
 BLANDFORD FORUM 

TOWN COUNCIL 
 
To:   Town & General Purposes Committee Members (Cllr C Stevens, Cllr R Holmes, Cllr N 

Lacey-Clarke, Cllr H Miéville, Cllr Y Miéville, Cllr T Clarkson, Cllr S Hitchings, Cllr S 
Chapman, Cllr B Quayle)  
 

All other members of the Town Council    Dorset Council Councillors
 Members of the Public & the Press     
 
 
Dear Member, 
 

TOWN & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Town & General Purposes Committee which 
will be held in the Woodhouse Gardens Pavilion, The Tabernacle, Blandford Forum DT11 
7DN on Monday 15th July 2024 at 7:00 pm to consider the following items. This meeting will 
also be available to view online using Microsoft Teams using this link. 
 

 
Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk 
8th July 2024 
 
 

A G E N D A 
 

Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour, which may 
be extended at the discretion of the Committee, during which time members of the public may 
speak. During the course of the meeting, members of the public and our elected representatives from 
the Dorset Council may indicate they wish to speak, and, at the discretion of the Chairman, and with 
the approval of the Members, they may be allowed to do so on points of information only. The 
Committee may on occasion invite members of the public to comment on specific issues where points 
of information or their particular knowledge on a subject might prove of benefit to the Committee.  
 

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the 
exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, 
religion, belief or disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. Disabled access 
is available. 
 

All in attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may occur during 
the meeting. 

 
 
1. Public Session 
 
2. Apologies 
 
3. To receive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations  

 
4. Minutes of the meeting held on 11th March 2024 

 
5. Town Clerk’s Report and Correspondence 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MDY1YjE3ZjgtN2I0NC00YmE0LWJlYTEtMGFjODIzNGIyNTI3%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220c3baf8d-62e3-449c-a9c3-94a2df169799%22%7d
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/110324.pdf


6. General Updates from: 
 

6.1 Blandford Business Support Group 
 

6.2 Blandford Police  
 

6.3 Market Manager 
 
7. DC Highways  
 

7.1 To consider a proposal for an extension of the 20 mph zone 
 

7.2 To consider a proposal for a zebra crossing at the beginning of Salisbury Street in 
lieu of the lights further up 

 
8. To approve expenditure for installation of the trees and column lights 
 
9. To consider possible locations for the main Christmas Tree in December 2024 
 
10. Review of Town & General Purposes budgets to 30th June 2024 

 

10.1 Analytical Review of Revenue Budget  
 

10.2 Review of Earmarked Reserves 
 

10.3 Reserve Accounts 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

22nd July Town Council meeting (Corn Exchange) 
29th July Town Council meeting (including planning applications) 
 
  

Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings are available from Blandford 
Library, the Town Clerk’s Office and online at www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk. 

 
 

Twinned with Preetz, Germany 
 

Twinned with Mortain, France 
 

 
 

 

Town Clerk’s Office 

Church Lane, Blandford Forum  

Dorset DT11 7AD 
 

Tel: 01258 454500 

Email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/


Agenda Item No. 5 
 

Town Clerk’s Report 
 
Only Rain Down the Drain  
 

Local artist, Annabelle Valentine has agreed to go over her artwork around the drains at no 
cost to the council.  
 
Bicycle repair station update 
 

The Awards for All and Dorset Council community fund applications were not successful, but 
we haven’t given up! OffCamber are still keen to work with us on the project. Dorset Council’s 
funding website has been searched for more opportunities and applications will be made at the 
earliest opportunity.  
 
Planters  
 

The grounds staff have been working hard planting up all the troughs, planters, hanging 
baskets and the new wooden planters at Badger’s Cross, and have subsequently been 
keeping them hydrated since! They look fantastic and we have received lots of compliments 
about them.  
 

With regards to sponsorship, the Mayor’s Assistant has been working hard to secure additional 
sponsors in the absence of Specsavers and C&O Tractors. Letters were sent to the following 
businesses to ask if they would like to sponsor a planter. Unfortunately, we didn’t receive any 
responses. Planter sponsorship has also been advertised on Facebook. Following the 
facebook post we received an email from David Rose Photography requesting more 
information. Unfortunately, we haven’t received a response to the email explaining which 
planters are available and the costs involved. The list below shows which planters are 
available. 
 
3 tier planter, Wimborne Road (Langton Road turn off) x3, £90 each 
2 tier planter, The Tabernacle (between military benches) £90 
2 tier planter Wimborne road bus stop £90 
Base planter Shaftesbury Lane (next to Lidl) £110 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Agenda Item 8 
 
 

To approve expenditure for installation of the trees and column lights 
 
 
Background  
 
The installation of the small Christmas trees and lights has now been done by a local 
contractor for the last four years. This has worked well and the lights have received a large 
number of compliments. It has also allowed us to expand on the displays without it impacting 
on the workload of the Town Council staff, although they do assist the contractor.  
 
 
Report  
 
A quote from the contractor who has carried out the installation of the trees and lamp post 
lights for the last four years was sought; further quotes were not obtained due to the lack of 
contractors able to carry out this work and the fact that he is now familiar with what is required. 
Additionally, we received so many compliments last year, it is also specialist work and as such 
the financial regulations do not require the usual three quotes. 
 
The quote for 2024 to install and take down the small Christmas trees and to install and 
dismantle the lights on the lighting columns is £8,900.00 + VAT. This is a rise of £250.00 on 
last year’s price (approx. 3%). 
 
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that Councillors approve expenditure for the installation of the trees and 
column lights from the Christmas light budget line 1025 (Expenditure Authority: General Power 
of Competence, Localism Act 2011, S1-8).  
 
 
Jon Goodenough 
Operation Manager 
30th June 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           
 
 

 



 
 

Agenda Item No. 9 
    
 

To consider possible locations for the main Christmas Tree  
in December 2024 

 
 
Background  
 
Due to the current works to the Corn Exchange, and in particular the hoarding that has been 
placed around the entrance, it will not be possible to install the Christmas Tree in its usual 
place. It usually sits within a made to measure socket within the ground that has a power 
source.  
 
This report highlights the possible options to replace it so the town can still have a Christmas 
tree in the Market Place.  
 
Report  
 
There are two locations that officers have identified as being suitable to install Christmas Trees 
and they are in the Churchyard and at Woodhouse Gardens. In both cases the tree would 
need to be smaller than that which we usually have due to the lack of a proper socket to install 
it into, therefore they will need to be small enough not to cause a hazard if they fall. In addition, 
it is suggested that they are installed by a contractor. 
 
Due to the reduced size, it is suggested that two trees are installed – one at Woodhouse 
Gardens and one in the Churchyard. 
 

• Churchyard – permission sought from the Parish Church who have no objection to one 
being installed and it has the advantage of being close to a source of power for the 
lights. It is also easily visible from the main thoroughfare.  
 

• Woodhouse Gardens – As it is Town Council-owned there is no problem with 
permissions, subject to councillor approval, and it can add to the already existing light 
display. There are numerous power sources that can be utilised for the lights. 

 
A local contractor has been contacted and a response is awaited.  
 
 
Recommendation  
 
It is recommended that Councillors consider the locations suggested and discuss any others 
that they may highlight and then decide if they want to install trees and where.  
 
 
Jon Goodenough 
Operation Manager 
5th July 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Agenda Item No. 10.1 
 

Analytical Review of Revenue Budget  
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 



Agenda Item No. 10.2 
Review of Earmarked Reserves 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 



Agenda Item No. 10.3 

Reserves 

 


