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SECTION THROUGH  CENTRAL AXIS OF SITE LOOKING EAST

CORN EXCHANGE
STAGE

CELLAR

BACKSTAGE CORRIDOR

COUNCIL OFFICES

SHAMBLESLOBBY

COUNCIL CHAMBER
TOWN HALL CHAMBER

ENTRANCE
FOYER

Existing C.19th roof in poor condition removed and
new pitched slate roof formed at higher level to permit
installation of lighting rig above line of Proscenium arch,
keeping below line of stained glass occulus to gable end 
of Corn Exchange.

Existing C.19th inserted ceiling and wings in poor 
condition removed

Late C.20th infill to proscenium arch removed

C.20th wired glass in aluminium frame removed from historic roof lantern and new
double glazed panels installed. New with opening vents in powder coated 
aluminium frame fitted into clerestorey lights.
Black out blinds incorporated in existing lanternframing.

Roof to Corn Exchange relaid to incorporate improved thermal insulation levels

Existing high level services removed and relaid under floor, all C.20th
boxing removed and cornice reinstated to pilasters to match surviving sections

Low level boxing and radiators removed to allow repair of damaged C.19th
terracotta faience tiles with new fireplace to match historic evidence

Existing suspended timber floor removed, void cleared out and subject to trial
pits to ascertain foundation depths, insulated limecrete slab laid with underfloor heating
and locally sourced stone floor tiles laid.

Recent glazed lobby roof carefully dismantled and
reinstated on new parapet walls above new mezzanine
additions

Existing C.20th glazed partition removed

Subject to paint analysis on site, informed historic paint scheme carried out

Subject to paint analysis on site, informed historic 
paint scheme carried out

C.20th blockwork stores carefully removed and all
surfaces made good.

Subject to trials on site, C,20th render removed

Surface mounted services installations removed

New stair and lift beyond

Glazed entry lobby in simple powder coated aluminium
frame

Existing C.20th doors removed and new shallow
arch with simple roll mould detail formed to open
new stair and platform lift up to foyer area

Existing late C.20th cementitous floor removed and
subject to opening up new insulated limecrete slab 
with underfloor heating and laid with local stone tiles. 

New permanent ramp up to Corn Exchange at 1:10

Existing WCs removed and
individual cubicles formed
to increase store area

Existing C.20th single glazed sash 
windows in poor condition replaced 
throughout offices with new painted 
timber double glazed sash windows 
to improve thermal performance.
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The works being carried out behind 
this hoarding will repair and revive the 
entire Grade I Listed building including 
the Shambles, Town Hall, Council 
Chamber and the Corn Exchange.

It will breathe new life into the building 
through a combination of works that will help 
to increase the use of the building, generate 
footfall and vibrancy that will provide an 
anchor for the town centre and ensure that 
Blandford Forum’s spectacular heart survives 
and thrives in the future.

Town Hall /  
Corn Exchange 
Project

Specifically, the project will benefit the local community by delivering significant improvements to the Grade I Listed building such as:

•	 Delivering a comprehensive programme of conservation repairs.

•	 Improving the heating, cooling and acoustics in the Corn Exchange which will make the space more usable for community events and activities.  
This in turn will increase utilisation and improve the financial sustainability of the building.

•	  Installing a new lift and stair to the historic first floor Town Hall and Council Chamber spaces, making these rooms fully accessible  
for the first time in the building’s 300-year history. This will again help to improve utilisation and financial sustainability.

•	 Improving the stage and back-stage facilities for arts and cultural users.  
This will include providing disabled access to the stage and back-stage areas, new green room facilities and restoring the Victorian proscenium arch.

•	 Repairing and reinstating some of the fine original interiors and removing some of the poor quality more modern interventions,  
helping to make the interior of the building beautiful again and boosting a local sense of civic pride.

SCAN HERE to find out more 
about the project and how  
it is progressing.
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Existing C.20th glazed partition removed

Existing inserted floor removed and new floor 
formed at lower level to permit use of area as 
store.

New access stair from below.

Existing C.20th stair and WC / stores removed to form new stairwell with new timber 
stair with open central lightwell and platform lift connecting to historic first floor rooms
increasing accessibilty and new arched opening to main foyer area.

Existing C.20th blockwork stores carefully removed and former window openings
unblocked with new sash windows allowing visual connection from street to new 
stair. 

Existing C.20th full width steps removed and projecting stage reinstated with 
new platform lift from C.E up to stage installed to improve accessibility. 

Late C.20th infill to proscenium arch removed and new rear wall 
installed to stage to improve acoustics. Refer also to section drawing
CEB_MS_L.03

Corn Exchange roof remodelled with double glazed panels and opening louvres
to existing C.19th roof lantern, roof relaid incorporating improved levels of 
insulation and black out blinds. 

Existing high level services removed and relaid under floor, all C.20th
boxing removed and cornice reinstated to pilasters to match surviving sections
to reinstate historic character. 

Low level boxing and radiators removed to allow repair of damaged C.19th
terracotta faience tiles with new fireplace to match historic evidence

Existing suspended timber floor removed, void cleared out and subject to trial
pits to ascertain foundation depths, insulated slab laid with underfloor heating
and engineered timber boards laid.

Existing WCs removed and
individual cubicles formed
to increase store area and
provide accessible WC to
performers.

KIT'N

Existing C.20th single glazed sash windows in poor 
condition replaced throughout offices with new 
painted timber double glazed sash windows to 
improve thermal performance.

Existing C.20th single glazed windows replaced with 
painted double glazed sash windows with simulated 
divided lights

Kitchen refitted with enlarged opening to Corn Exchange

KITCHEN
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COUNCIL OFFICES

STAGE

CORN EXCHANGE LINK TOWN HALL

New glazed screen with automated outward opening glass  doors for improved 
visibilty and access. Foyer area relaid in stone with underfloor heating and new 
permanent ramp to Corn Exchange. Existing glazed partition in front of Corn 
Exchange doors removed.

WC's remodelled to increase capacity and accessibility

Landing formed to new stair to provide access to proposed AV booth.

Existing C.20th flat roofs removed and link
raised in height to accommodate AV suite 
and mezzanine access. 

New opening above cornice line within Corn Exchange 
to permit line of sight to AV suite.

Existing C.20th stair and store removed to form new stairwell with new timber 
stair with open central lightwell, allowing light from C.19th window to ground floor
and platform lift connecting to historic first floor rooms increasing accessibilty. 

C.20th doors into  Town Hall altered to improve accessibilty

Services renewed and integrated .

Subject to paint analysis on site, room redecorated.

Services renewed and integrated 

New brick parapet walls with steel 
railing to deter access and new lead 
flat roofs to link 

Existing recent glass roof to lobby 
reinstated  on new structure

Existing C.19th roof in poor condition removed, 
parapet walls raised and new roof formed to permit 
installation of lighting rig above stage..
Parapet gutters formed in lead and roof laid in 
natural slate.

Refer to drawings CEB_MS_L.02, L.04, L.05, L09, 
L.14 & L.16
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SECTION THROUGH  CENTRAL AXIS OF SITE LOOKING EAST

CORN EXCHANGE
STAGE
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BACKSTAGE CORRIDOR

COUNCIL OFFICES

SHAMBLESLOBBY

COUNCIL CHAMBER
TOWN HALL CHAMBER

ENTRANCE
FOYER

Existing C.19th roof in poor condition removed and
new pitched slate roof formed at higher level to permit
installation of lighting rig above line of Proscenium arch,
keeping below line of stained glass occulus to gable end 
of Corn Exchange.

Existing C.19th inserted ceiling and wings in poor 
condition removed

Late C.20th infill to proscenium arch removed

C.20th wired glass in aluminium frame removed from historic roof lantern and new
double glazed panels installed. New with opening vents in powder coated 
aluminium frame fitted into clerestorey lights.
Black out blinds incorporated in existing lanternframing.

Roof to Corn Exchange relaid to incorporate improved thermal insulation levels

Existing high level services removed and relaid under floor, all C.20th
boxing removed and cornice reinstated to pilasters to match surviving sections

Low level boxing and radiators removed to allow repair of damaged C.19th
terracotta faience tiles with new fireplace to match historic evidence

Existing suspended timber floor removed, void cleared out and subject to trial
pits to ascertain foundation depths, insulated limecrete slab laid with underfloor heating
and locally sourced stone floor tiles laid.

Recent glazed lobby roof carefully dismantled and
reinstated on new parapet walls above new mezzanine
additions

Existing C.20th glazed partition removed

Subject to paint analysis on site, informed historic paint scheme carried out

Subject to paint analysis on site, informed historic 
paint scheme carried out

C.20th blockwork stores carefully removed and all
surfaces made good.

Subject to trials on site, C,20th render removed

Surface mounted services installations removed

New stair and lift beyond

Glazed entry lobby in simple powder coated aluminium
frame

Existing C.20th doors removed and new shallow
arch with simple roll mould detail formed to open
new stair and platform lift up to foyer area

Existing late C.20th cementitous floor removed and
subject to opening up new insulated limecrete slab 
with underfloor heating and laid with local stone tiles. 

New permanent ramp up to Corn Exchange at 1:10

Existing WCs removed and
individual cubicles formed
to increase store area

Existing C.20th single glazed sash 
windows in poor condition replaced 
throughout offices with new painted 
timber double glazed sash windows 
to improve thermal performance.
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