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BLANDFORD FORUM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting 

Held on Monday 28th October 2024 at 7:00pm in Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion 
 

PRESENT 
 

Cllr N Lacey-Clarke – Chairman of Council  Cllr H Miéville – Vice Chairman of Council 
Cllr S Hitchings    Cllr Y Miéville   
Cllr C Stevens    Cllr M Putt 
Cllr A Cross    Cllr R Holmes 
Cllr S Chapman    Cllr T Clarkson  
Cllr B Quayle    Cllr L Hitchings   

   
IN ATTENDANCE 

 

 Town Clerk    Operations Manager 
   
95. PUBLIC SESSION 
 

95.1 Ian Ricketts – former Chairman of Blandford Allotment Society – The Chairman of Council 
welcomed Ian Ricketts to the meeting and explained that he was invited to attend so that 
Councillors could thank him for all his efforts as Chairman of the Blandford Allotment Society. The 
Town Council was sorry to hear he is standing down but wanted to take the opportunity to 
highlight his voluntary contribution by presenting him with a Certificate of Appreciation, which is 
voted on by Councillors. Ian has been brilliant to work with throughout his time as Chairman of the 
Blandford Allotment Society, despite this being a particularly challenging period. During Ian’s time 
as Chairman there has been the long running allotment relocation to the new site and he has 
handled this calmly and been an excellent conduit between the Town Council and members of the 
Allotment Society and plot holders. He has made what is a hard process that much easier by his 
attitude and willingness to work closely with the Town Council. Ian was also Chairman during the 
removal of the diseased trees in 2018 and the changing of the water system at Elizabeth Road in 
2023 as well as numerous other projects. Ian has been a pleasure to work with during this time. 
He thanked the Town Council for its support and added the example of the hazel coppice work at 
Elizabeth Road.  

 

95.2 Book – Cllr Cross mentioned the Town Museum’s book about the 1831 Riots and said that if any 
Councillors had subscribed to it, he will let the Museum know.  

 

95.3 RBL Poppy Launch – Cllr Lacey-Clarke thanked Terry Clarkson, Bryan and Byron Quayle for all 
their work into the launch of the Poppy Collection. 

 
96. REPORT FROM DORSET COUNCIL COUNCILLORS 
 

 Cllr Quayle mentioned the variety of activities at the Children’s Centre and asked Councillors to 
inform local businesses of grants from the Dorset Council.  

 

 The school crossing patrol position has been filled. However, there still isn’t a community 
highways officer for the Blandford area and Cllr Quayle asked Councillors to let him know of any 
highways concerns. 

 

 Cllr H Miéville asked about the Dorset Council parking review and Cllr Quayle said there had 
been 31 recommendations but they are on hold due to the new administration. Cllr H Miéville also 
asked about the Shared Prosperity Fund and Cllr Quayle said he would forward details to all 
Councillors.  

   
97. APOLOGIES 
 

 None  
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98.  TO RECEIVE ANY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 

 None  
 
99. MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS:  
 

99.1 Special Confidential Meeting held on 16th September 2024  
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Holmes, SECONDED by Cllr Chapman and AGREED (10 in favour, 2 
abstentions) that the Minutes be APPROVED and SIGNED. 

 

99.2 Town Council Meeting held on 30th September 2024 
  

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Cross, SECONDED by Cllr Clarkson and AGREED (10 in favour, 2 
abstentions) that the Minutes be APPROVED and SIGNED. 

 
100.  TOWN CLERK’S REPORT & CORRESPONDENCE  
  

The paper was noted (see Appendix A). 
 

Antivirus Licenses – The ESET antivirus licenses are expiring soon, and the external IT support 
provider is in the process of transitioning customers to a different product called Sophos. It works 
similarly to ESET but is easier to manage and now more affordable due to price changes. Sophos 
is £2 per month per workstation (we have 8 in total), costing us £16/month (£192/year), compared 
to ESET's renewal of £248/year. Sophos is billed monthly, so it adjusts if our user count changes, 
avoiding paying for unused licenses. The migration, managed by the IT support provider, is free 
and quick since our machines are already set up RMM. 

 

FOI Request – A request was received from Morecambe Town Council via the Freedom of 
Information Act for details about staff salaries, and this was responded to the following day, 
although the Town Council has 20 days in which to respond to an FOI request. 

 

Replacement Laptop – The Market Manager has had his BFTC laptop since 2016 and recently 
requested a replacement due to the speed at which his was working. Two quotes were sought, 
and a new laptop has been ordered via the external IT support provider at £659 + VAT.  

 

Food Business – With the indoor market café being relocated to Woodhouse Gardens pavilion, 
there was a need to register the venue as a Food Business with the Dorset Council. This was 
done at the beginning of the month, and the Environmental Health Officer has arranged to visit 
when the café is in operation. A sail banner and A-frames are now being displayed in the Market 
Place and at Woodhouse Gardens to help promote the café and the sail banner is generic and 
can therefore be used for any pop-up café at Woodhouse Gardens.  

 

Langton Road Car Park Electric Vehicle Charging Hub – The Dorset Council has advised of work 
planned to install three new rapid electric vehicle charge points in the Langton Road Car Park as 
part of the Council’s Charging Ahead Programme, which aims to improve the EV charging 
infrastructure in the County as part of the Council’s strategy to meet its zero carbon goals by 
2040. These chargers will sit alongside the existing rapid charger in the car park. The work was 
planned to start 22nd October 2024 and will take 2-3 weeks. Away from the planned charging bay 
area it is not expected that the car park area will be affected.  

 

Corn Exchange – A journalist from BBC South has emailed to say he has noticed that we have 
the work ongoing at the Corn Exchange and it would be great to write a story on this for the BBC 
News website, to update their audience. They would also like to do a brief Corn Exchange history 
as part of this. The Town Clerk has therefore sent all the information required.  

 

Donation – The Town Clerk advised that the donation from the Freemasonry and the Lodge and 
Honour and Friendship No 1266 is not taking place because the Fridge is not a registered charity.  
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101. CIVIC REPORT 
 

The paper will be distributed to Councillors via email after the meeting (see Appendix B). 
 
7:14pm – Cllr L Hitchings left the meeting.  
 
102. RECOMMENDATIONS AND RECEIPT OF MINUTES  
 

102.1 Town & General Purposes Committee Meeting dated 30th September 2024  
 

 102.2 Recommendations 
  None  
 

 102.3 The MINUTES were RECEIVED.  
 
103. TO RECEIVE THE APPROVED EXTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT FOR 2023/2024  
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix C). 
 

Cllr Lacey-Clarke thanked staff for their efforts in reaching this excellent outcome. 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Chapman and AGREED (11 in 
favour, 1 non-vote) that 

 

The Town Council receives and notes the External Auditor’s report for the 2023/24 
financial year. 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
104. TO CONSIDER RESOLUTIONS FROM THE DAPTC FOR ITS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix D). 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Cross and AGREED (11 in favour, 
1 non-vote) that 

 

Cllr Stevens has the voting power on behalf of the Town Council at the AGM.  
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

7:22pm – Cllr L Hitchings returned to the meeting. 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Lacey-Clarke, SECONDED by Cllr Cross and AGREED (7 in favour, 5 
against) that 

 

The Town Council does not support the DAPTC organisation to transition from a 
constituted membership to a company limited by guarantee. 

 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
105. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE AND CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS REGARDING THE: 
 

105.1 Neighbourhood Plan Working Group – Blandford +   
 

  Cllr Cross informed Councillors that a Group meeting had been held that morning.  
 

105.2 BFTC Commemoration Group 
 

Cllr Cross advised that now Roger Carter has returned to the UK a meeting has been 
arranged, which will focus on the exhibition to be held in the Pavilion, supporting the event 
being held outside.  
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105. TO RECEIVE AN UPDATE AND CONSIDER ANY REQUESTS REGARDING THE: (CONT.) 
 

105.3 Climate, Biodiversity & Nature 
 

105.3.1 To receive a report on the use of glyphosate in Town Council areas 
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix E). 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr H Mieville, SECONDED by Cllr Cross and AGREED (11 in 
favour, 1 abstention) that 

 

Councillors instruct officers to use up any remaining product and then 
purchase the New-Way Weedspray and put forward a budget figure for the 
2025/26 financial year. No additional manpower will be required. Councillors 
would like to receive a report on how effective the product is and how time 
efficient it is. This will be reviewed in June 2025 with a report to council from 
the Operations Manager, who will explore ways of managing the matter. 
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
 

105.3.2 To consider the Business Charter Litter Watch initiative 
 

The paper was noted (see Appendix F). 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr S Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr Putt and AGREED (11 in 
favour, 1 against) that 

 

The Town Council does not pursue the initiative and instead shares the 
information with the Dorset Council, asking them to consider adopting it. 
 

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 

 
105.4 Dorset Council Grant to support the Market Area Enhancement Project 

 

Cllr Stevens informed Councillors that he has spoken to chambers from other areas where 
pedestrianisation is in place and will report back in due course.   

    
106. REPORTS FROM COMMUNITY AND LOCAL ORGANISATIONS 
 

 None  
 
107. CONFIDENTIAL 
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr Holmes, SECONDED by Cllr Chapman and AGREED unanimously 
that 

The public and press may be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that 
publicity might be prejudicial to the public interest as per Public Bodies (Admission 
to Meetings) Act 1960. 

 
107.1 To receive a further update and consider approval of the options within the Heads of 

Terms for the land north of the bypass  
 

It was PROPOSED by Cllr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr Holmes and AGREED 
unanimously that 

 

The Town Council offers a five-year fixed term option period at the cost of 
£15,000 payable immediately upon signing. The Town Council does not wish 
to enter into negotiations.  

ACTION:  TOWN CLERK 
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107.2 Remembrance Briefing 
 

The Town Clerk updated Councillors on the plans for Remembrance Sunday, with the new 
layout in the Market Place due to the hoarding around the Corn Exchange.  

 
 

 

The meeting closed at 8:42pm. 
 
 
 
 

SIGNED ….………………………………………….………………………       DATED ………..…………. 


	PRESENT
	IN ATTENDANCE

