
BLANDFORD FORUM 

TOWN COUNCIL 
 

To:   All Members of the Recreation & Amenities Committee  
(Cllr S Chapman, Cllr A Cross, Cllr N Lacey-Clarke, Cllr H Miéville, Cllr L Hitchings, 
Cllr S Hitchings, Cllr M Putt and Cllr T Clarkson) 
 

All other Town Councillors     Dorset Council Councillors 
Members of the Public & the Press    
 

Dear Member,  
 

RECREATION & AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Recreation & Amenities Committee which will 
be held in the Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion, The Tabernacle, Blandford Forum DT11 7GQ 
on Monday 16th September 2024 at 7:00 pm to consider the following items. The meeting is 
also accessible for the public to attend remotely via Microsoft Teams using this link. 

 
Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk 
9th September 2024 
 
 

A G E N D A 
 

Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour, 
which may be extended at the discretion of the Committee, during which time members of the 
public may speak. During the course of the meeting, members of the public and our elected 
representatives from the Dorset Council may indicate they wish to speak, and, at the 
discretion of the Chairman, and with the approval of the Members, they may be allowed to do 
so on points of information only. The Committee may on occasion invite members of the 
public to comment on specific issues where points of information or their particular 
knowledge on a subject might prove of benefit to the Committee.  
 

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters 
in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, 
marital status, religion, belief or disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety and Human 
Rights. Disabled access is available. 
 

All in attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may 
occur during the meeting. 
 
 

1. Public Session 
 
2. Apologies 
 
3. To receive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 
 
4. Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th June 2024 
 
5. Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NGEzMTMwNmUtNTAyNS00OWMzLWI5NWItZTFmNzZkZWY5NDU0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220c3baf8d-62e3-449c-a9c3-94a2df169799%22%7d
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/170624-RA.pdf


6. Review of Recreation & Amenities Budgets to 31st August 2024 
 

6.1 Analytical Review of Revenue Budget  
6.2 Review of Earmarked Reserves  
6.3 Reserve Accounts  

 
7. To review proposals for venue hire charges for the refurbished Corn Exchange complex 

prior to the hire charges review in January 2025 
 

8. Report by Operations Manager June 2024 – August 2024 
 

9. An opportunity for Members to suggest items for possible inclusion in the 2025/2026 
budget to enable time for officers to investigate costs that can be brought back to the 
next Committee meeting in November 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings are available from Blandford 
Library, the Town Clerk’s Office and at www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk. 

 
 

DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
23rd September Finance & Staffing Committee Meeting 
28th September  Community Expo (including budget consultation) 
30th September Town Council Meeting  

(followed by a Town & General Purposes Committee meeting)  
 
 

 

Twinned with Preetz, Germany 
 

 

Twinned with Mortain, France 

 
 

 

Town Clerk’s Office 

Church Lane, Blandford Forum  

Dorset DT11 7AD 
 

Tel: 01258 454500 

Email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/
http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/


Agenda Item No. 5 
 

Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence 
 
Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion WiFi – The Town Council was paying £52 a month for 
broadband at the Pavilion with poor service and many attempts to rectify it had failed. Quotes 
were sourced from other companies, but there was no guarantee of a better service and 
prices were still high. The Town Clerk has therefore ordered the following two items totalling 
£149.88 and this is a one-off fee until January 2027 when the data runs out.  
 

  
 

 
 
 
Indoor Market – Stall holders have decided to hire the Parish Rooms between them because 
they do not like being at the Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion and they say they are not making 
any money, however this was being stated when they were located in the Corn Exchange. 
The kitchen/café is still going strong at the Pavilion and the Market Manager will look to 
recruit new stall holders.  
 
Blandford Allotment Society – The Chairman, Ian Ricketts has informed us that he is stepping 
down from his position as Chairman but will remain whilst his successor is chosen. Ian has 
been Chairman since 2018 and in that time the Town Council has worked with him on various 
challenges, not least the relocation of the allotments and all the Council staff have found him 
a joy to work with him and will miss him as Chairman. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Agenda Item No. 6.1 
 

Analytical Review of Revenue Budget  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Agenda Item No. 6.2 

Review of Earmarked Reserves  
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Agenda Item No. 6.3 

Reserves 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



                    Agenda Item No.7 
 

To review proposals for venue hire charges for the refurbished Corn 
Exchange complex prior to the hire charges review in January 2025 

 
Staff have started work on the future pricing for the Corn Exchange intending to keep it 
reasonably priced for community groups and residents to use. The prices hadn’t increased 
for several years, because we weren’t offering very good facilities and an initial 5% increase 
on the 2023/24 prices has been proposed for Councillors to consider (Appendix A).  
 
This information has been prepared ready for the R&A meeting in January, when the hire 
charges are discussed. Due to the suggestion of including weddings, and wanting to be 
prepared ahead of the opening, the information is being put forward for Councillors now. It 
may be that Councillors require more information on a particular fee, which gives us time to 
carry out the research.  
 
Staff discussions continue in the office on the future usage of the rooms, and Councillors 
were asked to let us know if they would like to be involved in staff meetings about future 
plans. Cllrs Chapman, Putt and Y Miéville offered to do this. Due to the light agenda, and 
opportunity for additional discussion, the matter has been added to this agenda.  
 
Weddings  
 
The Town Clerk and Bookings Receptionist have met with the Dorset Council Registrar team 
to discuss the venue for weddings and they think it would be ideal. It costs £1,400 for a three-
year period to be licensed for weddings. A member of staff or Councillor would need to be 
present, as the responsible person, to meet the registrar.  
 
The Bookings Receptionist has done some research on what other towns in the county offer, 
summarised below. 
 

Fees for registrars to attend a licensed venue 

Day of the week 2024-2025 2025-2026 

Monday to Friday £596 £626 

Saturday/Sunday £662 £695 

Bank Holiday £714 £750 

Ceremony venue Weekdays Saturdays 

Bridport – Mountfield £552 £600 

Dorset Register Office, Dorchester 
(this table is copied from the website, but we 
wonder if this line is missing a 0 - £560) 

£56 n/a 

Gillingham Town Hall £684 £731 

Sherborne Council Chamber, Manor House £634 £723 

Swanage Council Chamber £728 £778 

Weymouth Ceremony Rooms £646 £693 



 
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that the Committee considers the information within the report and 
proceeds with staff, and interested Councillors, meeting to discuss the matter further prior to 
the R&A Committee meeting in January when the hire charges will be set for 2025/26.  
 
Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk  
5th September 2024 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix A 



 

Agenda Item No.8 
 

Report by Operations Manager June 2024 – September 2024 
 

 

STAFFING 
Eight Staff are attending Health Surveillance in September. 
First aid refresher training was taken by three staff in August. 
 
CORN EXCHANGE 
Work is progressing, and visits were undertaken by Councillors and Staff during August. 
 
Monthly progress meetings continue to be held between representatives of the Town Council, 
the design team and the contractors. 
 
A timeline and plans for the building were added to the hoarding at the front of the building. 
 
The office roof had the lead stolen, the Police were informed and an insurance claim covered 
some of the cost of repair. 
 
RUGBY CLUB 
A 25 year lease has been signed with the Rugby Club for the pavilion this means we are no 
longer directly responsible for Health and Safety checks and the maintenance of the building. 
 
PARK ROAD 
A new fire risk assessment was carried out at the Football Pavilion in July and this 
highlighted the need for a fire alarm system. Quotes are being sought, 
 
The football season has started, and the pitch is playing well. 
 
A new disabled handrail is being installed at the main entrance to the Bowling Pavilion, this 
meets building regulations. 
 
A new meter was installed at the borehole. 
 
PLAY AREAS 
Repairs were carried out at Balmer Road and a new spinner installed at Larksmead. 
 
TOWN 
The planters received a lot of compliments, and the weather has been kind to the displays 
this year.  
 
TREES 
Tree works are due to start next month and there is a long list of works to be done. 
 
CEMETERY 
The cemetery has received lots of compliments about the way it is kept and it has reached 
the finals of Cemetery of the year again for the second year running. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 
New advice and risk assessments have been carried out on vibration levels and noise levels. 
A new first aid assessment has been carried out. 
Monthly legionella testing continues. 
All alarms have been serviced. 
PAT Testing is being done. 



 
 
    WORKS CARRIED OUT 
 
    June 2024 – August 2024 
 
06 Jun  Woodhouse Gardens  D-Day events held      

10 Jun   Woodhouse Gardens  Counter terrorism training 

05 Jul   Allotments     Alarm Serviced 

08 Jul    Corn Exchange   Alarm serviced 

15 Jul                       Toilets    Handwash unit repaired 
 
18 Jul                       All Venues                           Zurich inspections.  
 
19 Jul                       Woodhouse Gardens          New outside lighting installed 
 
20 Jul                       Railway Arches                   Site meeting to discuss survey 
 
25 Jul             Depot               Alarms serviced. 
  
30 Jul                       Royal British Legion           Progress meeting (Corn Exch). 
 
02 Aug                     Larksmead Play Area         New spinner installed 
 
03 Aug                     Corn Exch. Fire strategy meeting 
 
08 Aug                     Skate Park Graffiti cleaned off 
 
13 Aug                     Rugby pavilion 25 year lease signed 
 
14 Aug                     Langton Wooden fence repaired 
 
15 Aug                     Skate Park Cleaned out under ramps 
 
18 Aug                     Skate Park Skate Fest 
 
21 Aug                     Corn Exch. Progress meeting (Corn Exch)  
 
20 Aug                     Skate Park Repairs  
 
25 Aug                     Park Road New meter installed at borehole.  
 
04 Sept                    Office roof Lead replaced 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
     VANDALISM 

 
    June 2024 – August 2024 
 
Date   Location    Remarks 
11 Jun  Skate Park    Broken Glass       

22 Jun   Marsh and Ham Toilets      Flush damaged 

26 Jun  Railway Arches    Broken Glass and Litter 

31 Jun   Skate Park    Broken Glass 

05 Jul                       Tabernacle toilet   Toilet blocked 
 
15 Jul   Skate Park    Broken Glass 
 
25 Jul                       Railway Arches                   Broken Glass 
  
30 Jul                       Marsh and Ham Toilets      Toilet Blocked 
 
05 Aug                     Railway Arches                   Broken Glass  
 
07 Aug                     Skate Park Graffiti 
 
09 Aug                     Langton Fence damaged 
 
14 Aug                     Marsh and Ham Toilets Toilet Blocked 
 
20 Aug                     Skate Park Broken Glass 
 
28 Aug                     Bowling Club Machinery shed broken into (police informed) 
 
29 Aug                     Skate Park Broken Glass  
 
30 Aug                      Marsh and Ham Toilets Hand wash damaged 
 
03 Sept                     Skate Park Broken Glass 
 
Evidence of drug use and rough sleeping at public toilets at various times throughout the 
period (Police aware). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


	Agenda Item No. 5
	Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence
	Agenda Item No. 6.1
	Analytical Review of Revenue Budget
	Agenda Item No. 6.2
	Review of Earmarked Reserves
	Agenda Item No. 6.3
	Reserves
	To review proposals for venue hire charges for the refurbished Corn Exchange complex prior to the hire charges review in January 2025
	Appendix A
	Report by Operations Manager June 2024 – September 2024

