
BLANDFORD FORUM 

TOWN COUNCIL 
 

To:   All Members of the Recreation & Amenities Committee  
(Cllr S Chapman, Cllr A Cross, Cllr N Lacey-Clarke, Cllr H Miéville, Cllr L Hitchings, Cllr 
S Hitchings, Cllr M Putt and Cllr T Clarkson) 
 

All other Town Councillors     Dorset Council Councillors 
Members of the Public & the Press    
 

Dear Member,  
 

RECREATION & AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Recreation & Amenities Committee which will 
be held in the Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion, The Tabernacle, Blandford Forum DT11 7GQ 
on Monday 18th November 2024 at 7:00 pm to consider the following items. The meeting is 
also accessible for the public to attend remotely via Microsoft Teams using this link. 

 
Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk 
11th November 2024 
 

A G E N D A 
 

 

Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour, 
which may be extended at the discretion of the Committee, during which time members of the 
public may speak. During the course of the meeting, members of the public and our elected 
representatives from the Dorset Council may indicate they wish to speak, and, at the 
discretion of the Chairman, and with the approval of the Members, they may be allowed to do 
so on points of information only. The Committee may on occasion invite members of the 
public to comment on specific issues where points of information or their particular 
knowledge on a subject might prove of benefit to the Committee.  
 

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters 
in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, 
marital status, religion, belief or disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety and Human 
Rights. Disabled access is available. 
 

All in attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may 
occur during the meeting. 
 
 

1. Public Session 
 
2. Apologies 
 
3. To receive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 
 
4. Minutes of the meeting held on the 16th September 2024  
 
5. Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence 

 
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YjU2ZGI0ZjctOTZmZS00Mzk3LWI3NzQtZmMwMGZmNWY3MTU4%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220c3baf8d-62e3-449c-a9c3-94a2df169799%22%7d
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/160924-RA.pdf


6. Review of Recreation & Amenities Budgets to 31st October 2024 
 

6.1 Analytical Review of Revenue Budget  
6.2 Review of Earmarked Reserves 
6.3 Reserve Accounts 
 

7. Consideration of the proposed budget for the financial year 2025/2026 and 
recommendation to Finance & Staffing Committee meeting  

 
8. Report by the Operations Manager September 2024 – November 2024  

 
9. To retrospectively approve the installation of fencing and a Tug of War machine at the 

Rugby Club 
 

10. To explore ways of encouraging local groups and organisations to use the Dorset 
Fundfinder 

 
  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings are available from Blandford 
Library, the Town Clerk’s Office and at www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk  

 
 
Twinned with Preetz, Germany 

 

 

Twinned with Mortain, France 
 

 

 

Town Clerk’s Office 

Church Lane, Blandford Forum  

Dorset DT11 7AD 

 

Tel: 01258 454500 

Email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/dorset-fundfinder
https://www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/w/dorset-fundfinder
http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/


          Agenda Item No. 6.1 
 

Analytical Review of Revenue Budget 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Agenda Item No. 6.2 
 

Review of Earmarked Reserves 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Agenda Item No. 6.3 
 

Reserve Accounts 
 

 



Agenda Item No. 7 
 

Consideration of the proposed budget for the financial year 2025/2026 and 
recommendation to Finance & Staffing Committee meeting  

 

R&A Earmarked Reserves 
 

Please note that this information is a result of officers’ discussions and is merely intended to 
help the Committee reach its decisions. Please also refer to the right-hand column (in red) on 
the Earmarked Reserves report.  
 
1050 Allotment – £0 
No budget required. 
 
10510-10540 Badbury Heights – s106 monies 
Councillors will note that there has been some expenditure, however it has been minimal this 
year.   
 
The s106 monies for Persimmon POS phase 1 is to be spent over 20 years. 
The s106 monies for POS phase 2 is to be spend over 10 years.  
The s106 monies for Phase 2 commuted sum is to be spent over 10 years.  
Persimmon s106 monies have their own budget and are not included in the precept monies.  
 
Staff wages / SARA on equipment maintenance, SARA for Glenmore depot, POS and capital 
commuted sums for Phase 1 & Phase 2 are included in the Persimmon budget. The RFO 
calculates how much is required each year, so that the funds last the period that they are to 
be spent in. Once the period has exceeded as to when the s106 monies are due to be spent, 
the Town Council will have to fund all the costs through the precept. Councillors may 
therefore wish to replenish monies spent this financial year.  
 
1060 Planned Preventative Maintenance – £4,000  
This budget line is always heavily used for a variety of some scheduled and some 
unforeseen building/maintenance costs, and we are also accruing to replace the old roof at 
Woodhouse Gardens pavilion. It is recommended that only £4,000 is added to the budget this 
year to replenish some of what has been spent to date. 
 
1061 Cemetery Chapel – £1,000 & 1062 Cemetery Workshop – £1,000 
These budget lines were introduced ten years ago to gradually build up a sufficient budget for 
carrying out the repointing works raised by the PPM condition survey to the exterior of the 
Chapel and the Workshop. It is recommended that the budget is continued at £1,000 for each 
building, due to the nature of the buildings and especially now they have been listed.  
 
1064 Cemetery Wall – £0 
It is not recommended that additional funds are raised for this budget line, although this will 
need to be retained for future works as it is now listed, and this not only applies to the 
boundary wall with Davis Gardens but the whole of the wall enclosing the cemetery. 
 
1065 DDA – £500 
The budget has been spent this year and works are required to the bowls club access so it is 
recommended that at least £500 is added to the budget. Situations do change at all venues 
depending on usage, and we would want to make our venues as accessible as possible, but 
we do have the PPM budget, which could be used as a back-up if required.  
 
1067 Play Area Fencing & Surfacing – £0 
As no expenditure has been incurred this financial year, so far, it is recommended that the 
budget is not added to.   
 



1068 Larksmead Outdoor Fitness – £0 
It is suggested that the budget is not added to this year. There is a balance that should cover 
any repairs when they are required.  
 
1070 Seat Replacement – £0 
It is not recommended to increase this budget line. 
 
1071 – Skatefest – £2,500  
It is recommended that, should the Committee wish to continue with this annual event, 
£2,500 is included in this budget line to cover the cost of running the event with the 
attendance of St John Ambulance, promotion/advertising, toilets, and the crew who run the 
event.  
 
1075 Tree Survey & Works – £0 
It is recommended that the budget line is not increased this year. 
 
1080 Health & Safety Memorials – £0 
It is recommended that there is no increase this year.  
 
1090 Woodhouse Gardens Wall Repairs – £500 
It is recommended that this budget is gradually built back up again as there are still bays that 
have not yet been worked on, as well as the boundary wall at the back of the pavilion.   
 
1096 Contingency – £0 
It has been agreed that any remaining balance in the Contingency budget is held to avoid 
additional accruals. At this stage in the financial year the £500 has not been used so it is 
recommended that this line is not added to. 
 
Additional Information 
 

There were no requests or feedback from the public at the budget consultation held at the 
September community expo regarding the R&A remit.  
 
Recommendation 
 

The above will give a draft Earmarked Reserves budget of £9,500 which is £6,000 less than 
last year’s budget for Recreation & Amenities.  
 

There are no other proposals for Capital Reserves.  
 

The revenue budget will be considered in December at the Finance & Staffing Committee 
meeting as part of the overall budget.  
 
Linda Scott-Giles   Jon Goodenough  
Town Clerk    Operations Manager  
5th November 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Agenda Item No. 8 
 

Report by the Operations Manager  
September 2024 – November 2024 

 
 
CORN EXCHANGE 
Monthly progress meetings continue to be held between representatives of the Town Council, 
the design team and the contractors. 
 
Work is progressing well on the new glass roof and gantry. 
 
The new lead has been forensically marked and extra CCTV cameras have been installed. 
 
The insurance company sent their assessor to do a survey, he was verbally pleased, but the 
official report is awaited. 
 
PARK ROAD 
A new fire risk assessment was carried out at the Football Pavilion in July and this 
highlighted the need for a fire alarm system. Quotes are still being sought. 
 
Meetings have been held with the football club to plan a way forward for the club. The 
success it has enjoyed and the extra spectators who attend matches are taking the capacity 
at the clubhouse to the limit. A survey of the infrastructure including the electrical supply is 
being planned, paid for by the club. 
 
TOWN 
The planters have now been planted out with the winter bedding. 
 
TREES 
Tree works have started, and the Cemetery hedge has been cut. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 
Work has been carried out to clen the water storage containers at three venues. 
The annual Health and Safety audit has been carried out, this has been a smaller version due 
to the Corn Exchange not being in use. 
Monthly legionella testing continues. 
All alarms have been serviced. 
PAT Testing is being done. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    
              WORKS CARRIED OUT 
 
      September 2024-November 2024 
 
25 Sept  Corn Exchange   Extra CCTV cameras installed      

02 Oct   Corn Exchange   Progress Meeting 

05 Oct   Corn Exchange    Lead forensically marked 

10 Oct   Marsh and Ham Toilets Flush replaced 

23 Oct   Corn Exchange   Progress Meeting 

25 Oct   Corn Exchange                    Insurance survey     
 
29 Oct                      Three Venues                     Water tanks and calorifiers cleaned  
 
30 Oct                      All venues           Health and Safety Audit 
 
10 Nov                      Churchyard                    Remembrance event. 
 
13 Nov   Corn Exchange             Alarms serviced. 
  
14 Nov                      Royal British Legion           Initial Budget meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
         VANDALISM 

 
   September 2024-November 2024 
 
Date   Location    Remarks 
11 Sept  Skate Park    Broken Glass       

18 Sept   Marsh and Ham Toilets       Toilet Blocked 

21 Sept  Skate Park      Broken Glass and Litter 

25 Sept   Skate Park    Broken Glass 

05 Oct                      Tabernacle toilet   Flush damaged 
 
10 Oct                      Railway Arches                   Broken Glass 
  
15 Oct                      Marsh and Ham Toilets       Handwash damaged 
 
19 Oct                      Railway Arches                   Broken Glass  
 
24 Oct                      Skate Park Broken Glass 
 
30 Oct                      Skate Park Broken Glass 
 
04 Nov                     Marsh and Ham Toilets Toilet Blocked 
 
09 Nov                     Skate Park Broken Glass 
 
15 Nov                     Railway Arches Broken Glass 
 
 
Evidence of drug use and rough sleeping at public toilets at various times throughout the period 
(Police aware). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



          Agenda Item No. 9 

 
To give retrospective approval for the installation of fencing and a Tug of 

War machine by the Rugby Club 
 
Report 
The Town Council had received a request from the Rugby Club to install a length of fencing 
in front of the pavilion and a Tug of War machine over the far side of the pitches. The details 
from the Rugby Club are outlined below. Due to the lateness of the details being received, 
the report was sent to Councillors and discussed at the R&A meeting on the 16th September 
but as it was not on the agenda it was not voted on and referred for retrospective at the 
November meeting of the committee.  

1. After speaking to Dorset council via phone and email and lots of research, we don’t need 
any planning permission as long as our fences are shorter than 2m (which they are). 

2.The tug of war machine will be sited in a hole approx. 1mx1m by 1.3m deep, with a steel 
sleeving sited in the centre, surrounded by 1m³ concrete. The purpose of the sleeving is so 
we can remove the stanchion when or if necessary. Approx 4m from the stanchion towards 
the flood lights there will be a series of wooden slats which we would use as part of our 
training. The stanchion will be in a fenced off area no taller than 2m and constructed of metal. 

3. The barrier on the top bank facing the 1st team pitch will be approx. 10m long with two 
gaps for players to run down the bank and allow access to the pitch.  

The barrier purpose will prevent spectators running onto the rugby pitch when we are playing 
and also give spectators somewhere they can lean on and place any drinks while enjoying 
the game, this will also prevent children throwing balls down the bank onto the pitch and keep 
everyone safe.  

We plan to construct the fence out of wood allowing the fence to be repaired if necessary and 
to not look to commercial. The bottom half of the fence we plan to put sponsorship 
banners/signs which will be removable and not to exceed 1.4m in height. By constructing the 
fence/barrier in wood we can source the wood locally as opposed to sourcing materials 
online and getting shipped to site which also helps our local community.     

   

           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=3f65f6f3feeae64f&sca_upv=1&rlz=1C1ONGR_en-GBGB930GB930&q=stanchion&spell=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwidrMfaxr-IAxXTVkEAHe2lAF4QBSgAegQIChAB


Location of proposed fence and practice machine                                           
 

                         
 
Tug of War Practice Machine                           Tug of War Practice Machine 
 

 
Dimensions of Fence 
 
Recommendation 
It is recommended that Councillors consider the contents of this report and resolve to give 
the Rugby Club retrospective approval to install the fence and Tug of War machine. 
 
Jon Goodenough 
Operations Manager 
13th September 2024 
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