BLANDFORD FORUM
TOWN COUNCIL
To:

Town & General Purposes Committee Members (Cllr A Cross, Cllr N Lacey-Clarke,
Cllr C Stevens, Cllr H Mieville, Cllr R Holmes, Cllr K Herbert, Cllr B Quayle, Cllr P
Clark and Cllr C Jacques)
All other members of the Town Council
Members of the Public & the Press

Dorset Council Councillors

Dear Member
TOWN & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE
You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Town & General Purposes Committee which
will be held in the Corn Exchange, Market Place, Blandford Forum on Monday 4th July
2022 at 7.00 pm to consider the following items. This meeting will also be available to view
online using Microsoft Teams using this link.

Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
27th June 2022

AGENDA
Prior to consideration of the following Agenda, there will be a democratic quarter of an hour, which
may be extended at the discretion of the Committee, during which time members of the public may
speak. During the course of the meeting, members of the public and our elected representatives from
the Dorset Council may indicate they wish to speak, and, at the discretion of the Chairman, and with
the approval of the Members, they may be allowed to do so on points of information only. The
Committee may on occasion invite members of the public to comment on specific issues where points
of information or their particular knowledge on a subject might prove of benefit to the Committee.
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the
exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status,
religion, belief or disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. Disabled access
is available.
All in attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may occur during
the meeting.

1.

Public Session

2.

Apologies

3.

To receive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations

4.

Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th March 2022

5.

Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence

6.

General Updates from:
6.1
6.2
6.3
6.4

Blandford Business Support Group
Blandford Police
Market Manager
Town Team

7.

Dorset Council Highways
(no items)

8.

To consider expenditure approval to enhance the area at Badger Cross

9.

To consider expenditure approval to progress the Litter Free Dorset ‘Only Rain Down
the Drain’ project

10. To consider new information for the additional Christmas Lights
11. To consider changing one of the free parking dates
12. Review of Town & General Purposes budgets to 31st May 2021
12.1
12.2
12.3

Analytical Review of Revenue Budget
Review of Earmarked Reserves
Reserve Accounts

DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
11th July
18th July
25th July

Planning Meeting
Town Council Corn Exchange Meeting
Town Council Meeting

Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings are available from Blandford
Library, the Town Clerk’s Office and online at www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk.
Twinned with Preetz, Germany

Twinned with Mortain, France

Town Clerk’s Office
Church Lane, Blandford Forum
Dorset DT11 7AD

Tel: 01258 454500 • Fax: 01258 454432
Email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk
www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk

Agenda Item No. 5

Town Clerk’s Report
Wimborne Road bench and shelter – The manufacturer has advised that the bench
commissioned by one of Blandford Forum’s Freemen has been made and just requires
painting. Anticipated delivery is the end of July (all being well as they close for the first two
weeks in July).
Unfortunately, the production team have advised of extreme difficulties in the supply of steel
required for the shelter and as such they still have not been able to manufacture this yet.
They are hoping to have everything in order by the time they reopen in July and thereafter an
anticipated delivery for October.

Agenda Item No. 8

To consider expenditure approval to enhance the area at Badger Cross
A resident commented on the wildflower seeds giveaway post on Facebook, asking if seeds
could be scattered at Badger Cross on the Dorset Council area at the crossing. Dorset
Council’s North Dorset Rangers were approached, and they advised that – although
wildflowers are present – the ground is not suitable because it is heavily compacted and
therefore won’t take the seed (pictures shown).
The Town Clerk was concerned about the area looking untidy and
the Town Council has a named planter, which is next to the DC bin
and a bench (unknown owner). A site meeting was arranged with
Cllr Lacey-Clarke, two Rangers, the Operations Manager and Town
Clerk on 26th April 2022. Everyone in attendance wanted to make
improvements to the area and the Town Council staff suggested
planters either side of the concrete platform (where it is trodden
down by pedestrians) like the ones the Town Council introduced to
Jubilee Way. This suggestion was supported by all.
A quote was sought, which is detailed below:
Supply and construct 2 raised planters made out of new style, pine
pressure treated sleepers. They will each measure approximately 2.4 meters by 2.4 meters.
As the ground is sloped in places, they will be dug in and level and be two courses in height
from the lowest adjacent ground. Each sleeper is 200mm in height so will give a finish height
of 400mm from the lowest adjacent ground. Once constructed the inside will be lined with a
damp proof membrane. The inside will then be filled with supplied topsoil. Price includes all
labour, materials, delivery and waste disposal costs = £1,200
Additional Information
The bench was in poor condition, and it was therefore suggested that
the black metal bench originally purchased for the Persimmon Homes
development is used to replace the wooden bench, which has been
done.
The area is already looking much better as a result of the new bench
and the return of the Town Council’s summer three tier planter.

Recommendation
The Committee is asked to support expenditure approval of £1,200 to install custom made
planters either side of the concrete pad at Badger Cross and to plant bulbs and wildflower
plugs at the appropriate time using funds from the DC Highways budget line as it is a Dorset
Council-owned area (Expenditure Authority: General Power of Competence, Localism Act
2011, S1-8).
Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
26th April 2022

Agenda Item No. 9

To consider expenditure approval to progress the Litter Free Dorset
‘Only Rain Down the Drain’ project
Introduction
The Town Council’s climate change and biodiversity working group has been working on
marine citizenship and Litter Free Dorset’s Only Rain Down the Rain project was raised at a
recent meeting.
Background
Roadside drains are often mistakenly thought to be linked to the treatment network, in some
places they are, however many of them go directly to a watercourse or the sea. It is safest to
remember that they are meant for rainwater only. Simply due to a lack of awareness and
people unwittingly pouring waste or dropping litter into outside drains, this can sometimes
mean litter, cleaning fluids, fats or oils, paints and car washing
water can enter our water and have a negative impact on water
quality in your nearby river, lake or beach. At Litter Free, they
work with individual communities to inform and educate and
sometimes brighten up roadside drains along the way.
An example of one of their initiatives is shown.
Litter Free Dorset advised that permission would need to be
sought from the Dorset Council Highways and the paints must not be slippery. They also
recommended an artist to carry out the work, but a response was not received so the
Business Support Officer contacted The Blandford School art department, and they are
currently considering working on the scheme. They have been asked to design something
similar to the picture above, but tailoring it to Blandford – the River Stour, the otters, etc. with
a punchy line such as ‘Use your power, don’t pollute the Stour’.
The proposed drains are shown below and the reason for choosing these is that they are on
mainly pedestrian areas so they should not distract drivers or impact on the highway (l-r
Morrison’s, Greyhound Passage, Scrivens, BFTC office/Anchor Gateway, Debbie’s Barbers).

Recommendation
It is recommended that the Committee supports the project and proposed location, to enable
officers to seek consent from the Dorset Council and that funds of up to £500 are approved
from the Town Improvements budget line to cover the costs of paint for The Blandford School
(subject to them agreeing to proceed) (Expenditure Authority: General Power of
Competence, Localism Act 2011, S1-8).

Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
24th June 2022

Agenda Item No. 10

To consider new information for the additional Christmas Lights
Background
At the 14th March 2022 T&GP Committee meeting Councillors resolved that:
The Committee agrees to a public engagement/consultation at the Community Expo
on 26th March, providing information on the lighting up of Woodhouse Gardens and
the town centre, asking the public if they would like to see more / less / the same
amount of Christmas lighting. The results of the consultation will be considered by
a Working Group, consisting of Cllrs Stevens, Quayle, Mieville, Holmes and L
Hitchings. The findings and proposals of the working group will be brought back to
the Town Council meeting scheduled for 25th April 2022.

The findings of the working group meeting were presented to Town Council on 25th April, and
Councillors resolved that:
The Town Council agrees to
• Relocate blue & white column lights from footfall monitoring device
column x 1 in the Market Place, West Street entrance x 2 & East Street
entrance x 2 to Tabernacle (4T86, 5T86, 2T86) and Church Lane (2C194,
S2C194).
• Purchase the Bannière Quadrille design for the East and West Street
entrances to the town (x2 at each entrance to replace the relocated blue
and white column lights). This is subject to SSE approving their weight.
Report
SSE did not approve the weight of the Bannière Quadrille design. They weigh about 9kg and
the maximum weight is around 5kg. Therefore, officers have sought new designs from the
same company, see below.
Design Twist: (H:1.20m x W:0.60m)
35w 3.9kg, £427

Design Petite Quadrille: (H:1.20m x W:0.60m)
20w 3.7kg, £292

Carriage costs are £170.00. The company can install (£1380) and remove (£920) the lights
every year if the council so wish. Alternatively, the electrical contractor who installs and
removes the existing trees and lights can be asked to do this at the same time as the other
work. They have been asked for a quote so the Committee has a comparison.
Recommendation
Councillors are requested to choose a new design so four new lights can be purchased using
the Christmas Lights budget line (Expenditure Authority: General Power of Competence,
Localism Act 2011, S1-8).
Linda Scott-Giles (Work and report started by Sybille Maddock)
Town Clerk
24th June 2022

Agenda Item No. 11

To consider changing one of the free parking dates
Background
At the committee meeting held on 11th October 2021, councillors made the following
resolution:
TO AGREE THE SIX FREE PARKING DAYS FOR ALL DORSET COUNCIL CAR PARKS
IN BLANDFORD FORUM FOR 2022
It was PROPOSED by Cllr L Hitchings, SECONDED by Cllr Stevens and AGREED
unanimously that
The Committee requests the following days in 2022 for free parking from the
Dorset Council;
Thursday 2nd June 2022 – Jubilee weekend
Saturday 4th June 2022 – Jubilee weekend
Sunday 5th June 2022 – Jubilee weekend
Sunday 28th August 2022 – Bank Holiday weekend
Friday 24th December 2022 – Christmas Eve

Report
The Skatefest is scheduled for Sunday 21st August 2022 and the Stour Meadows car park
has been closed off with barriers at the last two events to protect children from any accidents
leaving or entering the skate park through the car park. This year, we have asked for the
grassed area for parking and it is proposed that the already agreed date of 28th August is
changed to 21st August to avoid having to pay for the large number of parking spaces at
Stour Meadows now that the car park is a pay and display area (although the machines are
not working at time of writing).
Additional Information
Supporting information for the free parking days is as follows:
This is made up of the following:
• Four days each year, for events which generate valuable footfall for that town. These
four days cannot be used in December but can be used on Sundays.
• One weekday in December
• Free parking in all Dorset Council Town Centre car parks on Small Business
Saturday in December
No other days in December will be considered unless the Town Council or Local BID is
willing to meet the cost of the lost income at an amount to be calculated by the Council’s
parking team based on average weekend costs for that time of year.
Any requests for free use of the six days will be compiled by the Parking Services Team
and a record maintained. Requests for free parking days should be emailed at least six
weeks prior to the free parking date and you should expect a response within five
working days.

Notes:
i. It is the decision of Parking Services Manager whether to include free parking in all
Dorset Council car parks in area or in specific car parks only.
ii. It is the decision of the Town/Parish Council whether to include free parking in car
parks that are owned by them but managed by Dorset Council.
iii. It is the decision of the Town/Parish Council whether to use all 6 free parking days or
not.
iv. By ‘year’ the policy is referring to a calendar year.
v. If an event is cancelled, the free parking day can be reallocated, but 5 days’ notice
must be given otherwise the day will be lost. Days cannot be reallocated in December.
vi. Free days not taken in one calendar year cannot be carried over to the next calendar
year with no exceptions.
vii. It is the responsibility of the requester (Town/Parish Council, BID, other) to advertise
free parking days, cover pay & display machines and put up free parking signs.
viii. Dorset Council are not responsible for payments made in error.
Recommendation
It is recommended that the committee agrees to change the free date of 28th August to 21st
August for the Skatefest.
Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
27th June 2022

Agenda Item No. 12.1

Analytical Review of Revenue Budget

Agenda Item No. 12.2

Review of Earmarked Reserves

Agenda Item No. 12.3

Reserve Accounts

