BLANDFORD FORUM
TOWN COUNCIL
To:

All Town Councillors
Members of the Public & Press

Dorset Council Councillors

Dear Member
RECREATION & AMENITIES COMMITTEE MEETING
You are summoned to attend a meeting of the Recreation & Amenities Committee which will be held
online using Microsoft Teams on Monday 15th June 2020 at 7.00 pm to consider the following items.

Linda Scott-Giles
Town Clerk
8th June 2020

AGENDA
This meeting will be held in accordance with The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels
(Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and
Wales) Regulations 2020 (“the 2020 Regulations”) which came into force on 4th April 2020. The 2020
Regulations enable local councils to hold remote meetings (including by video and telephone
conferencing) for a specified period until May 2021. The 2020 Regulations apply to local council
meetings, committee and sub-committee meetings in England.
Members of the public are invited to join the meeting by clicking here. If, as a member of the public,
you wish to speak in the Public Session, please notify the Town Clerk prior to the meeting via
admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk or 01258 489490.
Members are reminded that the Council has a general duty to consider the following matters in the
exercise of any of its functions: Equal Opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status,
religion, belief or disability), Crime & Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. All in
attendance should be aware that filming, recording, photography or otherwise may occur during the
meeting.
1.

Public Session

2.

Apologies

3.

To receive any Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations

4.

Minutes of the Meeting held on 20th January 2020 (accessible here and to be signed by the
Chairman at a later date)

5.

Town Clerk's Report & Correspondence (paper attached)

6.

Review of Recreation & Amenities Budgets to 28th May 2020
6.1
Analytical Review of Revenue Budget (paper attached)
6.2
Review of Earmarked Reserves (paper attached)
6.3
Reserve Accounts (paper attached)

7.

Review and Approval of Allotment Agreements and Rents (paper attached)

8.

To consider a request from the Allotment Society to adopt new guidelines for Elizabeth Road
(paper attached)

9.

To consider a request from the football club to install a new fence (paper attached)

10.

Report by Operations Manager January 2020 – June 2020 (paper attached)

Minutes of the Town Council and Committee meetings will be available from Blandford Library and the
Town Clerk’s Office as soon as possible and at www.blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk

Twinned with Preetz, Germany

Twinned with Mortain, France

Town Clerk’s Office
Church Lane, Blandford Forum
Dorset DT11 7AD

Tel: 01258 454500 • Fax: 01258 454432
Email: admin@blandfordforum-tc.gov.uk
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Agenda Item No. 5

Town Clerk’s Report
1.

Skatefest – This event, due to take place on 26th July 2020, has been cancelled. The funding was
due to be taken from R & A Earmarked Reserves, so this can be used for a postponed event, next
year’s event or to support budget lines which have suffered. The two sponsors have been offered a
refund and Cllr Lacey-Clarke has asked that the Town Council holds his contribution until the
next event.

2.

Gas Meter Box – The unit at Woodhouse Gardens had become unsightly and quotes had been
sought last year by the Project Coordinator, which were thought to be excessive. During the
closure of Woodhouse Gardens, a local contractor was approached by the Operations Manager and
he has now replaced it.

Agenda Item No. 6.1

Analytical Review of Revenue Budget

Agenda Item No. 6.2

Review of Earmarked Reserves

Agenda Item No. 6.3

Reserve Accounts

Agenda Item No. 7

Review of Allotment Agreements and Rents
Due to the Coronavirus, the meeting between the Allotment Management Committee and the Town
Council did not take place. Instead discussions were held over e-mail and the following charges were
agreed. Attached as Appendix A are the reports from the Chairman and the plot allocator, as well as
the predicted accounts.
1.

Rent review of the Allotment Management Committee for 2020/21
The rent paid for the year commencing 29th September 2019 was £446.11 (+ VAT) and it was
agreed that the rent for the year commencing 29th September 2020 would increase by 2.5% in
line with the Town Council budget (£11.15), giving a total of £457.26 (+VAT).

2.

Rent review for Lamperd’s Field Allotments for 2021/22
The rent payable from September 2020 is £37.00 per full allotment site of 250sq metres and pro
rata for smaller allotments.
It was agreed that the rent would increase with the rate of inflation of 2.5% to £37.92 for a full
250sqm plot from September 2021.

3.

Rent review for Elizabeth Road Allotments for 2020/21
The rent payable from September 2019 was 21p per square metre.
The allotment rents were reviewed, and it was agreed that the rent would be increased by 2.5% to
22p per square metre from September 2020.

4.

Recommendations
Under the R&A Remit it is recommended that the Committee approves the following:
4.1 The Allotment Management Committee Rent for 2020/21 increases to £457.26 + VAT.
4.2 The rent for Lamperd’s Field allotment for 2021/22 increases to £37.92 for a full 250sqm
plot.
4.3 The rent for Elizabeth Road allotment plots for 2020/21 is agreed at 22p per square metre.

Sybille Maddock
Assistant Town Clerk
6th May 2020

Appendix A
Chairman report:
• The committee agree with the new rent increase for 2020/21
•

•
•
•
•
•

Covid-19
We have put into place all recommendation from council and from the National Allotment
Society web site.
Works carried out
Elizabeth Road: 11 new post and one water tap were replaced.
Lamperd’s Field: New safe lock up complete and this is in use.
Following an inspection, I have phoned 11 plot holders about the state of their plots and two
have given up
Two plot holders are self-isolating, one has down sized and three have been sent yellow cards.
The rest of the plot holders have been making a start on their allotment.
All coffee mornings have been cancelled. The AGM will be reviewed nearer the time.

Plot Allocator report, as of 5th May 2020:
• Since 1st October 2019 there has been 21 new plot holders with 14 x ¼ plots and 7 x ½ plots
rented.
• There has been an upturn of enquires for new plots since September 2019 and this has resulted
in us having a waiting list for both Lamperd’s Field and Elizabeth Road.
• The Committee have been and remain busy bringing back into use plots that have become
overgrown plots and the burn plot. We have reviewed the state of all the allotments. Tenants, of
poor plots have been contacted and two have decided to terminate their tenancy. Three other
tenants have been sent ‘yellow card’ letters which advises them they have four weeks to
address the state of their plot. Failure to do so will result in the tenants being evicted.
• Generally, the Committee have been very pleased with the state of cultivation of the plots.

Agenda Item No. 8

To consider adopting guidelines for Elizabeth Road Allotments
Report
The Town Council has received a request from the Elizabeth Road Allotments management committee
to adopt a set of guidelines that they have drawn up. They are intended to provide a guide to the rules
and regulations for those using the allotments. There does not appear to be anything controversial in
the guidelines and are similar to those used for Lamperd’s Field allotments. They are outlined below:
Guidelines - Use of Land
1 Use the allotment as an allotment garden only or wholly for the production of vegetable, fruit or
flowers crops and not for the purpose of any trade or business
2 Keep the allotment clean, free from weeds and in a good state of cultivation (a minimum of 75%
of the plot should be cultivated) and in good condition. Failure to do so will result in a warning
notice (yellow card) which gives the tenant 30 days to comply with the requirement. Failure to
rectify the issue will result in termination of tenancy (red card).
3 Keep any paths abutting the plot clear, clean, tidy and grass cut allowing ease of movement
Nuisance
4 Not cause any nuisance or annoyance to the occupier of any allotment or nearby residents
5 Not remove produce and/or equipment from any other plot without the said allotment Tenant’s
permission. If anyone commits such an offence of stealing the tenancy will be terminated
6 Not encroach on any path as set out on the site
7 Children are welcome on the site, but they must be kept supervised at all times. Dogs must be kept
under control and kept on a lead
Security
8 Use the tenants best endeavours to protect any perimeter fences and gates and notice boards
9 When entering or leaving the allotment site ensure that any gates are closed
Buildings
10 Not erect any building, shed or similar structure, nor greenhouse or polytunnel that exceeds 8’ x 6’
nor a fruit cage that to exceeds 15’ x 15’ on the allotment without gaining written permission from
the Management Committee.
Depositing of Refuse/Compost
11 Not deposit or allow other persons to deposit, on the allotment site, any refuse or decaying matter
(except manure and compost in such quantities as may be reasonably required for use in
cultivation) or place any matter in hedges, ditches etc., which form part of or in any adjoining
land.
Bonfires
12 No bonfires are permitted on any area within the allotment site. All waste must be removed from
the allotment site
Sprinklers/hosepipes
13 Use of any sprinkler system is not permitted on the allotment site. Hosepipes may only be used to
fill up any water container on the tenants plot. Any failure to comply with this will result in
immediate cessation of tenure. The Allotment Society has to pay water bills each year.
Change of Address
14 Please inform the Management Committee of any change of address and/or email address.

Tenancy
15 The tenant will be deemed to have given up the tenancy, of the plot, if the rent, or any part thereof,
is in arrears for not less than 30 days from the renewal date.
Recommendation
It is recommended that Councillors decide if they wish to allow the management committee to adopt
the guidelines as outlined above.
Jon Goodenough
Operations Manager
25th March 2020

Agenda item No. 9

To consider a request from the football club to install a new fence
Background
The football club have recently extended and upgraded the pavilion, added a small stand and installed
a disabled access path. One of the reasons for carrying out this work is to allow them to be promoted
from their current league if the team is successful. Initial discussions have taken place to install
floodlighting although I understand this is now on the back burner whilst funding options are looked
into by the club.
Report
To gain promotion to the next league it is a requirement that the football pitch can be fenced off from
the rest of the park during a match and it is this fencing that the football club are requesting permission
to purchase and install. It will go from one side of the park to the other, 5 mtrs. behind the goal at the
cricket square end of the pitch (see plan below), it will have a pedestrian and a vehicle gate and is
removable for the Cricket season. The football club have advised that they will be paying for the
fencing from their own funding.
They have put forward three options for Council to consider:
Option 1. Herres fencing is installed (pictured below), and this is covered with green netting, this is
then left in place for the duration of the season and is removed for the start of the Cricket season. This
is the preferred option of the Football Club.
Option 2.
Netting is put up between poles in the same location and is left up for the duration of the season and
removed for the Cricket season. This is the second choice of the club.
Option 3.
Netting is put up for the individual matches and then removed. This would be the least favoured option
for the club due to the work involved in putting up and taking down.
It should be remembered that this is a public recreation ground and is also a conservation area. If
permanent version is chosen, then it will add to the maintenance of the area due to the grass needing
strimming up against the fence and could possibly screen youths in the evening drinking etc.
I asked for detail on the colour and construction of the fencing and it appears that it is sectional Herris
fencing with a net over it to prevent people watching the game without paying, (picture below).

Example of fencing type (option 1), dense material green netting to be added and location plan.

Example of netting with poles option
Recommendation
It is recommended that Councillors decide whether to support the request for a fence and if so which
option they prefer.
Jon Goodenough
Operations Manager
22nd May 2020

Agenda Item No. 10

Operations Manager Report January 2020-June 2020
STAFFING
A recruitment process was gone through and a new groundsman was appointed, commencing his
employment on March 2nd.
Two staff members classed as vulnerable did not work for the first part of the lockdown but returned to
work in May.
VEHICLES
A new small van was purchased in January
CORN EXCHANGE
The historical condition survey which was carried out on the Corn Exchange complex highlighted once
more the amount of maintenance required on the building that has been consistently put off. This has
been the case for many years and always due to the proposed plans for the building, (poor building
condition helping with external funding and a long wait for a report on the issues which never
appeared form our architect at the time), however as it became apparent that the main works to the
building were unlikely to commence in the near future, that it was time to sort out some of the long
running issues on the exterior of the building.
The repairs were undertaken with the aim of concentrating on issues that would not then require
redoing during the future renovations work. Some areas, such as the stage roof, only had minor repairs
carried out, although a complete new roof is required, but this was put off until a decision is taken on if
the roof is to be raised or modified.
All gutters and rainwater goods were cleared and repaired, pointing was undertaken to the worst areas
on the stage walls to help prevent water ingress and the leadwork on the roof of this area and the
rainwater gulley’s was attended to. During the works several reasons for the water ingress and damp to
the stage building were identified, most have been completed but works to the roof have been delayed
due to the roofing contractor not working during lockdown.
PARK ROAD
Works to the cricket pavilion have neared completion. Staff have continued to maintain the cricket
square during the lockdown period. No sports have taken place at any of our venues at Park Road,
cricket hopes to resume later in the summer.
LARKSMEAD
Hedges have been cut around the perimeter of the grounds and tree works programmed have been
carried out.
TOWN
Four new planters have been purchased but none of the planters have been planted up this year due to
the lockdown and unavailability of bedding.
RAILWAY ARCHES
Final planned works took place on the arches in June
TREES
The Cemetery hedge has been reduced, tree works carried out at various venues notably the Cemetery.
New trees planted on amenity areas and in-house annual tree survey carried out. Work were delayed
due to Covid-19 but has now been completed.

WOODHOUSE GARDENS
Work to the gardens has continued during the lockdown but no bedding has been planted due to it not
being available.
CEMETERY
Annual memorial testing is taking place
SKATE PARK
Conversations are being held with DC about extending the lease on the skate park once that is settled
then plans can be made to take the renovation of the park forward.
PUBLIC TOILETS
Rough sleeping and drugs use continue despite staff locking the toilets at night, the Police have been
made aware of this situation. The toilets reopened on 22nd May after being closed for eight weeks due
to the lockdown. They were made available during this time to those carrying out the testing.
BADBURY HEIGHTS
We have continued to maintain our areas at Badbury Heights and tree works have been carried out.
ALLOTMENTS
A new trough has been purchased for £125.42 from the ring fence.
HEALTH AND SAFETY
Legionella testing has been carried out at all venues.
Alarms and emergency lighting have been serviced.
PAT testing and the annual tree survey is due.
Asbestos survey (Quarterly)

WORKS CARRIED OUT
5 Jan

Guttering repaired on Corn Exchange

7 Jan

Christmas tree and decorations taken down in town

8 Jan

Boilers serviced at Corn Exchange, Woodhouse and Larksmead.

17 Feb

Fire Extinguishers serviced at all venues

18 Feb

CCTV at depot serviced

18 Feb

Radiator repaired in office

3 Mar

Alarms serviced in Corn Exchange

12 Mar

Alarm call out to Corn Exchange

13 Mar

Lights on ramp to office replaced

16 Mar

Bricks repointed on ramp.

Lockdown – caretakers decorating throughout the office and behind the Corn Exchange,
amongst other work, and grounds team continuing maintenance work.
7th June

Toilets repaired

VANDALISM January 2020-June 2020
Date
9 Jan

Location
Marsh and Ham Toilets

Remarks
Lock pulled off

16 Jan

Skate Park

Broken Glass

19 Jan

Marsh and Ham

Toilet blocked

25 Jan

Skate Park

Broken Glass

2 Feb

Marsh and Ham Toilets

Toilet Blocked

10 Feb

Marsh and Ham Toilets

Handwash unit damaged

18 Feb

Skate Park

Broken Glass

25 Feb

Skate Park

Broken Glass

10 Mar

Marsh and Ham Toilets

Toilet Blocked

Nothing reported during lockdown, although there has been considerably more litter, which has been the
case across all Dorset towns.

