
 BLANDFORD FORUM 

TOWN COUNCIL 
 
To:   Town & General Purposes Committee Members (Cllr A Cross, Cllr N Lacey-Clarke, Cllr C 

Stevens, Cllr H Miéville, Cllr R Holmes, Cllr K Herbert, Cllr B Quayle, Cllr P Clark and Cllr C 
Jacques)  
 

All other members of the Town Council    Dorset Council Councillors  
Members of the Public & the Press     

 
Dear Member 
 

TOWN & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Town & General Purposes Committee which will be 
held in the Corn Exchange, Market Place, Blandford Forum on Monday 11th March 2024 at 7:00 
pm to consider the following items. This meeting will also be available to view online using 
Microsoft Teams using this link. 

 
Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk 
4th March 2024 

A G E N D A 
 

Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour, which may be 
extended at the discretion of the Committee, during which time members of the public may speak. During 
the course of the meeting, members of the public and our elected representatives from the Dorset Council 
may indicate they wish to speak, and, at the discretion of the Chairman, and with the approval of the 
Members, they may be allowed to do so on points of information only. The Committee may on occasion 
invite members of the public to comment on specific issues where points of information or their particular 
knowledge on a subject might prove of benefit to the Committee.  
 

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise 
of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, religion, belief 
or disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. Disabled access is available. 
 

All in attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may occur during the 
meeting. 

 
1. Public Session 
 
2. Apologies 
 

3. To receive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations  
 

4. Minutes of the meeting held on 20th November 2023  
 
5. Committee Clerk's Report & Correspondence 

 
6. General Updates from: 
 

6.1 Blandford Business Support Group 
6.2 Blandford Police  
6.3 Market Manager 

  
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MWQ0NDk3NGEtZjA1Yi00Yjk1LWJkNzMtYjBkMWJkNTAzNzUw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220c3baf8d-62e3-449c-a9c3-94a2df169799%22%7d
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/201123.pdf


7. DC Highways (no items) 
 

8. Review of Town & General Purposes budgets to   
 

8.1 Analytical Review of Revenue Budget 2023-24 
8.2 Review of Earmarked Reserves to 27th February 2024 
8.3 Reserve Accounts to 27th February 2024 

 
9. To consider free parking days for all Dorset Council car parks in Blandford Forum    
 
10. To consider a suggestion for Blandford Forum to become a croci town 

 
11. To consider expenditure authority for the lighting up of Woodhouse Gardens for the month of 

December 
 

 

  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
 

Monday 18 March Finance & Staffing Committee Meeting  
Monday 25 March Town Council Meeting  
 
Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings are available from Blandford Library, 

the Town Clerk’s Office and online at www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk. 
 
 

Twinned with Preetz, Germany 
 

Twinned with Mortain, France 
 

 
 

 

Town Clerk’s Office 

Church Lane, Blandford Forum  

Dorset DT11 7AD 
 

Tel: 01258 454500   •   Fax: 01258 454432 

Email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

           

http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/


Agenda Item No. 6.3 

 



Agenda Item No. 8.1 
 

Analytical Review of Revenue Budget 2023-24 

 



Agenda Item No. 8.2  
 

Review of Earmarked Reserves to 27th February 2024 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Agenda Item No. 8.3  

 
Reserve Accounts to 27th February 2024 

 



Agenda Item No. 9 
 

To consider free parking days for all Dorset Council car parks in Blandford Forum 
 

 
Free Parking Policy 
 
To support local economy, Dorset Council will give a total of 6 free parking days in Dorset Council car parks 
each year. This is made up of the following:   
 

• At the request of the Town or Parish Council free parking in all Dorset Council car parks for four days each 
year, for events which generate valuable footfall for that town. These four days cannot be used in December  
 

• At the request of the Town or Parish Council free parking in all Dorset Council Town Centre car parks for that 
town on one weekday in December 
 

• Free parking in all Dorset Council Town Centre car parks on Small Business Saturday in December 
 
No other days in December will be considered unless the Town Council or Local BID is willing to meet the cost 
of the lost income at an amount to be calculated by the Council’s parking team based on average weekend 
costs for that time of year.  
 
Any requests for free use of the six days will be compiled by the Parking Services Team and a record 
maintained. Requests for free parking days should be emailed to parking@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk at least six 
weeks prior to the free parking date and you should expect a response within 5 working days. 
 
Notes: 

i. It is the decision of Parking Services Manager whether to include free parking in all Dorset Council car parks 
in area or in specific car parks only. 

ii. It is the decision of the Town/Parish Council whether to include free parking in car parks that are owned by 
them but managed by Dorset Council. 

iii. It is the decision of the Town/Parish Council whether to use all 6 free parking days or not. 
iv. By ‘year’ the policy is referring to a calendar year. 
v. If an event is cancelled, the free parking day can be reallocated, but 5 days’ notice must be given otherwise 

the day will be lost. Days cannot be reallocated in December. Cancellations should be emailed to 
parking@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk 

vi. Free days not taken in one calendar year cannot be carried over to the next calendar year with no exceptions.  
vii. It is the responsibility of the requester (Town/Parish Council, BID, other) to advertise free parking days, cover 

pay & display machines and put up free parking signs. 
viii. Dorset Council are not responsible for payments made in error. 

 
 
 
Recommendation 
 
Councillors should decide which days in 2024 they would like to request for free parking from 
Dorset Council.  
 
 
 
 
 
Julie Wigg 
Committee Clerk 
1st March 2024 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

mailto:parking@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
mailto:parking@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk


Agenda Item No. 10 
 

To consider a suggestion for Blandford Forum to become a croci town 
 
 
Resident, Pat Patrick has written to the Town Clerk to suggest the planting of Croci in the BFPC 
churchyard, along the verges of roads leading into town and any other suitable locations. He feels 
that this would complement the "Shaftesbury Snowdrops" event which has proved to be very 
popular. 
 
Mr Patrick was informed by the Town Clerk that the areas put forward 
are not within the Town Council’s ownership or control. The verges 
come under Dorset Council. The churchyard belongs to the church, but 
the Town Council maintains it. Mr Patrick is going to approach the 
church so the council may be asked to fund/plant the bulbs.  
 
The Town Council was involved in planting croci bulbs on the Wimborne 
Road with the Rotary over 10 years ago, but then the Diamond Way 
development included the introduction of the pavement there, so it was 
all dug up.  
   
Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that the Committee considers the suggestion for Blandford Forum to become a 
croci town. If it supports the idea, it is recommended that a letter is sent to the Dorset Council 
Rangers and the Parish Church informing them of the council’s support.  
 
 
 
 
Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk  
19th February 2024 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Agenda Item No. 11 

 
To consider expenditure authority for the lighting up of Woodhouse Gardens  

for the month of December 
 
 

Introduction 
 
For the last four years, Councillors resolved to ‘light up’ Woodhouse Gardens for the month of 
December and feedback received has been very positive. This is reflected in social media 
activity and verbal feedback received by both the caretakers and the contractor.  
 
The structure and layout of the gardens provide the ideal environment for creating an 
enchantingly festive atmosphere for residents of all ages to enjoy free of charge. Using a 
mixture of colourwash and fairy lights, the gardens are transformed into a magical space each 
evening as the light fades. The contractor has added to the display in the past and each year 
the Town Council add to this display with different inflatables, which are popular with children. 
 
Additional Information 
 
The gardens are illuminated between 4pm and 9pm every day apart from Christmas Day, 
Boxing Day and New Year’s Day. The gates are then locked in order to secure equipment, and 
in consideration of neighbouring residents. 
 
Financial Implications  
 
The cost to light up the gardens was included in the T&GP Earmarked Reserves for the 
forthcoming financial year and the quote includes a discount of £338.56 shown at Appendix A.  
 
The Financial Regulations state at 11.1.i) ‘…where the expenditure is below £5,000 but above 
£1,500 officers shall where possible obtain 3 estimates.’ Due to the nature of the works, only 
one quote has been sourced. If Councillors are aware of other local companies who provide 
professional outdoor lighting please do get in touch with officers. We have considered asking 
electricians or doing the work in-house, but it does require a professional lighting company to 
get the effects produced.  
 
Recommendations 
 
It is recommended that Councillors approve the proposal to light up Woodhouse Gardens for the 
month of December at a cost of £2,367.62 + VAT (an increase of £3.25 from last year) using 
budget line 1025 Christmas Town Decorations (Expenditure Authority: General Power of 
Competence, Localism Act 2011, S1-8). 
 
 
Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk  
1st March 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Appendix A 
 
 

Christmas Lights at Woodhouse Gardens 2024 

 
Hire Starts: Sun 1 December 2024 
Hire Ends: Thu 2 January 2025 
Transport: Van Delivery / Van Collection  

 
Brief Overview 
 
Lighting | £750.31 ex VAT / £900.37 inc VAT 
Pavilion Icicles | £53.04 ex VAT / £63.65 inc VAT 
Tree Wraps x3 | £262.48 ex VAT / £314.98 inc VAT 
Cables: Adaptors | £65.28 ex VAT / £78.34 inc VAT 
Cables: Extensions | £66.87 ex VAT / £80.24 inc VAT 
Stands & Rigging | £39.44 ex VAT / £47.33 inc VAT 
Site & Access | £375.70 ex VAT / £450.84 inc VAT 
Sales | £12.00 ex VAT / £14.40 inc VAT 
Transport | £22.50 ex VAT / £27.00 inc VAT 
Crew | £720.00 ex VAT / £864.00 inc VAT 
Extras | £0.00 ex VAT / £0.00 inc VAT 
 
Grand Total: £2,367.62 ex VAT / £2,841.14 inc VAT  
 
A discount of £338.56 ex VAT / £406.27 inc VAT has been applied. 
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