
 

 

 BLANDFORD FORUM 

TOWN COUNCIL 
 

To:   All Town Councillors    Dorset Council Councillors 
 Members of the Public & Press    
 
Dear Member, 
 

TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 
 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Town Council which will be held in the Woodhouse 
Gardens Pavilion, The Tabernacle, Blandford Forum DT11 7GQ on Monday 28th October 2024 
at 7:00 pm to consider the following items. This meeting will also be available to view online using 
Microsoft Teams using this link.  

 
Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk 
21st October 2024 
 
 

A G E N D A 
 

Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour, which may be extended at 
the discretion of the Council, during which time members of the public may speak. During the course of the meeting, 
members of the public and our elected representatives from the Dorset Council may indicate they wish to speak, and, 
at the discretion of the Chairman, and with the approval of the Members, they may be allowed to do so on points of 
information only. The Council may on occasion invite members of the public to comment on specific issues where 
points of information or their particular knowledge on a subject might prove of benefit to the Council.  
 

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise of any of 
its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, religion, belief or disability), Crime & 
Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. Disabled access is available. 
 

All in attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may occur during the meeting. 

 
1. Public Session 
  

1.1 Ian Ricketts – former Chairman of Blandford Allotment Society 
 

2. Report from Dorset Council Councillors 
 
3. Apologies 
 
4. To receive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 
 
5. Minutes of Meetings: 
 

5.1 Special Confidential Meeting held on 16th September 2024 (distributed to Councillors) 
 

5.2 Town Council Meeting held on 30th September 2024  
 
6. Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence  
 
7. Civic Report (paper to follow)  

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2NmODRiYTEtMTIxOS00MjQwLWE2ZjgtMjVhMWRjZWIxYjFl%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220c3baf8d-62e3-449c-a9c3-94a2df169799%22%7d
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/10/300924.pdf


 

 

 
8. Recommendations and Receipt of Minutes  
 

8.1 Town & General Purposes Committee Meeting dated 30th September 2024  
 

  8.3.1 Recommendations 
  8.3.2 To Receive the MINUTES 
 
9. To receive the approved External Auditor’s Report for 2023/2024  
  
10. To consider resolutions from the DAPTC for its Annual General Meeting 
 
11. To receive an update and consider any requests regarding the: 
 

11.1 Neighbourhood Plan Working Group – Blandford +   
 

11.2 BFTC Commemoration Group 
 

11.3 Climate Change & Biodiversity  
 

11.3.1 To receive a report on the use of glyphosate in Town Council areas 
 

11.3.2 To consider the Business Charter Litter Watch initiative 
 

11.4 Dorset Council Grant to support the Market Area Enhancement Project 
 
12. Reports from Community and Local Organisations (Councillors are requested to advise the 

Chairman of Council or the Town Clerk if they wish to make a report under this heading) 
 
13. Confidential  
 

 The public and press may be excluded from the meeting on the grounds that publicity might 
be prejudicial to the public interest as per the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960. 

 

13.1 To receive a further update and consider approval of the options within the Heads of 
Terms for the land north of the bypass (report to follow) 

 

13.2 Remembrance Briefing 

 
 
 
 
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
3rd November  Royal British Legion Cemetery Service 
8th November   Remembrance School Involvement at 10:30 at the churchyard   
10th November  Remembrance Sunday Parade 2:30pm 
11th November  Armistice Day 10:45am 
18th November  Planning Meeting 
 

Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings are available from Blandford Library, the 
Town Clerk’s Office and at www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

 
Twinned with Preetz, Germany 

 

 

Twinned with Mortain, France 
 

 

 

Town Clerk’s Office 

Church Lane, Blandford Forum  

Dorset DT11 7AD 

Tel: 01258 454500 

Email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/


 

 

 
Agenda Item No. 6 

Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence 

 

Antivirus Licenses – The ESET antivirus licenses are expiring soon, and the external IT support 
provider is in the process of transitioning customers to a different product called Sophos. It works 
similarly to ESET but is easier to manage and now more affordable due to price changes. Sophos 
is £2 per month per workstation (we have 8 in total), costing us £16/month (£192/year), compared 
to ESET's renewal of £248/year. Sophos is billed monthly, so it adjusts if our user count changes, 
avoiding paying for unused licenses. The migration, managed by the IT support provider, is free 
and quick since our machines are already set up RMM. 
 
FOI Request – A request was received from Morecambe Town Council via the Freedom of 
Information Act for details about staff salaries, and this was responded to the following day, 
although the Town Council has 20 days in which to respond to an FOI request. 
 
Replacement Laptop – The Market Manager has had his BFTC laptop since 2016 and recently 
requested a replacement due to the speed at which his was working. Two quotes were sought, and 
a new laptop has been ordered via the external IT support provider at £659 + VAT.  
 
Food Business – With the indoor market café being relocated to Woodhouse Gardens pavilion, 
there was a need to register the venue as a Food Business with the Dorset Council. This was done 
at the beginning of the month, and the Environmental Health Officer has arranged to visit when the 
café is in operation. A sail banner and A-frames are now being displayed in the Market Place and 
at Woodhouse Gardens to help promote the café and the sail banner is generic and can therefore 
be used for any pop-up café at Woodhouse Gardens.  
 

Langton Road Car Park Electric Vehicle Charging Hub – The Dorset Council has advised of work 
planned to install three new rapid electric vehicle charge points in the Langton Road Car Park as 
part of the Council’s Charging Ahead Programme, which aims to improve the EV charging 
infrastructure in the County as part of the Council’s strategy to meet its zero carbon goals by 2040. 
These chargers will sit alongside the existing rapid charger in the car park. The work was planned 
to start 22nd October 2024 and will take 2-3 weeks. Away from the planned charging bay area it is 
not expected that the car park area will be affected.  
 

Corn Exchange – A journalist from BBC South has emailed to say he has noticed that we have the 
work ongoing at the Corn Exchange and it would be great to write a story on this for the BBC News 
website, to update their audience. They would also like to do a brief Corn Exchange history as part 
of this. The Town Clerk has therefore sent all the information required.  
 

Donation – The Freemasonry and the Lodge and Honour and Friendship No 1266 has written to 
the Blandford Community Fridge to announce a donation of £250. The Lodge stated that charity 
has always been a core principle and members make an important contribution at a local, national 
and global level every year by giving both their time and money to make a real difference to a 
number of organisations and communities. There are many ways in which the Lodge raises money 
for charity; with members engaging in many activities including regular lodge raffles, community 
fundraising and volunteering, as well as a varied programme of events where spouses, partners 
and families are welcome.  
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 Agenda Item No. 9 
 

To receive the approved External Auditor’s Report for 2023/2024 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 
 

Recommendation  
 

This is an excellent response to the Town Council’s audit and Councillors are asked to note and 
approve it.   
 

Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk  
11th October 2024 



 

 

 

Agenda Item No. 10 
 

To consider resolutions from DAPTC for the Annual General Meeting  
 

 



 

 

 



 

 
 



 

 

 

 
             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

          Agenda Item No. 11.3.1 
 

To consider a report on the use of Glyphosate-based weedkillers 
in Town Council areas 

 
 
Background 
 

Following a request from Councillors, I have reviewed the Town Council’s use of glyphosate-based 
weedkillers and explored potential alternatives. 
 
Safety Measures 
 

It is important to note that, regardless of the product selected, only trained staff will be authorised 
to apply any herbicides. All personnel will be equipped with appropriate Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE), including spraying suits. 
 
Current Use of Glyphosate 
 

We currently use a glyphosate-based weedkiller (trade name Roundup) across several venues: 
 
Larksmead: Applied along the inner fence line. While strimming is an option, it risks damaging the 
fence and would require more frequent maintenance. 
   
Woodhouse Gardens: Used on paths and along the surrounding walls. 
 
Amenity Areas: Applied to paths and edging around walls and fences. 
 
Park Road: Used on paths. 
 
Cemetery: Sprayed around all memorials to avoid strimming, which can cause damage and lead to 
complaints. Hand-pulling weeds would require substantial staff time and be more frequent. This 
product is also used on paths and boundary walls at this site. 
 
Additionally, we have performed ad hoc applications for external bodies, for example footpaths 
were sprayed for the Dorset Council in 2019. 
 
Alternative Product   
 

I consulted with our supplier regarding alternatives to glyphosate. They recommended New-Way 
Weedspray, a natural product composed of acetic acid, similar to a highly concentrated vinegar. 
While precautions are necessary in confined spaces and with the concentrated form due to its 
irritant properties, it is generally regarded as safe. 
 
Application Rates and Costs 
 

New-Way Weedspray can be mixed at a ratio of 1 part product to 3 parts water, effectively 
targeting soft tissue weeds such as grasses and broadleaf weeds, as well as moss.  
 

Glyphosate: Typically applied at 10 litres per hectare, costing approximately £1.50 per 100 square 
meters. 
 

New-Way Weedspray: Typically applied at 65-125 litres per hectare, costing between £4.94 and 
£9.50 per 100 square meters. 
 
 



 

 

As such, non-glyphosate options are significantly more expensive. A trial of New-Way Weedspray 
could be conducted in the spring, when weed growth is at its peak; however, we should budget for 
the additional costs involved. 
 
The major difference for the grounds team is that Roundup takes within 2-3 hours, and New-Way 
takes 2-3 days and if it rains within that time the product is washed away and would need to be 
reapplied. This reduces the window of opportunity and also means staff time could be duplicated if 
forecasts aren’t accurate.  
 
Recommendations 
 

It is recommended that Councillors instruct officers to use up any remaining product and then 
purchase the New-Way Weedspray and include additional budget for the 2025/26 financial year.  
 

It is not recommended that we no longer tackle weeds because we have received numerous 
complaints about the back of the churchyard since the church asked us to stop maintaining it and 
our focus is on providing recreation areas that need to be accessible to the public.  
 
Jon Goodenough 
Operations Manager 
3rd October 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Agenda Item No. 11.3.2 

Business Charter Litter Watch 

 
Linked to the last meeting, when Councillors were updated on a discussion the climate working 
group had about cigarette butts being dropped outside businesses, working group member John 
Dallison informed attendees that there is a Keep Britain Tidy campaign that can be used. He 
advised that there are also agreements you can get businesses to sign up to where they look after 
the areas at the front of their shops/businesses. It is called a Business Environmental Charter and 
is from Business Charter Litter Watch. The summary information is shown at Appendix A.  
 
Recommendation  
 

It is recommended that Councillors consider if this is an initiative they would like to implement. 
 
Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk  
15th October 2024 

Appendix A 

The Business Environmental Charter 
 
The Business Environmental Charter is an entirely voluntary agreement between your business 
and Litter Watch. It provides a framework for businesses to identify how, when and where litter 
problems are arising, and to work in partnership with the Litter Watch to resolve these issues. 
 

Who is the Business Environmental Charter for? 
The Environmental Charter is for any business in the following towns Smethwick, Tipton, Rowley, 
Wednesbury, Oldbury and West Bromwich, large or small, which through its operations or staff may 
produce smoking related litter. By signing up to the Charter, your business is demonstrating a 
commitment to reducing the level of smoking related litter on our streets and keeping the 
environment a clean and safe place to work, live and visit. 
 

What are the benefits to your business? 
Signing up to the Business Environmental Charter provides you with the following benefits: 
 

• Clean public spaces attract custom 
The quality of public space matters to everyone including businesses. Cigarette ends and other 
items discarded as litter degrade the perception of a business and will reduce trade. Businesses 
are, in part, responsible for managing this issue. 
 

• Demonstrating good practice 
Businesses are powerful role models to customers – they can make a real difference by setting a 
strong example for instance, by displaying a poster to encourage customers and employees not to 
litter. 
 

• Statutory obligations 
Businesses are obliged to keep their land clear of litter and manage their trade waste. Legislation is 
available to local authorities to serve notice on those businesses that create excess litter, requiring 
that they clean up to 100m either side of their business. 
 

• Local agreements are best 
The Business Environmental Charter sets standards for different business types to make voluntary 
arrangements with the City of London Corporation that enable 
everyone to play their part in pledging to keep the environment clean and tidy. 
 

https://www.litterwatch.org.uk/business-charter


 

 

After you have signed up 
Our Street Business & Community Liaison Officer may make an arrangement to meet with you 
informally to discuss a set of minimum standards to achieve. 
• Information and advice on positioning bins around your premises 
• Planned and ad hoc enforcement activities 
 

What Litter Watch can do for you? 
As part of the Charter, the Business & Community Liaison Officer can: 
• Offer free advice and assistance with tackling litter 
• Discuss with you any issues raised by the checklist and help you in finding solutions to litter 
around your premises 
• Ensure that all streets are part of a cleaning schedule. Any recommendations made as a result of 
the Business Environmental Charter are suggestions only. This is a voluntary agreement, and as a 
business you will only ever be asked to do what is reasonable and achievable. 
 

Reducing Smoking Related Litter - Solutions 
Businesses that fail to maintain a clean and litter-free area around their premises are potentially 
subject to heavy financial penalties. Here are some ideas for reducing smoking related litter: 
• Installing adequate numbers of cigarette bins around the business premises 
• Putting posters up in windows to discourage customers from smoking 
• Running internal anti-littering campaigns 
• Providing portable ashtrays to customers and staff 
• Keeping the premises and surrounding area clean by having regular clean-ups and sweeping 
whenever necessary 
• Communicate with employees and work with them to produce a smoke-free policy or code of 
conduct 
• Encourage and foster a litter conscious attitude amongst staff 
 

What the law says about litter 
In general, litter is defined as ‘anything that is dropped, thrown, left or deposited that causes 
defacement, in a public place that is found discarded onto public streets or open spaces’. This 
includes smoking related litter arising from occasions when employees congregate outside to 
smoke on the highway or public land. 
 

Sandwell Council can issue the following notices: 
 

Street Litter Control Notice - Section 93 Environmental Protection Act 1990 
If there is a lot of cigarette litter on the street outside of your premises you could be issued with this 
notice. This requires the owner or occupier of the premises to keep the front of the premises, plus a 
reasonable distance either side clear of litter. 
 

Litter Clearing Notice - Clean Neighbourhood Act 2005 
Excessive litter on your premises could result in your business being issued with a Litter Clearing 
Notice. This requires the owner or occupier to clear the land of litter. 
 

Fixed Penalty Notice - Section 87 Environmental Protection Act 1990 
Your staff and customers could be subject to a fixed penalty notice if witnessed dropping litter on 
the street outside your premises. 
 

Disclaimer 
This document can only serve as a guide to, and synopsis of the law relating to waste and litter. It 
does not constitute legal advice. It may be misleading if relied upon as a complete explanation of 
the legal issues involves. If any matter is to be acted upon, the full texts of part IV of the 
Environmental Protection Act 1990 and relevant statutory instruments must be consulted. 
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