
1066
Manor of 
Blandford 
granted to 
Robert of 
Mortain, half 
brother of 
William the 
Conqueror

A Brief History of... 
Blandford Forum

1086
Domesday book 

shows 9 parcels of 
land in area called 

Blaneford

1218
It wasn’t until 1218, 
King John’s son, 
King Henry III issued 
a precept (charter) 
that the market 
should be thereafter 
held on Saturday not 
Sunday. The town 
had borough status

1216
King John spent time 

hunting in Tollard Royal and 
visited Blandford Forum. 
Markets were commonly 
held near churches, and 
King John was disturbed 

by the market interference 
with the Sunday  

services

1273
Earliest 

documentary 
evidence of St 

Leonard’s Chapel – 
the oldest part of 

the current chapel 
is C15th, making 

it Blandford’s only 
remaining medieval 

building

1399
Henry Bolingbroke, 
Duke of Lancaster 

becomes King Henry 
IV and the Manor 

of Blandford Forum 
becomes part of the 
Duchy of Lancaster 

1605
Borough is 
granted Charter 
of Incorporation 
by King James I

1617
9s 4d paid for a pair 
of gallows to be set 
up in the Marsh

1644
King Charles I visits 

Bryanston and attends 
Blandford Church

During the Civil War, the 
town was sacked and 

plundered by Major William 
Sydenham for its loyalty  

to the Crown

1669
Borough issues its own token 

coinage because of a shortage 
of small change

1691
Jack 
Withrington, 
notorious 
Blandford born 
highwayman, 
is hanged at 
Tyburn

1724 
Daniel Defoe, author of 
Robinson Crusoe, described 
Blandford as “a flourishing 
borough and market town 
containing five hundred 
houses”. , many of them 
built of stone… the pleasant 
downs adjoining can hardly 
be equalled in the world.”

1734
Town Hall and 
Shambles were 

designed and built 
by the Bastard 

brothers after the 
Great Fire

Scan here to view the 
full version of this book

1760
Fire Monument / 
Town Pump was 
erected

1778
The Excise House 
in Whitecliffe Mill 
Street attacked by 
men firing pistols 
who carried off  
16 cwt tea and  
9 casks of liquor

1805
The Trafalgar Way – John 
Richards Lapenotière, of HMS 
Pickle, docked in Falmouth and 
raced to London with the news 
of the victory in the Battle of 
Trafalgar and the death of Lord 
Nelson stopping in Blandford 
Forum en route

1814
Iron railings 
added to the 

Shambles 

1817
Alfred Stevens, 
later to achieve 
renown as 
an artist and 
sculptor, born 
in a house on 
Salisbury Street

1827
Duke of Wellington attends 
Blandford Races at invitation of the 
Bankes family of Kingston Lacy

1831
Blandford Reform Bill 

riots. Richard Bleathman 
and George Long 

sentenced to death 
but later reprieved and 

transported to Australia

1837
Town first 
lit by gas

1858
The present Corn 
Exchange built 
for £645 

1863
Blandford Station opens.  
It closes to passengers  

in 1966

1888
Blandford born 
Frederick Abberline, 
son of the market 
clerk, was a chief 
inspector and 
best known for 
being a prominent 
police figure in the 
investigation into 
the Jack the Ripper 
serial killer murders

1891
Costly repairs and alterations 
to the Town Hall and Corn 
Exchange. This was probably 
when the two buildings were 
linked for the first time. 
The alterations and grand 
opening of the refurbished 
buildings marked the first 
time that the buildings were 
referred to collectively as the 
Municipal Buildings

1915
King George V 
and Winston 
Churchill arrive 
at Blandford 
Station en route 
to Blandford 
Camp

1914
Blandford Camp opened 
for Royal Naval Division, 
then Royal Flying Corps, 

then Royal Air Force. 
It closed in 1919, then 
reopened in 1939 and 
remained since then

1918
Blandford born Jack 
Counter is awarded 
Victoria Cross for 
bravery during 
World War I

1921
War memorial tablets installed 

to the Town Hall façade and 
war memorial cross erected at 

Blandford Cemetery

1940
Pill boxes 
and defences 
built against 
threatened 
invasion by 
German forces 
in WWII. Plans 
included blowing 
up the bridge 
and mines were 
laid ready for 
detonation

1944
Blandford was 
overwhelmed by the 
arrival of American 
troops in the build-up 
to D-Day. Thousands 
of infantry and 
support soldiers 
brought hustle and 
bustle to the streets of 
Blandford with all the 
military vehicles and 
weapons 

1974
Borough of 
Blandford 

Forum becomes 
Blandford Forum 

Town Council

2024
Town Council 

approves plans 
and associated 
expenditure to 

refurbish the Town 
Hall / Corn Exchange 

complex, which is 
due to be completed 

September 2025

Blandford Municipal Races

Captain John Richards 
Lapenotiere 1770-1834  
© RMG Images

John Bastard 
(1688-1770)

William Bastard 
(1689-1766)

US Military Police Base

Jack 
Counter

1985 
Works started on the Blandford by-pass

1997
The Preetz Bridge is 
introduced, linking the 
Langton and Stour Meadows 2000

The Millennium Bridge,  
providing pedestrian access 

across to the meadows from 
the town, is introduced and 

named Mortain Bridge. The book 
Blandford Forum: A Millennium 

Portrait was published to 
mark the year 2000 with a 

photographic record of all 
properties, and their residents

1914
Rupert Brooke wrote  

‘The Soldier’, on 
Blandford Camp headed 
notepaper, which begins:

“If I should die,  
think only this of me:

That there’s some  
corner of a foreign field

That is forever England…”

1731
The Great Fire of 
Blandford started  
in a Chandlers (now 
the King’s Arms)  
and destroyed  
most of the town

SCAN HERE to find 
out more about the 
project and how it 
is progressing.
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Barry Barnett’s website has some very interesting 
accounts of Blandford Forum.

www.theblandfordexpress.com

You can find out more about this fascinating town 
by visiting the Museum in Bere’s Yard. 

www.blandfordtownmuseum.org.uk

Thanks to Blandford Town Museum and Barry 
Barnett for their contributions to this timeline.
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MARKET PLACE, BLANDFORD FORUM, DORSET

SECTION THROUGH  CENTRAL AXIS OF SITE LOOKING EAST

CORN EXCHANGE
STAGE

CELLAR

BACKSTAGE CORRIDOR

COUNCIL OFFICES

SHAMBLESLOBBY

COUNCIL CHAMBER
TOWN HALL CHAMBER

ENTRANCE
FOYER

Existing C.19th roof in poor condition removed and
new pitched slate roof formed at higher level to permit
installation of lighting rig above line of Proscenium arch,
keeping below line of stained glass occulus to gable end 
of Corn Exchange.

Existing C.19th inserted ceiling and wings in poor 
condition removed

Late C.20th infill to proscenium arch removed

C.20th wired glass in aluminium frame removed from historic roof lantern and new
double glazed panels installed. New with opening vents in powder coated 
aluminium frame fitted into clerestorey lights.
Black out blinds incorporated in existing lanternframing.

Roof to Corn Exchange relaid to incorporate improved thermal insulation levels

Existing high level services removed and relaid under floor, all C.20th
boxing removed and cornice reinstated to pilasters to match surviving sections

Low level boxing and radiators removed to allow repair of damaged C.19th
terracotta faience tiles with new fireplace to match historic evidence

Existing suspended timber floor removed, void cleared out and subject to trial
pits to ascertain foundation depths, insulated limecrete slab laid with underfloor heating
and locally sourced stone floor tiles laid.

Recent glazed lobby roof carefully dismantled and
reinstated on new parapet walls above new mezzanine
additions

Existing C.20th glazed partition removed

Subject to paint analysis on site, informed historic paint scheme carried out

Subject to paint analysis on site, informed historic 
paint scheme carried out

C.20th blockwork stores carefully removed and all
surfaces made good.

Subject to trials on site, C,20th render removed

Surface mounted services installations removed

New stair and lift beyond

Glazed entry lobby in simple powder coated aluminium
frame

Existing C.20th doors removed and new shallow
arch with simple roll mould detail formed to open
new stair and platform lift up to foyer area

Existing late C.20th cementitous floor removed and
subject to opening up new insulated limecrete slab 
with underfloor heating and laid with local stone tiles. 

New permanent ramp up to Corn Exchange at 1:10

Existing WCs removed and
individual cubicles formed
to increase store area

Existing C.20th single glazed sash 
windows in poor condition replaced 
throughout offices with new painted 
timber double glazed sash windows 
to improve thermal performance.
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DO NOT SCALE FROM THIS DRAWING

The contractor should confirm all dimensions by site 
measurement prior to ordering materials or manufacturing 
components. This drawing to be read in conjunction with all 
other contract documentation. 

Any discrepancies to be reported to the Contract Adminstrator 
immediately and seek direction. 

This drawing has been produced on a measured survey 
prepared by others for Blandford Forum Town Council for proposed 

works at Blandford Forum Town Hall , Dorset and for that application 

alone. The drawing is not intended for use by any other person 
or for any other purpose. Drawings remain copyright of MSA 
Ltd. and may not be reproduced without written consent or 
licence.
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The works being carried out behind this 
hoarding will repair and revive the entire 
Grade I Listed building including the 
Shambles, Town Hall, Council Chamber  
and the Corn Exchange.

It will breathe new life into the building through a 
combination of works that will help to increase the 
use of the building, generate footfall and vibrancy 
that will provide an anchor for the town centre and 
ensure that Blandford Forum’s spectacular heart 
survives and thrives in the future.

Town Hall /  
Corn Exchange 
Project

Specifically, the project will benefit the local community 
by delivering significant improvements to the Grade I 
Listed building such as:

•	 Delivering a comprehensive programme of 
conservation repairs.

•	 Improving the heating, cooling and acoustics in 
the Corn Exchange which will make the space more 
usable for community events and activities. This 
in turn will increase utilisation and improve the 
financial sustainability of the building.

•	  Installing a new lift and stair to the historic first 
floor Town Hall and Council Chamber spaces, making 
these rooms fully accessible for the first time in the 
building’s 300-year history. This will again help to 
improve utilisation and financial sustainability.

•	 Improving the stage and back-stage facilities for 
arts and cultural users. This will include providing 
disabled access to the stage and back-stage 
areas, new green room facilities and restoring the 
Victorian proscenium arch.

•	 Repairing and reinstating some of the fine original 
interiors and removing some of the poor quality more 
modern interventions, helping to make the interior 
of the building beautiful again and boosting a local 
sense of civic pride.

SCAN HERE to find out more about  
the project and how it is progressing.


