BLANDFORD FORUM
TOWN COUNCIL
To:

All Members of the Recreation & Amenities Committee
(Cllr L Lindsay, Cllr E Bray, Cllr C Stevens, Cllr Mieville, Cllr H White, Cllr S Hitchings, Cllr R
Carter, Cllr L Hitchings and Cllr N Lacey-Clarke)
All other members of the Town Council
Members of the Public & the Press

Dorset Council Councillors

Dear Member
RECREATION & AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING
You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Recreation & Amenities Committee which will be
held in the Corn Exchange, Market Place, Blandford on Monday 12th September 2022 at 7.00 pm
to consider the following items. The meeting is also accessible for the public to attend remotely via
Microsoft Teams using this link.

Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
6th September 2022

AGENDA
Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour, which may be
extended at the discretion of the Committee, during which time members of the public may speak. During
the course of the meeting, members of the public and our elected representatives from the Dorset Council
may indicate they wish to speak, and, at the discretion of the Chairman, and with the approval of the
Members, they may be allowed to do so on points of information only. The Committee may on occasion
invite members of the public to comment on specific issues where points of information or their particular
knowledge on a subject might prove of benefit to the Committee.
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the exercise
of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, religion, belief
or disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. Disabled access is available.
All in attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may occur during the
meeting.

1.

Public Session

2.

Apologies

3.

To receive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations

4.

Minutes of the Meetings held on 20th June 2022

5.

Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence

6.

Review of Recreation & Amenities Budgets to 31st July 2022
6.1 Analytical Review of Revenue Budget
6.2 Review of Earmarked Reserves
6.3 Reserve Accounts

7.

Report by Operations Manager June 2022 – August 2022

8.

Report seeking retrospective expenditure approval for repairs to the skate park

9.

An opportunity for Members to suggest items for possible inclusion in the 2023/2024 budget
to enable time for officers to investigate costs that can be brought back to the next
Committee meeting in November

DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
19th September
Finance & Staffing Committee Meeting
th
26 September
Town Council Meeting
Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings are available from Blandford Library,
the Town Clerk’s Office and at www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk.
Twinned with Preetz, Germany

Twinned with Mortain, France

Town Clerk’s Office
Church Lane, Blandford Forum
Dorset DT11 7AD

Tel: 01258 454500 • Fax: 01258 454432
Email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk
www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk

Agenda Item No. 6.1

Analytical Review of Revenue Budget

Agenda Item No. 6.2

Review of Earmarked Reserves

Agenda Item No. 6.3

Reserve Accounts

Agenda Item 7
Report by Operations Manager June 2022 – August 2022
STAFFING
Four staff attended and passed First Aid refresher training.
A new Caretaker has been appointed and will start on September 1st.
CORN EXCHANGE
Regular contact is being maintained with IPA in relation to the renovation of the Corn Exchange.
Meetings and site visits have been carried out. Planning has been submitted for the loft hatch in
the Council Chamber.
A Defibrillator has been installed in the lobby of the building and the related risk assessments and
checklists have been put in place.
The access inspection has been carried out and we are awaiting the report.
PARK ROAD
The cricket pitch has performed well during the season and the change over to the football pitch
will take place in early September.
Temporary repairs were carried out by staff to the walkway around the bowling green, quotes will
be sought for a longer-term fix.
SKATEPARK
Works to replace the ramp surfacing and the infrastructure has now been completed but there are
a number of smaller issues raised in the ROSPA report that will be done before the Skate Fest.
In the longer term the whole of the skatepark will need resurfacing and quotes will be sought.
LARKSMEAD
Outdoor fitness equipment has been inspected and serviced.
TOWN
The planters have received numerous compliments this year and have performed well in this very
dry summer.
TREES
A list is being drawn up for tree works to be carried out in the autumn.
CEMETERY
Internments at the cemetery are at average levels for the time of year.
HEALTH AND SAFETY
The yearly Health and Safety Audit was carried out by are external advisors, five smaller issues
were highlighted that are being dealt with. All paperwork was found to be in order.
Final works are being carried out to attend to issues raised during the fire risk assessments.

WORKS CARRIED OUT
June 8th

Boilers serviced at Cricket Pavilion

June 13th

Power disconnected at Park Road Toilets

June 15th

Bench repaired Salisbury Road

June 20th

Repairs to Larksmead play area surfacing

June 27th

Fire Risk Assessments yearly update

July 7th

Tabernacle toilet cistern repaired

July 13th

Health and Safety Audit completed

July 19th

Corn Exchange kitchen light repaired

July 26th

New water heater installed in allotment kitchen

July 27th

Defibrillator installed in Corn Exchange Lobby

Aug 5th

Ladder Checks carried out

Aug 15th

Remedial works to Skate Park

Sept 5th

Works commenced on Park Road Car Park

VANDALISM
June 2022-August 2022
Date
15 June

Location
Skate Park

Remarks
Broken Glass

21 June

Railway Arches

Graffiti on info boards

26 June

Marsh and Ham Toilets

Toilet blocked

29 June

Skate Park

Broken Glass

7 July

Skate Park

Broken Glass

15 July

Railway Arches

Broken Glass

16 July

Skate Park

Broken Glass

24 July

Wimborne Road

Planter Damaged

24 July

Skate Park

Damage to one of the ramps

29 July

Marsh and Ham Toilets

Toilet blocked

1 Aug

Skate Park

Broken Glass

12 Aug

Skate Park

Broken Glass

16 Aug

Cemetery

Picnic bench damaged

20 Aug

Larksmead

Picnic benches overturned

Evidence of drug use at public toilets at various times throughout the period (Police aware).

Agenda Item 8
Report seeking retrospective expenditure approval for repairs
to the skate park
Report
The main works to the replacement of the ramp surfaces and infrastructure were concluded earlier
this summer. Since then we have received the ROSPA report which has highlighted a number of
smaller issues not related to the major works we have had done.
As we had the Skate Fest on the 21st August it was thought that it would be ideal to have these
works completed before it took place. As there were no meetings of the Council or relevant
committee until 5th September I placed the order for the works and therefore this report is seeking
retrospective expenditure approval.
The Chair and Vice Chair of the Recreations and Amenities Committee were contacted by e mail
to advise them of the situation.
Financial Implications
The works and cost our outlined below:
To carry out remedial riding surface maintenance & unit repairs
to existing skate ramp units as identified during ROSPA inspection:
3 units identified as med risk:
* Removal and disposal of existing (damaged) steel toe-plates
* Clean & prep existing steel substrate
* Supply & fit on-site new galvanised steel toe-plates
4 units identified as low risk:
* Replace missing / failed fixings as necessary
* Increase intermediary riding surface fixings per row/sheet
at threshold joints.
For a cost of £1996.49 + VAT
Recommendations
It is recommended that Councillors retrospectively approve expenditure of £1996.49+VAT using
funds from the SARA Skatepark budget line 1305 (Expenditure Authority: Localism Act 2011 s1-8).
Jon Goodenough
Operations Manager
23rd August 2022

