the Board of Trustees to the Blandford Forum
Almshouse Charity

Dates of Future Meetings

2"d December Planning Meeting

4t December Civic Christmas Carol Service at 6pm

6" December Blandford Yuletide Festival

9t December Finance & Staffing Committee Meeting

16" December Town Council Meeting (followed by Trust Meeting)

Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings are available from Blandford
Library, the Town Clerk’s Office and at www.blandfordforum-tc.qov.uk
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https://blandford.sharepoint.com/sites/TownCouncilMeetingsCommittees/Shared%20Documents/TOWN%20COUNCIL/Town%20Council%202024-2025/Agenda/251124%20Town%20Council%20Meeting.docx
http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/

Agenda Item No. 6

Town Clerk’s Report and Correspondence

Legion Rooms — Although the move to Legion House has generally been very successful,

staff have been finding that space has been an issue and some of the reasons are provided

below.

1.

2.

Cemetery Matters — The BSO talks to grieving people in the lobby of the Legion or the
reception office, which is insensitive and awkward with staff coming in and out and the
phone ringing.

Meetings — The Town Clerk is finding it hard to find meeting rooms because
Woodhouse Gardens is often booked and the Legion charges £50 for a session in the
meeting room. Hence, some meetings have been taken off site to coffee shops when
a one-to-one environment is required.

Staffing Issues — It is made it very difficult trying to organise people out of the office so
that conversations can be had. Everything the Town Clerk says to staff is heard by all
of them.

Insurance — There was a situation where the RFO was meeting with the insurance
representative upstairs and councillors and staff were also there talking in the same
room, with other staff trying to work.

The Town Clerk asked the Chairman of Council if he would support an offer to the Legion for
use of the meeting room downstairs in the mornings/afternoons for an extra £200 a month so
we would give them £1,000 a month instead of £800. Considering staff should be there until
end of September 2025, that would be an additional £2,200 with it starting in November. Due
to the issues just having the two rooms is causing, the Chairman approved this request and
the Legion is happy to continue on this basis.

The only morning that it wouldn’t be accessible is when Citizen’s Advice are using the room
and the Town Clerk must therefore manage the situation around this.



Agenda Item No. 9
To approve expenditure for repairs to the Bowling Club pavilion roof

Report
At a site meeting it was pointed out by members of the Bowling Club that the soffits around the

roof needed repair, some of them had holes in and the corner by the entrance to the green
was particularly bad. This will require the removal of the guttering and flashing and subsequent
replacement at the end of the works. There is also the requirement for the flashing to be
repaired at the rear of the building in the roof valley to allow rain to run off.

The existing soffits will require testing for asbestos prior to work commencing and this will cost
£115.00+VAT.

Financial Implications
We have received three quotes for the works:

Company A:
Take down existing front right hand side gutter (right hand side of front porch)

Fit new soffit board hollow 9mm (white Plastic) on front of bowls club to the right of front porch
to the end of gable end approx. 15meters in length.

Fit new 9mm capping board fascia (white plastic) to front of building up to right hand gable
approx. length 15 meters,

Refit existing gutter (if any of the gutter needs replacement then there will be an extra charge.),
Fit new piece of flash band over existing on back of building to seal leak and aid water run off.

Labour And materials £2,320.00 No VAT

Company B:

To remove existing guttering and soffits from car park side elevation.
Supply and fit new UPVC soffits, fascia and guttering to same.

Total Cost £2,540.00 No VAT

Company C:

Awaiting third quote.

Recommendation

It is recommended that Councillors approve the repairs to the roof and choose a company
from the three who have submitted quotes using funds from the PPM budget line, 1060, which
has a balance of £19,147.78 (Expenditure Authority: Localism Act 2011 s1-8).

Jon Goodenough
Operations Manager
24 October 2024



Agenda Item No. 12.1

To appoint a representative to the Board of Trustees to the Blandford
Forum Almshouse Charity

The Town Clerk has been informed that Clir Y Miéville has stood down as a Town Council
representative on the Board of Trustees to the Blandford Forum Almshouse Charity and an
alternative representative must therefore be appointed.

The Clerk to the Trustees has advised that, at the same time, Mrs Carole Sharp has also
resigned as a Trustee. ‘This means that we are left with only two female trustees on a board
of 12. When visiting or interviewing applicants for Aimshouses, Apprenticeship and Education
Grants and TED George applicants, a female trustee must be present for safequarding
reasons. Therefore, when nominating an alternate Trustee for Mrs Miéville, we would be
grateful if you could appoint a female councillor if at all possible, to provide back up to our
Chairman, Mrs Lynn Lindsay, in the safequarding issue as well as contributing to a more
balanced board. We will also be looking to appoint a new female trustee to fill the

vacancy left by Mrs Sharp.’

Councillors are therefore asked to appoint a replacement representative.

Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
12t November 2024
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