
BLANDFORD FORUM 

TOWN COUNCIL 
 

To:   All Members of the Recreation & Amenities Committee  
(Cllr L Lindsay, Cllr C Stevens, Cllr S Chapman, Cllr Mieville, Cllr H White, Cllr S 
Hitchings, Cllr R Carter, Cllr L Hitchings and Cllr N Lacey-Clarke) 
 

All other Town Councillors     Dorset Council Councillors 
Members of the Public & the Press    
 

Dear Member,  
 

RECREATION & AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Recreation & Amenities Committee which will 
be held in the Corn Exchange, Market Place, Blandford on Monday 11th September 2023 at 
7:00 pm to consider the following items. The meeting is also accessible for the public to 
attend remotely via Microsoft Teams using this link. 

 
Linda Scott-Giles 
Town Clerk 
4th September 2023 
 
 

A G E N D A 
 

Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour, 
which may be extended at the discretion of the Committee, during which time members of the 
public may speak. During the course of the meeting, members of the public and our elected 
representatives from the Dorset Council may indicate they wish to speak, and, at the 
discretion of the Chairman, and with the approval of the Members, they may be allowed to do 
so on points of information only. The Committee may on occasion invite members of the 
public to comment on specific issues where points of information or their particular 
knowledge on a subject might prove of benefit to the Committee.  
 

Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters 
in the exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, 
marital status, religion, belief or disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety and Human 
Rights. Disabled access is available. 
 

All in attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may 
occur during the meeting. 
 
 

1. Public Session 
 
2. Apologies 
 
3. To receive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 
 
4. Minutes of the Meeting held on 19th June 2023 
 
5. Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_M2JiNDM2YTYtZDE4Mi00MWJlLWFjNjQtZDI4OGVjY2MxZTg5%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%223cd8f2fb-4c45-4162-86f1-fb87b5f6a138%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%220c3baf8d-62e3-449c-a9c3-94a2df169799%22%7d
https://blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/190623-RA.pdf


6. Review of Recreation & Amenities Budgets to 31st August 2023 
 

6.1 Analytical Review of Revenue Budget  
6.2 Review of Earmarked Reserves  
6.3 Reserve Accounts to 31st July 2023 
 

7. To consider a request for a memorial seat at Blandford Cemetery 
 

8. To retrospectively approve changes to the Cemetery Regulations 
 
9. Report by Operations Manager June 2023 – August 2023 

 
10. An opportunity for Members to suggest items for possible inclusion in the 2024/2025 

budget to enable time for officers to investigate costs that can be brought back to the 
next Committee meeting in November  
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings are available from Blandford 
Library, the Town Clerk’s Office and at www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk. 

 
 

DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 
16th September  Community Expo including budget consultation 
   Dorset Architectural Heritage week (Corn Exchange, Town Hall and 
   Council Chamber) 
18th September Finance & Staffing Committee Meeting 
25th September Town Council Meeting 
 

 
Twinned with Preetz, Germany 

 
Twinned with Mortain, France 

 

 
 

 

Town Clerk’s Office 

Church Lane, Blandford Forum  

Dorset DT11 7AD 
 

Tel: 01258 454500   •   Fax: 01258 454432 

Email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk 

http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/
http://www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk/


Agenda Item No. 6.1 
 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Agenda Item No. 6.2 



 
Agenda Item No. 6.3 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Agenda Item No. 7 
 

To consider a request for a memorial seat at Blandford Cemetery 
 

Report 
  
Section 22 of the Cemetery Regulations refers to Seats, Benches and Ornamentation, 
as follows:  
“No seat, bench or ornamentation can be placed in the Cemetery without the permission of 
the Town Council. Applications for permission to locate a seat or bench should be submitted 
to the Town Clerk, any benches must be of a solid wooden construction and be securely 
installed.”  
 
The G&P Supervisor has placed notices on five benches at the cemetery that have not been 
applied for nor fixed in position properly. We have had 2 replies, asking for permission to be 
granted for their benches to stay. They are both metal, so not currently within regulations. I 
asked for them to email their requests for consideration and have had one reply (see below). 
To accept these requests we would need to change the wording or the above regulation, 
excluding the word wooden. 
 

“Im seeking permission to have (keep) the current bench that is by my grandparents and 
great parents grave. Henry Barney & Violet Barney. The bench is an all black metal bench 
with a plaque attached that say’s in loving memory of a special gran and uncle ben gone but 
not forgotten loved always Hayley, Keiran, little Paul and Tommy-Lee. It’s in the ground with 
4 metal stakes and in the storm we had previously the bench didn’t move. If the council is not 
would rather it was secured, in another way please advise and it will be carried out. Then 
bench gets repainted twice a year and it gets regularly checked and maintained. When my 
grandmother asked for the bench to be placed there it was the only bench in the upper part of 
the cemetery area around that side. I am aware that others have put benches without asking. 
The bench that is there holds a great sentiment to us as a family as my grandmother had that 
there for her husband and she regularly used the bench before her passing. If there is a fee 
im happy to pay that, and as advised if it needs to be secured differently im happy to do that 
also. (The reason it’s a metal bench is when my gran asked regarding having a bench she 
was told metal lasts longer and it looks tidier. It i can be of anymore assistance please 
contact me. Have attached photo of the bench.” 
 

 
Recommendation 
 
Councillors to consider request and any change to regulations. 
 
Kathryn Clark 
Business Support Officer 
29th August 2023 



 
Agenda Item No. 8 

 

To retrospectively approve changes to the Cemetery Regulations 
 
Report 
 
I have entered the Town Council’s cemetery into the Cemetery of the Year competition, and 
the Town Council has been shortlisted as finalists. The G&P Supervisor and I spent an hour 
talking to one of the adjudicators and he said our only failing was lack of detail of memorial 
sizes in our regulations.  
 
I went through the regulations with the Town Clerk and Operations Manager and and made 
the necessary changes for transparency to our memorial sizes. Councillors of the R&A 
Committee were emailed the changes for approval on 10th August. 
 
To reassure, we are not changing what has long been the ‘rules’ of the cemetery, just adding 
clarification. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Councillors to read the report and to retrospectively approve changes to the regulations. 
 
Kathryn Clark 
Business Support Officer 
29th August 2023 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                    Agenda Item No.9 

 
Report by Operations Manager June 2023 – August 2023 

 

 

STAFFING 
Four staff attended Cherry Picker training. 
First aid refresher training is booked for four staff in September. 
 
CORN EXCHANGE 
The loft hatch in the Council Chamber is being used by contractors and they are thankful of a 
safe way into the loft. 
 
Another leak has appeared in the roof behind the stage, but not as bad as that experienced 
earlier in the year. This will be addressed when the roof is raised during the renovation 
works, we have carried out a temporary repair. 
 
Meetings have been held with contractors and the public to update about the project. 
 
Sorting the archives has commenced and the search for storage has begun. 
 
PARK ROAD 
A meeting was held with the Football Club to hear about their future plans and the application 
they have in planning at the moment. Once they have firm ideas moving forward, they will be 
brought to Council. 
 
The football season has started and the pitch is playing well. 
 
TOWN 
The planters are receiving a lot of compliments and the weather has helped the display at 
Woodhouse Gardens this year.  
 
TREES 
Emergency tree works have been caried out at various location and a list is being drawn up 
for the Autmn/Winter. 
 
CEMETERY 
Internments at the cemetery are at average levels for the time of year. The cemetery has 
received lots of compliments about the way it is kept. 
 
HEALTH AND SAFETY 
The yearly health and safety audit was carried out in July by our Health and Safety advisors, 
there is nothing to report, and only minor things need to be carried out. 
Asbestos monitoring has been done and monthly legionella testing continues. 
All alarms have been serviced. 
PAT Testing is being done. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
     



 
    WORKS CARRIED OUT 
 
    June  2023-August 2023 
 
11 Jun  Skate Park    Repairs to ramps.       

22 Jun   Corn Exch.    Boilers serviced.  

05 Jul   Corn Exch.     Roof repaired. 

07 Dec   Allotments    Alarm serviced. 

15 Jul                       Toilets    Handwash unit repaired. 
 
18 Jul                       All Venues                           Zurich inspections.  
 
20 Jul                       Allotments                           Water heater repaired.  
 
25 Jul             Health and Safety             Yearly audit. 
  
30 Jul                       Staff Cherry picker training. 
 
02 Aug                     Corn Exch. Hot water boiler serviced. 
 
03 Aug                     Corn Exch. Stage roof repaired. 
 
06 Aug                     Corn Exch. Alarm serviced.  
 
20 Aug                     Skate Park Skate Fest  
 
25 Aug                     Corn Exch. Drains surveyed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
     VANDALISM 

 
    June  2023-August 2023 
 
Date   Location    Remarks 
11 Jun  Skate Park    Broken Glass       

22 Jun   Toilets Marsh and Ham       Handwash damaged  

25 Jun  Railway Arches.    Broken Glass and Litter 

30 Jun   Skate Park    Broken Glass 

05 Jul                       Toilets    Toilet blocked 
 
15 Jul   Skate Park    Broken Glass 
 
25 Jul                       Skate Park                          Broken Glass 
  
30 Jul                       Marsh and Ham Toilets      Toilet Blocked 
 
05 Aug                     Railway Arches                   Broken Glass  
 
07 Aug.                    Skate Park Broken Glass 
 
14 Aug                     Marsh and Ham Toilets Toilet Blocked 
 
18 Aug                     Corn Exchange Toilets Toilets Blocked 
 
24 Aug                     Skate Park Broken Glass 
 
25 Aug                     Marsh and Ham Toilets Toilet Blocked 
 
28 Aug                      Skate Park Broken Glass  
 
 
 
Evidence of drug use at public toilets at various times throughout the period (Police aware). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


