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79.

BLANDFORD FORUM TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting
Held on Monday 30" September 2024 at 7:00pm in Woodhouse Gar&\ns%g%ll Oh,

“‘\ @Gh
PRESENT \\%‘,
Clir N Lacey-Clarke — Chairman of Council Clir H Miéville — Vice Chairman of Council -.Q
Clir S Hitchings Clir Y Miéville
Clir C Stevens Clir M Putt
Clir A Cross Clir R Holmes
Clir S Chapman Clir T Clarkson

IN ATTENDANCE

Chris Roberts, local business owner
Town Clerk Operations Manager

PUBLIC SESSION

Chris Roberts was in attendance to voice his concerns over the proposals to pedestrianise the on-
street parking area outside HSBC, Reeve and Stuart Pearce Butchers. Mr Roberts said he has
lived in the Market Place all his life. He has developed a rare spinal condition, and it is therefore
essential for him to be able to park near his property, which is an apartment above one of the
shops. He was disappointed not to have received a copy of the consultation, although he is aware
that copies were distributed to some properties and businesses. Having spoken to several
businesses in the area that are impacted, Mr Roberts is aware that they have raised some
concerns over parking/access to their shops/businesses where people expect convenient parking
so they can pop in for what they need. They are concerned that taking away parking would put
customers off and they will shop online even more than they are currently doing. Mr Roberts
would like to see a GDP cost analysis to see if it will be prosperous for businesses because it is
important to see if shops will see an increase in expenditure. He referred to the Shaftesbury
experience, which has not been profitable for all the shops/businesses affected and would like to
see other businesses benefit from the space and not just have the introduction of a café culture.
Mr Roberts suggested removing the bike racks and planters on the large, paved area outside
Scrivens instead of losing parking spaces.

ClIr Holmes suggested a town meeting in the evening to discuss conflicting views with residents
and businesses.

The Chairman thanked Mr Roberts for attending the meeting and taking the time to express his
views.

Clir Y Miéville raised concerns about the use of glyphosate in the town on Saturday morning when
she was heading to the Expo. The Chairman suggested we add this to a future agenda to discuss
removal of the product and this was supported by the council.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

Clir Clarkson informed Councillors that there is a Town Museum consultation about a new facility
they are proposing. The Chairman reminded Councillors not to commit to a view as a Town
Councillor should they wish to attend the consultation event.

REPORT FROM DORSET COUNCIL COUNCILLORS

Clir Lacey-Clarke delivered the report this month and advised that a utility company had sprayed
the pavements in the town centre and they have been asked to clean off the marks they have
made. An application for consent will be submitted to Dorset Council in due course, and the Town
Council will be consulted.
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83.

REPORT FROM DORSET COUNCIL COUNCILLORS (cont.)

Blandford Forum does not currently have a Community Highways Officer and Officers from other
areas are being asked to cover the role in the meantime. ClIr Lacey-Clarke asked Councillors to
report issues online and the Dorset Council has said they will advertise the role in December.

Clir S Hitchings referred to the emergency gas application distributed to Councillors earlier today
and he felt that it was not an emergency. He thinks the Dorset Council should monitor this work
extremely carefully. ClIr Lacey-Clarke encouraged Councillors to report any concerns or issues
with these works.

APOLOGIES
Clir B Quayle ClIr L Hitchings (online via Microsoft Teams)

TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS

None had been submitted.

MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS HELD ON 29t JULY 2024

It was PROPOSED by ClIr Holmes, SECONDED by Clir Cross and AGREED unanimously that
the Minutes be APPROVED and SIGNED.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE
The paper was noted (see Appendix A).

Rugby Club Lease — The lease was signed by the Rugby Club Chairman and then it was
countersigned by the Chairman of the Town Council 14 days later, as legally required, on the 28th
August 2024. Copies have been exchanged and the new lease is now in place. Meetings have
been held to explain the maintenance and Health and Safety checks the Town Council did are
now the responsibility of the Rugby Club.

Elizabeth Road Allotments — Dorset Council has sent over the proposed Heads of Terms, which
mirror the Town Clerk’s original request on behalf of the Town Council. The Heads of Terms have
been checked by the Chairman of Council and sent back confirming approval. We are now
awaiting a response from the Dorset Council.

Community Fridge

- Two meetings were held on 31st July and 6th September between the Town Clerk and
volunteers to discuss usage, with Cllr Stevens in attendance at the most recent meeting.

- The Tesco Stronger Starts scheme resulted in a grant of £1,000 and the paperwork has been
submitted for the claim. Part of the grant was to support the youth centre’s electricity bill, pay
for jute reusable bags, promotion and useful items such as biodegradable food bags to help
prolong the life of fruit and veg, and a retractable banner. These items were used at the Leisure
Centre 30th anniversary event on 30th August and the Community Expo on 28th September.

- The volunteers are also attending as many of the Wellness Walk-ins as possible.

- A Teams meeting was held on site at the Fridge on 14th August 2024 between the Town Clerk
and FareShare. The lack of food collections from Tesco was raised, due to a significant drop in
amounts, and it was explained that the collections are limited by being ambient only. Moving to
the chilled category means we must accept ‘use by’ items, which is not currently done. This
was discussed at a Fridge meeting on 6th September and volunteers felt they should remain
with ambient, because that still includes fruit and vegetables, which are the products that fill the
Fridge. We do not want to start collecting ‘use by’ items at this time.

Winner of the Tree Photography Competition — The trophy was presented to the winner of the
competition at the Community Expo on Saturday.
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TOWN CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE (cont.)

Corn Exchange

- The site visits on Thursday 15th August went well and 30 people walked the venue that
morning and learnt a bit more about the project and its priorities.

- Regarding the two funding applications the Town Clerk submitted, one has responded to say
an application was previously made (which was by IPA) and they don’t accept second
applications and the National Lottery Fund has advised they are not able to fund the project.

- The hoarding artwork was installed on Tuesday 10th September 2024 by the staff and has
been well received!

Bicycle Repair Station — The bicycle repair station cost £1,120 and in addition it was £789 for
Dorset Council to install it. The unit arrived on Thursday 29th August and the Operations Manager
informed the Dorset Council the same day, because they are being paid to install it. Offcamber
kindly agreed to sponsor the unit to the value of £250 and have agreed to offer sessions to show
people how to use it. The Town Council’s logo has been printed onto a sticker for the side of the
unit and Offcamber’s will also be displayed. An official opening will be arranged once the Dorset
Council has installed it.

Cemetery of the Year — Blandford Forum Town Council’s Cemetery has scooped a prize at the
National Cemetery of the Year Awards for the second year running! Grounds staff, Neil Churchill
(pictured left) and Gary Ayriss, who are part of the team that maintain the cemetery, collected the
award on behalf of the Town Council. The Business Support Officer, Kat Clark administers the
cemetery and had submitted the entry. Blandford Forum Town Council won the 2024/25 Gold
prize in the Parish, Town and Community Council Cemetery category of the National Competition
and received the award at the ‘Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management Learning
Convention and Exhibition’ earlier this month.

Community Expo — The exhibitors from Saturday’s event have been thanked for their attendance
on Saturday morning at Legion House. We have apologised that it was a disappointing turnout,
but thanked them for trialling it with us and giving up their Saturday morning. We explained that
we carried out the same promotion we would normally do for the biannual event held in Corn
Exchange, which is usually full of hustle and bustle, but obviously hadn’t appreciated the amount
of footfall that comes from being in the town centre.

From discussions with Councillors and staff present on the day, we have decided to postpone the
next Community Expo until March 2026 when the Corn Exchange is open. Councillors asked that
it is reconsidered and perhaps a network event for local groups and organisations could be held
instead.

CIVIC REPORT

The paper was distributed to Councillors via email prior to the meeting (see Appendix B).

RECOMMENDATIONS AND RECEIPT OF MINUTES

RECREATION &AMENITIES MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 16™ SEPTEMBER 2024

85.1.1 Recommendations

None

85.1.2 The Minutes were RECEIVED.

85.2 FINANCE & STAFFING MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 23RC SEPTEMBER 2024
85.2.1 Recommendations
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RECOMMENDATIONS AND RECEIPT OF MINUTES (cont.)

Minute No. 26 — TO RETROSPECTIVELY APPROVE EXPENDITURE FOR HEALTH
SURVEILLANCE

It was PROPOSED by CliIr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by ClIr Cross and AGREED unanimously
that

The councillors approve retrospective expenditure of up to £2,500 using funds from
the Staff Training and Travel Expenses budget line.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

85.2.2 The Minutes were RECEIVED.

86.

TO CONSIDER THE CO-OPTION OF TOWN COUNCILLORS
The paper was noted (see Appendix C).

It was PROPOSED by ClIr H Miéville, SECONDED by CliIr Lacey-Clarke and AGREED (8 in
favour, 1 against, 1 abstention) that

The Town Council starts the co-option process in January 2025, advertising the
vacancy to the public, after having approached the Dorset Council to verify the
process at this stage in the term.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

Post Meeting Note: The Dorset Council Elections team has confirmed that, because the vacancies are

from the last set of all out elections in May, the Town Council can go straight to advertisement when it is
ready to do so. The casual vacancy notice would only be issued if somebody who was elected resigns or
passes away, etc.

87.

88.

TO CONSIDER AMENDING THE TOWN COUNCIL REMITS TO REFLECT THE STANDING
ORDERS

The paper was noted (see Appendix D).
It was PROPOSED by Clir Chapman, SECONDED by Clir Cross and AGREED unanimously that
- The R&A, T&GP and F&S Committee Remits are noted, but not amended.

- The Planning Remit is amended to match the Corn Exchange Remit (meaning the
quorum would be at least one-third of the whole number of members of the council
but no less than three):

All Councillors are members of Town Council Corn Exchange meetings and the
quorum shall be as per the Standing Orders for a full council meeting.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

TO CONSIDER RETROSPECTIVE EXPENDITURE TO REPLACE LEAD ON OFFICE ROOF
AND FUTURE PREVENTATIVE MEASURES

The paper was noted (see Appendix E).

It was PROPOSED by ClIr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by ClIr Stevens and AGREED
unanimously that

Councillors retrospectively approve expenditure of £5,000 for the cost of repairing
the theft of lead from the Town Clerk’s Office roof using funds from budget line 4721
Corn Exchange vandalism, and £1,459.00 to enhance the security and temporarily
move control to the temporary offices using funds from the CCTV budget line.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |
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89. TO RECEIVE THE MARKET TRANSFER FROM THE DORSET COUNCIL
The paper was noted (see Appendix F).

It was PROPOSED by Clir Holmes, SECONDED by CliIr Clarkson and but NOT AGREED (2 in
favour, 7 against, 1 abstention) that the Town Council awaits the solicitor’s report before making a
decision.

It was then PROPOSED by ClIr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Clir H Miéville and AGREED (8 in
favour, 2 abstentions) that

The Town Council accepts the market transfer from Dorset Council, subject to no
concerns being raised by the Town Council’s solicitor. The matter will be brought
back to council should concerns be raised.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

90. TO CONSIDER GRANT APPLICATIONS
90.1 Home-Start Blackmore Vale

The paper was noted (see Appendix G) and it was PROPOSED by Clir Cross, SECONDED by
Clir Putt and AGREED unanimously that

The Town Council does not approve a grant of £1,000 for Home-Start Blackmore
Vale on this occasion.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

91. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE AND CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS REGARDING THE:
91.1 Neighbourhood Plan — Blandford + Monitoring Group

The next meeting is scheduled for 28" October 2024 and the Group is currently awaiting
confirmation of which Dorset Council Cabinet meeting the amendments will be taken to for
consideration.

91.2 BFTC Commemoration Group

There will be more news after a meeting later this week.

91.3 VE Day 80
The paper was noted (see Appendix H).

It was PROPOSED by Clir H Miéville, SECONDED by Clir Holmes and AGREED unanimously
that
The Town Council approves the civic aspect of the anniversary, with refreshments
after the morning event and prior to the evening event, and then delegates
discussions about the party element to the working group. In addition, the D-Day 80
window competition is repeated for this event.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |
Clir Chapman offered the help of the WI for refreshments on VE Day.

91.4 Climate Change & Biodiversity

It was PROPOSED by Clir H Miéville, SECONDED by ClIr Putt and AGREED (7 in favour, 2
against, 1 abstention) that

The Town Council amends the Climate Change and Biodiversity Working
Group/Action Plan to the Climate Change, Biodiversity & Nature Action Plan.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |
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91. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE AND CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS REGARDING THE: (cont.)
91.4 Climate Change & Biodiversity (cont.)

There are a lot of cigarette butts by the taxi rank, outside barbers, charity shops, take-aways,
pubs, etc. and the working group would like to ask these places to put something out to collect the
butts instead of them being left on the floor.

Clir Lacey-Clarke requested a recorded vote on this item.

It was PROPOSED by Clir H Miéville, SECONDED by Clir Holmes and AGREED (7 in favour, 3
abstentions) that

The Town Council writes a letter to shops/businesses, signed by the Mayor, asking
if they would kindly ask their customers to put their cigarette butts in a suitable
receptacle outside their premises. In addition, the Dorset Council is asked to ensure
the key, problem areas and pavements are cleaned.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

In Favour Abstentions

Clir H Mieville Clir S Hitchings
CllIr Stevens Clir T Clarkson
Clir Putt Clir Lacey-Clarke
Clir Chapman

CllIr Cross

Cllr Holmes

Clir Y Miéville

91.5 Dorset Council Grant to support the Market Area Enhancement Project

The working group chairman, Cllr Stevens agreed with Mr Roberts who attended the first part of
the meeting that it would be good to have a public meeting to discuss the proposals and
consultation outcome prior to moving forward.

The Town Council holds a public meeting for residents and businesses at 6pm in the Parish
Church, which can be arranged and agreed at a working group meeting.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

92. REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ORGANISATIONS

Clir Stevens mentioned how the Town Clerk continues to run the Community Fridge and there are
a really good number of reliable volunteers. He also referred to recent activities carried out by the
William Williams Charitable Trust and the excellent work they do.

93. PLANNING MATTERS
The paper was noted (see Appendix I).

93. PLANNING MATTERS (cont.)

93.1 P/PIP/2024/05241 — 6 Market Place, Blandford Forum, DT11 7EE, Conversion of part of building
to up to 3no. dwellings (Use Class C3) (Permission in principle)

It was PROPOSED by CllIr Chapman, SECONDED by Cllr Holmes and AGREED (9 in favour, 1
against) that

The Town Council objects to the application due to overdevelopment of the site.
| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |
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94. CONFIDENTIAL

It was PROPOSED by CliIr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Clir H Miéville and AGREED
unanimously that

The public and press may be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that
publicity might be prejudicial to the public interest as per Public Bodies (Admission
to Meetings) Act 1960.

94.1 TO CONSIDER NOMINATIONS TO PRESENT CERTIFICATES TO MEMBERS OF THE
COMMUNITY
Nomination 1

It was PROPOSED by CliIr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by ClIr Stevens and AGREED (9 in
favour, 1 against) that

The Town Council approves the nomination and arranges a presentation at
the earliest opportunity.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

Nomination 2

It was PROPOSED by CliIr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by ClIr Chapman and AGREED
unanimously that

The Town Council approves the nomination and arranges a presentation at
the earliest opportunity.

| ACTION: TOWN CLERK |

The meeting closed at 9:30pm.

SIGNED ....ciiiiiiii e DATED
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