
 

 

 

  

 

 BLANDFORD FORUM 

TOWN COUNCIL 
 
To:   Town & General Purposes Committee Members (Cllr C Stevens, Cllr R Holmes, Cllr N 

Lacey-Clarke, Cllr H Miéville, Cllr Y Miéville, Cllr T Clarkson, Cllr S Hitchings, Cllr S 
Chapman, Cllr B Quayle)  
 

All other members of the Town Council    Dorset Council Councillors  
Members of the Public & the Press     

 
 
Dear Member, 
 

TOWN & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Town & General Purposes Committee which 
will be held in the Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion, The Tabernacle, Blandford Forum DT11 
7GQ on Monday 30th September 2024 to follow the Town Council meeting that starts at 
7pm to consider the following items. This meeting will also be available to view online using 
Microsoft Teams using this link. 

 
Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk 
23rd September 2024 
 

A G E N D A 
 

Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour, 
which may be extended at the discretion of the Committee, during which time members of the 
public may speak. During the course of the meeting, members of the public and our elected 
representatives from the Dorset Council may indicate they wish to speak, and, at the 
discretion of the Chairman, and with the approval of the Members, they may be allowed to do 
so on points of information only. The Committee may on occasion invite members of the 
public to comment on specific issues where points of information or their particular 
knowledge on a subject might prove of benefit to the Committee.  
 

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters 
in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, 
marital status, religion, belief or disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety and Human 
Rights. Disabled access is available. 
 

All in attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may 
occur during the meeting. 
 
 

1. Public Session 
 

2. Apologies 
 

3. To receive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations  
 

4. Minutes of the meeting held on 15th July 2024  
 

5. Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZTA3MGNkMjAtZjA1OC00ZThhLThiMDAtYTBiNDQxNWMxNTcy%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220c3baf8d-62e3-449c-a9c3-94a2df169799%22%7d
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/150724.pdf


 

 

 

  

 

 

6. General Updates from: 
 

6.1 Blandford Business Support Group 
6.2 Blandford Police (report to follow) 
6.3 Market Manager  

 
7. Review of Town & General Purposes Budgets 
 

7.1 Analytical Review of Revenue Budget to 31st August 2024    
7.2 Review of Earmarked Reserves to 31st August 2024   
7.3 Reserve Accounts to 31st August 2024   

 
8.     To agree dates for the remaining free parking days 
 
9. Christmas 2024   
 

9.1 To consider Christmas Window Competition details and expenditure approval 
for proposed prize money  

 

9.2 To appoint the judges for the Christmas Window Competition 2024 
 

9.3 To approve a newsletter to all businesses regarding the small Christmas trees 
and decorations 

 
10.  An opportunity for Members to suggest items for possible inclusion in the 2025/2026 

budget to enable time for officers to investigate costs that can be brought back to the 
next Committee meeting in November  

 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

14th October   Planning Meeting 
21st October   Town Council Meeting (Corn Exchange) 
28th October  Town Council Meeting followed by Trust Meeting 
3rd November  Royal British Legion Cemetery Service 
  

Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings are available from Blandford 
Library, the Town Clerk’s Office and online at www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk. 

 
 

Twinned with Preetz, Germany 
 

Twinned with Mortain, France 
 

 
 

 

Town Clerk’s Office 

Church Lane, Blandford Forum  

Dorset DT11 7AD 
 

Tel: 01258 454500 

Email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/


 

 

 

  

 

Agenda Item No. 5 
Town Clerk’s Report 

 
Town Leaflet – Due to the long delay with the external company producing the Out & About 
Guide, the Town Clerk and Business Support Officer met with the Information Centre who 
were also keen to have a leaflet for the town for this tourist season. We discussed key 
content and the QR codes have been included so people can use their smart phones to scan 
to view more information, far more than could be included in the leaflets.  
 
Using Canva, and the original A4 trifold leaflet design, we have therefore produced 2,000 
copies at a cost of £149.00 to have at our offices, the Information Centre, the Hall & 
Woodhouse Brewery, Royal Signals Museum, Town Museum and Fashion Museum. We 
have 1,000 left to distribute beyond the town and would be grateful if staff and councillors 
took some when they are travelling outside of the town. 
 

 
 



 

 

 

  

 

 
 
 
 
North Dorset Tourism Meetings – The Business Support Officer attended a meeting with Cllr 
Stevens and Cllr Clarkson in August. This meeting is organised by Cllr Von Clemens at 
Gillingham Town Council and representatives from each North Dorset council usually attend.  
 
The BSO reported that the other councils loved the bike stand repair station we are having 
installed soon. In addition, the feedback on the town leaflet and the Military Walk was really 
positive too. Cllr Clarkson is working on a military trail leaflet with Bob Brannigan.  
 
Cllr Clarkson had previously proposed an idea for each town in North Dorset to have a photo 
exhibition to showcase their areas, and people could visit each of them. It was decided the 
theme for it would be ‘What do you love about your town?’. There will be a junior and a senior 
section. There will be no ‘winners’ as such, because the reward will be to have your photo 
exhibited, although we could produce our own certificates in our own towns. Research is now 
being carried out about holding exhibitions, the best ways to mount photos, best sizes to ask 
people for, etc. It was decided that the photos had to come to us already printed so that we 
are not left with the cost of printing and so the photographer has the printed result of quality 
that they want. Everyone will promote each other’s exhibitions, and the date will be confirmed 
soon. This is, of course, subject to availability in Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for October.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

  

 

Agenda Item 6.3 
 

Blandford Forum Market Update September 2024 
 
If we must cancel the street market due to high winds/yellow weather warnings, Dorset 
Council do not charge us for parking compensation.  
 
I continue to follow up all enquiries. 
 
Sat 6th July  
1 pitch let (no parking compensation paid) 
 
Sat 13th July  
3 pitches let 
 
Sat 20th July  
1 pitch let (no parking compensation paid) 
 
Sat 27th July  
6 pitches let 
 
Sat 3rd August  
3 pitches let 
 
Sat 10th August  
3 pitches let  
 
Sat 17th August  
3 pitches let 
 
Sat 24th August  
1 pitches let (no parking compensation paid) 
 
Sat 31st August  
6 pitches let 
 
Sat 7h September  
6 pitches let  
 
Sat 14th September  
7 Pitches let 
 
Sat 21st September  
5 pitches let 
 
Sat 28th September  
7 pitches let  
 
The corn exchange works continue to have an impact on the market.  
 
We have had three days cancelled due to high wind speed/stormy weather (no parking 
compensation paid). 



 

 

 

  

 

Average Weekly Pitches Let 
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Jul 2023  19.25  average pitches let.  Jul 2024 18.5 average pitches let. 
Aug  2023  9.8 average pitches let.  Aug 2024 14.25 average pitches let. 
Sep 2023  22.25 average pitches let.  Sep 2024 20.45 average pitches let (projected). 
July and September have remained about the same as last year and august has increased 
despite the loss of 4 pitches due to the hoarding in front of the Corn Exchange. 
The average for the 3rd quarter of 2023 is 17.10 
The average for the 3rd quarter of 2024 is 17.73 basically unchanged. 
 
Indoor Market 
The Indoor Market Traders have decided to set up their own Indoor market “tabletop sale” in 
the Parish Centre opposite Woodhouse Gardens. This was one of my original ideas when 
considering the move for the Corn Exchange renovations. When I asked the traders to 
assure me that they would turn up every Thursday, they could not give me that assurance 
and I therefore opted for Woodhouse Gardens which has no rental cost to us. The Café will 
remain at Woodhouse Gardens and the Tabletop sale will not have a Café. I am trying to get 
more indoor traders for Woodhouse Gardens. On the positive side, the traders who have 
moved to the Parish Centre will be available to return to the Corn Exchange when it re-
opens. Lisa from the café at Woodhouse Gardens continues to tell me that it is “doing ok” I 
continue to follow up new enquiries for stalls. 
 
NABMA (National Association of British Market Authorities) 
I will be unable to attend the National Conference this year because I am on holiday. It has 
also been moved to the Thursday and Friday this year which is inconvenient because I would 
have had to miss two markets. I hope that the conference will return to the usual Monday 
Tuesday slot next year. NABMA continue to be a fantastic resource for the market industry. 
They have a wealth of knowledge, are easy to contact and reply immediately with any advice. 
I also use their “Basecamp” resource which puts us in touch with many other Market 
Teams/Managers nationwide. I am hoping that I will be able to attend the National Market 
Traders Federation conference in the spring of 2025. Dates and venue to be confirmed. 
 
Chip & Pin Card payments 
Nearly all our traders are now able to accept card payments/chip and pin. This has become a 
necessity because, so few people carry cash. The card machines have improved and the 
4/5G coverage (although not perfect) has also improved. 



 

 

 

  

 

Agenda Item 7.1 
 
 

Analytical Review of Revenue Budget to 31st August 2024  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

  

 

Agenda Item 7.2 
 

Review of Earmarked Reserves to 31st August 2024 
 
 



 

 

 

  

 

Agenda Item 7.3 
 

Reserve Accounts to 31st August 2024 
 

 
 



 

 

 

  

 

Agenda Item 8 
 

To agree a date for the remaining free parking day 
 
At the Town and General Purposes meeting held on 11th March 2024 the following free 
parking days were agreed remaining three free parking days would be considered at the T & 
GP meeting on 15th July 2024. 

 

• Thursday 6th June 

• Monday 23rd December 
 
This was not considered at the meeting on 15th July so it is being brought to this meeting.  
 
The following date has been requested in August after the Town Clerk put it forward to the 
Chairman of Council to assist with the amended layout for Remembrance Sunday, because 
we know this is a well-attended event so lots of people will benefit and we can then make use 
of Church Lane car park for the parade to fall out before going to the Legion (subject to a 
closure being approved by Dorset Council): 
 

• 10th November – Remembrance Sunday  
 
Would Councillors like to change the previously agreed date of 23rd December to one of the 
following December dates?  
 

• 6th December – Yuletide Festival 

• 20th December – Shopping and coffee morning  
 
Last year we also had free parking on the last day of November to encourage Christmas 
shopping. Perhaps the Committee would like to select 29th November 2024? 
 
The Dorset Council policy is as follows:  

 

Free Parking Policy 
 

To support local economy, Dorset Council will give a total of 6 free parking days in Dorset 
Council car parks each year. This is made up of the following:   
 

• At the request of the Town or Parish Council free parking in all Dorset Council car parks 
for four days each year, for events which generate valuable footfall for that town. These 
four days cannot be used in December  

 

1. 6th June 
2. 10th November  
3. 29th November 2024? 
4. ? 

 

• At the request of the Town or Parish Council free parking in all Dorset Council Town 
Centre car parks for that town on one weekday in December 

 

1. 6th, or 20th or 23rd December?  
 

• Free parking in all Dorset Council Town Centre car parks on Small Business Saturday in 
December 

 

1. 7th December  
 



 

 

 

  

 

No other days in December will be considered unless the Town Council or Local BID is 
willing to meet the cost of the lost income at an amount to be calculated by the Council’s 
parking team based on average weekend costs for that time of year.  
 
Any requests for free use of the six days will be compiled by the Parking Services Team and 
a record maintained. Requests for free parking days should be emailed to 
parking@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk at least six weeks prior to the free parking date and you 
should expect a response within 5 working days. 
 
Notes: 

i. It is the decision of Parking Services Manager whether to include free parking in all 
Dorset Council car parks in area or in specific car parks only. 

ii. It is the decision of the Town/Parish Council whether to include free parking in car parks 
that are owned by them but managed by Dorset Council. 

iii. It is the decision of the Town/Parish Council whether to use all 6 free parking days or 
not. 

iv. By ‘year’ the policy is referring to a calendar year. 
v. If an event is cancelled, the free parking day can be reallocated, but 5 days’ notice must 

be given otherwise the day will be lost. Days cannot be reallocated in December. 
Cancellations should be emailed to parking@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

vi. Free days not taken in one calendar year cannot be carried over to the next calendar 
year with no exceptions.  

vii. It is the responsibility of the requester (Town/Parish Council, BID, other) to advertise 
free parking days, cover pay & display machines and put up free parking signs. 

viii. Dorset Council are not responsible for payments made in error. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Councillors should decide which remaining days in 2024 they would like to request for free 
parking from Dorset Council.  
 
Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk 
15th August 2024 
  
   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:parking@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:parking@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk


 

 

 

  

 

Agenda Item 9.1 
Christmas 2024 

 

To consider Christmas Window Competition details  
and expenditure approval for proposed prize money  

 

Background 
Every year in December the Town Council holds the Christmas Window Competition, to 
encourage shops and businesses to decorate their windows and create a Christmas 
atmosphere in the town centre and beyond. This is always well received. Details of the 
Christmas Window Competition are below, in the form of a poster that shops will receive.  
 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 
Recommendation 
It is recommended that the Committee agrees how many prizes should be given and the 
individual amounts, using funds from the Christmas Town Decorations budget line 1025 
(Expenditure Authority: General Power of Competence Localism Act 2011 sl-8).   
 
Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk  
15th August 2024  
 
 
 
 

Agenda Item 9.2 
 

To appoint the judges for the Christmas Window Competition 2024 
 
Information 
 
The judging panel has previously included the Mayor, the Chairman of the Town & General 
Purposes Committee and, in former years, the editor of the Forum Focus. It is suggested that 
a representative from the Blandford Business Support Group be asked to fill this judging role. 
Some years it also included the Mayor’s youth representative (Scout/Guide/Cadet). 
Traditionally, the Mayor presented the winning certificates to the shopkeepers during the 
Yuletide Festival. However, it is suggested that judging take place over 6-8 December with 
certificates presented the following week, to give more time for windows to be decorated. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Councillors are requested to appoint the judging panel, agree the judging weekend and when 
the certificates will be presented to the shopkeepers. 
 
 
Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk  
15th August 2024 
 

 
 
 
 

Agenda Item 9.3 
 

To approve a newsletter to all businesses regarding the small Christmas 
trees and decorations 

 

Background 
Since the Town Council took on the installation and maintenance for the small Christmas 
trees, and introduced additional decorations, we have asked shop owners/businesses if they 
would like to give a small contribution to the trees. Last year, the Town Council sent a 
newsletter to shops and businesses to ask if they still wanted to support this, which many of 
them did. This year, the newsletter below has been drafted. This newsletter will be sent along 
with the Christmas Window Competition poster to shops and businesses in the town centre. 
 



 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

Recommendation 
Councillors are requested to approve the newsletter so it can be sent to all businesses in the 
town centre and to the businesses in the surrounding industrial estates that have contributed 
in recent years. 
 

Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk  
15th August 2024 
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